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Path-breaking Agenda

Most of the latest regional brain-waves we |
wanted covered and see a collective SAARC stance
on, have found place in the Male Declaration
adopted on conclusion of the 9th SAARC Summit
held in the Maldivian capital from Monday till
Wednesday last. Furthermore, our expectations
about a directional thrust for the 21st century
have been largely met by the document. Congratu-
lations to the seven heads of state and government
whose collective statesmanship, featured by a
change of leadership in as many as four SAARC
member-countries, has made possible the author-
ing of this regional action plan.

There are three elements to the document radi-
ating a certain novelty around them. The first one
relates to the acceptance of a Bangladesh proposal
for a group of eminent persons from the South Asia
region to review SAARC achievements and devise
ways and means to provide a fresh impetus to re-
gional cooperation up to 2000 and beyond.

We think a good sign of an affirmative approach
to the politically contentious bilateral issues
which otherwise remain outside the pale of SAARC
charter has been shown this time. It has been
agreed to launch a process of informal political
consultation which "will prove useful in fostering
good neighbourly relations, relieving tensions
and building confidence as a means to promoting

accelerated social and economic cooperation in
the region”". The Nawaz-Gujral, Nawaz-Hasina,
Hasina -Kumaratunga and Hasina-Gayoom meet-
ings in the Purumba retreat had a liberating im-
pact on the course of events in Male with the effi-
cacy of political discussions on the sidelines being
realised afresh.

We reiterate our central concern that so long as
India and Pakistan do not remould their relation-
ship with a firm resolve to take it forward untied
down by one or two contentious problems, the re-
gional environment can not be supportive of the
collective cooperative efforts for poverty allevia-
tion in the midst of whooping military expendi-
tures

The Male Declaration will go down in SAARC
history as a water-shed document in which, for the
first time, the regional body gave a green signal to
the "development of specific projects relevant to
the special individual needs of three or more mem-
ber states" invoking Articles VII and X of the
SAARC charter. )

The resolute statement for establishing a free
trade area by 2001 is a highly welcome feature
and all buttons must be pressed within the region
to make it happen by the target date.

We Want Clarity

“Water Resources Minister Abdur Razzak goes on
record that Bangladesh did not get its share of wa-
ter it should have according to the Indo:Bangla wa-
ter treaty. The figures on a chart the minister sub-
mitted in parliament however show that during
some 10-day cycles of the four-month period under
review more than the agreed cusecs were released
for Bangladesh while less during the others. The
total quantum of Bangladesh's share during the pe-
riod came down largely because of drastic reduc-
tion in the release of water during the last part of
March.

Why the water flow was abruptly reduced by In-
dia is, according to the minister, under examina-
tion. Now we do not say such things cannot happen
due to natural exigencies, what we fail to under-
stand is why the public was not regularly kept in-
formed of the matter. It so happened that nobody
knew for sure how much water we were getting.
Given the suspicion and controversies — ones that
are of residual nature — surrounding the treaty in
some quarters it was most necessary on the gov-
ernment's part to come up with regular bulletins on
the quantum of water we were receiving. That could
have helped allay suspicion.

We want to believe that there is no lack of trust
on either side. So the position ought to have been
transparent. Any technical or bureaucratic tangle |
hindering the implementation of the treaty only
needed to be monitored and brought up to the no-
tice of both sides for an early redress. Why allow
rumour mongers ground when clear and authentic
information can be easily had about the prevailing
situation and how the two governments viewed it.
Now we know the cycle-wise figures of water re-
ceived, we will be waiting for the reasons why we
got less than the agreed quantum. We want that
clarity be maintained in all aspects of the treaty's
implementation so that no scope for misinterpre-
tation or misunderstanding is left.

Thuggery at the Zoo

An investigation report prepared by the police
department’'s detective branch reveals that em-
ployees of Dhaka zoo are mostly responsible for
irregularities and corruption in that facility. In
collusion with the local mastans, they have devel-
oped a vested interest in this natural retreat and
are suspected to have had a hand in the killing of
four Royal Bengal Tigers in November last.

