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India to make free
edn for children
under fourteen

NEW DELHI, May 17 : In an
attempt to curb child labour,
the Indian government has
proposed to make it compulsory
for all children below the age of
14 years to go to school, reports
AP.

Education will be free and
all parents must make sure
their children are educated un-
der a bill that could be intro-
duced in Parliament in July, a
month before the 50th anniver-
sary of India's independence.

Compulsory and free educa-
tion is currently only a sugges-
tion in the constitution and
cannot be enforced. The bill
will amend the constitution to
make it a fundamental right of
children, a promise the United
Front government made when
it came to power last year,
newspapers reported Saturday.

Children between the ages of
6 and 14 will be covered under
the proposed bill, the Cabinet of
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral decided on Friday night.

early 70 per cent of the
country's 950 million popula-
tion is illiterate, even though
there's a school within a dis-
tance of 1 kilometre (1/2 mile).

LTTE pounds army posts
with artillery fire

COLOMBO, May 17: Govern-
ment forces were cnnsulidaﬂn%
in an area captured from Tami
Tiger rebels in northern Sri
Lanka with the latest offensive
entering its fifth straight da
Saturday, officials here said,
reports .

The guerillas of the sepa-
ratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam {LTEE) pounded
army positions with artillery
fire blunting the military ad-
vance, officials said.

"The casualties on both sides
are high because of long range
artillery and mortar bomb at-
tacks.” a defence official here
said. "The air force is providing
close suri\:;)mrt to ground troops."

A efence Ministry
spokesman said Saturday that
troops of the latest offensive
code-named "Sure Victory” con-
tinued to consolidate their po-
sitions in the newly-captured
Omanthai town.

However, the clandestine
Voice of Tigcrs radio said they
lost only 26 fighters, including
two women and reported that

intense fighting was raging
around Omanthai area for the
filth day.

The radio monitored in the
northern town of Vavuniya
from where the army offensive
was launched on Tuesday said
there was large scale destruc-
tion that rendered thousands
homeless in the region.

Tamil sources in Vavuniya,
254 kilometres (158 miles)
north of the capital Colombo,
said ther could hear intermit-
tent shelling from army camps
on rebel areas further to the
north.

"The shelling started early
in the morning,” a resident said
over the telephone. "It has been
continuing virtually non-stop.”

"It looks like the army is
getting bogged down because of
the heavy resistance,” a Tamil
politician in Vavuniya said
addtnﬁ that the military was
probably ready for a drawn out
offensive.

Tamil sources also said that
at least 13 civillans had been

killed in the past four days.

Travellers from the region
had earlier said that the L
had dug winding underground
bunkers and oyed hundreds
of ﬁgcrﬂlnl. including women,
to defend Omanthai and block
the advancing army.

An estimated 20,000 troo
are involved in the latest -
tary offensive aimed at captur-
ing a k way to the north-
erm sula of Jaffna through
rebel-held territory.

On Thursday, the LTTE,
which is campaigning for a
homeland in the north and east
of the country, said the latest

hting "could develop into one
of the most callous of all Sri
Lankan assaults on the north
east.”

The military captured
Jaffna town from the L in
December 1995, and since then

had been ferrying supplies to
the region frumnﬁm mainland

by air and sea because the only
land route was under Tiger con-
trol. |
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Army will maintain security

during polls campaign
in Indonesia

JAKARTA, May 17 : Indone-
sia's military has given an as-
surance that it try to main-
tain security after incidents of
mob violence during the na-
tion's election campaign, the
Jakarta Post newspaper re-
ported today, says Reuter.

Armed forces (Abri)
spokesman Brigadier-General
Slamet Supriadi said that as of
Thursday, 73 people had died,
mostly in traffic accidents,
since the campaign began three
weeks earlier.

"Abri has made an all-out ef-
fort to maintain security so
that people can go about their
daily business without fear,"
guprladi told reporters on Fri-

ay.

Fﬂn?crnment officials have
said that cam has been
marred by violations of strict
rules designed to limit con-
frontation between supporters
of rival parties and lessen the

L]

risk of street violence.

