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Indictment on Doctors

The medical practitioners among all profes-
sionals in the government service have the in lo-
rious distinction of coming at the top for irregular-
ities and indiscipline. This is the finding of a re-

ort by no less an authoritative body than the Pub-
Hc Service Commission (PSC). We believe thére
could not be a stronger indictment on the perfor-
mance by the country's physicians than this. In-
deed the doctors, barring
ethical and devoted to their duty, have earned
enough unpopularity among the
the Hippocratic oath-takers have by now learnt to
be sufficiently insensitive to brush aside all public
criticisms against them and hardly ever felt to
change their ways. Now that the body that is their
selecting authority for service has brought such se-
rious charges against them, can we expect them to
wake up from their long slumber?

To be identified as the number one group to be
negligent of duty is particularly deplora le for
physicians because their service directly relates to
individual's life or death. Nowhere is it more evi-
dent than in government hospitals and that too on
two levels: first they are not sincere about their
job; second whatever service they render there,
they do so for the rich and the influential. The
common people are completely ignored. But this is
totally inconsistent with the oath they take at the
time of stepping into the profession.

We hold the view that the neglect shown to the
suffering people is also inconsistent for another
reason. This concerns the medical professionals’
income through private practice or involvement
with private health clinics and diagnostic centres.
When they have been earning a lot of money, there
is no reason why they should neglect their profes-
sional duties. Unfortunately, not only their pro-
fessional ethics and integrity but also- their effi-
ciency has also been questioned by people seeking
medical help. This explains why people who can
afford, go abroad for medical treatment.

We urge our doctors to take note of what the pub-
lic think of them, and reform themselves with a
view to restoring the dignity of their noble profes-

' DU Second Shift -

Although no decision has been taken yet, Dhaka
University authorities' reported contemplation
over a possible second shift appears to be a belated
dawning of the inevitable. Indeed the pressure of
admission seekers in country's most vaunted seat
of higher education has grown enormously over
the years. Rise in the demographic index as well as
in that of the education coupled with a stasis in the

rowth of institutions for higher education have
%een the reasons behind this suffocating glut in the
few universities that are there, Dhaka University
being the worst sufferer of them all.

Matters have been further complicated by what
we have come to know as session jam or backlog.
While students in the university were counting
their academic life in terms of donkey's years the
number of those outside — the aspiring entrants
spiralled in geometric pmgressinn. Every year,
students with excellent academic background are

or higher education.

Perhaps, this annual tale of disappointment due
to failed dreams of higher education would have
been little shorter had the middle class illusion of-
education as a university degree been replaced by
real understanding of it as an aid for an individual

to prosper both singly and natfonally.

' The few private universities that have cropped
. up in the recent times are too young for an evalua-
tive survey of their impact in shedding the load off
the state universities. Until now, private univer-
sity as a concept for promoting the cause of higher
education in the country seems to be hamstrung by
two factors of seminal importance: economics and
quality. The one or two universities that ensure
quality education just do not fit into the economic
ability of a typical’ middle class Bangladeshi fam-
ily. The majority of those with a semblance of
proximity to the middle class affordability is just
not good . In fact , some of them are travesty of the
picture that springs in our mind by the name of a
university. So, higher education in the private sec-
tor is still a dilemma between quality and afford-
ability.

Under the circumstances, the thought about
starting a second shift by the DU authorities seems
to be what the doctor ordered. Notwithstanding the
certain disadvantages like non availability
transport and residential facilities as mooted to be
faced the students of the second shift, the idea
looks destined to serve , no matter , how infinites-

imally, the middle class dream of higher educa-
tion. ;

.~ ANew Telecom Reality -

The 29th World Telecommunications day was
celebrated yesterday in Bangladesh as elsewhere
amidst a reality that was distinctively different
form that of any such occasion in the past. It came
with Bangladesh caught in the middle of her slow

but inexorable preparation to embrace the latest

telecommunications technology marked by wel-
come government initiative to remove the obsta-
cles impeding the process.

