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UN postpones ruling on
Libya's air violations

UNITED NATIONS, May 16:
The UN Sanctions Committee
on Thursday postponed a ruling
on whether Libyan leader
Moamer Gaddafi violated an in-
ternational air embargo by
flying to two African countries
last week, reports AFP.

Western diplomats said after
a sanctions committee meeting,
prolonged by procedural wran-
gling. that the 15-member
committee needed more infor-
mation on the flights to Niger
and Nigeria on May 8 and 9.
Gaddafl returned to Libya on
Saturday.

The committee is to meet
again next week on the issue.

In a letter to UN Securily
Council President Park ‘Soo Gil,
Libyan Ambassador Abuzed
Omar Dorda said that he had
not received information from
Tripoli on "the means of trans-
portation” used by Gaddafi.

But Dorda insisted that even
if aircraft had flown from
Libya, the flights were religious
and consequently not covered
by the flight ban.

Western diplomats said
however that even under the re-
ligious exemption, Libya should
have sought prior approval
from the sanctions committee.

"The visit was a response to
an invitation to the leader from
the African Islamic leaders and
members of the World People's
Islamic Leadership, and which

is led by Moamer Gaddafi. This
means that the visit is a reli-
gious 100 per cent,” said the let-
ter obtained by AFP.

The committee, which
groups all 15 council members,
requires consensus for its deci-
sions.

Ex-FBI agent
jailed for 23 yrs

MANASSAS, Virginia, May
16: A former FBI agent was sen-
tenced on Thursday to 23 years
in prison for trying to kill his
ex-wife in revenge for her les-
bian affair with mystery writer
Patricia Cornwell, reports
Reuter.

Eugene Bennett was con-
victed in February of nine
felony counts in an elaborate
plot to kill his estranged wife,
Marguerite, prosecutor Paul
Ebert said.

The jury recommended Ben-
nett receive a 61-year sentence,
but circuit Judge Richard Potter
suspended all but 23 years of it.
Bennett could be free in just un-
der 20 years.

Margeurite Bennett said dur-
ing the trial in Manassas, Vir-

inia, near Washington DC,
that she had a brief lesbian af-
fair with Cornwell in 1991 and
1992. Cornwell confirmed this
in an interview earlier this year
with Vanity Fair magazine.

Israel, PA begin 1st meet in two months

US sees glimmer of hope

JERUSALEM, May 16 : Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Hetnn'yahu called it a "good
start," but Palestinians were
ﬁﬂm on Thursday following the

rst meeting between Israeli
and Palestinian negotiators in
two months, reports AP.

An American official called
the meeting constructive, but
said the two sides were " far
apart one the basic issues that
divide them."

Yasser Arafat said the
Wednesday night meeting ar-
ranged by US mediator Dennis
Ross "did not achieve the needed
results," and top Palestinian
negotiator Saeb Erekat said it
"revealed to me the depths of the
crisis we're in."

"I never felt so far away from
being these people's partners as
I did last night," Erekat told The

Erekat described the meeting
as "very, very frank ... and very,
bitter, angry at points."

etanyahu, however, said "I
think we had a good start. ...
Both sides presented their con-
cems.”

Netanyahu, who was briefed
Thursday on the meeting by
Ross, said "it can be a basis for
further meetings.’

"We are trying to find a
bridge between the two sides to

Associated 55.

allow a renewal of joint secu-
rity cooperation ... and to renew
the ." he said.

oss met twice with Ne-
tanyahu on Thursday and was
to meet Thursday night with
Arafat in the West Bank city
Ramallah.

However, Arafat's office an-
nounced at 2000 GMT that the
Palestinian leader was too busy
to meet with Ross Thursday.
The cancellation signaled the
Palestinians' growing impa-
tience with the impasse in ne-
gotiations.

The United States has been
pushing to revive Israel-Pales-
tinian peace talks, which have
been on hold since Israel broke

und in Jerusalem in March
or a new Jewish neighbour-
hood on land captured from
Arabs in the 1967 Middle East

War. The undbreaking was
followed by weeks of clashes in
the West Bank between Pales-

tinians youths and Israeli
troops.

