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Cooperation with India

Thursday last, we saw a full two-hour debate by
our MPs on how far we could or could not go in co-
operating with India. We think the subject is ex-
tremely important and more such debates, not
only among our MPs but also among our intellec-
tuals, business leaders, politicians and other
members of the civic society should be held. As a
neighbour girdling us on three sides; as an econ-
omy on whose reach, ability and expansion we
must keep a close watch; as a political power of
considerable global standing and as a military
power capable of impacting significantly on the
peace of the whole region, India makes it impera-
tive for Bangladesh to forge a national consensus
on her relations with that big neighbour. It is far
too important to be left to any one party, who hap-
pens to be in power at any one moment in our his-
tory.

However, the type of consensus we are talking
about cannot emerge from the level of debate we
saw on Thursday. The debate, if we can call it that
at all (may we recommend to our honourable MPs
the inter-school and inter-college debate pro-
gramme that BTV runs), was fundamentally flawed
simply because it was not based on facts but more
so on assumptions and er:judir:ﬂs.

The treasury bench kept harping on the virtues
of regional cooperation, which as we understood
the discussion, was never in question. It was the
content of it that the opposition was sceptical
about. So far, the main problem, we think, has
been the failure of the government to explain to the
people what it is talking about and planning to do.
The main contention of the opposition is that In-
dia is getting a corridor through Bangladesh in the
name of transit, which it will use to transport mil-
itary goods and personnel to its northeastern
states. If that is not the case, as the government
claims, then why doesn't it make a strong polic
statement on the floor of the House as to what will
and will not be contained, if and when, transit fa-
cility is granted to India. All other issues raised b
the opposition must, and should be similarly ad-
dressed publicly, clearly and forcefully. Just say-
ing regional cooperation is the need of the time,
and that all countries have done it, and are doing
it, will not suffice.

Opposition BNP's position that 'India cannot be
trusted’' is totally opportunistic. Let us recall that
out of the 25 plus years of our existence BNP
(including Zia's tenure as MLA) ruled for nearly 12

. years, JP for 9 and AL for four and a half years.

Didn't Zia, Satter and Khaleda governments have
dealings with, and sign SAARC, SAFTA, SAPTA
and other agreements with India? Didn't they talk
and sign MOUs on the Chakma issue which began
the repatriation process? So, why this totally neg-
ative stance now that it is out of power?

We repeat relations with India must be based on
consensus and for which we need open, factual and
sensible debates based on a vision which will put
the national interest above that of the parties.

.- Calls for Treatment

§
t An agency report carried in Friday's press went
a long way in explaining the appalling condition of
our state medicare. According to it, one third of the
government supply of medicine for hospitals is pil-

fered and sold in the open market. With Taka 40
crore in a total allocation of Taka 110 which con-
sists of 51 per cent of the national health budget,
not reaching their destination, small wonder it is
that state hospitals have served better as a source
of enhancing the sufferings of the patients than al-
leviating them.

The report dug it out that mostly through the
manipulation of stock registers and transporta-
tional loopholes that this reign of pilferage con-
tinues. Apparently a section of corrupt employees,
especially those involved with distribution keeps
the wheels of this grossly inhuman business mov-
ing. This process of bedevilling the government
hospitals through rampant corruption by the
fourth class employees has now become a pretty
old tale of corrupt culture. Protected by the shield
of various unions and vested interest groups they
have been piling on the suffering of the mass for a
long time.

Some doctors who, heaven knows why take the
trouble of taking the oath of this great profession
only to soil it through their corrupt inclinations,
work as the facilitating forces in this cycle of cor-
ruption, The unholy nexus between the doctors and
these employees was very poignantly brought out
by the reference that 90 percent of the outdoor pa-
tients are given only two thirds of the medicine
written on the slip prescribed by the doctor and
that in many cases attendants of the under-treat-
ment patients are asked to purchase from outside
the very medicines that are shown to have been
supplied by the hospital.

Corruption has a way of breeding in every sys-
tem man has come to think of until now. But the
point is it cannot be tolerated when it continues so
rampantly and consistently in a field as important
as that of a nation's medicare.

We urge the government to strike these bastions
of corruption immediately and stop the drainage
of taxpayers' money and improve the standard of
medicare at the government hospitals, something
which they so fundamentally deserve.

