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v Tick the Correct Answers

Competition closes 8 pm,
: May 30, '97
one-day

1| How man
as Sachin

centuries
Tendulkar scored so far?

10 12 14

2 | Howmany one-day matches
did Saglain Mushtaq play

to his 100th wicket?
Baw s

3 | Who won the [talian Open

ladies' tennis title?
Martinez Pierce Sanchez
4 | Who scored the first hattrick
in this year's Premier Division
_hu:kc}'lmgu:?
Biaka Kamal Roni
5 | Who clinched the national
cricket championship title this
year?
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SEN-VITS

Veteran winger
Liton scored a
hattrick as title
aspirants Abah-
ani Krira Chakra
whitewashed Po-
lice Athletics Club by nine goals
to pil in one of the two Green
Delta Insurance First Division
league matches scheduled at the
National Hockey Stadium
yesterday.

In a match which saw Aba-
hani dominating the entire
proceedings, Liton, the Amer-
ica—based former national
player, scored three goals in a
row while skipper Mamun and
forward Alamgir Alam added
two goals each to the winners
account. Besides, Rameez and
Raju struck one goal apiece for
Abahani who led the first ses-
sion 5-0.

It was the fifth consecutive
win for the Dhanmondi outfit
with which they raised their
tally to 15 points from five
matches and joined arch-rivals
Mohammedan Sporting Club
atop the 16-team standings.

On the other hand, Police
had the opposite taste as they
suffered their fifth successive
defeat yesterday.

In the second match on Sat-
urday afternoon. Abahani,
winners in the Karnaphuli Gar-
den City Club Cup tournament
last March, were ahead as early
as in the very first minute when
Raju pushed the ball home capi-
talising on a penalty corner re-
bounder. Defender Mamun dou-
bled the margin after three
minutes converting another
penalty corner, while Liton
made it 3-0 in the ninth minute
flicking the ball home from a
Raju pass from the right side.

Buoyed by the first goal,
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Sports Reporter

the next minute with a brilliant
field goal and then completed
his first treble in the league in
the 16th minute sounding the
board from an Alamgir pass. It

I

LITON ... hattrick

was the eleventh hattrick of the
}eague in 36 matches played so
dal.

Inspired by the huge first
half lead, Abahani kept Police
under acute pressure in the sec-
ond session and scored another
four goals to record their biggest
victory in the league.

Forward Alamgir blasted the
board capitalising on a bril-
liant through sent by Mahbub
Haroon from the midfield in
the 44th minute while Rameej
scored the next goal after four
minutes flicking the ball home
from a Mamun pass.

In the last ten minutes Aba-
hani continued with their of-

fensive and added two more
through Mamun and Alamgir.
The Abahani skipper sounded
the board through a penalty
corner in the 61st minute while
Alamgir served another nail on
Police's coffin with a magnifi-
cent field goal two-minute from

time.
TEAMS

ABAHANI KC: Shameem,
Rabiuddin, Shipu, Jumman,
Tapan, Raju, Khurshid, Alam-

ir, Lulu, Rameez, Khokon,
iton, Ejaz, Mamun and Ha-
roon.

POLICE AC: Maksud, Nazir,
Shahidur, Jahangir, Arjoo,
Nazim, Mohammad Ali,
Ashutosh, Shamsul, Lutfor,
Nasir, Rafiqgue, Gafran, Azam,
Bimal and Moshiur.

Umpires: U Marma and A
Rashid.

WARI WIN

Earlier, in the day's first
match, Wari Club registered a
marginal 2-1 victory over
Bachelor Sporting Club.

After a barren first half, War '

defender Shamimul struck
twice while Faiyaz reduced the
mar for Bachelors.

Bachelors' Latif and Masud
were sent off for their two
bookable offences.

The win raised Wari's tally
to 10 points from five matches.
On the other hand, Bachelors,
who suffered their fifth defeat
in a row, are yet to open their
account.

The league will observe a
break today on the occasion of
Holy Ashura and will resume
tomorrow with two matches. In
the first match. Usha Krira
Chakra will take . on
Bangladesh Railway while
Sonali Bank meet Dhaka
Ansars in the next.

Liton then scored his second in
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Sheikh Nasit Ahmed (R) makes a move against Tayebur Rahman Sumon during the 10th
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An unidentified Police defender clears the ball from Aba
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hani Krira Chakra forward Rameez during yesterday's Green
Delta First Division league match at the National Hockey Stadium. Abahani won the match 9-0.