The importance of telecommunications as an
integral condition for development can hardly be
overemphasised. It is a pity that although we have
harped long and loud about problems like political
stability and natural disaster, we have apparently
given very little thought to our telecommunica-
tions reality. One reason that weakens the argu-
ment of our touted relative strength in wooing for-
eiﬁn investors is our poor telecommunications fa-
cility. Only after modern telecommunications is
ensured along with of course, political stabili
that our advantage of having cheap labour wi
lend credence to our claim as the possible invest-
ment destination. .

Apart from huge investment for the infra struc-
tural development in the telecommunications sec-
tor, an overhauling of the concerned government

agency seems to be the order of the day. Because for |

years TNT has been a den of corruption and all
sorts of anomalies, a fact that probably goes a long
way to explain the general dpattem of telecommu-
nications charge in Bangladesh which is probably
the highest in the world.

We hope the day has left the government with-a
lt};:itghtened realisation of what needs to be done in
s sector.

a handful of the highly -

public. However |

%Etting defeated in their bid to 'enter the university

of the .

‘seek permission from our gov-

" his chosen 1 _ _
not: threat the Prime Minister
of a state. Moreover, he has eir- - -
culated the copy of the letter to

S —— T ——— . —— - e

. —

.—|--.-—-—' e — - ——

The British Elections: Do We Have

Something to Learn?

by Dr Khandakar Qudrat-I Elahi

The political culture mmm&wwmm“mmwoﬂhwmmof

ir political leaders; it i the achicvemertt bf strict practice of democratic principles .
il rolit priclise democracy in their parties? We must find an answer if we do

we going to make our political leaders

— . _-i-'-.

LHE Parliament: Elec-
tion in Britain has put
the Labour Party in
power and by that has set the
stage for a new era in the

British politics, ending 18 years .

of continuous
rule. - v g _
Two historic’ events took
place in the British election.
First, the Labour Party won a
landslide victory: of the 659-
member House of Commons, it
captured 419 seats while the
Conservative Party managed to
secure only 165 seats. The
Labour handed the Censerva-
tives their worst drubbing since
1832 as BBC political una]]yst
Anthony King says, "Landslide
is too weak a word. 1 would offer
ou a metaphor: it's an asteroid
Eitting the planet, destroying
practically, all life in earth.”
Second, Tony Blair, the. 43-
year-old charismatic leader of
the Labour Party. became the
Britain's youngest primé mints-
ter in 185 years. "
In Britain, two things
change very quickly after a Par-
liamentary {
government, if defeated and the
other is the leadership of the de-
feated party. The polls ended at
10 pm on the 1st of May, and the
Prime Minister John Major
tendered his resignation to the
Queen next day at 11:30 ain. in
just an hour's time, Mr Blair

Conservative

was sworn in as the new Primne *
; "not at-all di

Minister of Britain.

In accepting the Election re-
sults, Mr. Major stated, "We
have been comprehensively de-

feated." On-the one hand, he-

congratulated Mr, Blair in his
post and offered his help in
running the government; on the
other, he asked his party lead-
ers and workers to reflect upon
the defeat and-suggested them to
select a new leader to lead them
forward in theitr reflections.
Had the Labour Party
win the election, Mr Blair, in
all probability, would -have to
resign. This is the British polit-
ical culture.

The British elections per-
haps carry little value for us,
because the nature and outcome
of the general elections in our
country are fundamentally dif-
ferent: they- neither- represent
our conscious desire of chang-
ing the government and its

olicies, nor they hrin%_ any re-
ief to our;iroubled life and
provide any hope for the future.