Indonesians on May 29 cost
their votes in national, regional
and district elections for
candidates from the rulin
Golkar, Muslim-oriente
United Development Part
([PPP) and Christian-national-
ist Indonesian Democratic

Party (PDI).

The government only
recognises these three parties

and has rejected the candidates
of ousted PDI leader Megawati

Sukarnoputri whose supporters

continue to appear in cam-
aifﬂn for the government-
acked %DI faction.

The official Antara news
agency said Megawati support-

ers in the east Java town of

Malang on Friday injured three
members of the security forces
in a clash after they tried to

take down a Megawati bannery

at a local teacher training col-

lege.

Internation:l — — — ———————————

Ole Skibnes (R), organisor of this year's International
Moustache and Beard Fesival, has an unidentified
hairdresser (L) doing the final touches to his moustache,
in Norway Friday. This year's meeting of admirers of
facial hair is currently held in Trondheim/Norway along
with competitions for the nicest beards and moustaches
in various categories.

— AFP/UNB photo

South Korean rescue workers check survivors at the site
of a collapse building in Seoul Saturday. One worker
died and at least three others were seriously injured
when a five storey building that being demolishing caved

in Seoul.
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— AFP/UNB photo

800 kg

Cambodian

marijuana seized in Cambodia :
police seized about 800 kg (1,760 1b) of marijuana at
a Phnom Penh home yesterday an

arrested two policemen,

officials said, Reuter reports from Phnom Penh.
Police General Skavdavy M Ly Roun said the wife of one of
the two arrested was also being held in connection with the

case. Dru
juana ha
said. Skavdavy

processing equipment was also seized. The mari-
a street value of up to 2.4 million dollar, officials
said the seizure could be linked to the seizure of

706 kg (1,550 Ib) of marijuana on Thursday.

Floods affect 20,000 in Afghanistan :

Some 20,000 people have been affected by massive flooding that

has swept across 10 provinces in the north of Af
International Federation of the Red Cross and

anistan, the
Crescent said

Friday, AFP reports from Geneva.

Many have lost their homes or belo

g8 across a vast area,

and several committees of the Red Crescent have arrived with
initial aid. Sub-delegations of the Federation of the
International Committee of the Red Cross at Mazar-i-Sharif
have distributed blankets, clothing and food, and an evaluation
of requirements in the worst-hit areas is underway.

10 CIS newsmen die this year:

Ten journalists have died in the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) since the start of the year, and 16 others are still

missing, the journalists protection grou
Foundation reported Friday, AFP repo

Glasnost Defence
rts from Moscow.

Six journalists were killed in Russia, two in Kazakhstan and
two in Ukraine, it said. Among the missing are seven Russian
journalists seized in recent weeks in the breakaway republic of
Chechnya. The seven are 'still alive’ said Oleg Panfilov, a
Glasnost Defence Foundation spokesman.

Ex-New York FBI chief dies :

James Fox, who as head of the FBI's New York office sent mob
boss John Gotti to jail, died Friday morning. He was 59, AP

reports from New York.

Fox, an executive of the Mutual of America insurance com-

pany since leaving

the FBI, fell ill a week

ago with bacterial

peritonitis and died at Mount Sinai Hospital, his assistant,

Maria Aleman, said. Fox left the FBI in 1993, a

after nai

ar and a half

Gotti on racketeering and murder charges. Gotti is
serving a life prison term. "Jim Fox was an outstanding

and

courageous man who responded his entire life in an exemplary
fashion," said William Sessions, the former FBI director.

Volcano erupts in Indonesia :

About 300 vill

ers on a remote island fled their homes after a
volcano erupted sending rocks, ash and hot mud high

into the

air, the newspaper Kompas reported Saturday, AP reports from

Jakarta.
Houses were dam

and crops destroyed, but there were no

reports of casualties, The newspaper said Hili Adulo, a 700-

metre (2,296-foot) high volcano on Nias island,

1,250

kilometres (780 miles) northwest of Jakarta, exploded on

Wednesday.