By transferring 18 of the local employees the
government has definitely taken a much war-
ranted action, but we would like to know what
more is likely to follow; because that is only a very
small corrective step in a very messy situation. If
the employees are found guilty of killing the ani-
mals they must be punished with severer penalties
than just transferring them from one station to
another. Now that the cause for and the culprits re-
sponsible for turning the zoo into a den of vice and
terrorism have been identified, the authority
should take all necessary measures to improve the
conditions for the sake of both animals and visi-
tors. The zoo and the botanical garden must be
what they ought to be: a place to retreat and spend
time peacefully amidst animals and nature with-
out any thuggery around. The authority should do

everything to turn the two recreation spots into
ideal facilities worthy of their names.

Zaire

Mobutu's Fate

Settlement of the Zairean crisis has become
synonymous with the settlement of the fate of Mobutu.
A graceful exit has to be found for him. He is too ill
and too weak to continue although he is under
pressure from his cronies not to give up.

FTER more t han three

decades of absolute rule

the Presidency of Mo-
butu in Zaire seems near
collapse. His rival Laurent
Kabila appears ready to take
over the reins of power. This
drama, which is being played in
the presence of foreign powers
including the USA will not
bring stability to that giant
country.

Belgian Congo renamed
Zaire after its independance in
1960, has had a stormy past
with the UN playing a vital role
right after its bloody birth, Bel-

um, the colonial power had
eveloped rich copper mining
fields in the province of
Katanga. There was an uprising
in Katanga in 1959 and Belgium
left in a hurry. Patrice Lu-
mumba became the Prime Min-
ister and appeared to enjoy the
support of the people. His rule
was shortlived and he was as-
sassinated shortly after assum-
ing er.
re declared her indepen-
dance and applied for member-
ship of the UN. She was
promptly a¢cepted and became
the special baby of the UN or
more particularly of its dy-
namic Secreta‘? General Dag
Hammerskjoeld.
Civil war broke out in Zaire

and the UN under the leadership
of Hammerskjoeld took on an
activist role, very unfamiliar
for the UN. The independance of
Belgian Congo was quickly
followed by independance of a
large number of French
colonies in Africa. Thus 1960
became the veritable Year of
Africa in the UN.

Hammerskjoeld took on the
role of a shepherd for the newly
independant states of Africa. 1
was in the Pakistan Delegation
to the UN and I recall Hammer-
skjoeld deeply involved with
Congo specially. His activities
came to an abrupt end when he
died in a plane crash in the jun-
gles of Africa.

The UN involvement with
Africa has enormously receded

_over the decades. The vacuum

has been filled by the former
colonial powers, mainly
France. The arrival of the US is
a recent phenomenon. Thus we
see Bill Richardson, the Per-
manent Representative of the
US to the UN playing a high
profile role.

The emergence of Zaire on
centre stage of international

litics has to do with the en-
eebled hands of Mobutu, who is
reported to be suffering from
cancer, Mobutu has held the
reins of power in his strong
hands and has not shared it

with anyone, He continues to
sport his leopard cap and carry
a leopard topped,stick and has

added colourful shirts to his

wardrobe.

If Mobutu is a dictator, his
edict has never gone very far
from his capital Kinshasha,
where thugs of all description
roam the streets day and night.
I had a taste of this durln%m
visit to Kinshasha in 1 THY.
when | was received by Mobutu,
surrounded by his ministers,
who looked more like his
courtiers. Zaire is a huge coun-
try with enormous natural re-
sources. Like the rest of Africa.
South of Sahara, which effec-
tively divides Africa, Zaire is
ﬁparaclgc populated and has
barely been touched by devel-
opment efforts. Mobutu and his
cronies have made hay while
the sun shined and Mobutu has
spent considerable time in
sunny Cote d'Azur, south of
France.

In th? current crisis the most
notable feature is the emergence
of South Africa, neighbouring
Zaire, as a major !Bli}»er, Nelson
Mandela, the President of
South Africa, is continuing to

_play a vital role in finding a

peaceful settlement of the
Zairean crisis. It is a most re-
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markable development that
South African, from a pariah
state, has her voice respectfully
heard in the chancelleries of
the world. This has come about
in the last few years because
Apartheid as a state policy has
been buried for good.