— Star photo

BFF seeks PM's

tion, in a bid to end the existi
stalemate in the local footba

intervention
Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Football Federa-

| asTANBUL,

arena, has sought the interven-
tion of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday.

With the fate of the most ex-
citing Dhaka football league
looked bleak following a row
over the possession of the
Dhaka Stadium, a delegation of
BFF, led bﬁit: general secretary
Harun-ur-Rashid, MP, in a des-
perate attempt to solve the
problem met the head of the
Fmrcmment at her secretariat
ast evening.

The halt-an-hour lngf meet-
ing with the Prime Minister
turned out to be a successful
one, said a press release issued
by the BFF last night. "We have
requested the Prime Minister to
give us a guideline for a practi-
cal solution regarding the play-

ound so that we can start
the Metropolis football league.”

"The Prime Minister gave us
a lpati:nt hearing and assured
all possible cooperation for the
commencement of the football
season as soon as possible,”
said the press release.

(Galatasaray
Turk champs

‘May 17
Galatasaray. became, Turkish
league champions on Fridaaly
when their Istanbul arch-rivals
Fenerbahce were beaten 4-1 by

lowly. Genclerbirligi, reports

RIO DE JANEIRO,
May 17 (AP): For
Brazilian soccer
fans, winning
isn't hing —
it must be art, too.
So the satisfaction with the
national team should be a
warning to opponents.

"We're the t in the world
right now, and at the World Cu
we'll be at an even higher level."
said Flamengo striker Ro-
mario, who has returned to the
team with a flourish,

Leonardo, who helped Paris
Saint Germain reach the Euro-
pean Cup Winners' Cup final
earlier this week, says the
Brazilian team could win "Ev-
ery title there is" — and still not
come close to reaching its po-
tential.

For coach Mario Zagallo, his
teamn's recent play is "the soccer
of dreams.”

With the 1998 World Cup in
France still a year awa%. de-
fending champions Brazil
again look like the team to beat.

"Have no doubts,” an in-
spired Zagallo said recently. "In
'8, the Eiffel Tower, in all its
beauty, will illuminate Brazil's
fifth World Championship.

The numbers back him up.
Brazil have been No 1 in the
monthly FIFA rankingsisince
1994, when they beat Italy in

_ the findlat the Rose Bowl®o win

an urn ented fourth title,
On the field, Brazil have
been overwhelming. The latest
victitn was Mexico, bombarded
4-0 on April 30 in Miami. Be-

his wife Monica Santoro, Ro-
mario played poorly and was
widely written off as a has-
been.

But a second marriage
worked wonders, and a n
healthy Romario earned a last
chance on the team against
Poland. In a new role, passing
more and settan u? plays, Ro-
mario played brilliantly and
earned the berth.

"I'm a better player than I
was in '94." he said. "l was in
better physical shape then — |
had more strength, more explo-
sion — but today | am superior
technically.”
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MARIO ZAGALLO
The midfield, considered the

| “Cuses aredcceptable. |

from the

Playing a 'beautiful game’

vanni. Wai in the wings is
Djalmjnh:ir;g visionary play-

~maker from Palmeiras who

beat out Middlesborough's
Juninho for a berth.

World Cup veterans Mauro
Silva, and Dunga round out the
midfield.

Dunﬁn who returns as the
team's likely captain, is more
than a talented destroyer and
long-distance threat. It was his

leadership that was mi at
the 1996 summer Olympics,
when Brazil finished and

was so ashamed that the play-
ers skipped the medals cere-
mony and took the first flight

home.
lo's worry is the
defence. With few nmaﬁ

the new generation, he is rely-
ing on veterans and hoping they
et v repimesd JSecspilia
rep
on the t wing, while Roberto
Carlos of Real Madrid is the
starter on the left side. Anchor-
the middle is '94 Cup veteran
dair of Roma, and five
defenders are competing for the
other spot.

In goal, World Cup hero
Claudio Taffarel is back, after
several younger netminders
failed to 1mrrma 0.

Is o worried that the
team peak too soon? It's a
moot question for Brazil. Win-
ning is mandatory, and no ex-
aight
airport to the field and
E':n.“ he Eaidﬂ “The important

ing is we're always winning."
And Zagallo knows about
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