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Govt to consider proposal for ==
Tk 2000 minimum wage
for garments workers

Monnu, a leading en-
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BCIC loses Tk 495¢cr for
import, marketing of urea

adesh Chemical Indus
tries Corporation (BCIC) in-
curred a loss of Tk 495.27 crore
for import and marketing of
fertiliser during the current fis-
cal . reports UNB.

Sisﬂﬂﬂ ng this in parlia-
ment yesterday, Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed said a
national committee on fer-
tiliser is working to evolve a
coordinated marketing system
for the soil nutrient.

Replying to a number of
supplementaries, he said the
new system is expected to be
formulated before the next peak
season to make fertiliser rnar-
keting more effective and effi-
cient.

He said each thana will have
equal number of fertiliser deal-
ers and the additional dealer-
ship would be cancelled.

e minister said import of
428,252 metric tons ol urea
caused a loss of Tk 254.40 crore
while marketing of the fer-
tiliser produced by state-run
BCIC caused a loss of Tk 240.87
Crore.

He attributed the losses to
the sale of local fertiliser at
lower price than production
cost and sale of imported fertil-
izer at a price less than landing
cost.

Replying to Prof Shahidul
Islam of BNP, Tofael said the
landing cost, or the mean im-
port cost, for fertiliser was Tk
10.170 per ton and the fertiliser

froin KAFCO cost Tk 9,168 per
ton. While one ton urea from
the BCIC factories costs Tk
3,725.

The country imported
198,252 tons of urea and pur-
chased 205,000 tons from the
Karnaphuli Fertiliser Company
(KAFCO), a one hundred per cent
export-oriented factory, in fis-
cal 1996-97.

Purchase of 25,000 more
metric tons of fertiliser from
the KAFCO is now under pro-
cess, the minister told the
House.

Replying to Syed Ashraful
Alam of Awami League, Tofael
said the revised target for urea
fertiliser production was 18.35
lakh metric tons in 1996-97,
but the actual production was
14.99 lakh tons till April this
year.

TSP and SSP fertiliser pro-
duction target was 1.50 lakh
tons while 1.22 lakh tons were
produced till April, he said.

Refuting the allegation of

liticisation during fertiliser
distribution this year, he said
there was no crisis of fertilizer
this season because of smooth
distribution.

Quoting a report of Interna-
tional Fertiliser Development
Centre (IFDC}, he stated that the
price of fertiliser was 28 per
cent less than that of last year.
"The prices were lowest in 15
years', he said.

New electricity rate

From Page |
already been made with effect
from March 1 and consumers
have to pay the enhanced rate
from that month.

He was replying to a written
question from BNFP MP Mo-
hammad Akhtaruzzaman.

The country suffered a total
of 1972 hours’ loadshedding
during 10 months from June
last year to March this year,
Nooruddin said responding to
another gquestion.

Answering another ques-
tion, he informed the House
that 581 megawatt more power

was produced between 1991 to
1995 through installation of
four new power plants. But
during the sar?l? period, hll’]
power plantis with a generation
capacity of 405 MW were shut
down, he added.

Nooruddin also said PDB
has now Tk 1282.727 crore out-
standing with consumers,
DESA Tk 715.71 crore and REB
Tk 46 crore.

BSS adds: Nooruddin told
the House that the government
had no plan to import power

UNOCAL

Freun Pave 1
UNOCAL instead of open bid-
ding, the Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister said, "No
coniract has been signed,
rather, BAPEX, Petrobangla
and UNOCAL have signed a
'‘Letter of Intent' for exploration
in a small portion of Block 10."
He added that UNOCAL had
worked side by side with BAPEX
over the last one and half years
in digging a well at Shahbazpur.
"In last month's meetings in
London and Houston we made it
clear to foreign companies that
Block 10 is yet free for gas ex-
ploration,” the minister said.
Another BNP MP asked the
minister whether four BNP
leaders, including the former
energy minister, were accused
of 'subversive activities' in the
probe report re%arding recent
power towers collapse in Pabna.
In response, the minister
said, "That was a technical re-
port and nobody is shown ac-
cused specifically in the reﬁort‘
However, eight Iptrsnns ave
been arrested so far for possess-

ing parts of the fallen towers. It
is not possible yet to tell who
was behind this subversive act.”