f

1 _HE history of the world : sy
. .abounds _ _with -~ than's . -
sacrifices for the sake of

his elevating to higher life,
ennobling his self and fulfilling
the purpose of his existence in
response to the call of time.
Such sacrifices are sometimes
ritualised in order for the
posterity to observe, remember
and relive the occasion so that
the inculcation- of the values

strengthens them not to be

found wanting in the face of
similar challenges. Two occa-
sions reminiscent of sacrifices
of abiding influences appear in
quick succession to the Mus-
lims in the course of just a
month — the Eid-ul-Azha and
the Muharram — the one taking
place on the 10th of the last
month and the other on the
same date of first month of the
Hijri year. The former embod-
ies the supreme sacrifice of the
patriarch Abraham and the
other enshrines that of Hazrat
Imam Hussain (R), both replete
with lessons of immense signif-
icance for mankind, especially

emboldening them with the

spirit that knows na cempla-

' cence in the way of fulfilling di-

vine commands. :
With the revolvi year
Ashura, the tenth of Muhar-

- ram, appears not to ‘tell in
muumﬁﬁmmhers* the tragedy

of Karbala but to remind us of

~ the injunctionis of the Almighty
gh the -

Allah, revealed through
teachings of the holy Quran and

demonstrated by the last and . -
the greatest Prophet Muham-

mad (SM)}, nay, to translate
those into reality. The tragedy
of Karbala is not only catas-
trophic of the Hussain family,
the direct descendants of the
Prophet but of the entire hu-
manity as it unleashed the
forces of destruction of the
democratic institution_— the

rule le's consent. It was’
L of the good in the
hand of the evil — _Hussain'

the revers

Sir, I have gone thruﬁgh the
comment any by Mahfuz Anam

in The Daily Star dated 29th
April_re the latter writ-
ten by Mr Philip Tose, Chaif-

man of Peregrine Investmeént
Hol - in Hong Kong to
our Prime Minister. Really, the

“of the letter was in-
sulting. Being the Chairman of
the company, Mr Tose has évery
right to protect his
But the way he"has chosen to -
save his empl

taken anyegal action ag

his company, he- should fight
legally and ifl that case he may

-to allow him tg engage
awyer. But
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However.” thie -f'.ll'g'j.'t'iun “in
Britain has given S an oppor-
tunity, an occasiori, ta reflect
on our sitiatien; 16 reflect on

‘what is wrong witit 6c.

systen:
Accepliny the verdret of the

people by cerice defeat and
congratulating the “¥iCtores
party is sed to-b€ a paliti=

cal courtesy in_a-derhocratic
system. upately. this po-
litical courtes not exit in
our CO . We truly fair
Parliamentary electiorr i 1991
undeér the caretaker govern-
ment of .Juatli:::fe Shaha Eddmi
the present Pre . Awam
League Leader éhnﬂch Hasina,
the present P{IHH‘: minister,
i:ouhj not accept the eléction to
be so fair; she, therefore, ac-
cused of a sukkha karchupi

(subtle p=anip taken
piate_m.thcﬂ%

in "B . pe

stood

this =W1 s ihe®
meaiiing of het on, she
did’ two thing¥’ First: 8he cre- -
ated 4 precedence of Tiot wel-
conmn reés of-o"Feneral

election that I8 gppretiated to

‘be fair both  at. hotfie and

abroad. Second, she uncon-
sciously questioned the .in-
tegrity. of yustice Almed, as.the
election was Tonducted under

his Teadership. , .--~

" BNP's Politiced Position s
: that of

Awami kbeaguge s. resign-
ing, it-eoncluded = Eﬁcuurr’“rh

“ which- no” other r:ulms:al party

participatéd a Was  disap-
‘proved overwhelmi both-at

ome and abroad. BNP, how-
ever, claimed their one-pariy
election to be both fair and con-
stitutional. On the contrary,

they declined to-accej e Te-
sults of the genetal election
-cnl‘idu:tpd'*l_:n}t..ﬂlc d care-

rmunent.  Currently

they have refused to participate
in the by-elections. and ~de-

manded - fo_ remove the Chief ,

accusatiori that few people in
Bangladesh can understand.

-~ In democracy, the sovereign
power of the state belengs, theo-

retically, to the penple_fwha'.ch';"
he general
electiogn. - People exhihit their ..

exercise in the

vernment. Accordingly, the
allure of a political party to
form the government amounts

to geopl:'s disapproval of its
leaders. In Britain, if the party

in power is defeated, its leader

Election C ner. Their
~accusation _is.-#rdl eléettons ..
would: nét Be fair utider him™an

Bangladesh has

resigns and a new leader is

. -elected by a leadership conven-

tion. If the op
fails to win the
lar politiéal
place.

