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Top Indo-Pal_(
El_i_P_lomats
meet to set

E_E workiﬁé
groups

MALE, May 14: Top diplo-
mats of India and Pakistan met
today to set up working groups
to advance the directive given

their prime ministers to re-
solve the 50-year-old conflict, a
diplomat said, reports AP.

Foreign Secretary Salman
Haider and his Pakistani coun-
terpart Shamshad Ahmad met
soon after the end of the 3-day
ninth SAARC summit here

Haider's informal meeting
with Ahmad came two days af-
ter Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral of India and Pakistan’'s
Nawaz Sharif met.

No details of today's meeting
were available. The foreign
secretaries were accompaniad
by some key officials of the re-
spective foreign ministries.

Gujral and Sharif broke
through a three-year stalemate
and a to discuss their 50-
year dispute over the Hi-
malayan state of Kashmir.

Despite the unexpected con-

ality they displayed in pub-
ic, Gujral said he had rejected a
uest from Sharif to remove

Indian army forces and
aramilitary troops from
shmir.

Speaking to reporters late
Tuesday, Gujral said he told
Sharif the troops were there to
stop terrorism.

Khaleda goes
to Rajshahi

today

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, May 14: BNP
chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition in parliament Be-
gum Khaleda Zia is expected to
arrive in Rajshahi tomorrow.
She will attend a programme to
be held in Rajshahi in obser-
vance of the 'Farakka Day'.

According to sources, gcﬁum
Khaleda Zia will also meet local
BNP leaders and workers. The
BNP chai will address a
public meeting at the Madras-
sah Maidan on May 16. The lo-
cal units of BNP and its front
or sations will organise the

public meeting in observance of
the 'Farakka Day'

On May 17, Khaleda Zia will
address the Rajshahi Divi-

sional Conference of Jatiy-
atabadi Sramik Dal.

ALCWC meets
today

By Staff Correspondent

The first meeting of the
newly-elected Awami League
Central Working Committee
(ALCWC) will be held at 11 am
today at Ganobhaban with
party president Sheikh Hasina
in the chair.

Later, the ALCWC members
will place wreaths at the por-
trait of the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at bandhu Bha-
ban at Dhanmondi and offer
Fateha there, said a press re-

BSF releases
2 Bangladeshis

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, May 14: The Indian
Border Security Forces (BSF) re-
leased two Bangladeshis yester-
day. The BSF had kidnapped
them from the river Kushiyara
;h;n they were fishing on Fri-

However, the BSF has not yet
returned the three fishing boats
and nets.

— Inside Today
Article
Give the JS its
Sanctity Back

by Nilratan Halder
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A consensus has been
reached on all issues with the
Parbattyo Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) to
bring peace in the Chittagon
Hill Tracts, Abul Hasnat Abdul-
lah, Chairman of the National
Committee on CHT, said here
yesterday.

"We arrived at a consensus
on all issues. An eement will
be signed soon,” ullah told
reporters with a triumphant
smile last night at the porch of
Padma, the state guest house
where he held four days of in-
tensive negotiations with the
PCJSS delegation led by Jy-
otindriyvo Bodhipriyo Larma
alias Shantu Larma.

But he declined to elaborate.

Shantu Larma, standing be-
side him, only smiled when Ab-
dullah made the announce-
ment.

Abdullah also said the
PCJSS delegation is not going
to meet the Prime Minister,
PCJSS sources said earlier that
they had sought an audience
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to "break the impasse”
in the talks which began on
May 11.

The PCJSS delegation is
leaving for Dudukchara in Kha-
grachari sometime this after-
noon. They will brief their
‘comrades’ on the progress of
negotiations which was the

' Male Declaration adopted

SAARC states for free
trade area by 2001

MALE, May 14: The ninth
SAARC Summit ended here to-
day with a landmark decjsion
to create a free trade area in
South Asia by the year 2001 to
facilitate trade and increase
economic linkages between the
SAARC countries, reports UNB.