The contours of a settlement
are clear enough. Settlement of
the Zairean crisis has become
synonymous with the settle-
ment of the fate of Mobutu. A

aceful exit has to be found for

im. He is too ill and too weak
to continue although he is un-
der pressure from his cronies
not to give up.

On the other hand the victo-
rious 'armies’, if that is what we
want to call it, is knocking at

. the doer of Mobutu; They are,

reported to be within 100 kilo-
metres of Kinshasha. Laurent

Kabila has established his

old in Lumumbashi, the
of Katanga.

stron
capit_

The prize of Zaire appears
within the grasp of Kabila. Lau-
rent Kabila may discover that
chasing out a corrupt and weak
dictator may be far easier than
establishing authority through
his vast land. After all interna-
tional community through the
UN and now forei powers
have a taste of interfering in the
domestic affairs of Zaire.

" from the innocent

Share Market Report and

Actions Taken Thereunder

by Z.U. Ahmed

A cardinal principle of law is that guilt must be proved WmﬁadmoofrmmWInﬁhm
I am afraid, the recently-published Enquiry Report on Share Market has miserably failed.

=

N my earlier article enti-

tled ‘“Autopsy of Stock

Market Fiasco" (Holida
28-2-97 Financial Express an
Daily Star 3rd and 4th March
1997), I expressed my serious
reservations about the tech-
nical competence of members of
the Enquiry Committee formed
by SEC to probe into alleged
manipulations in the stock
market. Subsequent to the

resentation of the Enqui

port on 27th March, 1997,
SEC has filed criminal cases in
the court of the Chief Metro-

olitan Magistrate, Dhaka
which apparently had no
jurisdiction to try the alleged
offences) and warrants of arrest
were issued.

There was no two opinions
in the public mind that
stock market manipulators
swindled vast amount of money
llible or-
dinary investors. The govern-
ment was also visibly eager to
punish the culprits and restore
the confidence of the common

ple in the stock market. But

am afraid, right from setting
up of the Enquiry Committee to
the contents of the Enquiry Re-
port, framing of criminal cases
— everything has been done in
such inefficient and unprofes-
sional way that neither the ex-
tations of the general public
nor the objectives of the gov-
ernment would be achieved.
How could we conceive that no-
body in SEC or none of its legal
advisors read the Enquiry Re-
port carefully to ascertain
whether or not it contains suf-
ficient documentary evidences
to justify prosecution ?

How could we comprehend
that SEC would allow framing
of criminal charges, in most
cases, on the basis of reported
and alleged manipulations
without any documentary evi-
dences to support them ? In m
opinion it was the duty of SE
and its legal advisors to bring it
to the notice of the Finance
Minister that Enquiry Report
does not contain, in most cases,
specific charges of manipula-
tion substantiated with docu-
ment evidences. My appre-
hension is that, due to the inad-
equacy of documentary evi-
dences it would not be possible,
in majority of cases. to prove
manipulations and for no fault
of itself the government, in
spite of all its good intentions,
would be fairly and squarely

blamed by the general public.
What a mess has been made of
the otherwise crystal clear and

cast iron cases of stock market

manipulations adminjstra-
tivﬂnis—handlti?lg and inept
prosecution !

A cardinal principle of law
is that guilt must be proved be-
yond the shadow of reasonable
doubt. In this respect, 1 am
afraid, the recently-published
Enquiry Report on Share Mar-
ket has miserably failed. In the
vast majority of cases, the En-
quiry Report has not been able
to prove the allegations of ma-
nipulation even within the
shadow of reasonable doubts.