The Palestinians say the
talks cannot resume until Is-
rael stops construction of the
neighbourhood, known as Har
Homa in Bebrew and Abu Gh-
neim in Arabic, and expansion
of Jewish settlements in the
West Banlk.

"What was needed from the
Israeli side was a freeze of set-

tlements, an end to land confis-
cations, and an end to con-
struction at Abu Ghneim,"
Erekat said Thursday. "We did
not hear it. On the contrary, we
heard that settlements will con-
tinue.”

"Israell Forei
David Levy,

Minister
who traveled
Thursday to the United States,
insisted Wednesday that Israel's
settlement activity did not vio-
late the Israel-Palestinian ac-
cords.

"It may be against some peo-
le's desires and tions,
ut it does not go against the

ents", he said.

"The Haaretz newspaper said
Levy, in his meeting with US
Secret of State Madeleine
Albright, would express Israel's
desire to reach an understand-
ing with the United States on
issues to be raised in negotia-
tions on a final peace settle-

ment with the Palestinians.

Negotiations have not yet
started on a final settlement,
which is sup to be reached
by 1999 and address unresolved
issues such as the status of
Jerusalem, the future of the

~ Jewish settlements in the West
" Bank and Gaza Strip, the final

borders of the Palestinian en-

tity and the question of state-
hood. I

33 Thais refused entry

into NZ :

A group of 33 Thai nationals claiming to be tourists was refused

entry

into New Zealand and flown back to Bangkok from

Auckland Friday morning, AP reports from Wellington.
Immigration officials at Wellington Airport became suspi-

cious of the group when it entered the airport’s immigration ar-

rival hall Thursday, and believed the Thais were seeking work.
After inquiries, the officials decided they were not bonafide

tourists on a short-term visit. They refu

the 7 women and 26 men.

Shin Bet to draft female bodyguards:

The next time Prime Minister Benjamin Ne

tourist permits to

anyahu goes

abroad he may be ﬂanki;_ﬂd by a wuarlnen other than his wife - his
bodyguard, AP reports from Jerusalem.

ligael’s domestic security service, Shin Bet, decided to add
women to its bodyguard ranks after the success of female body-
guards abroad, especially in the United States and Britain, the

Maariv daily reported Thursda
Shin Bet also fears it coul
erimination now that the Supreme Court has ruled that

force must let women become

dy fat:f: a court case claiminﬁ dis-
t

e air

pilots, Maariv said. As a result,

women are expected to be included in one of the next bodyguard

training courses.

2 lumberjacks to die in Angola:

Two foreign lumberjacks were sentenced to death for
"espionage,” according to a statement Eublished Thursday by

%uerillas seeking independence for t

e Angolan enclave of

abinda, AP reports from Brazzaville.

Omar bin Norola. a Malaysian and Marcelin Alime, a
Pilipino, "will soon be executed, as stipulated by the revolution-
ary tribunal in power in our territory,” said a statement from
the Cabinda Liberation Front/Armed Forces of Cabinda.

Road misha
Eight people were kill

claims 8 in China:

and 20 injured in a crash involving a

bus and two trucks in'China's southern Guangdong province,
reports said yesterday, AFP reports from Beiji

The accident hap

site
said.

pened Tuesday when a truzﬁ.cm'rying a load

of pi{_{s on the Guangzhou-Shantou road crossed onto the t‘:ippﬂ-
ane to overtake another vehicle, the official China daily

Construction of HK hall completed:

China has completed construction of the Hong Ko

Hall in the

Great Hall of the People, ahead of the colony's return from
British rule on July 1, the official Xinhua news agency reported

Friday, AFP re

ports from Beijing.
It is the biggest of the reception halls representi

China's

provinces or autonomous regions in the Great Hall, which
overlooks Tiananmen Square. It will be used for the first time
on Tuesday for a meeting of the Hong Kong Preparatory

Committee.

7 feared drowned in China :

Seven people on board a Chinese passenger ferry were feared
dead after a collision with a Singapore-registered container

vessel off the northern Chinese
newspaper reported yesterday, Reuter says from Hong
The passenger ship Lubo Ferry 2,
ll'?e Yucheng on Wednesday afternoon, the

ter it collided with t
Ming Pao reported.

port of Dalian, a Hong Kong
Kong.
73 people, sank af-

Sixty-six people aboard the ferry were rescued and later

brought to Dalian, it said.