In our country, the outcome
of a general election has little

effect on the party leadership.
This indicates that the people,
the presumed sovereign author-
ity of the state, have little influ-
ence, let alone control, on our
political parties and their lead-
ers. In turn, this reveals the
nature and extent of poverty in
our political system. The ques-
tion is, why our political sys-
tém is like this?

- Moudud Ahmed, in his
highly publicised book, Democ-
racy and the Challenge of De-
velopment: A Study of Politics
and Military Interventions in
identified
three factors responsible, in his
words, for the crisis of democ-
racy in our country.

e first factor is the fac-
tionalism that has been causi
fragmentation of our politic

arties since independence.

his, in turn, encourages the
formation of new parties. The
ultimate outcome of this pro-
cess is the mushrooming of a
large number of parties with
poor organisational structure
and little pubic support. The
second factor is the profound
role that the political heritage
and the family background
have been playing in determin-
ing the leadership of political
parties in our country.

Mr Ahmed's final factor is
the totally autocratic manage-
ment of the political parties. In
his own words, "Each major
party is headed by a person who
is omnipotent in the manage-
ment of the party, including the
formation of the central and
executive committees. The

structures and committee
are filled by nominations and
not by elections. Council meet-
ings and annual meetings are
not held regularly and parties
are run at the dictate of one per-
son without any process of con-

sition party
ection, a simi-
process takes

anruval of a political party by, - sultation or discussion. Loyalty
ele

cting its leaders to run-the
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1ief is that the saorifite done for' = _ful — and he was found
‘the establishment-of the good

'shines upon our téars' amd
gains wuniversal -actl irre-

mbolistg the: forfijer  and

-y

spective of any <istinction be-

~ tween east and. creet inspiring
~all to . consider-

der. 6" offerings
greater in the struggh

against falsehood:« ':_ B e
The rise of Yazid IS perhaps

the most ignominious incident
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to the leader becomes more im-

and values... How are

portant than loyalty to the
party or the country.”

Mr Ahmed has indeed iden-
tified the true factor responsi-
ble for the crisis in our pelitical
system. This factor is that our
political parties are undemo-
cratic in the true sense of the
term; they hardly practise or-
ganisational rules and princi-
ples. If they did, political par-
ties would not have fragmented
due to factionalism and more
importantly, political herita
and family background would
have played truly productive
role.

Both Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia were dragged into
politics with the express pur-

ose of saving their parties
rom being disintegrated. The
assassinations of Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman and Ziaur Rah-
marn created vacuums in the top
party hierarchies of Awami
League and BNP, respectively,
which the central leaders failed
to fill through political process.
Sheikh Mujib's daughter and
General Zia's wife were brought
into the picture to halt the emi-
nent disintegration. Once they
were in, they could not be sent
back, because there were power-
ful groups for keeping them in
power. However, none of such
situations would have devel-
oped if these parties were run
and managed democratically.

The political culture we ob-
serve in the advanced demo-
cratic countries is not the result
of the magnanimity of their po-
litical leaders: it is the
achievement of strict practice
of democratic principles and
values. The Iron Lady Thatcher
was forced to hold leadership
convention and finally resign
from the party leadership dur-
ing the period of her premier-
ship. John Major had to go
through the same process but
luckily survived.

How are we going to make
our political leaders practice
democracy in their parties? We
must find an answer if we do
care about our welfare. There is,
however, one thing that we can
be certain of beyond any
shadow of doubt: we would
never get true democracy in our
country if our political parties
tend to be undemocratic.

The author is a visitor, [)e-
partment of Economics, Uni-
versity of Guelph, Canacda.

by M Arshad Ali

_that God enjoins upon the faith-

equal to
_discharging it with the utmost
sincerity and greatest sacrifice.