The Report running into 76

- ‘analyse

ages (in addition to Executive
ummary, Recommendations
and Graphs, Bar Charts, Ap-
pendixes) is infested with dubi-
ous remarks such as "we could
not go deep into details for non-
availability of relevant data”,
"DSE data provided by SEC -
inadequate & incomplete”, "it
appears that management of
the Company was pursuing a
policy of inducing public inter-
est”, "discrepancies need fur-
ther verification”, "we could not
o into detail examination but
rom available records it ap-

ared”, “"there are reports of
orward buying to raise the
price”, "it has been told that for
disposing off shares, the com-
any management was active
E‘l erb Market”, "Persons in-
terviewed made evasive state-
ments, overwhelming majority
mentioned manipulation by a
group of companies, brokers
and dealers" and the like.

ainst this background, I
wonder, what was the justifica-
tion for prosecuting a number
of mémber-brokers and direc-
tors of Stock Exch / Com-
panies on the basis of superfi-
cial and in most cases unsub-
stantiated allegations ! And
what was the need for staging
the high drama of issuing war-
rant of arrests when none of
these was executed?

Like the vast majority of
Bangladeshis, I also believe
that dplanncd manipulations on
a wide scale were responsible
for the recent stock market de-
bacle. But mere "belief" is not
adequate, it must be proved
with documentary evidences
and facts. From the Report we
find that the Committee based
its ﬂndings on data supplied by
DSE, SEC, concerned individu-
als/ firms and interviews, vis-
its. Although the Committee
through out the Report
lamented about the inadequacy
and also non-availability of
relevant data, there is no evi-
dence that it exercised its pow-
ers [under Section 21 of the Se-
curities & Exchange Ordinance,
1969) to "call, inspect and seize
books of account and docu-
ments", "compel the production
of documents and furnishing of
information” “and enforce at-
tendance of a person and exam-
ine him on oath”". It was only
but natural that persons under
investigation would not volun-
tarily give proper data or in-
formation which could impli-
cate them, I still maintain that

1o prove manipulatién,’'{t was

" necessary ''to seize’ bbdks; - ‘widel r'in the hationa

records and documefits and

of the Committee themselves,
summon people and examine
them on oath, compel produc-
tion of information and docu-
ments.

One would like to think that
the government has taken ac-
tions against the member-bro-
kers and business magnates on

the basis of advice of the con- -

cerned department ministry
and legal advisors. I have
summarised, from the Enquiry
Report. the salient features of

these by 'the members !

alleged manipulations against
some of the accused persons or
firms together with my com-
ments thereon. Let the readers
dgeanent Sbent the  Jaiine
u t about the -
i‘.im or otherwise of ll'ljlﬂlll
court cases on the basis of
vague, inadequate and pre-
sum allegations.
In the event of majority of
the court cases disch
or dismissed for | of u-
sive evidences, should not the
t take drastic disci-
nary actions the of-
cers and consultants on
:hm adﬁtnc:k and rmmmmin;
ations it steps
rosecution ? lnhg hl.norar::tf
angladesh, it is not the
time that the over-jealous ad-
ministration and sycophants
have embarrassed and eroded
the credibility of a democrati-
cally elected popular govern-
ment.

General Comment on the

In Chapter II & III of the Re-
port (29 es) the Committee
tried to educate the Securities
and Exchange Commission,
with to such elementary
things like the salient features
of capital market, difference
between the Primary and Sec-
ondary share markets — IPOs,
Rights Issues, Private Place-
ment, Structures of Capital
Market, Trading Procedures,
Circuit Breaker, Lock-in, the
regulatory framework of the
Securities Market and its Oper-
ations in Bangladesh, Objec-
tives, Companies Act, 1994,
S&E Ordinance 1969. S&E
Rules, 1987. Functions of S&E
Commission 1993.

It is difficult to see E:IJ
justification for this p -
ucative part of the Report unless
one assumes that SEC is
manned by ple who do not
have any element knowl-
edge of the Stock Market in
Bangladesh. In the most un-
likely event of the above as-
sumption being correct, may
God save the fsE ! No mﬂRep‘;?:
of volumes of Enquiry
would be of any benefit!!