12 die as boat sinks in Indonesia: A fishing

boat sank in the Strait of Selayar, south of the Indonesian
island of Sulawesi, leaving 12 dead and eight missing, a report
said yesterday. AFP reports from Jakarta.

The boat, the Harapan Jaya., which was used to transport
around 50 passengers between Pasitanete and Salayar islands,
sank early Thursday. the state Antara news agency reported.

Bad weather an
the accident, Antara said.

overloading were thought to be the cause of
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Zairean rebel leader Laurent Kab

Kim’s son admits
recelving money
from businessmen

SEOQUL, May 16: South Ko-
rean President Kim Young-
Sam’'s son admitted that he had
received money from business
firms but denied graft charges, a
senior prosecutor said today,
reports AFP.

"Hyun-Chul admitted that he
had taken money from busi-
nessmen ... but he is istent
in denying that he had received
the money in return for
favours,"” senior prosecutor
Shim Jae-Ryun told journal-
ists,

"We'll continue him
through cross questioning of
him with those businessmen,"
Shim said. ’

Prosecutors planned to take
out an arrest warrant on Hyun-
Chul on Saturday on graft
charges, Shim hinted. .

Investigators earlier called
in for cross questio three
business leaders who had al-
legedly bribed the son to buy in-
fluence or hel him launder
slush money, prosecution offi-
cials said.

They include Choi Sung-Jin,
a former vice chairman of the
collapsed Woosung Construc-
tion Co., who allegedly handed
Hyun-Chul some 336,000 dol-
lars in return for pressuring
Korea First Bank not to press
tiugrgﬁbankruptcy of the firm in

UNSC concerned
at killing of
Zairean refugees

UNITED NATIONS, May 16:
Security Council members on
Thursday expressed "grave con-
cern” at killing of refugees in
eastern Zaire and attacks on
UN staff, particularly the recent
assault against two staff mem-
bers by rebel soldiers, reports
AFP,

Council president Park Soo
Gil of South Korea said council
members shared a "sense of
aversion" about the attacks on
humanitarian workers in gen-
eral and the UN children's fund
or UNICEF in particular in
rebel territory.

Two UNICEF staff on Mon-
d:ﬁ were assaulted and physi-
cally beaten in Goma, close to
rebel leader Laurent Kabila's
headquarters. The attackers
were in uniform. UN sources

| said they spoke Kinyarwandan,

e

ila (L) stares fixedly ahead while South African President

Nelson Mandela makes a brief statement to the press during a meeting in Cape Town .on

Thursday to discuss a transitional settlement in the conflict in Zaire.

— AFP/UNB photo

UK researchers say

250 items can cause asthma at work

LONDON, May 16: About 250
items, from hairdressers’
henna to crabs in canneries,
which different categories of
workers handle daily on the job
can cause asthma in those al-
lergic to it, researchers say, re-
ports AP.

"Level of exposure is an im-
portant risk factor and reduc-
tion of ure is the only cer-
tain method of prevention.,”
Katherine M Venables of Lon-
don's National Heart and Lung
Institute and Moira Chan-Ye-
ung of Canada's University of
British Columbia reported.

"Occupational asthma" —
asthma contracted at work — "is
a potentially fatal condition,”
they warm in the May 17 issue
of the British medical magazine
The Lancet, advance copies of
which were available Friday.

Asthma is usually caused by
an allergy to ingested sub-
stances. It is characterized by
wheezing, coughing and feeling
suffocated and is very common
throughout the entire popula-
tion.

The report said up to 10 per
cent of people suffer from
asthma and that an estimated
fifth of sufferers in the United
States and Japan have it as a
result of sure at work to
one or more of the 250 items

they listed. °

¥he list included animal
urine that researchers and an-
imal handlers in laboratories
are exposed to, grain mites that
farmers are exposed to, prawns
and crabs in canneries, egg pro-
tein, grain dust and wheat and
rye flour in bakeries.

Latex, castor beans, green
coffee beans, henna, gum acacia
used in printing works, and
oak, mahogany, western red
cedar and some other kinds of
wood dust in sawmills were also
on the list.