:A little bit of compromise on
_his part might have saved his

life and the lives of his family
and companions, may be he
might have waxed and wal-

could well ensue from his sur-
render to Yazid — luxury and
debauchery incarnate along
with all the attendant vices.
Had he resorted to so doing, an
abysmal degradation would
have been his lot. He could not
have succeeded in the trial that
tested his allegiance to God as

_well as to the nation and the

faith. Temptation for worldly
happiness could not stand in
the way of fulfilment of his du-

ties ordained by his Creator.
Dark oblivion, that could have
engulfed him in the event of his
failure to prove himself equal
to the task he was assi to,
itself proved futile. He emerged
out victorious and that is why,
the great poet and philosopher
Igbal is found chanting ‘Islam
zinda hota hai har Karbala ke
bad’ (Islam emerges victorious
after every incident of the di-
mension of Karbala).
Hussain's sacrificing spirit
demonstrates the inherent in-
vincible spirit of the faith of
Islam that enjoins upon its fol-
lowers to do right, being an ex-
ample to others to do right and
exercising to see that right pre-
vails and eschewing wrong, be-
ing an example to others to es-
chew wrong and exercising to

" WINDS OF CHANGE |

Labour Loosens Reins

With Labour Party installed in power after long
18 years, Britain is all set to see winds of change
sweeping across the land. Scotland may soon
have a parliament of its own and Wales too is
likely to have a provincial legislature. The House
of Lords may also see certain adjustments. And
the European Community will have a more
amiable Britain in its ranks. Irtiza Nasim Ali,
Chief Editor of Probe News Agency, returns from
London and reports on the devolution promised
by Mr Blair's government.

MONG other things, La-
bour promises devolu-
tion and a separate Sco-

ttish parliament within a year.
It will also consider one for
Wales. Although it is yet

uncertain what form this
devolution will take, it implies
that England will no longer be
synonymous with the United
Kingdom. Labour is also con-
sidering introducing propor-
tional representation in Eng-
land.

There are two things which
are quite fundamental. Labour
Party has said. quite remark-
ably, power must be devolved.
The only way to keep United
Kingdom united is to weaken
the power of the unitary state.
All power must not come from
Westminster. Labour will hold a
referendum and devolve politi-
cal and economic authority.
There will be a Welsh assembly,
which will be a provincial legis-
lature. And Scotland will have
a proper parliament, a Scottish
Parliament which will have the
authority to raise revenue.

Basically what they are
saying is that a unitary state is
too difficult to hold because
there are lot of local grievances
which Westminster has not
handled well. And the Labour
Party's view is that it is more
democratic to restore parlia-
mentary authority to Scotland,
which is a distinct nation.
England, Scotland, Northern
Ireland and Welsh are four sep-
arate nations in Britain. They

Qave their own separate flags.

i el

With respective parliaments
of their own, they would be able

to raise taxes. They will of
course get money from the cen-
tre, but will be more locally au-
tonomous.

The Tories oppose this view.
They say that this decision is
the first step to separate Scot-
land from England which, in
turn, will lead to the destruc-
tion of the United Kingdom.

The people of Scotland did
not vote in a single Conserva-
tive MP from Scotland. In
Wales there is not one Tory MP
either. This goes to show that
the local nationalist forces
have rejected the Tory principle
completely.

So UK will become a more
federal structure, looser and
more united by voluntary will
rather than by force. These uni-
ties were made 500 or 700 years

war.

agnmb?{:lher big constitutional
change that Labour nu‘%ht go for
is to curtail the power of heredi-
tary peerage. The probable
changes may weaken the power
of the House of Lords to a cer-
tain extent. That will be a ma-
jor shift from the present state
of affairs.

And Britain's chilly attitude
towards Europe is likely to
warm considerably. Tony Blair
has been cautiously in favour of
an integrated assimilation into
the community. He is prepared
to respond positively to the call
for a single currency, 'not, of
course, at the cost of British in-
terests’. '

he Lessons of Muharram -

see that wrong and injustice are
defeated.