The Main Report consists of
six chapters running into 76

es. It has been supplemented

Bar Charts and Graphs (14
Pages) and Appendixes (25
pages) mainly to show the na-
ture and extent of violent
fluctuations and movement of
the relevant ratios (EPS, PER,

e Tﬁf#ﬁmﬂmﬁgﬁﬁ o

wonder why tHe learried "' comt

" mittee did not utilise ‘its ‘pre-

cious time to establish docu-
mentary evidences in support of
the all:lgcd manipulations in-
stead of wasting time trying to
prove facts and information
already in the ?ossessiun of the

people at large

Summary of Allegations

"Most of the foreign DVP
sales could not be directly
traced in DSE record; main

parties either as buyer or seller
were sister concerns, in the ab-

B
Comiles o

sence of detailed records of buy-
ers and sellers comprehensive
m.n.iylilml?l:uthemade.it
appears that management
has a to deviate more
from rules than to follow it,
majority shares were trans-
gautpun“ - ﬂlt;dfcf:l‘lhﬂ"lﬂ'i
fication, a of the shares

t have found its
Kerb Market, it

a large number of shares to a
close relative who in turn sold
them in the market., lar
amounts remained unsettied
DVP sales on foreign fund ac-

count, increase in share

ces, T indul in
orward bu and to
raise resorted to mal-
pra ., amounts of unsettled
DVP sales Bank Indo-

o T o
of shares of different compa-
nies by him could not be recon-
ciled with the DSE records or
bank statements, most of the
sales are likely to be from big
shareholders and major

a selected few, there are

tions of selling and bu with
prior understanding to u-
ence price, reportedly transac-
tions, were done through a syn-
dicate of brokers — this should
be looked into in details, the
committee is convinced that the
syndicate of brokers influenced
market gnct: by being both
seller and buyer under mutual
understanding”.

Comments

The inability of the Commit-
tee to get full data or reconcile
the apparent inconsistencies in
the recorded data or increase in
share prices does not of itself,
prove the guilt of the other
party. Comments like discrep-
ancies need further verifica-
tion, unreconciled shares
might have been transacted in
the Kerb Market, reported in-
dulgence in forward buying and
selling to influence prices,
likely sales from big share-
holders to selected few b
indications of selling and buy-
ing with prior un crutanding
to influence prices, reporte
trading through syndicate of
brokers to influence prices — all
these are not substantiated
with documentary evidences.
Remarks like — it appears that
the management has a tendency
to deviate more from rules than
follow it — admission of inade-
quate investigation are not

strong enough s to prove the

L

- prosecution cases beyond the
%’mﬁ!@‘ﬂr reﬁ

iqrrllhbtlﬁ dugril:qts. %
4 the uiry |
necl by SEC has
come up with conélu-
sive documentary evidences of
manipulations in most cases,

has not exercised its power fully
to compel furnishing of docu-

ments and informations,

wasted its time on theoretical

aspects of capital market and

financial analysis of share

price fluctuations.

The writer is a former Presi-
dent of ICAB and former Fi-
nance Director of BJMC and
BTC

==

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letlers
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.
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Metro bus service

Sir, People of Dhaka city
were very much hopeful when
the Metro bus service started its
operation. As the first route,
they chose Uttara-Motijheel-
Uttara and promised to expand
its network further within a few
months. The above-mentioned
route has proven to be workin
well 1 think. However, much o
the city-dwellers’ hope has not
been fulfilled as the authority
has failed to bring other areas
of the city under this bus service
network which they promised
to do.

There is no doubt that had
this bus service been introduced
all over the city, the traffic con-
gestion would have reduced by a
considerable degree.

But providing services to a
selected portion of the city resi-
dents and depriving others
from it does not seem to make
sense to me, Is the authority
facing any kind of pressure
from the private bus unions
that have been existing for a
long time but have not given
much attention to the conve-
niences and comfort of the pas-
sengers? If so is the case, then
it's a pity. | would love to hear a
reply from the authority.

Syed Salamat Ullah

Lecturer

Computer Science & Engi-
neering Department, BUET
Dhaka

Curbing crimes
Sir, In these days, 1 have to
brace myself before going
through newspapers, because
everyday there are too many
news ol horrible crimes. Da-

coities, murders, rapes and ..

killings, hijackings, kidnap-
ping and many a times, kid-
napped persons’ dead bodies are
recovered. These sorts of crimes
have become everyday inci-
dents. People never felt so inse-
cured in the past.

I wonder why our govern-
ment is not taking this situa-
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tion seriously and not putting
utmost effort to bring it under
control. This is very surprising
and unacceptable.