Poor of JCD

We are disturbed by Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal's
tantrum regarding its participation in the
Paribesh Parishad or the campus environment
meeting of Dhaka University. BNP's student front
reportedly boycotted it protesting the presence of
the university's proctor in the meeting called with
a view to consider the law and order situation on
the campus and the preparation for the DUCSU
elections.

We find the attitude of BNP's student front de-
plorable because either ethically or practically it
simply has no foundation. As a student body it just
cannot demand the resignation of a teacher like
that. Besides, it is a very bad and dangerous trend.
Today it is the proctor, next day it will be the pro
VC or the VC. If JCD can come up with such crazy
notion in the name of pressing demand then what
guarantee is there that some other party will not
pursue the same policy.

Whatever the background may be, JCD, we think
showed tremendous irresponsibility in attaching
its participation in an important meeting like that
of campus environment with that of its equation
with a teacher.

As a
JCD to

Earty with a huge follo , we expect the
ehav

e little more responsibly.
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Male Declaration for a Better South

F all goes well, the SAARC

will have three more ann-

ual summits before this
regional cooperation organisa-
tion for and of the world's one-
fifth generally poverty-stricken
population is launched into the
next millennium.

The off-repeated concern
over the challenging prospect of
our embarkation on the 21st
century sounding almost like a
cliche now, an incurable skeptic
mai:l hazard putting an out-of-
fashion question like this:
'‘what is so great about our entry
into the next century when after
all years are years and we have
but only a few to pass and
hardly any time to change the
ub{:ctlvc conditions remark-
ably enough to be dolled up for
the occasion?

The question holds the an-
swer: member-states of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
are under a back-breaking fast-
track pressure to get on to a pre-
paredness foothold for the next
millennium so as not to be left
by the wayside in a race with
the rest of Asia. The continent
of Asia is on a march to become
the centre of global economic
gravity with the ASEAN in a
close reckoning with Japan and
China and the SAARC region by
a stark contrast still on the
sidelines of the wunfolding
drama of the auspicious shift-
ing of the sands. South Asia
has the potential to emerge as
an epicentre of the emerging
Asian economic powerhouse
provided that cooperation in
the region is complemented and
supplemented bg the benefits of
extended collaboration being

Given the history of mercurial mood-plays in the region, the bon homie displayed by SAARC member-states
in Male, especially the ice-breaking diplomacy between I K Gyjral and Nawaz Sharif, has vastly contributed
to confidence-building and, consequently, to the creation of a congenial environment for the rapid advance-
ment of a SAARC process

visualised through the eye-

holes of ECO, subregional
growth quadrangle or triangie,

and that of the likely grouping
of the Indian Ocean Rim States.

The outcome of Male SAARC
summit, the 9th in the 12-year
chequered history of the re-
gional body needs to be criti-
cally analysed in the light of
slow-moving cooperation in
South Asia and the remedial
agenda adopted to quicken the
pace of our preparations for the
next century.

In order of merit and nov-
elty, the salient features of Male
Declaration can be catalogued
as under with my observations
following the trail:

— "With the objective of en-
hancing regional solidarity and
promoting overall development
within SAARC, the heads of
state or government encour-
aged, under the provision of Ar-
ticles VII and X of the Charter,
the development of specific pro-
jects relevant to the special in-
dividual needs of three or more
member-states.”

The ‘encouragement from
the heads of state or govern-
ment was not easy to come by,
meaning that they have agreed
to wish the initiative for a sub-
regional grouping well after a
thorough deliberation on the
implications of the same on
SAARC, so that it carries con-
viction now. In fact, when the
idea was first mooted by India.

Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan
to have special trade relations
among them it was received
with ecriticism in Pakistan and
Sri Lanka which might have
initially balked at the prospect
of an India-dominated axis
against them. It was a major
achievement at the foreign
ministers’' meet in Male that the
misgivings could be removed in
g time for the summiteers to
give it a seal of their approval
as a desirable goal, worth even

]

countries will be appointed to
review SAARC achievements
and to examine ways to provide
further impetus to the r nal
cooperation. The work of the
group will be of immense value
in identifying ways to integrate
activities and targets in a
SAARC agenda for 2 and be-
yond...."

The association of the non-
overnmental actors with the
AARC process dates back to

the previous Male SAARC
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replicating where possible. An
issue that could split the organ-
isation has been settled most
satisfactorily re-strengthemng
thereby the SAARC with a burst
of open-minded liberalism to
new concepts.