The report said workers al-
lergic to asthma are also at risk
from a variety of items used in
the plastics, rubber, dyeing,
textiles and pharmaceutical in-
dustries and in photographic
laboratories,

Asthma-allergic health care
workers are at risk from penni-
cillins and other drugs, engi-
neering workers from oil mists
used in tool setting and elec-
tronics workers from a sub-
stance called colophony used in
soft solder flux, it added.

“In surveillance ro-
rammes in the United King-
om and in British Columbia,

Canada, occupational asthma
accounted for 26 per cent and 52
per cent of occupational lung
disease, respectively,” it said.

"In a British bakery .. the
prevalence of work-related
chest symptoms was siﬁniﬁ—
cantly related to a level of cur-
rent exposure to flour dust,” the
report continued.

"During the epidemics of
asthma in the enzyme-deter-
gent industry in the 1960s and
1970s, the rate of sensitisation
(to asthma) was highest among
workers with hi exposure,
and it fell steadily after mea-
sures to suppress dust were
taken."

Explaining how the risk can
be lil{asscd from one category of
worker to another, it said : "The
hessian sacks used to transport
castor beans are recycled for
transporting other commodi-
ties and for making felt. The
sacks contain enough castor-
bean antigen to sensitise dock
workers, and the felt has sensi-
tised furniture workers."

It said an earlier study
showed that giving workers
respirators to wear did not pre-
vent worsening symptoms of
asthma. "Avoidance of exposure
is the mainstay of patient man-
agement." the present report
said. "Ideally, patients should
withdraw from the casual expo-
sure permnanently, retraining if
necessary for alternative em-
ployment.”

the language of neighbouring
Rwanda whose rulers are back-
ing the Tutsi-dominated rebels
in Zaire.

UN officials on Wednesday
called together senior diplo-
mats close to the Zaire crisis to
use their influence with Kabila,

China, France to
promote
partnership
in 21st century

BEIJING, May 16: China and
France signed a joint commu-
nique today on promoting a
partnership into the 21st cen-
tury, opposing attempts at
world domination and urging a
ban on fissile material for nu-
clear weapons, reports Reuter.

"At the dawn of the 21st cen-
tury, the time has come for
France and China to prolong
this initiative with a long-term
global partnership aimed at
improving French-Chinese re-
lations into a new phase of de-
velopment,” said the commu-
nique, signed by French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac and Chi-
na's President Jiang Zemin.

"The two parties have de-
cided to engage in reinforced
cooperation, to foster the
march toward multipolarity
and to oppose any attempt at
domination in world affairs,” it
said, adding that areas of ten-
sion remained in the interna-
tional situation.

The world's last two powers
to engage in nuclear testin
voiced support for the globa
test ban treaty and urged a
speedy start to talks on |

roduction of fissile materi
or nuclear weapons and other
nuclear explosive devices.

‘This undated file picture shows a self-portrait of Raffaello

The Daily Star 5

Sanzio that will be reproduced upon the new Italian half

million lire note.

— AFP/UNB photo

Quit by Monday, Kabila's
ultimatum to Mobutu

CAPE TOWN, Ma

to know if Zaire's Mobutu Sese
Seko will give up power, but re-

fused to say if he would halt the
rebel advance on the Zairean

capital, reports AFP.
Kabila

Mandela,
avoid a bloody takeover of Kin-
shasa.

"Matters are going according

to plan." Mandela told reporters
after the meeting, held at his
Tuynhuys office here. "We are
sure that a solution will be

found. It is in the interests of

both parties."
The South African leader,
who persuaded Kabila to fly to

cape town after the collapse of a

key peace summit Wednesday in
the Congolease port of Pointe
Noire, said the Zairean presi-
dent, Mobutu, had agreed to re-
spond by Monday to a peace
plan drafted by mediators.

Under the plan, leaked to the

South African media Thursday,
Mobutu would hand power im-

16 : Rebel
leader Laurent Kabila agreed
Thursday to wait until Monday

eld more than two
hours of urgent talks with
South African President Nelson
in another bid to

mediately to an all-party tran-
sitional authority, which would
govern, Zaire until democratic
elections are held.

In return, Mobutu and his
family's safety would be guar-
anteed and he would be accorded
the status of former head of
state with all its attendant
courtesies and privileges.