Money changers robbed in Karachi :

Four men disguise

as police officials robbed two money

changers of 50.9 million rupees (around 1.2 million dollars)
police said yesterday, AFP reports from Karachi.

Then men wearing

changers carrying pac

. parking area of

drug smuggl

olice uniforms intercepted the money

of forei
arachi International
The robbers told the money dealers

and local lcurren in the
Airport late Friday.
they suspected them to be

ers took them to a deserted place and blindfolded

them after snatching the cash, police said.

Votin g Er?

Cameroon

ins in Cameroon:
parliament yesterday with President

Paul Biya's party counting on opposition divisions to .bring it

victory

's 180 seats.

, Reuter reports from Yaounde.
Biya's Cameroon People's Democratic
alml:ﬁ for an absolute majority of 91 of

(RDPC) says it is
e New National

_caught the

France signs 1partnership

BEIJING, May 17: France on
Friday signed a landmark
"global partnershilivl" accord
with China but also threw down
the gauntlet over human rights
by demanding the release of 17

ssidents, reports AFP.

President -iIacques Chirac
signed the declaration ma Fmg
DEP a vision of a new wurlp or-
der after talks here with Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin, who de-
scribed the pact as an "historic
document.”

Chirac also meet Chinese
Premier Li Peng who said the
French president and Jiang had
opened a new chapter in Sino-
French relations, the Xinhua
news agency said.

The accord was "of far-
reaching significance for pro-
moting the trend of multi-po-
larisation of the world and the
formation of a new interna-
tional pattern,” Xinhua re-
ported Li as saying.

For China, its most sought-
after achievement was Chirac's
clear statement in the docu-
ment that human rights, al-
though a universal principle,
are dependent on national cir-
cumstances.

But there was a sting in the
tail later when Chirac revealed
his Forelgn Minister Herve de
Charette had submitted a list of
17 Chinese and Tibetan dissi-
dents to counterpart Qian
Qichen.

"This was done verbally and
in writing," said Chirac, the
first French president to visit
China for 14 years.

For France, the major

achievement of the document
was the promise ol more eco-
nomic cooperation in aviation,
space exploration and nuclear
power.

"France and China have de-
cided to reinforce their indus-
trial and commercial partner-
ship in the aircraft and space
sector,” the document said.

"China is in favour of the
continuation of the participa-
tion of French industrialists in
the Chinese nuclear develop-
ment programme,” it added.

Chirac and Jiang witnessed
the signing Thursday of avia-

tion contracts worth 1.7 billion

dollars, which included a Chi-

accord with China

nese order for 30 European Air-
buses. '

But sensitivities over human
rights continued to plague the
meeting, with China's Foreign
Ministry categorically denying
any discussion in the Jiang-
Chirac meeting, while French
sources said Chirac had urged
China to begin talks with the
Vatican and with the Dalai
Lama on the future of Tibet.

Beijing, which considers the
Dalai Lama a top public enemy,
has said it will not consider
talks with the spiritual leader
until he ceases his alleged sepa-
ratist activities.

Opposition rejects new law

Albanian parliament dissolved

TIRANA, May 17: Albanian
President Sali Berisha late Fri-
day dissolved parliament and
caﬁed early legislative elec-
tions for June 29, defyi
sition threats of a poll
reports AFP.

In a statement Berisha said
the move took into account "the
wishes of the political forces ex-
pressed in the political contract
signed May 9 between the politi-
cal parties and the représenta-
tive of the OSCE", re g to
the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE)'s special envoy Franz
Vranitzky.

It follows his promulgation
earlier Friday of an electoral

Oppo-
oycott,

law passed overnight by par-
liament.

The opposition had immedi-
ately rejected the new law — as
it had a similar one passed
Tuesday — on the grounds it
favoured Berisha's ruling
Democratic Party by maintain-
ing a majority voting system.

Vranitzky had continued
mediation efforts in Tirana
Friday but failed to find a com-
promise between the demo-
cratic Party — which dominates
the parliamment — and the oppo-
sition Socialist Party concern-
ing the electoral law.

A peaceful end to the crisis
gripinﬁ Albania since January

epends heavily on the outcome
of these negotiations.