Since India has a develo
economy compared with that of
others in the sub-group she has
to be particularly accommoda-
tive to the individual needs of
the rest.

~— "A group ol eminent per-
sons representing all SAARC

summit in 1990. It was decided
then that scholars, profession-
als, NGO leaders and media
should be harnessed to rein-
force the official SAARC pro-
cess. An Independent Group of
South Asian Scholars and Pro-
fessionals, IGSAC, for short,
was accordingly formed and
they submitted a synthesis re-
port at the Colombo sumimit in
1991.

The Colombo summit went a
step forward in employing the
non-governmental resource
when it established the Inde-

pendent South Asian Commis-
sion on poverty alleviation.
The cnmnuaiuinr:ﬂ laid stmlul on
a ma itical approach in
whicl{o:ﬂcpfal mobilisation and
em t of the poor. who
themselves hold the key to
poverty eradication, would re-
place the failed 'trickle-down'
distribution of growth benefits
to the poor.

The dependence on the non-
overnment repository of
nowledge and expertise,

though highly welcome on its
mad nmﬂt.ﬂfrﬂﬂmted on the in-

u inter- rmmen-
talﬂffﬁa which ﬁ::cﬁMRC
process has been all about for
the first six years since its in-
ception in 1985. The desultory
and ted sectoral pattern
of emphases may have been
straightened and reshaped into
an Integrated of Ac-
tion, and we have had down the
road SAPTA. as a precursor of
SAFTA, on the premise that a
very large South Asian market
is up for the . but what we
are overlooking is that mass
poverty does not make for an ef-
fective market. So, po has
to be alleviated first to a ree
Jor success in free trade.

The answer is a long list of
items; micro-credit, participa-
tory local government, women's
empowerment, mobilisation of
external and internal fe-
sources, eco-friendly develop-

Asia

ment efforts and, above all, a
distributive policy with a hu-
man face. The Male Declaration
covered some of these aspects.
it is the spirit of Male that
bore a stamp of collective
Et:um;:nhip in a measure
t Ps surpasses we
hmﬂ:ﬁ:m to emerge ﬁ'::nnrme
previous SAARC summits ex-
cept for the pioneering one in
Dhaka which is historically in
a category of its own. Given the
history of mercurial mood-
mm the region, the bon
displayed by SAARC
member-states in Male, espe-
cially the ice-breaking diplo-
macy between | K Gujral and
Nawaz Sharif, has vastly con-
tributed to confidence-building
and, consequently, to the cre-
ation of a congenial environ-
ment for the rapid advance-
ment of a SAARC process.
The emergence of new lead-
ership in India, Pakistan,
adesh and Nepal has pro-
a marked impetus to the
liberalisation of the atmo-
sphere in this region.

Nawaz Sharif's mnuc
stature high wi
ular maﬂlﬁ he brings to
on his office and the constitu-
tional amendment he has ef-
fected to streamline the power
equation with the president and
the nm;yn he has emerged as a
potenti prestigious regional
player. e hotline that has
between the Indian and
Pakistani prime ministers
should buzz with an exchange of
words for and stability in
the region, the key to which is
undoubtedly held by New Delhi
and Islamabad.

Shaping Sino-South Asian Relations in the 21st Century

by Dr Abul Kalam

IU Shuging, President
of the Chinese Institute
of Foreign Affairs, who
concurrently holds the rank of
a Vice-Foreign Minister, has
just left Dhaka after leading a
team of Chinese experts to
Bangladesh. Only a few weeks
aFc:- Lua Gan, Secretary General
of the State Council of China
and a vice-Premier, led a team
of high-ranking Chinese
officials to the South Asian
countries. These visits, daw-
ning on so soon after the death
of Deng Xiao Ping, China's
"paramount leader”, are also
taking place in the backdrop of
a recent meeting of the Chinese
National People's Congress. The
visits seem quite significant for
a number of reasons. The
urpose seems to be three-fold:
H] brief the South Asian
leadershllf:) on the continuity of
Chinese foreign and domestic
olicies in the post-Deng era;
Ei] explore and identify areas of
further trade and economic
: and (iii) more
impurtantly%‘tgnal Beijing's
continuing- and ' persistent
interest in developing relation-
ships between and among the
countries across the south of its
Himalayan borders.