Kabila. pressed by reporters
after the meeting. said he was

repared to wait until Monday
or Mobutu's answer but refused
to comment when asked by AFP
whether he would order a halt
to the rebel advance on Kin-
shasa, saying: "l have nothing
to say.”

AP adds: Eager to promote
democracy in Zaire, the Clinton
administration is getting an
ambiguous response from rebel
leader Laurent Kabila on stag-
ing elections in the Central
African country after his ex-
pected takeover.

Kabila has told US diplo-
mats there should be a "period
of stabilization" before elec-
tions, US officials said Thurs-
day. His stance was described as
ambiguous.

Pro-govt party threatens
to boycott polls in Haiti

PORT-AU-PRINCE, May
The main pro-government
party said Thursday it will pull
out of upcoming elections un-
less officials hold the first
round again. reports AP.

Results {from partial elec-
tions April 6 favoured the party
of ex-President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, which could bring
down the government if it gains
control of the Senate.

"If the international com-
munity gives these elections its
blessing, we can say goodbye to
democracy in this country,”
said pro-governmernt Sen. Paul
Denis, appealing for support to
annul the election.

The United States has said it
believes the elections were free
and fair — despite reports of
ballot-stuffing and other vote-
rigging.

But the Clr%janizatiun of
American States has been more
critical, with its team of ob-
servers charging last week that
officials had tampered with
election results. The OAS also
questioned the legality of an
electoral council decision to ex-
clude blank votes from the
count — a decision that ulti-
mately favored Aristide’'s party.

"Through irregularities and
fraud, the electoral council has

16:

wished to reproduce the elec-
toral masquerade” of past dicta-
torships, the pro-government
Lavalas Political Organization
said Thursday.

[t said it would boycott
runoff elections scheduled for
May 25 unless the elections
were annulled and current
members of the Provisional
Electoral Council fired.

If not, pro-Aristide candi-
dates likely will make nearly a
clean sweep of the Senate. Aris-
tide's party has said it would use
such power to push for the res-
ignation of President Rosny
Smarth. Smarth is an executive
member of the Lavalas Political
Organization, the main rival of
Aristide’'s party, the Lavalas
Family.

The April elections had
turned into a contest between
the two Lavalas parties because
the half-dozen other major po-
litical parties have boycotted
the electoral process since June
1995 legislative elections.

Observers estimated that
less than 10 per cent of voters
Earticipated in last month's

alloting — for nine of 27 Sen-
ate seats, two spots in the 83-
seat Chamber of Deputies and
thousands of officers for local
councils.

Israel attacks guerilla |
bases in S Lebanon |

Croats protest return of

2igars fght Serb refugees

RASHAYA, Lebanon, May 16
. Israeli warplanes fired mis-
siles at guerilla bases in south
Lebanon Friday after pro-Ira-
nian fighters killed three Is-
raeli soldiers and wounded fn;}u
others in nightl clashes, of-
ficials said, QII'E AP,

Two gu as were killed in
the fighting, an Israeli army
spokesman said.

Israeli warplanes fired eight
air-to-surface missiles at bases
used by the pro-Ilranian Hezbol-
lah militia, Lebanese officials
said, speaking on customary
condition of anonymity.

The fighting began late
Thursday after an elite para-
troop unit stumbled on a squad
of Hezbollah guerrillas in the
southern Bekaa Valley. an Is-
raeli army spokesman said.

One soldier was killed and
three wounded before the Is-
raelis returned fire killing two
of the guerillas, the army
spokesman said.

Two more soldiers were
killed and one wounded when
the guerillas opened fire as the
Israelis began evacuating the
area. the army spokesman said.

In the two hours after the
start of the fighting, Israeli
soldiers fired more than 350
shells at the area, Lebanese of-
ficials said.

The Israelis battied the guer-
rillas about 2.5 kilometers (1.5
miles) north of the enclave that
Israel occupies in south

Lebanon.
After the clash, Israeli heli-
copters later fired four missiles

at suspected guerilla positions
near the fighting. banese
army units fired anti-aircraft

s at the helicopters, and a
banese armor personnel
carrier was strafed, officials

said.