In a 14-page declaration, the
SAARC leaders agreed to
steadily relax trade barriers un-
til a free trade zone is estab-
lished by the year 2001.

The declaration also com-
mitted the leaders to cooperate
on eradicating poverty by shar-
ing resources and pooling ex-
pertise for strengthening laws
to end child prostitution and
boosting literacy levels in the
region.

Announcing the decisions at
the concluding session of the 3-
day summit, the new chairper-
son of the seven-nation forum,
President of the Maldives
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom called
for making SAPTA effective b
removing trade barriers an
also by focusing on trade facili-
tation measures,

The SAARC  leaders have

to take effort to enhance
trade and economic coopera-

tion in the region to further
strengthen it by taking specific
steps to promote and protect in-
vestment and other measures
supportive to SAARC joint
ventures.

Gayoom said South Asia is a
large market and it should be
%Eared to ensure peoples’ benefit
rom the economic resources
and trade potentials. "South
Asia needs to be prepared for

Colombo to host
tenth summut

MALE, May 14: The 10th
Summit of the seven-nation
South Asian Association for
Re%innai Cooperation (SAARC)
will be held in the Sri Lankan
capital of Colombo in 1998, re-
ports UNB.

SAARC Chairman and Pre-
sident of the Maldives Mau-
moon Abdul Gayoom declared
the venue of the 10th summit at
the concluding session of the
9th SAARC Summit at Dhar-
ubaaruge Hall here today.

Exact date will be finalised
through consultation with the
member countries,

By Special Correspondent

%gglé since peace talks began in

On demands for land rights
the government had earlier said
that tribespeople would have
their traditional rights on the
land. Several thousand tribal
refugees who returned home
from Tripura in India were
given back their lands in cases
where those were occupied ille-
gally.

More refugees are awaiting
their turn to return home, bid-
ding their time on the outcome
of the peace negotiations. Yes-
terday's announcement would
definitely spur their return, ac-
cording to sources concerned.

On the crucial issues of

the next century.”

He stressed the need for de-
veloping infrastructure, ade-
quate communication net-
works and simplified documen-
tation procedure to strengthen
economic cooperation.

The summit decided that
civil aviation authorities of the
member states would meet with
a view to establishing direct air
services between the SAARC
capitals to promote people-io-
people contacts and encourage
tourism.

A group of eminent persons
representing all SAARC coun-
tries will be appointed to review
SAARC achievements and to
examine ways to provide fur-
ther impetus to the regional co-
operation, he said.

Looking forward to the next
century the work of the group
will be of immense value in
identifying ways, to integrate
activities and target in a
SAARC agenda for 2000 and be-

yond which, he said, would also
indicate what can and should
have to be achieved by the year |
2020,
Gayoom pointed out that a
See Page 12 Col 3

withdrawal of security forces,
as demanded by the PCJSS in
their five-point demand, the au-
thorities clearly told them that
it would not be possible to with-
draw the forces. They would
stay in their Cantonments once
the ceasefire becomes perma-
nent and peace is restored after
decades of violence.

Precisely on what issues and
terms the negotiators worked
out the ‘consensus’ to prepare
the ground for an agreement
was not known.

A ceaselire is holding in the
three hill districts of Ranga-
mati, Khagrachhari and Ban-
darban since August 1992, de-
spite occasional breaches. The

@The Baily Star
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ceasefire will ire on June 30.
The prospects for peace
brightened when the National
Committee was reconstituted
and talks began in earnest in
October last year. This was the
fifth in the series since the new
committee resumed negotia-
tions after 13 round of talks be-
tween the previous committee
and the PCJSS failed to negoti-
ate a settlement. But two BNP
members of the present com-
mittee did not attend the cur-
rent series of negotiations.
There had been serious dis-
agreement on extension of the
tenure of the three hill councils
which ends on June 30. PCJSS
leaders want them to be re-

Consensus on all CHT issues,agreement soon

placed by a 'regional council’
with wide powers. But govern-
ment wants to give the hill dis-
trict councils wide authority
under elected leaders. As per
their five-point demand the ‘re-
gional council’ is to have au-
tonomous power, with its
Chairman enjoying the rank of
a minister.