It is proper to begin with a
resume of the pattern of polices
that China had experienced in
the foregoing decades. That
should then enable one to pro-
ject the type of relations South
Asia may be forging with its gi-
ant neighbour on the north in
the coming millennium.

China's New 'Peace

Image'
Even before the demise of its
"paramount leader”, China

emerged as a major power
player and as "the central pre-
occupation” of the Asia-Pacific
region. In contrast to the revo-
lutionary image of the Mao era,
Deng projected a "peace
paradigm” in shaping China's
strategic posture. In terms of
operational management, do-
mestically. the new peace image
entailed a blend of central
planning and market forces,
and in international relations
it emphasized a "new era’ based
on growing "interdependence”
and the system of "one world
market." China's domestic and
external policies were thus in-

tertwined, marked by the prin-
ciple of "co-exislence” between

socialism and capitalism. both
at home and abroad. The post-
Deng regime seems committed
to the course.

Beijing's Future-oriented

Security Strategy
China's post-Cold War secu-

Prudence demands that South Asia Wﬂ more importantly in Chinese foreign policy initiatives and

undertakings than ever before. Both environment and water are critical areas where China may
have a role to play, as the Himalayas provides linkages in both

rity strategy Ea};s much atten-
tion to establishing friendly
and good-neighbourly relations
with surrounding countries, as
China sees itself as an Asia-Pa-
cific country and hence is espe-
cially concerned with the secu-
rity, stability, peace and devel-
opment in this region. Consis-
tent with its new peace image, it
has underlined three basic ob-
jectives for the region's security:
maintenance of stability and
pmsperitjf in China, safe-
guarding long-term peace and
stability in the surrounding en-
vironment, and initiating dia-
logues and co-operation on the
basis of mutual respect and
equality.

In realistic terms, the new
peace image was intended to
bring about rich dividends, re-
ducing the need for heavy de-

fence expenditure, modernizing '

the various sectors of the econ-
omy through foreign invest-
ment and technology. The new
foreign policy posture thus not
only was intended to ensure
China's modernization at a
rapid pace and attain progress
in negotiations over national
renunciation, but also help
create a nor-threatening envi-
ronment around China.

Indeed. since the end of the
Cold War, China has respec-
tively reached boundary-re-
lated agreements of various
types with a number of coun-
tries, including India. It has
also placed a priority on devel-
oping bilateral security coop-
eration with its neighboring
countries, at the same time pur-
suing a more active and ener-
getic policy of multilateral se-
curity cooperation, with mech-
anisms such as the ASEAN Re-
gional Forum {ARF). Economic
co-operation at the multilateral
level has taken concrete shape
in the Asia-Pacific Economic
Co-operation (APEC).

So long as economic con-
struction remains China's cen-
tral task, the fundamental ob-
jective of its security strategy
will continue to be saleguarding
a peaceful security environ-
ment for its economic con-
struction. With the ultimate
aim of maintaining a
favourable security environ-
ment for its economic con-
struction, China will naturally
place prevention of military
conflicts in its neighbourhood
at the top of its security objec-
tives.

" ate difficulty

In pursuing its foreign rela-
tions China thus seems to be
currently forward-looking, ftu-
ture-oriented, representing no
lament or moaning over the

ast: rather, the way it articu-
ates the underlying principles
of its foreign policy are very
much consistent with govern-
ing the future frame of relations
between China and South Asia.

Need for New
Understanding

In the context of current
global change, however, one
may outline the principles of
friendship and cooperation
between China and South Asia,
emphasizing the need for mu-
tual understanding, mutual ac-
commodation and developing

.co-operative relationships.

Since China itself is com-

imitted to a course of reform and

modernization, it seems natu-
ral that China currently would
loock for a mutually beneficial
relations with the South Asian
countries. To bring forward this
aspect of relationship, there is
already erfough supportive data
and information to substanti-
ate China's emerging dyadic
links with India. Pakistan and
Bangladesh. Basing on these
one may also project the future
potentials of their relations,
suggesting a "bright future for
mutually beneficial coopera-
tion" between China and South
Asia, with the implementation
of confidence-building mea-
sures in Sino-Indian border ar-
eas, and with an enhanced eco-
nomic and trade co-operation.