Albania passes

new electoral law

TIRANA, May 16: Albania's
parliament today passed a new
electoral law that was ted
to pave the way for vital elec-
tions planned for the end of

June, politicians said, reports
Reuter.

The elections are a key part
of international efforts to re-
store stability to Albania and

were agreed as part of a package

unrest which flared earlier this
year after the collapse of Pyra-
mid investment schemes

The pa of the new law
foll an emergency visit by
European envoy Franz Vran-
itzky. who persuaded politi-
cians to revise previous legisla-
tion after most political parties
threatened to boycott the vote

These said the earlier
law favoured President Sali
Berisha's former ruling Demo-
cratic Party
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German President Roman Herzog (2nd R) receives the 1997 Joseph Prize for Human Rights
from Burton Joseph (L), Anti-Defamation League Honorary National Chair, on Thursday
in New York. Herzog received the award for his work in promoting tolerance. Second from
the left is Howard Berkowitz, Chair of the ADL National Executive Committee and far
right is Abraham H Foxman, ADL National Director.

— AFP/UNB photo |

pitched battle
with Lankan
troops

COLOMBO, May 16: Tamil
Tiger guerillas fought pitched
battles with Sri Lankan troops
today as a major military of-
fensive continued for the fourth
day, the rebel radio said, re-
ports AFP.

The Voice of Tigers radio.
monitored in the northern
town of Vavuniya, lﬂ:‘l heavy

ting was raging Oman-
gﬂll F‘lﬂd Nedunkeni, causing
large scale destruction and ren-

Itluid the mili : ot
ing long-range ery while
thg air force was bombing rebel
areas.

"A large number of people
have been displaced because of
thtdlhellmg and bombing," it
said.

"People have fled their
homes and taken shelter in
(Hindu) temples and school
building.” the radio said. "The
heavy rains are adding to peo-

e's mi :

Pl The radio said the LTTE had
lost only six guerillas, includ-
ing a woman, in fighting since
thousands of soldiers launched
a massive offensive Tuesday to
capture a strategic highway in
the island's north,

|

KOSTAJNICA, May I16:
About 2,000 Croats rallied
Thursday to protest the return
of Serb refugees, reports AP.

Police officials pleaded with
the protesters to be calm in the
wake of reports of violence
against more than 100 Serbs at-
tempting to return to homes in
central Croatia earlier this
week.

"I beg of you. not to take
wrong steps,” said the area po-
lice chief, Djuro Brodarac.
Many in the crowd — most of
them Croats from Bosnia —
waved Croatian flags.

Police were sent to the area
after more than 150 people re-

rtedly attacked an elderly

erb woman Tuesday and
smashed and burned the prop-
erty of 10 Serb refugees return-
ing to the village of Gornji
Bjelovac near Kostajnica.

Brodarac told the HINA news
agency that the Serbs had come
back "without previous an-
nouncement.” He said the UN
refugee agency had approved
their return, but had not in-
formed the Croatian authorities
or current residents of the
decision.

That. and a false rumor that
buses loaded with Serb re-
turnees were coming, provoked
the incident; the police chief
said.

It was not clear whether the
11 Serbs remained in the vil-

lage.

More than 100 Serbs have
been beaten and expelled in the
last two days from parts of the
country that the Croats recap-
tured from Serb rebels, said
Zvonimir Cicak, head of Croat-
ia's Helsinki Committee,

The incidents underline the
difficulties of the Croatian gov-
ermment's recently announced

program on repatriating
refugees.
Croatia gave many of the

abandoned Serb homes to Croat
refugees from neighboring
Bosnia. Those Croats are now
angry because the Croatian gov-
ernment has promised to allow
more Serbs to return home.

About 200,000 Serbs fled ad-
vancing Croatian forces in
1995, and the ent sub-
sequently settled about 50,000
Croats, mostly refugees, in
some of their homes.

Drazen Sokler, a Croat who
recently moved to an aban-
doned Serb house in Kostajnica
after fleeing the Serb-con-
trolled Bosnian region of Orasje
in 1992, was at the rally.

"We were living in the refugee
camps for years, and now we'll
be expelled again,” he said.

A government official at the
rally assured Croats they had a
right to stay in the area.

"If the Serb owner returns,
we'll find another accommoda-
tion for you,” Lovro Pejkovic
said.