There had been disagree-
ments on the fate of settlers
from the plains who constitute
nearly half of about 800,000
people in the hills, home to 13
ethnic minorities belonging to
different tribes.

The Chakmas who dominate
the PCJSS constitute 24 per

See Page 12 Col 8

Changes in JS Rules of Procedure suggested

Non-minister MPs should
head all parliamentary stand-
ing committees, suggested the
first report of the Jatiya
Sangsad Standing Committee
on JS Rules of Procedure.

Chairman of the 12-member
standing committee Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
placed the report in the House at
8:45 pm last night.

The report was placed with a
'note of dissent’' by three BNP
legislators — Deputy Leader of
the Ggﬂusitﬁnn AQM Badrud-
doza owdhury, Oppeosition
Chief Whip Khondakar Delwar
Hussain and MK Anwar, who is
also a member of the Standing
Comunittee on JS Rules of Pro-
cedure.

In its first report, the com-
mittee suggested some changes
in the Rule 247 of the Rules of
Procedure. Main changes rec-
ommended by the committee
include that the chairman and
members of the standing com-
mittees would be nominated by
the House, but no minister
could become head of any of
those ecommittees. One would no
more remain chairman of a
committee if he/she becomes a

By Staff Correspondent

minister.

Other changes suggested are:
Minister or state minister or
deputy minister of a ministry
concerned would become an ex-
officio member of the standin
committee concerned provide
he/she is an MP. In case of a
non-MP minister of state min-
ister or deputy minister, he/she
would be able to attend and par-
ticipate in the functioning of
the standing committee con-
cerned, but would have to re-

Abu Sayeed denies
BNP allegations

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
denied BNP allegations that the
opposition was not getting due
coverage on the television and
that the voice of BNP chief Be-
gum Khaleda Zia was distorted
in the telecast, reports BSS.

Referring to the allegations
made by BNP member Major
(retd) Hafizuddin in the House
Tuesday, he said on May 11, the
Awami League was aHotted 79

minutes while BNP got 55 min-

utes in the "Ajker Sangsad" pro-
See Page 12 Col 4

Non-Minister MPs should
head all standing bodies

frain from casting vote.

Leader of the House would
nominate any member of the
Cabinet for any standing com-
mittee provided that the there is
no minister designated for the
ministry concerned. In such
case, the nominated minister
would become a member of the
standing committee provided
he/she is an MP. If not, the per-
son nominated would not be-
come a member, though can at-
tend participate in the func-
tioning of the standing commit-
tee concerned.

The report, however, sug-
gested that as per Rule 246 of the
JS Rules of Proceeding there
would be a highest number of 10
members including chairman
in each of the standing commit-
tees.

In the preface of the rgpurt it
was said that recommendations
were made for consideration of
the parliament after scrutinis-
ing in details the JS Rules of
Procedure as Rule 265 (1).

The Standing Committee on
the JS Rules of Procedure,
formied on July 24 last year, in
its first meeting on August 4,

See Page 12 Col 3

Hon'ble parliamentarians, pleas
behave honourably |

In a most disgusting show of
arliament discourtesy, two
Ps from the opposition BNP
insulted the deputy speaker
hurling abusive invectives in a
loud voice which could be heard
even by the journalists sitting
in the upper gallery. To make
matters worse, the MP who
made the more vulgar remark
had the gall to issue a public
statement saying that he said
no such thing, which when
brought to the uty Speaker's
attention, prompted {Jm,tﬂ say
that he himself heard the com-
ment. So now we have a case
where an MP utters a vulgarity
in public, and then denies it in
writing. This to us shows that
the person concerned not only
DOES NOT have much respect
for the ﬁarliamcnt and the of-
fice of the presiding officer (in
this case the Deputy Speaker)
but he also does not have much
respect for public opinion,
thinking that the fact of his
public misbehavior, heard by so
many, can be wiped out by a

ublic denial. We think BNP
eaders should have repri-
manded him and apologised on
his behalf.