‘But!, Opposition Whi
Jainul Abedin Faruq pointe
out, "The head of the govern-
ment had said on a previous oc-
casion, at the rt, that BNP
leaders were involved in the
subversive act.”

from India "right now.”

But the government is con-
sidering the aspects of peak
hour availability, acceptabilit
from the tariff and technica
points of view and availability
of power in the shortest possi-
ble time on the guestion of im-
porting power from India, he
said in reply to a question by
BNP member Mohammad Fa-
zlul Azim.

(Gas crisis

Nooruddin Khan informed
the House that the government
had taken both short and long
term measures to solve the
problems of gas distribution in
the city.

Replying to a question from
Alhaj Makbul Hossain [(AL-

phaka), he said the gas distri-
bution system is facing prob-
lems as the existing network
was installed on the basis of
demands in the '70s which has
increased manifold with in-
creased population in the city.
"As a short-term measure,
link line would be installed in
different parts of the city to
overcome the crisis,” the minis-
ter said, adding that different
measures have been taken un-
der the "third natural gas devel-

opment project,” financed by

the Asian Development Ban
(ADB). ‘

The measures include, in-
stallation of higher-pressure
gas distribution line, reinstal-
lation of lines, improving and
reinstallation of city gate sta-
tion, district regulating station
and town border station, the
minister added.

2 JCD activists
hurt- in clash with
Shibir at IU

From Our Correspondent

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY, May
13: Two activists of the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) were
seriously injured in a clash
with the suEpurters of Islami
Chhatra Shibir at the Saddam
Hossain Hall. this afternoon.
The JCD leaders met the hall
authorities tonight and de-
manded immediate arrest of the
attackers. The JCD activists
brought out a procession and
held a rally where they gave a
call for a strike tomorrow.

The BCL activists also
brought a procession and held a
rally tonight. Addressing the
rally the BCL leaders con-
demned ICS activists for their
terrorism on the campus and
all over the country.

' Bill on ‘Control of

Vesting Powers
of Parliament’
introduced

A private members bill on
"Control of Vesting Powers of
Parliament” was introduced
yesterday and sent to the stand-
ing committee concerned for
examination, reports BSS.

Moved by Jatiya Party
member Dr Mohammad Rus-
tam Ali Farazi (Pirozpur), the
bill sought the control of vested
powers upon the government
machinery in preparing rules
and regulations to ensure
transparency and accountabil-
ity of the executive organ.

The bill said that in most of
the cases the departmental offi-
cials, empowered to formulate
the subsidiary legislations,
make the rules and regulations
according to their legislations,
according to their will.

The bill observed that the
subsidiary legislations in man
cases do not have any approv
of the cabinet division or the
minister concerned.

In the prevailing system,
there is no accountability of the
vested powers in formulating
the rules and regulations.

82,254 industrial
units set up from
'91-96, JS told

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 82,254 new indus-
trial units were set up in the
country during the period from
1991 to 1996, Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed told the Jativa Sangsad
yesterday.

Replying to question from
BNP lawmaker Mustafizur
Rahman, the minister said the
new units included 71 hea
and medium industries, 10.3
small industries and 71.850
cottage industries.

One killed in

crossfire in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 13: A
rickshawpuller was killed dur-
ing a gunfight between two rival

roups at Bakalia under
handgao thana this evening,
police said.

According to police, he fell
in a crosslire.

ADB loan

Froin Page |

velop capital market in
Bangladesh, railway link over
the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge Project and Ganga Bar-
rage Project also came up for
discussion at the talks.

The ADB president agreed
that his institution would expe-
ditiously' process the
Bangladesh capital market de-
velopment project on urgent
and priority basis. |

Responding to a request
from Kibria, Sato said he would
look into the matter of increas-
ing the annual lending level of
ADB to Bangladesh.

Computer database
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system and the records will be
maintained in Bangla, they
said.