Beijing expressly looks to-
wards a substantial Sino-In-
dian co-operative relations, an
all-round co-opertive partner-
ship with Pakistan — already
having a solid foundation of
friendly contacts — and finally,
on the great potentials that ex-
ists in Sino-Bangladesh rela-
tions. But such an optimistic
projection of relations between
China and its South Asian
neighbours runs into immedi-
when it is placed
in the "delicate” plane of South
Asian diplomacy. The "zero-
sum game perception” that tra-
ditionally had taken root in the
subcontinent and vitiated rela-
tionships, may indeed be at-
tributed to "the despicable acts
of drawing in one country and
hitting out at another” by the
Major powers.

It is, however, known that

Beijing itself was also a major
participant in the subregional
power game. But, then, interna-
tional diplomacy operated
during the entire guld ar pe-
riod in a feedback process and
notionally "balance of power”
was seen as an essential ingre-
dient of preserving and
strengthening the security of
states. One can, then, well-
imagine why China emerged s a
major weapon supplier to Pak-
istan in the aftermath of the
1962 Sino-Indian border clash
or why Bangladesh also became
a little beneficiary in the same
category since the opening of
diplomatic relations in 1975.

Cold War Power Game

True all this is but the legacy

of Cold War period continues
linger on and tends to compli-

' cate the diplomatic initiatives.

Thus the very suggestion of a
"fight against hegemonies and
power politics”, presumably be-
ing "the common foreign pniicy
goal of China and Pakistan",
coupled with a continued flow
of sophisticated system of
weaponry to PakKistan, may not
necessarily contribute to either
world peace or regional stabil-
ity; for such a policy perspective
may well be misperceived in In-
dia, which has issues as well as
over regional dominance. Simi-
larly, China's plea for a Nu-
clear-free Zone and that of an
Indian Ocean Zone of Peace
have also provoked different
thoughts, especially in New
Delhi, and perhaps also in
Tokyo, as China itself contin-
ues to develop and admonishing
others in the region to think
only in pace terms.

Post-Cold War Prudence

Yet, China has been "very
prudent” in pursuing its rela-
tions with its wide-ranging
neghbours in the post-Cold War
period. With its "fastest econ-
omy" China is indeed an envy to
many a nation and truly serves
as an example to the developing
world, as Mao had envisioned.
While China emerges as a sys-
tem player in the international
polarity, with the onset of a new
millennium there may be ex-
pectations of different role
}Hlayln , sometimes even of con-

ictual order, from Beijing.
This indeed means that China
in pursuance of its regional ob-
jectives has to go beyond its
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Bangladesh and
Britain
Sir, Variety s the spice of
life. And so, Tony Blair has be-
come the youngest British
Prime Minister in 185 years.
The Great Britain has returned
to a Labour Government after
18 year's of Conservative rule in
a landslide victory on May 1,
1997. Up on the sky is a new
horizon. Our heartfelt congrat-
ulations to young and energetic
ng Blair,
reat Britain is one of the
industrial na-

tions. It is a permanent member

of UNSC and active member of

NATO. Great Britain's heredi-
tary monarch plays a largely
ceremonial role in the govern-
ment. Sovereignty rests in the
Parliament which consist of a
635-member House of Com-
mons and a House of Lords. Ef-
fective power resides in the
Commons.

Bangladesh's ties with
Britain are traditional and his-
toric. It is a mixture of bitter
and sweet memories. It is bitter
because British East India
Company snatched away our
independence in 1757. It is
sweet because British people
?;fpurted us during] our 'Rfear of

ependence in 1971. It is said
that had there been no Bengal
(now Bangladesh) there would
not have been any British India:
and if there had been to no
British India there would not

have been any British Empire,

Over 1.5 million Muslims
includin half-a-million
Bangladeshis are living in the
Great Britain. Bangladesh ex-
ported goods valued nearly 418
million dollar and imported
items around 130 million dol-
lars in 1995-96. Bangladesh
%ﬂts nearly 50 million dollars
romn Britain for various devel-
opment projects. Queen Eliza-
beth Il and former prime minis-
ters James Callagan and John
Major have visited Bangladesh.