With every advent of Ashura
many people are found mourn-
ing the colossal loss indulging
in lamentaé:inn dnserbul}heﬁ

ignant tragedy and diabolic
gﬂl%grings that befell Imam
Hussain (R), his family and
compatriots in the battle of
Karbala. The emulating part of
the sacrifice remains unincul-
cated, and therefore, unadhered
to — the exemplary teaching of
Hazrat Hussain that galvanises
people to wage the struggle be-
tween truth and falsehood, be-
tween right and wrong between
good and evil even if it demands
of man the greatest sacrifice of
laying down his most precious

ssession which he calls life.
t is a struggle that is as old as
humanity. Hussain's is an ex-
ample that provided sure stim-

=

uli at different stages of history.
Our freedom fighters were in-
spired by example of the kind to
become deathless by courting
death in our liberation war —
the war for justice against in-
justice, for moral elevation
against depravation, for right
against wrong as represented by
them a%ainst the occupation
forces ot Pakistan.

The noble sacrifice of Hus-
sain (R) will continue to acti-

vate people in their struggle for
establishment of the rights of
the deprived usurped by the

immoral elements of the soci-
ety for all times to come. It is in
this perspective that the rebel
poet Nazrul Islam calls upon us
not to bewail but to sacrifice:

ag chai marsia krondan
C | na.

The writer is Inspector of
Colleges (Offg) DU.
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Cruelties Can't Kill Values

by Kazi Aulad Hossain

HE tragic events conn-
ected with the unequal
fight at Karbala and the

Husayn inspire all people

_irrespective of caste, creed and

. colour. Hazrat Imam Husayn's

‘was an unprecedented self

_sacrifice. He fpr&ferrcd to la
e

down his life and face all
eventualities for a just cause.
Now the question is why there
was such a confrontation be-
tween Imam Husayn and his
small party, and Yazid and his
army including a 4,000 strong
cavalry led by Umar bin Saad
and the sycophant Obaidullah,

from the right path-by Way.of'a *  the local governor. The reasons

are not far to seek. They were
neothing but lust for power —

| Eower to be retained by hook or
y

crook, power that would per-
petuate from generation to gen-

eration to rule an empire with-

out let or hindrance.

- It may be worthwhile to dis-
cuss here briefly the genesis of
the tragedy. Consequent upon
the martyrdom of Hazrat Ali
(RA)his elder son Hazrat Imam

of the Islamic state. On hearing
this news of election governor

_of Syria, Muawia invaded Iraq

and the invasion obliged Ca]iEh
Hazrat Imam Hassan to take
prompt action and he sent
troops to Iraq led bg Quais to
sup&reaa Muawia. But a false
death news of Quais changed the
course of the war and the
Caliph's soldiers revolted
against him. Realising the grav-
ity of the situation Caliph
Hazrat Imam Hassan relin-
quished his office in favour of
Muawia on certain conditions,

| two of which were (1) Muawia

would not nominate any one

during his life time as Caliph
after his death, and (2) after

Muawia's death Hazrat Imam

'Husayn, the younger brother of
Hazrat Imam Hassan, would be-

come the Caliph of the Islamic

state. Prima f[aclie Muawia

to fulfil the said condi-

tions but in the long run he fla-

grantly violated them. Muawia
nominated his son Yazid to be-
come the next Caliph after his
death and thus deprived Hazrat
Imam Husayn to become the
next Caliph as per terms and
conditions of the agreement.
This is how Yazid took
ower after Muawia's death and
Eecame the ruler of the Islamic
state. As has been stated above
he had not only the lust for
power; since he wanted to per-
petuate his power as ruler ol the
state, he adopted all sorts of

cruel and illegal methvnds lor
achieving his goal. When
Hazrat Imam Husayn learnt
that such a person (Yazid) had
taken the charge of the Khilafat
he declined to owe his alle-
giance to him for obvious rea-
sons. Meanwhile, the people of
Kufa being oppressed by their

rovincial governor Obaidullah
ﬁabin Ziad, invited Hazrat
Imam Husayn to Kufa to deliver
them from the governor's
tyranny and misdeeds,

As and when the gracious
Imam was thinking to help the
oppressed people of Kufa some
n?%is friends advised him not
to proceed there as they appre-
hended danger during his stay
in Kufa. At this Imam Husayn
dispatched one of his relatives,
Muslim, with instructions to
send back a correct situation

report. On receipt of a
favourable report from Muslim
the Imam left for Kufa with a

small band of soldiers and
members of his family. But
while in Kufa he heard the sad
news of Muslim's assassination
and this obviously embarrassed
him very much and he decided
to stay in Kufa in order to fulfil
his mission for which he had
been there.