When contacted, sources in
the Computer Science Depart-
ment of BUET said they are de-
veloping the software for the
system the government is plan-
ning to install. Work on the
project began last month, they
said.

The system will be installed
in the Cabinet Division and
will be connected with the
Prime Minister's Secretariat.

Sharif

From Page 1

bilateral issues that could
hamper regional cooperation.

Gayoom's call for more ];:gJ-
litical dialogue was echoed by
Sri Lankan President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga, who sug-
gested more frequent, informal
and confidential talks among

| SAARC leaders.

government will con-
sider the proposal for a mini-
mum wage of Tk 2000 for gar-
ment workers after the forma-
tion of wage board, Parliament
was told yesterday, reports
UNB.

State Minister for Labour
and Manpower M A Mannan
gave the assurance on a resolu-
tion moved by Harunor Rashid
Khan Monnu.

In his motion, Monnu sug-

ested that workers in garment

dustries, particularly in the
Export Processing Zone, be
glvtn minimum wages of Tk

000 in view of the rise in cost
of living.
He said t workers are

deprived of different financial
facilities when workers in
other industries enjoy annual
bonus, leave benefit or group
insurance.

BCL continues
strike at CU

From Staff Correspondent

The strike called by the
Bangladesh Chaatra League
(BCL) continued at Chittagong
Uiniversity today.

The activists blocked the
entrance to the university and
as a result no vehicles c
the students and teachers coul
enter the campus, sources said.

No classes were held.

The BCL has called the strike
for an indefinite riod in
protest against an alleged at-
tack by the Islami Chhatra
Shibir activists during a recep-
tion to newcomers on May 5.

JS snippets
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Suited B Choudhury was
seen wearing an attractive cap
yesterday.

Tofael Ahmed become furi-
ous as Alamgir Kabir of BNP
termed him Chapabaaz (a tall
talker).

Asking a supplementary
question on the fall of produc-
tion at a Jhenaidah Sugar Mill,
Alamgir Kabir told the minis-
ter, "Production can't be in-
creased through Chapabaazi. el-
ficiency is needed for it.”

Blasting the Opposition
member, the minister said. "We
(once) arrested him from a fox-
hole with LMG. Fighting from a
foxhole and speaking in the
parliament are not the same.”

Saying that he did not prac-
tice Chapabaazi, which he said
was an unparliamentary word,
the angry minister also advised
{iabir to learn parliamentary
anguage.

'Failing to get the floor agaln
Alamgir Kabir was heard hurl-
ing abusive words at Tofael like
thief, tall-talker for quite
sometime.

The microphone of Energy
Minister Noor Uddin Khan
stopped for a short while when
he was replying to a question on
power generation.

Several lawmakers from
both the sides were heard shout-
ing "power failure, power fail-
Asking a supplementary,
BNP MP Gazi Mohammad
Shahjahan then drew the min-
ister's attention to the out-of-
order bulb on his microphone.

At this, a smﬂing Deputy
Speaker commented, "It is said
that there is no budget to repair
your light."

The red light of Shahjahan's
microphone was damaged dur-
ing a iandemunium by the BNP
lawmakers on Saturday.

r, said if the facilities
could be in-
exodus of

for
creased, the

Bangladesh workers would re- | __

A number of tion and
treasury bench members
backed up Monnu's motion.
They are Mashiur Rahman,
Gazi Mohammad Shajahan,
Prof Shahidul Islam, ham-
mad Shahidul Islam, Zafrul Is-
lam Chowdhury, Hazi Mo-
hammad Selim, Nurul Amin
Talukdar and Abdul Latif
Mirza.

Some members suggested
that minimum wages be at
Tk 3,000 and it should be made
compulsory for workers in
other private and public enter-
prises.

Welcoming the resolution,
State Minister Mannan said
there are seven categories of
wage structure for garment

ers fixed by the Minimum
Wage Board. e minimum

under the seventh cate-

is Tk 930.

e said the proposal would
be considered in the new Mini-
mum Wage Board Award.

The resolution was with-
drawn by voice vote following
assurance by the minister.

3 shot in city

By DMC Correspondent

Three s received bullet
injuries in separate incidents
in the city yesterday.