Quite often MPs have been
seen to raise questions of privi-
lege when negative comments
about them are published in the
press. As '‘peoples representa-
tives’' they seem to think that
they are above criticism. But

By Mahfuz Anam

what happens in this instance.
An MP has, in the hearing of
many, including journalists,
insulted the Deputy Speaker, To
avoid further embarrassment
and perhaps not to further
complicate relations with the
Opposition the uty Speaker
may have decided to overlook
the matter. But we the public
cannot, and will not. Thanks to
TV and Radio coverage we are
privy to what goes on in that
sanctified forum.

As the MPs have rights and
privileges, we, the people, have
our rights too. We pay a huge
amount of money — hundreds of
crores — to hold elections. Then
we pay several crores to keep
the institution of the Jatiya
Sangsad running nearly Tk
16, per minute, if we are not
mistaken. In addition, we give
our MPs salary, allowances,
telephone and travel privileges
etc., not to mention tax free ve-
hicles. For what? To utter in-
sults at the Speaker. To quarrel
all the time. To abuse and speak
ill of each other every time they
rise to sﬁak.

On behalf of the voters we
would like to ask how many
minutes of this parliament
have been spent to discuss the
most urgent problems of the
people, like public health, mal-
nutrition, violence against wo-
men, falling standards of ed-
ucation, rising drug addiction

among youth, rising unemploy-

ment, arsenic poisoning in vast

areas of southern Bangladesh.
Honourable Members of

Parliament, have you ever
asked fyuuraelf as to why the
poor of this country spent hun-
dreds of crores to elect you and
then continues to s a huge
amount of money to maintain

you? Is it to see you go at each

others throat at every opportu-
nity? Is it to see that you insult
the other party's leaders on ev-
ery occasion that comes your
way? Is it to see you thumping
your files on the desk like un-
ruly children in a kindergarten
class just so that the proceed-
ings of the House is disrupted?
Is it to see you making out-
landish claims about your par-
t]\_(l's achievements and sa
the most outrageous mis-facts
about the other? Is it to see you
raise issues with the sole pur-
pose of embarrassiz#l the other
side? Please tell us what did the
nation gain from what has been
oing on during the last few
ays”

As the saying goes if one
does not look after his or her
own honour, others cannot
look after it for them. So, if the
parliamentarians do not look
after their own honour and that
of the House then how can we,
the people, look after it? Hon-
our is something that no

See’ Page 12 Col 6

| apparentl

By Nazmul Ashraf
Speaker Humayun Rashid

Choudhury pointed out that
BNP lawmaker Abul Kalam
Azad inserted an extra word
while reading out his notice in
the J auﬂa Sangsad yesterday.

In a lighter vein, the Speaker
drew Azad's attention to say,
"You've mentioned an extra
worr. — request — which was not
in the text of your notice."

The Chair's comment was
prompted by an-
other BNP member, Najimud-
din Alam, who inserted several
sentences into his notice
blaming the ruling party-
backed terrorists for realising
tolls from the HSC examinees
at his constituency in Bhola.

See Piige 12 Col 7
Corruption case
filed against
ex-chairman of
Mongla Port

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, May 14: The Anti-
Corruption Bureau has filed a
case against the ex-chairman of
the Mongla Port Authority and
14 others for misappropriatir
one and a half crore taka wort
of fuel.

The case was filed with the
Khalishpur thana yesterday.