.......

T

iss Venezuela, Ii.‘.[.a:azrena Ben.;nmu {L}, Miss USA, Brook Mahea Lee (C), and s

Trinadad and Tobago, Margot Bourgeois (R) smiles after being picked as the three
finalists of the Miss Universe 1997 Pageant in Miami Beach, on Friday Mahealani Lee
went on to win the beauty pageant.

Zaire potentially rich enough
to light up African continent

KINSHASA, May 17: Zaire, a
sprawling but volatile republic
strategically placed at the heart
of Africa, is Putentiall:,r one of
the continent's richest nations,
reports Reuter.

Blessed with vast mineral
wealth, fertile soil and rivers
able to generate enough power
to light up the whole continent,
its more than 40 million people
from numerous ethnic groups
should be the envy of their
neighbours. |

ut a combination of ram-
pant corruption, administra-
tive chaos and bitter ethnic and
political rivalry have made
them among the poorest on the
world's poorest continent.

At the height of the 19th cen-
tury European scramble for
Africa, what b??ﬂ% Zaire
o an King
Leopold, who duped rivals into
thinking his intentions were
humanitarian and turned it
into a private commercial
monopoly.

The huge nation straddli
three time zones has lurche
from one crisis to another since

— AFP/UNB photo

Pakistan foils

bid to smuggle
in 65kg heroin

ISLAMABAD, May 17 : Pak-
istani authorities Friday foiled
an attempt to smuggle in 65
kilograms (143 pounds] of
heroin from neighbouring

. Afghanistan, state-run televi-

sion said, reports AFP.

A squad from the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) intercepted a
minibus in western Peshawar
near Afghan border and recov-
ered the contraband drug con-
cealed in cavities of the vehicle,
it said.

The haul was described the
biggest heroin seizure in the
country since the beginning of
this year.

e arrested driver of the
vehicle's Javaid told his inves-
tigators the heroin was brought
from Afghanistan and that he
was 15,000 rupees (365 dol-
lars) to take it to eastern La-
hore, bordering India, the ANF
zonal chief Brigadier Bahra-
mand Shah told reporters in
Peshawar.

Blast in mosque
leaves 3 dead
in Nigeria

LAGOS, May 17: A bomb
blast timed for Friday Muslim
prayers left three worshipers

dead in the market town of
Onitsha, Nigerian radio re-

| ported, signaling an intensifi-
| cation of an a

anti-gov-
ernment bombing campaign,
reports AP.

The blast, and another ear-
lier bumbﬂtimed for rush Jilﬁ:.t?
were the first targeting ci s
in:';i'll:nf:ne lthrf: bombing campaign

ast year.

g%r;e second blast went off
soon after worshipers gathered
inside one of the city's few
mosques, blowing apart the
bodies of three worshipers and
leaving another 17 injured _
some critically _ the radio re-
ported.

The earlier blast left no in-
juries. It was unclear from the
radio report where in Onitsha,
an o ition stronghold about
200 miles (320 kms) east of the
commercial capital of Lagos.
the first blast took place.

Left, centre-right
neck-and-neck
“1in French
polls campaign

PARIS, May 17: The left and
the centre-right are neck-and-
neck iln the ch par]la.nl]iu:,ﬂ-
tary election cam a!tgrl a e
over a week aheatf of the first-
round vote, accor to a (FOH
made public early today
reports Reuter.

The Louis Harris Survey for
LCI French television found the
combined left and the centre-
right government tied on 39 per
cent each in the first-round vote
of the May 25 June 1 election.

The poll gave the ecologists
seven per cent of the first-round

vote and the far-right National
Front 15 per cent.

independence from Belgium in
1 :
ﬁ:1""..‘23;"&:11&‘:1'.':111 strongman Mobutu
Sese Seko, taking advantage of
superpower rivalry, ruled, vir-
tually unchallenged from 1965
untllya combination of foreign
and domestic forced him to em-
brace multi-party politics in
1990. -
Elections, repeatedly post-
I{gmned. were promised by July

Mobutu, presenting himself
as the one symbol of national
unity in a nation where indi-
vidual regions such as copper-
rich Shaba and diamond-rich
Kasai :ndju d de facto auton-
omy, had planned for stand.

ut prostate cancer surgery
in Europe in August 1996 and a
revolt by Tutsi-dominated
rebels who took up arms in Oc-
tober have weakened his grip on
Africa's third largest nation.