Velayet, 30, the owner of a
medical store at Mahakhali
was attacked reportedly by ex-
tortionists yesterday morning
for his refusal to pay tolls. He
was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), hospital sources said.

Earlier, an employee of Ve-
layet, working at his medical
store, also received bullet in-
juries after he refused to pay the
toll money demanded by some
local hoodlums.

In another incident, one
Anwar Hossain, 30, was at-

tacked by armed gangsters near

the Asad Gate under Moham-

madpur thana yesterday

HE'II}IIIDEI eported to
eg Irs arer

have snatched Tk 10,000 from

Hossain, who is also the owner
of a store at Tajmahal Road.
The victim was admitted to the
DMCH.

Dhaka, Yangoon
agree to resume
Rohingya

repatriation

COX'S BAZAR, May 13: A
high level official level talks
between Myanmar and Bang-
ladesh on Rohingya repatria-
tion was held at Maungdow
today, reports BSS.

In the meeting, the seven-
member Bangladesh team was
led by Refugee, Relief and Repa-
triation Commissioner A Q M
Kamrul Islam while Myanmar
delegation was led by Director
of the Border and Immigration
Department U Wint Mint.

Both sides have agreed to re-
sume the Rohingya repatriation
process at the quickest possible
time which was unilaterall
postponed by Myanmar side
since May 1.

The meeting decided that the
refugees who have got their
clearance will be repatriated
soon while the clearance of rest
of the refugees will be available
from the next meeting to be held
at Maungdow town of Myanmar
next month.
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SAARC: Micro-credit
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eign Secretary Farooq Sobhan
told BSS.

The leaders also endorsed
the proposal mentioned by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at the summit calling for estab-
lishing direct airlink between
the capitals of SAARC coun-
tries. The Prime Minister also
forcefully argued that steps to
be taken by all SAARC coun-
tries against trafficking of
women and children. The lead-

ers agreed that tough measures

should be taken to combat traf-

ficking of women and children.
The leaders endorsed the
idea of setting up of a Eminent
Persons Group (EPG) which will
undertake a comprehensive ap-
prisal of SAARC and examine
ways and means to enhance its
effectiveness. |
Farooq Sobhan said the
heads of state and government
also decided that the eminent
persons group should formulate
a perspective plan of action. It
is expected that the EPG will in-
clude at least one person of
eat eminence from each
C member countries but
not more than two persons will
be chosen from one country.

The leaders also a to
endorse the uest from the
President of Sri Lanka to host
the next summit conference
scheduled to be held in 1998.
The Sri Lankan President was
very keen to host the next
summit in Colombo in 1998
which would coincide with the
50th anniversary of indepen-
dence of Sri Lanka.

It was further that
N;gl would host the summit in
1 while Pakistan would host
in the year 2000, Farooq Sob-
han said. |

On specific cooperation be-
tween two or more countries,
such as sub-regional coopera-
tion or the growth g.l e,
it was upon that it would
take place within the frame-

work of Article Seven of the
SAARC Charter. It was agreed

that henceforth specific pro-
jects to by experts of two,
three or more C countries
will be sent to the SAARC Secre-
tary General who will obtain
the consent of the standing
cominittee.

The leaders also discussed a
joint declaration setting the
agenda for the future of the or-
ganisation to be issued at the

- end of the summit tomorrow.

Child trafficking

From Page 1

Women's Human Rights Council
(Bangalore, India), Meena Seshu
of SANGRAM (Maharashtra,
India) and Meena Poudel of
Oxfam, Nepal.

The delegation apprised the
leaders about the increasing
trend of intra and inter-country
trafficking in the South Asian
countries specially those of
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan
and Nepal.

They requested them to take
%eading role in solving the prob-
em.

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina assured the NGO
leaders of her allout support
saying that she had a]readl; dis-
cussed the matter with other
SAARC leaders. She said the

matter is discussed at the
official level.
Talking to the delegation

Prime Minister of Pakistan
Nawaz Sharif assured, "1 will
look into the matter."