The accused are: Ex-chair-
man, Nazrul Hossain, Executive
Engineer Abdul Motin, Assis-

See Page 12 Col 7

Minister admits 1n JS

Dhaka didn't get water
as per agreement

By Staff Correspondent

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak admitted in the
Jatiya Sangsad Jresterda}f that
the country had received less
than the agreed quantum of
Ganges water in some of the 10-
day cycles during the last four
months and said the govern-
ment was examining the rea-
sons for the reduction.

"We're examining and dis-
cussing the matter with our
counte and we seek the co-
operation of all to realise the
agreed quantum of water,” the
minister said responding to
criticistn of the Opposition BNP
lawmakers.

Quoting from a chart on the
quantum of waters, agreed and
actually received over the four-
month period, the minister
said, "We got more water than
mentioned in the agreement in
some cycles while less in oth-
ers.”

Replying to a query from M K
Anwar of BNP, Razzak also ex-
plained that the country was
deprived of the agreed quantum
of waters as melting of ice in up-
stream was not according to ex-

tations, decreasing the flow
of water at the Farakka point

thia_lz;’tl:ar.

"This is nothing unusual ....
It happened in the past too,” he
commented.

The minister also denied a
charge made by the Deput
Leader of the Opposition, Bad-
ruddoza Chowdhury, that his

replies to the questions on the
Ganges water were contra-
dictory.

In reply to a supplementary
by M K Anwar, Razzak admitted
getting less water than the

quantum while in a writ-
ten reply to Zafrul Islam
Chowdhury of BNP, he claimed
of getting the agreed quantum
through the printed chart
showed differences between the
quantum of water agreed and
received.

According to the chart, the
country received 62,019 cusec of
water against the agreed quan-
tum of 62,180 during
10, 49,556 cusec against 49,635
during January 11-20, 48,884
cusec against 48,672 cusec dur-
ing Jan 21-31, 45,604 cusec
against 45,604 cusec during

See Page 12 Col 4
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JCD-BCL clash

Rajshahi BIT
closed sine die

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 14: The
Bangladesh Institute of Tech-
nology (BIT), Rajshahi has been
closed sine die following a clash
between the activists of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League

(BCL) and the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD] today.

Twelve persons were injured
in the clash. Three of them were
admitted to the Rajshahi Medi-
cal College Hospital. Four
rooms of a hostel were set on
fire and 18 rooms of three hos-
tels ransacked.

According to police, a BCL
worker was beaten up by some
unidentified persons yesterday.
The BCL blamed the JCD for the
incident. Some youths attacked
the main hostel this noon and a
clash ensued.

The BIT authorities have
asked the students to vacate
their halls by 7 pm.

Rivals stab BCL
activist, another

beaten up

By DU Correspondent

Two activists of the Bangla-
desh Chhatra League (BCL), the
student wing of the ruling Awa-
mi League, were injured yester-
day on the Dhaka University
campus in an intra-party
conilict.

The victims were identified
as Babu, a second year student
of the Department of Sanskrit
and Selim of the Mathematics
Department. According to
sources they belong to the
"Bahujatik group" of the BCL.

Babu was stabbed and Selim
was beaten up reportedly by the
Faridpur-Madaripur group led
by Shamim Ahmed in front of
the Madhu's Canteen at around
noon.

They were attacked report-
edly for not offering 'salam’ to
Shamim Ahmed on the day be-
fore yesterday.

The incident took place
when the leaders of two factions
were at a meeting to resolve the

| 1ssue,

CU situation
tense as Shibir
calls hartal today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 14: Ten-
sion mounted on the Chittagong
University campus as the Is-
tamic Chhatra Shibir backed
‘Shikka Sangram Parishad’

gave a call for hartal at the uni-
versity tomorrow, campus
sources said.

Meanwhile, BCL activists
continued their strike on the

-:am;ims for the eighth day today
by b

y blocking the entrance to the
university.

As a result, no classes were

held and no vehicles could enter
the campus.