Great Britain's traditional
and  historic link with
B adesh is the oldest among
all SAARC countries. In the
swiftly order of human rela-
tions at macro level taking the
shape what is often called 'new
world order' we are confident
that relation between
Bangladesh and Britain would
be further strengthened for the
mutual benefit of our two coun-
tries and the new British Prime
Minister would make it conve-
nient to visit Bangladesh in the
near future.

0O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203
Denis Compton
Sir, A Mawaz's letter

(29/4/97) evoked reminis-
cences. In fact, we had together
witnessed the football match he
had mentioned in his letter. As
a member of the Calcutta Mo-

hammedan Sporting Club, [ had
an opportunity of seeing Denis
Compton in 1940, when he vis-
ited Calcutta with a Service's
Team and displayed his mettle
as a footballer. Denis Compton,
apart from being a reputed
cricketer was a great sports-
man, in the true spirit of
sportsmanship.

In 1956, England suffered its
first defeat in Test cricket
against budding national team
from this sub-continent. Ac-
cording to convention, the cap-
tain of the losing team is in-
vited by the captain of the win-
ning team to cut the cake
jointly in the pavilion. The En-
glish captain was conspicuously
absent. But Denis Compton, a
member of team, did the face-
saving. At the diplomatic
reception hosted by the winning
team, none of the cricket play-
ers of England Xl attended the
reception. Once again Denis
Compton graced the occasion.
So you see, he also played
cricket off the field!

AMF Quadir
Dhaka-1207

Good, but not good
enough

Sir, Abdul Hashem made
headlines in the newspapers on
March 13 when he handed over
his son to the police and asked
them to punish him, after the
son had thrown acid on a 13-

yvear-old girl who refused to
marry him.

I certainly felt pity for the
father, who wnulg ear the
shame for his son's behaviour
for the rest of his life. It was an
act of honour to turn his son to
the police, and it could not have
been an easy decision to make
for this unfortunate father.
What finally gave this father
the courage to make this deci-
sion, we don't know. The sugges-
tion that Tk 30,000 reward
money has made a difference
was denied by the father who
said : "What more could I take as
reward when I am handing over
my own son to the police.” And
[, certainly, could not agree

more.

So Mr Hashem, put your
words into action by giving the
reward money to someone who
might need them for treatment.
To the person who is now suf-
fering day and night from the
pain of the acid your son threw
on her. Instead of receiving "re-
ward money" for yourself, give
it to thifm whose whole life
got ruined by the action of your
son, because what your son did
can never be undone. And I like
to believe that the money did
not make the difference to you.
Karen M Ali
House No. 7, Road No. 2
Block 'Kha' Pisciculture
Housing
Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207

traditional role of a power bal-
ancer and should advance posi-
tive initiatives signaling its in-
terest as a true harmonizer in
the wider fields of security, re-
assuring a potential rival that
it has no expansive design and
at the same time intensifying
support so that the South Asian
protagonists do feel motivated
to settle their disputes peace-
fully in the spirit of seeking
commeon ground.

That may not be an easy
task, given the complex nature
of regional politics. However,
with a common bond, bound b
the huge Himalayas, whic
regulates both environment
and water, and hence life itself
_of over two billion on its
'either side,

Chind" hag 'a'’

Asia neighbours have to reci
rocate to combine in joint ef-
forts so that harmony replaces
suspicions. The perceptual
paranoid has to change, consis-
tent with the sweeping post-
Cold War changes, ich are to
catch up with the rest of Asia.
The more recent "growth-
oriented" subregional idea ma
perhaps be expanded beyon
quadrangle notion in terms to
nation-state actors and given a
basin-wise shape, as is sug-
gested in the World Bank con-
cept paper. By signing an envi-
ronmental accord with China,
India has already recognized
how crucial it is to have under-
standing with Beijing for
proper environmental man-
agement on either side of the
Himalayas. Any subregional
water-resources sharing has
also to involve China, precisely
because it is upper riparian as
far as the Brahmaputra is con-
cerned. China can hardly be left
out of the Asian communjca-
tion network passing’' through

jtremendous; role;;tod nlnguonigfrnme edstern |Himalayan subre-
L1

shaping the destiny of its
Asian neighbours.

Prudence demands that
South Asia features more im-
portantly in Chinese foreign
policy initiatives and under-
takings than ever before. Both
environment and water are
critical areas where China may
have a role to play, as the Hi-
malayas provides linkages in
both. Economic and trade rela-
tions may perhaps be institu-
tionalized on the APEC pattern.
A China-SAARC Forum (CSF),

atterned on the ARE (ASEAN
gional Forum) may help alle-
viate the security concerns, en-
suring greater communication
and transparency.