Prime Minister of India | K
Gujral expressed his total
commitment to the issue and
assured the deleFateﬂ that he
would immediately take up the
matter with his counterparts in
the . He regretted the fact
that issue was not included
in the agenda for the Ninth

Appointing of a special

a rap-
ur, a convention and set-
up of a regional court on

in women and chil-
dren were among the main rec-
ommendations put forth to the
SAARC leaders.
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Shitalakhya
DOE to survey,
identify causes

of pollution

By Staff Correspondent

The Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE) is to survey the
river Shitalakhya and its sur-
rounding areas to iden the
causes and extent of pollution
in its water, DOE sources said.

The move comes after thou-
sands of fish died over a four-
kilometre stretch near Nara-
yanganj town on May 7. Offi-
cials suspect industnalo}ml-
lution was the main cause of the
death of the fish.

A DOE official said, three
days after the sudden deaths of
the fish, the department "tested
samples of the river water but
found no trace of any lethal tox-
ins." The official, however, ad-
mitted that the test was done
'too late'. "To determine the real
cause of the death, we should
have done the tests on the day of
the incident.” he said. He at-
tributed the failure to 'shortage
of manpower' of the depart-
ment.

JCD-BCL clash in
Sirajganj: 15 hurt

SIRAJGANJ, May 13: A
clash between the activists of
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) and Chhatra League in
Kamarkhand thana today left
15 injured, reports UNB.

Sources said the clash oc-
curred following the joining of
some JCD workers to BCL at
Jamtoil Bazar in the evening.

Three of the injured were
admitted to Kamarkhand thana
health complex and two others
to Sadar Hospital.

4-hr token strike
1N newspapers,

agencies today
By Staff Correspondent

A lour-hour token work:-
stoppage programme will be ob-
served in the offices ol all
newspapers and news agencies
in the country today at the call
of the coordinated body of jour-
nalists, HEWSﬁEPEr employees
and press workers, said a press
release.

The 'Kendrio Samannaya
Committee' (central coordina-
tion committee) gave the call of
work-stoppage from 11 am to 3
pm to press the demands for
immediate announcement of
the 'Fifth Wage Board Award’
and withdrawal of "The News-
gaper Employees (Conditions of

ervice] (Amendment) Ordi-
nance, 1997." '

Besides, the newspaper em-
loyees and journalists will
old a rally at 11 am today in

the Jatiya Press Club premises
and later proceed in a proces-
sion towards the Jatiya
Sangsad to hand over memo-
randums to the Speaker and the
Leader of the House.

In a joint statement yester-
day. endrio Samannaya
Committee convenor Fazle
Imam, joint convenor and
BFUJ president Amanullah
Kabir and secretary general Za-
hirul Haq, Sangbadpatra Kar-
machari Federation president
Kamruzzaman Khan and secre-
tary general Mahtabuddin
Khan, Sangbadpatra Press
Workers Federation president
Mosharraf Hussain and secre-
tary general Bazlur Rahman
Mirll::r:-n, DUJ acting president
Abu Saleh and member-secre-
tary of Samannaya Commmittee
and %enera] secretary of DUJ
Ruhul Amin Gazi urged all con-
cerned to make today's pro-
gramimne a success.

They also termed a handout
published in newspapers yes-
terday against the backdrop of
their movement as "an attempt
to create misunderstanding.”

Froan Page |

him in running the affairs of

the House.

On the private members
days, the |

islators be
to both the .ndlongmg

sition benches move resolu-
tions seeking solution of vari-

ous problems, especially in
their r constituencies.
U . the Treasury Bench

members withdraw their reso-
lutions following the ministers'
assurances, while the Opposi-
tion members prefer to put their
resolutions to vote.

But yesterday, even the Op-
position MPs withdrew their
resolutions after the ministers
concerned assured them to ad-
dress the :

Jafrul Islam Chowdhury of
the BNP moved a resolution
seeking setting up of a voca-
tional training centre at
Bashkhali Thana in his con-
stituency. )

The Education Minister told
the House that his ministry was
convinced of the necessity for
setting up vocational training
centres in different areas in-
cluding Bashkhali. Requesting
the BNP lawmaker to withdrew

BSP protests

withdrawal of
CREF facilities

President of Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSP)
Qazi Shahed Ahmed yesterday
vehemently protested and con-
demned the withdrawal of clean
report findings (CRF) facilities
by the government, reports
BSS.