While proceeding further a
tribal chief named Al Hora
along with his cavalry blocked
Imam Husayn's way as a result
of which he changed his route
and encamped with his small

party at Karbala, a desert plain
situated on the side of river Eu-

hrates, some 25 miles away
rom Kufa, on the first day ol
the lunar month of Muharram.
The provincial governor
Obaidullah, however, did not
like the Imam's movement and
his encampment in and around
Kufa and as such sent a 4,000
strm? cavalry under the com-
mand of Umar bin Saad for
siege with additional instruc-
tion to block the way leading to
the river so that no one from
Imam Husayn's party could
have any access to water.

Thus Hazrat Imam Husayn
and his small party were en-
trapped and it was out and out a
conspiracy carefully designed
to remove the lawful claimant
of the Khilafat from the way of
Yazid. It is an irony of fate that
Imam Husayn, the worthy son
of the worthy father, and the
worthy grandson of the worthy
grand father, that is Prophet
Muhammad (SM), and his party
were mmplet:lg‘cut off from the
outside world. No food, no water
could reach them from any
quarter for keeping their body
and soul together. Considerin
the gravity of the situation an
finding no other alternative
Hazrat Imam Husayn pro
to the cavalry commander of
the opposite side that he (Imam
Husayn) and the party could be
allowed to go back to the place
from where they came or pro-
ceed to Damascus for discu
the whole matter with Yazi
face to face for fi a just so-
lution. The proposals were re-
jected although they were in
consonance with Sura Consul-
tation of the Holy Quran.

The fearless Imam decided to
fight the unequal fight that
started on the day of Ashura,
the tenth of Maharram, in the
midst of wﬂllﬁenf the women
and children. tender lips of
Imam Husayn's infant child
could not be soaked with a drop

of water. The child was having
temperature and when an arrow
from opposite side struck him
he embraced martyrdom in the
lap of his affectionate father
(Imam Husayn). Arrows struck
Hazrat Imam Husayn too and
he became very weak. Finall
when a spear pierced his

he fell on the ground an
quickly the cruel heartless
Shimar did the last job by be-
heading the beloved E‘randsun
of the holy Prophet (SM) on be-
half of the cavalry commander
and also obviously on behalf of
the local governor and Yazid.

And this is how the conspir-
acy was hatched and the un-
equal fight fought. The suffer-
ing of Hazrat Imam Husayn was
unthinkable and unbearable,
yet he fought to the last for a
just cause and also for the cause
of Islam. About cruelties perpe-
trated on Imam Husayn the
renowned historian E Gibbon
says: “In a distant age and cli-
mate the tragic scene of the
death of Husayn will awaken
the sympathy of the coldest
rcanl:ler.“h G;Ehbnn: EDechnl‘ e] and
Fall of the Roman ire.

Bu'{ the cruelties r:fl'tfl‘:l'rtd
to above or any other kind of
cruelties can never belittle the
pristine glories and basic prin-
ciples of Islam as were preached
and propounded by the holy
Prophet (SM) and the first four
pious Caliphs. There may be
temporary set. backs in certain
periods or in certain areas of
the world, but as a chosen reli-
gion of Almighty Allah, the ba-
sic principles of Islam and the
values will ever remain un-
changed and they will thrive for
ever. Cruelties can never kill
them.

Hazrat Imam Husayn's great
sacrifice teachers us il he could
lay down his life for a just
Drepared 1o secrifice & Jeast

to sac a o
portion, a small , of
wealth, time comfort
just cause and also for the

gent people around us.
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