The Prime Minister, minis-
ters and senior government of-
ficers reside in heavily-guarded
houses, they move about with
protection, they do not become
victims of any criminal acts.
May be that is why they do not
care what is happening to the
common people.

If it is the case, then what is
the use of a government? Is it
not the duty of a government to
protect people and help them in
distress?

It is regreting that the gov-
ernment is busy with matters
which we can do without, which
in no way helping us. I hope
from now on, the government
will take constructive steps to
alleviate people's misery.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

BTV, Chittagong

Sir, I am not talking about
broadcast quality of , Chit-
tagong. Local viewers are made
bound to view BTV, Chittagong
from 6 pm to 7 pm. You cannot
match Dhaka during broadcast
of BTV, Chittagong through any

channel. Channel-5 is supposed
to be for BTV, Chittagong. This
time TV debate and other pro-
grammes suitable for school
and college-going students are
broadcast from BTV, Phaka.
They cannot enjoy this pro-

ammes due to BTV, Chit-

We have no good experience
on overall performances of
BTV. Chittagong station is no
exception but it restricts us
from watching BTV, Dhaka.

Bose Asoke Kumar
House # 413, Road # 10

Block-B, Cham:lgaon R/A
Chittagong-421

Advancing the time

Sir, When Sri Lanka was go-
ing through severe power crisis
few years ago, one of the mea-
sures adopted by them was to go
for 'da}rllght savin% time'. They
advanced their clock by one
hour i.e. when it was actually
6:00 am in the morning, the
clock in the whole country was
showing 7:00 am and when it
was actually 7:00 pm, the clocks
were showing 8:00 pm i.e. in
terms of the adjusted time, sun-
set was artificially delayed by
one hour allowing one less hour
of peak hour of electrical load
everyday. This was done be-
cause Eeuple woke up by the
time shown in the clock and
also go to bed by the clock.

er the electricity crisis
eased in Sri Lanka, they did not
go back to their original time of
GMT+5 hrs but switched to
GMT+6 hrs and still maintain-
ing half-hour daylight saving
time,

Considering the acute power
shortage in the country, | sug-

est that we switch to GMT+7

rs from existing GMT+6 hrs.
When the power problem eases,
we may revert back to our orig-
inal time,

Daylight Saving Time con-
cept is not new. It is quite old.
Necessity compelled man
countries to adopt this method.
Many other countries do it a
matter of routine considering
the saving in energy this bring

_to them.

It is my earnest request that
at this moment of national cri-
sis, this DST be adopted which
will give some respite to the
authorities and the electric
CONSumers.

Salahuddin Ahmad
75, Indira Road
Dhaka-1215

Harnessing

Sir, | am impressed to see the
publication in your esteem
daily on "Regional Cooperation
in Harnessing the Eastern Hi-
malayan Rivers" — a workshop
held in Dhaka initiated b
BUP-CPR-IIDS. The combin
attempt of the 3 international
institutions seems to me a
breakthrough of bold concep-
tions.

Under discussed chapters
"Objective of BUR-CPR-IIDS
Study” and "Window of Oppor-

tunity”, 1 am sending another
startling findings of Prof. Mu-
nawar m, a Physicist of St.
John Fisher College Rochester,
USA. His paper titled "30,000
Megawatts of Solar Power”.
There he states that this enor-
mous energy source is right at
the triangle border of China
and India below the "Great
Bend" where the mighty

Brahmaputra river water can be
harnessed by a short-circuit
tunnel and by redirecting its

water flow across 25 miles. This
can drive power turbines, calcu-
lated to generate 30,000
Megawatts of electricity! This
can change the whole ener%y-
hun countries — China, In-
dia, Bangladesh, Nepal and
Bhutan — for centuries. These
countries will be developing in-
dustries of enormous dimen-
sions for the next few centuries.

I shall be grateful if you
could publish the findings of
Dr. Munawar.