In a statement, he said the
importers of newsprint will
face difficulties due to the with-
drawal of CRF facilities for the
import of newsprint and this
will create obstacle in publica-
tion of the newspa 5

Qazi Shahed urged the gov-
ernment to reconsider the uni-
lateral decision and reintroduce
the CRF facilities for the import
of newsprint.

CREF facilities

Fromm Page |

of Commerce and Industries,
Fareign Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industries,
Bangladesh Chamber of Indus-
tries and various business as-
sociations had requested the
board to withdraw CRF facili-
ties for the items at different
times.

The board also took steps to
impose tariff on some of these
items on which tariff is not as
yet fixed.

CHT talks

From Page |

urnless they change their mind.”

The sources said "disagree-
ments continued to dog the ne-
gotiations” on the prickly is-
sues of the settlers, who consti-
tute nearly half of the CHT
population of about 800,000,
whom the PCJSS wants out of
the 14,200 sq km area.

Another issue that plagued
the talks was formation of new
local government councils in
the three hill districts with
nominated members when
their term runs out in June. But
the PCJSS wants the councils to
be replaced by a regional coun-
cil with wide powers and having
an autonomous status.

The issue of land rights for
the tribals also remained unre-
solved. Besides withdrawal of
security forces, as demanded by
PCJSS also remained unre-
solved.

The current round of talks,
the fifth in the series since the
National Cominittee was recon-
stituted by the present govern-
ment last year, and 24th since
1986, were the third in the city.

-

PHILIPS

JS: Unique example

the resolution, the minister as-
sured that he would in future
io set up a voca

centre mpﬂzumm.m%
MP responded to the request
positively.

Another BNP legislator,
Harunur Rashid Khan Monnu,
moved a resolution seekin
fixation of minimum salary
%armcnta workers at Taka

The minister concerned told
the House that the government
was aware of the ems of
the garments workers and try to

do to im-
i The oird ot Lt o
the workers. Convinced by the
assurance, the BNP MP with-
drew his resolution.

Alhaj Mokbul Hossain of the
#L!w a school in his H;

ur constituency to

nauunn]ll:ed F the as-
surance of the Education Minis-
ter, the AL MP withdrew his
resolution.

Ht:;hluﬂrﬁ_ﬂahmman of the BNP
wan a in
his constit Eltdm He
withdrew the resolution follow-
ing the state minister's assur-

ance to look into the problem in
future.

Eviction of sex
workers 1llegal,
say HR, women
organisations

By Staff Correspondent

A number of human rights
and women rights organisa-
tions have criticised the evic-
tion of the inmates of the
Kandupatti brothel in the city
and termed it 'illegal’.

Several hundred sex workers
were evicted from the brothel in
the old lpa:'.rt of the city by a sec-
tion of local le on Monday.

The Ain O $halish Kendra,
the Bangladesh l.%a.l Aid and
Services Trust, hiker and
Jatiya Ainjibi Porishad in a
joint press statement last night
expressed their concern over
the eviction.

The Centre for Women and
Children Studies in a separate
statement also condemned the
action of the local people.

Kandupatti

From Page 1

chased the Shibir workers and
both sides clashed for about 10
minutes.

The panicked women ran
into the Jatiya Press Club
premises and narrated their
sorrows and sufferings to the
journalists. They also de-
manded their immediate reha-
bilitation.

10 killed

From Page 1

tified as Sukumer Biswas 35,
assistant teacher of Bandarban
Residential School. Identity of
the others could not be known
immediately.

Police said ten seriously in-
jured persons were admitted to
Manikganj hospital while four
others were sent to Dhaka for
treatment.

Our DMC correspondent
adds: At least three persons died
in three separate road accidents
in and around the city.

According to medical
sources, an unidentified person
was killed and six others in-
jured when a bound bus
collided head on with a Dhaka
bound truck at Azampur under
Tongi thana in the morning.
The injured were admitted to
DMCH, the sources added.
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