He had recently said he
would not take part in the elec-
tions. On Friday, it was an-
nounced in Kinshasa that
Mobutu had left the government
in charge of national policy, but

would retain his title as head of
state.

Rebels, led by Laurent Ka-
bila, control three quarters of
Zaire, including its economic

heartland with its diamonds,
copper, cobalt and gold.

Some key facts about Zaire
A Belgian colony that be-
came independent in 1960.
Africa's third largest coun-
try after Sudan and glg:rla
Spectacular rivers — the
mighty Zaire (Congo) river is
the world's eighth longes

t — dis-
sect tropical rainforest,

plateaux, savannas and moun-

tains.

Its population is 43.8 mil-
lion (UN 1995 estimate).

Its capital is Kinshasa,
which has five million people.

Most Zaireans are nomi-
nally Christian, half Roman
Catholics,

Its official language is
French, its main local tongue
Lingala.

ts currency is the New Zaire.

Diamonds, copper, cobalt,
gold and others minerals are its

main source of wealth.
19th-century explorer Henry
Morton Stanley, who won fame
tracing missing missionary
David Livingstone in the
African jungle, spearheaded
European colonisation of what
became modern-day Zaire.
English novelist Joseph
based his bleak classic
"Heart of Darkness" of its river

and jungles.

The deadly ebole virus is
named after a river there. -

Lgt:lh: &hmcﬂcar;_ revntll.:ﬂnn-

uevara fought there

g{'iycﬂjr with rebels, including

Laurent Kabila, in the 1960s, he |

left questioning their revolu-
tionary reaulw_:.

UN Secretary-General Dag
Hammarskjoeld died in mys-
tery plane crash in neigbouring
Zambia in 1961 while trying to
Eel;l»_l ease Zaire's independence

irt |

Its musicians and music —
the late Franco and his okay
azz rumba rhythms at the fore-
ront — are renowned through-
out Africa.

US envoy returning with
no ME peace deal

JERUSALEM, May 17:#De-
spite two last-minute meetings
with the Israeli and Palestinian
leaders, American special en-
voy Dennis Ross is returning Lo
the United States without set-
tling the problem of Israeli
construction in Jerusalem, re-
ports AP.

The Palestinians blamed
Ross Friday for not ssively
tackling Jewish settlement ex-
pansion on disputed land.

"What Mr Ross needs to do is
get on a helicopter, and go
around the territories and see
the land that is being stolen for
Israeli settlement purposes,”
Palestinian negotiator Nabil
Shaath said.

Ross met Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netenyahu
a day after Arafat snubbed Ross
amig complaints the US envoy
was not pushing the Israelis
hard enough to freeze Israeli
construction.

But Ross was criticised by
the Palestinians as simply be-
ing a messenger between the
sides, and he failed to win any

concessions from the Israelis.

While the Clinton adminis-
tration has criticised Israeli
settlement-building in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, it has ap-
peared unwilling in its position
as mediator to push for specific
concessions.

Arafat had called off a meet-

ing with Ross at nearly mid-
night Thursday, sa was
too busy talking to Palestinian

negotiators. Then, on Friday,
Arafat ordered Palestinian of-
ficials not to attend a meti
Ross had arranged with the Is-
raelis to discuss resuming po-
lice cooperation, suspended two
months ago when construction
began on a new Jewish neigh-
borhood in Jerusalem.

Arafat's snubbing of Ross
was unwise, US consul general

in ::lleruaalcm Edward Abington
said,

"I think that when Arafat
does not want to see Ross, he is
saying he does not want to see
the president of the United
States, and that is not good”,
Abington said.

4 jailed in China for arms

SIm

BEIJING, May 17 : A Chinese
court has sentenced four people
to prison terms of up to 14 years
for smuggling into the United
States the largest cargo of con-
traband automatic weapons in
US history, state media said to-
day, reports Reuter.

