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M. A. Mannan Chowdhury

Tn celebrate the World (L) tie imcmaﬂﬂm}l

body on telecommunicati-
Telecommunication Day on ons as a specialised agency
17 May, the International of United Nations, has
Telecommunication Union selected the theme
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"Telecommunications and
Humanitarian Assistance”
for this year. Telecommuni-
cation, as an engine of

of information to provide
pre-disaster warning and
also in mitigating the
sufferings of the distressed

development, not only people. During the time of
contributes in building up any natural calamity,
of the economic mobile telephone through

infrastructure of a nation
and acts as an 1mportant
tool in the progress of
human civilisation but also
plays a significant role in

Satellite with the help of
GMPCS technology, can
play an important role
where telephone facilities
are not available or the

serving the distressed telecom system has been
humanity. In any completely damaged.
emergenc situation, i

cremfd 4 by atoral Activities of BTTB:
calamities like cyclone, In  the context of
flood, tidal bore, Bangladesh, ' mur:lem
earthquake, forest fire, telecommunication

" facilities in the disaster

health hazards during = _
management, is still quite
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epidemics & environment
pollution, - -man-made
disasters like war and other

inadequate. However, a

number of projects were

undertaken by BTTB i1n the
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MESSAGE

ach year on the 17th of May, the International Telecommunication
Umnion celebrates World Telecommunication Day to commemorate its
founding in Paris 132 years ago. This year, our chosen theme for the
event-Telecommunications and Humanitarian Assistance-i1s one
which I believe is of great significance, both in acknowledging the
important part our work has played in emergency aid operations in the
past, and in looking at the benefits new kinds of telecommunications
technologies might be able to ofter in the future.
Almost since its earliest days telecommunications has played an
important role in disaster relief. The ability to communicate over
distance-provided initially by the telegraph and later by the invention of
the telephone and the development of radiocommunications-made
telecommunications ideally suited to use in emergency situations, both
‘in getting help to those involved, and in getting information to the
outside world.
It 1s perhaps sad to reflect that disasters of one kind or another will go
on affecung the population of our planet Unpredictable and dramatic
changes in weather, geological upheavals. and even people's inability to
live peacefully with their neighbours, are factors too large in scale over
to be under our control. But 1t is heartening to me, as Secretary-General
of the ITU, to know that our work in the development of new
communications technologies has gone-and will continue to go-a long
way toward lessening the impact of such events on the hives of ordinary

people

Let us 'therefore’ celebrate this year's World Telecommunication Day n
a spirit of optimism recognizing the great achievements of the past, as
well as those yet to come Communications is about bringing people
together, and helping one another. Humanitanian assistance embodies
this communications ideal. and | can think of no better application of
the ITU's work over the last |1 22 years. (Extracts of the Message)

Pekka Tarjanne
Secretary-General
ITU
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BEISE'S and 96 PCOS at a
number of offshore islands
and inaccessible coastal
areas, where
telecommunication facilites
were non-existent. At each

The first of such projects
was the "Telecom Cyclone
Sub-Project" of md-
seventies, considered after
the devastating cyclone of
1970. It provided for Radio
Base-PCO system at 16 P
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