Two-way Development
Co-operation

It may quicle be pointed |
u

out that successiul diplomacy
involves a two-way process of
interest and interaction. China
itself can signal its interest to
come half way, but the South

on, in which it in has vi-
B tnteredt ook

Initiative to these ends may
come from either side. India be-
ing the leading regional power,
New Delhi has to play a cat-
alytic role to pursue such prior-
ities, so that objective condi-
tions are created for move-
ments in the right direction. A
friendly Bangladesh now is
know to be at New Delhi's arms-
length and Dhaka is known to
be also sensitive toward India’s
security needs. Similarly, the
Awami League government in
Bangladesh, not unmindful of
the regime interest, may also
take up these objectives with
India, and Dhaka and New
Delhi together may pursue
common objectives with Bei-

jing which would serve greater

interest of the wider commu-
nity of the South Asian and
Chinese ple.

The author is a Professor of
International Relations, Uni-
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versity of Dhaka.

Ciickat fs the (e of Life

A Mawaz

The bat and the ball bound
the nation on the ninth and
thirteenth of April. The cricket
boys broke the number 13
voodoo by winning the ICC Tro-
phy ﬂnaf (the mini World Cup
champions?) in a nail bitin
finish, to get the one run need
off the very last ball of the
match. The challenge was
tough, to score at nearly seven
runs per over to win, after los-
ing the first wicket for zero run.
Never in the field of nationa
endeavour was so much owed by
so many to so few (to para-
phrase Churchill).

ladesh has come of age.
The younger generation has
burst with the spirit of the 21st
century. We can degend uﬁm
them. The future is bright. Lis-
ten to the chirpin%(uf cricket.

The display in Kuala Lumpur
is an object lesson for our na-
tional leaders of all shades — to
come up to the expectation of
the bearers of the burden. Com-
pete, or get lost!

The odds for the team — now
in the first phase of becoming a
cricketing nation were
tremendous, especially after
overcoming the tough challenge
in the preceding match. In this
match also a stiff target was set
for the Bangladesh boys — more
than six runs per over.

When iron comes out of the
fire, it becomes steel. Our boys
twice passed the test in less
than a week and came out victo-
rious. This steel has to be
turned into stainless steel, to
glitter in dpﬂgeu of history and in
the minds of the ple. Only
then the eldorado of Sonar

Bangla would be in sight.

The Bangla New Year 1404
on the eve of the 21st century
brought intimations of the re-
vival of the legendary Sonar
Bangla of Sonargaon fame cen-
turies ago when Bcnﬁa.l was a
leading exporter of culture and

fine goods in the then global
market.

Our time has come. Looks
like we are ready for the final
test. The nation has to demon-
strate the qualities before the
World Cup finals in 1999. It is
not that difficult if the non-
cricketers also start playing
mental cricket. Real cricket is
not played on the field. It is the
game of life demonstrated on a
sticky wicket. The beauty of
cricket is its unpredictability.
When we as a nation can be-
come predictable?

The team effort in Malaysia
has introduced a catalyst in the
Bangladesh society, which will
help trigger a chain reaction to
clean up the stagnant and pol-
luted social environment. We
have been through a pe-
riod of flux since independence.
This é].“ﬂhin perlr.;d isfr::frieﬂ—l

uring the cycles o va
mregeneratinn. We have suf-
fered enough, Now is the time to
get together, and rise, purified
and re-dedicated, to help, not
ourselves, but others. It means
service before self.

Today, the self is divided be-
tween insecurity and dedica-
tion. The society appears to be
deeply polarised, lost in local
affinities, losing the focus on
the single goal ahead. Life is not
a cigarette, beginning with fire,
and ending in ashes (Oscar
Wilde). We are ready to be led.
But where are the statesmen in
the midst of many leaders? The
whole world is passing through
a crisis in leadership —
Bangladesh and the neighbours

are no €x OIs.

We are ing down, falli
down ..., us of the
nursery rhyme “"London bridge
is falling down, falling down...".
Our boys, back from Kuala |
Lumpur, have b t a mes-
sage to Garcia (they have

reached Garcia). Anyone listen-

ing? )