Mr GMME Karim
Apt-4-C, Karimas Plaza.
Bara Maghbazar, Dhaka

Railway bridge over
Jamuna

Sir, Like Asian Highway,
there will be Trans Asian RB.H-
way connecting most of the
Asian countries with the Euro-
pean Railway System with
Broad Gauge (BG) Railway line.
But Bangladesh Railway has
limited BG line (only in western
part). without any connection
even with the capital city of
Dhaka. .

On completion of Jamuna
Bridge. a Metre Gauge line may
connect the two parts of the
country. But as per recent st
fund bgeADB. shows that it
will not possible to install
BG line over Jamuna Bridge for
limitation of space and load.

If we consider Trans Asian
Railway line thruu%h
Bangladesh (which we want for
economic reason), we must have
a Broad Gauge line crossing
over Jamuna River. As we have
Meter Gauge (MG) on both sides
of Jamuna and hope to provide
BG for Trans Asian Railway
link, we should have a Dual

Gauge (BG+MG) crossing over
the Jamuna River. The Trans-
portation of goods and person-

nel through Trans Asian Rail-
way System (even if we consider
between neighbouring coun-
tries) will justify a separate
Railway Bridge over Jamuna
River utilising the under-con-
struction Jamuna Bridge River
Training works. The cost of the
Proposed Dual Gauge Raﬂm
Bridge will be around 150 -
lion US dollar.

My humble suggestion is
therefore to go for a separate
Dual Gauge Railway Bridge to be
constructed at the up-stream
side of Jamuna Bridge, utilising
the Jamuna Bridge River Train-
ing works. This will also allow
Jamuna Bridge to be utilised as
a full four-lane Road Bridge for
Asian Highway traffic. With MG
over Jamuna Multi-purpose
Bridge, the present road width
of one lane and one breakdown
lane on either direction, will be

uite insufficient once we open
the Asian Highwaﬁr traffic. It
may be mentioned here that af-
ter completion of 1st Bosporous
bridge between Asia and Europe
due to heavy traffic, Turkey had
to construct the 2nd bridge and
now going for the 3rd crossing
from the toll money.

With the opening of Asian
Highway and Trans Asia Rail-
way, due to unique location be-
tween Himalayas in the north
and Bay of Bengal in the south,
Bangladesh will be the gateway
between Southeast and West
Asian countries through Eu-

rope.

AKM Shamsul Hoque

Former Chief Engineer, JMBA
& RHD

73B, Monipuripara, Tejgaon,
Dhaka

The CHT Issue

Sir, We the common people
of three hill districts, formerly
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, are
worried and scarred of seeing a
dawn-to-dusk hartal that was
observed in the three hill dis-
tricts on 12 March 1997 called

by the ee Gano Parishad
and backed by BNP and Ja-
maat-e-Islami when a govern-
ment-appointed National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT) and Parbattya
Chattagram Janasanghati
Samity (PCJSS) were holding
talks in Dhaka to reach a nego-
tiation. Would not they want so-
lution of CHT issue where an
uneasy, tense situation has
been prevailing for the last 22
years? Who were the ben-
efited strata in this 22 years'
time — the Bangalee settlers,
the Chakma refugees in India,
military or Shantibahini? Cer-
tainly, no one. Only it had per-
petuated the sufferings of the
common people of and
claimed hundreds of lives.

We learnt from the newspa-
pers that two BNP MPs who
were included in the NCCHT,
had not been attended in the
last three rounds of talks
though the door was o to
them. But at the eve of the 4th
round of talks they called har-
tal for their inclusion in the
dialogue and the two other is-
sues i.e. not to withdraw from
CHT and not to expel Bangalee
settlers. We have very good
faith in the present government
which can}c to power with the
mandate of people.

Actually, a local vested sec-
tion always wants to keep the
CHT unrest and under tense
situation so that they can prey
fish in the smoggy water. But we
the common le t now
are very ho | that there will
be a genuine political solution
of the burning CHT issue.
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Friendship is no
game
Sir, Samiul was a young

man. | didn't know him. But he
was my neighbour. Recently. he
was killed by some his drug-
addicted friends. He was only
29. Actually, a friend should be
always delightful to others. But
what we see in our social con-
text is the otherway round. It
should not be. So we should
learn from this incident. No

friends! No breach of trust!
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