The gun smuggling ring, un-
covered early last year, was ini-
tially reported to involve Chi-
na's to largest government-run
ammunitions merchants and
caused huge embarrassment to
Beijing at a time when Sino-US
ties had chilled over Taiwan.

China had vowed to punish
those it said exported the
firearmms without approval, and
the court said the weapons were
smuggled by a -running ring
that included employees of
China's huge state munitions
merchant, China North Indus-
tries Corp (NORINCO).

The case was initiallg} re-
ported to involve both NOR-
INCO and China's other major

NAIROBI, May 17 : As his
dream of toppling Zaire's dicta-
tor neared reality, rebel leader
Laurent Kabila traded his com-
bat fatigues for pinstriped
shirts and handled with busi-
nessmen more often than with
soldiers, reports AP.

Kabila has kept his eye on
the future during his seven-
month rebellion to oust Mobutu
Sese Seko, saying that military
victories were easy compared to
running Zaire's government
and rebuilding its economy.

"If I can't do better than
Mobutu, then our rebellion will
have been a failure," Kabila
said.

So, as his forces t west-
ward across Zaire, Kabila made
it a priority to begin repairin
the economy that Mobutu ha
plundered for more than three
decades to become one of the
world's richest men.

In the cities and provinces
that the rebels call the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo,
Kabila reduced duties on most
imports and exports, trimmed
the civil service and tried to
stop corruption.

mfle even began to dress the
part to woo foreign investors.
~ The b56-year-old Kabila
stop wearing fatigues early
in the rebellion. Then as vic-
tory drew within reach, he re-
laced his a crisply pressed sa-
suit, base cap and white
nike shoes with more Western
attire — black pants, a pin-
strilped shirt and leather shoes.
f his aim was to help calm
fears that he is a wild-eyed rev-
olutionary intent on snubbing
the West for its longtime sup-
port of Mobutu, it appeared to
succeed

A mining firm agreed to give
the rebels million dollars as
a down payment on a deal to big

for what could be the world's
largest copper and cobalt de-
osits. About 30 investment
ers visited rebel headquar-

Kabila's only dream is
to do better

into US
government-run arms mer-!
chant, Polytechnologies Ltd
headed by a son-in-law of the

late paramount leader Deng Xi-
aoping.

The Dalian city intermedi-
ate people's court handed down
a l4-year sentence against Qi
Feing, former manager of
Duoweidi Science and Technol-
ogy Co Ltd in Beijing, for ille-

ﬁl}r exporting the firearms to
%hl;'! United States, the China
daily said.

The court in the northeast-
ern port cit Eailed three others,

‘Flun 61‘1 Qixiu and Guo
Chengkun, employees of NOR-
INCO, for three and four years
for dereliction of duty.

US federal agents last May
seized the 2,000 AK -47 rifles
and 4,000 ammunition -
zines, with a street value of 4
million dollar, the biggest haul
of sm ed automatic weapons
in US history.

A

Laurent Kabila

ters in southeastern Lubum-
bashi to talk with Kabila about
possible investments.

After their uprising began in
September as a protest against
an attempt to expel ethnic Tut-
sis from eastern Zaire, Kabila's
rebels faced only occasional
resistance frnm,muutl_i_rhrngug

overnment forces. at al-
owed them to advance swiftl
across Africa's third-larges
country to within striking dis-
tance of Kinshasa.

So far, Mobutu has turned
over power only to his own gov-
ernment — not to Kabila. It ap-

ars o a matter of time,

owever, before Kabila is run-
ning the country, and doubts al-

ready have arisen over his
commitment to democracy,

Kabila has said that he ex-
[pccts to step down after a year-
ong transition to elections. But
he has banned all political par-
ties except his own, the Alliance
of Democratic Forces for the
Liberation of Congo-Zaire, the
same thing Mobutu did after
seizing :

His reputation has been
tarnished, too, by allegations
that his soldiers have massa-
cred Rwandan Hutu refugees.