Shibir activists
damage railing
on road near
Baitul Mukarram

Chhatra Shibir activists
yesterday damapged the rai!inﬁ{
dividing the road on the nort
side of Baitul Mukarram na-
tional Mosque, reports UNB.

Police said the Shibir ac-
tivists demonstrating in the af-
terncon demanding withdrawal
of 'terrorists’ and police from

See Page 12 Col 8

New Vice Chairman elected

2 more DSE councillors
resign: EGM June 25

By Rafiq Hasan

A Dhaka Stock Exchanhge
Council yesterday elec-
ted Abdul Haq as its new Vice-
Chairman fixed June 25 for
holding am Extraordinary

Meeting (EGM).

Two DSE councillors Wa-
ja Abdul Quddus and Khurshid
Alam, submitted their resigna-
tion letters immediately after
the meeting at noon. Final
decision on their resignation
will be taken at the next board

of the DSE likely to be

held within a week, Honorary

General of the bourse

Shahigq Khan told The Daily
Star the meeting

A section of DSE members
and general investors have been
demanding removal of all
councillors who have been
charged in the share market
SCAITI Cases

Asked why he resigned from

the council body although he
was not accu by the probe
committee, Khwaja Abdul Qud-
dus said, "I resigned to help re-
organise the board, h#ping that
it would bring a positive result

inducting better people into

(DSE) board.”

Three other councillors —
Ragquibur Rahman; AG Azam
Chowdhury and vice-chairman
Ahmed Igbal Hasan — resigned
earlier. DSE Chairman Imtiaz
Hossain was removed by a no-
confidence motion at the last
board meeting after he declined
to resign.

Hossain subsequently gave a
letter to the DSE challenging
the legality of his removal.

When contacted last night,
Hossain said, "l wanted to know
whether it was done according
to the DSE constitution. If it is

See Page 12 Col 5

DUCSU committee

may be dissolved
today

By DU Correspondent

The Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University, Prof Abul
Kalam Azad Chowdhury, will
meet the leaders of different
student organisations at a
meeting of the DU Paribesh
Parishad today.

The question of DUCSU
election will be discussed in the

See Page 12 Col 4

JCD observes
strike at U

From Our Correspondent

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY, Ma
14: The pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) observed a
day-long strike at the Islamic
University today demanding

unishment to those responsi-

EIE for attacking its two ac-
tivists Tuesday afternoon on
the campus.

The two JCD activisis —
Amin and Liton — were seri-

See Page 12 Col B

Tribal separatist violence

India to deploy more

troops in 6 states

NEW DELHI, May 14: India
will deploy thousands of addi-
tional troops in six of its seven
far-eastern states hit by tribal
separatist violence, Home Min-
ister Indrajit Gupta said Wed-
nesday, reports AFP.

Gupta told parliament that
four army battalions would be
sent to Assam, two each to
Tripura, Manipur and Aruna-
chal Pradesh and one each to
Mizoram and Meghalaya.

Each battalion of 1,200 per-
sonnel would help para-mili-
tary forces and army alread

in the regions, he said.

"These states are currently
affected by secessionist. subver-
sive and violent activities of in-
Su t groups.” he said.

e government is also pro-
viding Ilinancial assistance to
(the seven states] to procure
arms and ammunition.

“Most of these states have al-
ready been declared disturbed
areas by the government.”

Gupta said the situation in
the region "is being kept under
watch and reviewed from time
to time."

He said the worst-affected
were Assam, Tripura, Nagaland
and Manipur,

"The those states such as
Arunachal. Meghalaya and Mi-
zoram are largely peaceful”

Gupta said.
e United Liberation Front

of Assam (ULFA)] and Bodo
tribal insurgents have grown in
strength in Assam.

In the Christian-dominated
Nagaland, tribal guerillas of the
Nationalist Socialist Council of
Nagaland [(NSCN)} have been
waging India's longest sepa-
ratist campaign.
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