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oth SAARC
summit
opens

MALE, May 12: Seven South
Asian leaders today began a
three-day summit in this In-
dian Ocean atoll republic of the
Maldives in a bid to boost trade,

report agencies.

The summit, the ninth for
the South Asian Association of
Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
opened at the four-storeyed
Dharubaaruge Conference Hall
on the eastern edge of this tiny
capital island of Male,

The three-day summit, being
attended by the heads of state or
government, is expected to give
a fresh impetus to the on-going
regional cooperation as the
leaders in their speeches in the
ina al session expressed the
firrn eagerness to take the fo-
rum to the cherished objective
for the benefit of the vast multi-
tude, living in the populous
Asian region.

The summit began with In-
dian Prime Minister and outgo-
ing chairman of the SAARC | K
Gujral conducting the opening
session.

I K Gujral opened the session
by inviting the president of the
Maldives Maumoon Abdul Gay-
oom to deliver his inaugural
address.

See Page 12 Col 2

Iranian tremor:
Death toll
rises to 4000

QAYEN, Iran, May 12: More
than 4,000 ]i;eople were killed in
the powerful earthquake which
struck eastern Iran on Satur-
day, the evening newspaper
Ressalat reported today, says
AFP.

"According to the very latest
information from the quake-
hit zone, the quake killed more
than 4,000 people,” the conser-
vative newspaper said in a
front-page story.

The Iranian authorities had
said previously that around
2,400 people died in the 7.1-de-
gree temblor in Khorasan
province and 6,000 were in-
jured.

BNP protests
case against
JCD activists

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
protested the filing of case
against more than 300 leaders
and workers of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), reports
UNB.

In a statement. he said ter-
rorists of the fallen autocratic
regime in cooperation with the
ru party's student wing had
attacked a JCD procession on
the Dhaka University campus
on Friday, but the government
filed "a conspiratorial case"
against the JCD leaders and
workers.

Police filed a case against
some 300 JCD members, includ-
ing its general secret Habi-
bun Nabi Sohel, central leaders
Abdul Khaleque, Monzur-e-
Elahi and Monwar Hossain
Rana.

Bhuiyan said the so-called

CONsensus t has been
resorti to "consensus terror-
ism" an to fish in the
troubled water by blaming such

terrorism on JCD.

— Inside Today
Article
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Sheikh Hasina addressing
the summit yvesterday.
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Hasina addresses SAARC summit in Male

Dhaka proposes SAEC for

d regional growth

MALE, May 12: Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
mooted a proposal for creating
South Asian Economic Com-
munity for attaining a rapid
economic growth in the region
through intensive cooperation,
reports UNB.

She proposed the setting up
of SAEC as the ninth SAARC
Summit began at the SAARC

Hall in the Maldives capital to- .

day to chart the next course of
cooperation among the seven
member nations.

It is necessary in today's
context, she told South Asian
leaders, to clearly spell out the
benefits of expanded trade and
economic cooperation among
the member countries.

"We believe that this Summit
should authorise a group of em-
inent persons from South Asia
to prepare a report on accelerat-
ing and strengthening regional
cooperation and suggesting spe-
cific steps which would facili-

ety

tate the creation of a South
Asian Economic Community,"
stated Hasina.

She favoured promotion of
regional trade among South
Asian nations through SAPTA,
saying "we have made progress”,
but "much more needs to be
done”.

"We must also address the
question of investments in the
relatively less developed mem-
ber states, promote trade creat-
ing joint ventures, easy flow of
capital, services and technology
and speedy dissemination of

trade information,” Hasina
said admitting the difference in
the relative size of the

economies, levels of develop-
ment and degree of diversities
in the countries. :

Micro-credit
'"We need more effective tools
to fight destitution and more

appropriate policies to enable
the poor to work their way out

(From left) Prime Minister -Sheikh Hasina, Bhutanese King Jime Singye Wangchuck, Ma

ldivian President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom, Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral, Nepali Prime Minister Lokendra Bahadur Chand, Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, and Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga at the inaugural ceremony of
the ninth SAARC Summit that began in Male yesterday.

tg;vm'ty." Hasina suggested,
g one of the tools lor com-
bating poverty, which has been
tested around the world in more
than fifty years, is micro-
credit.

Mentioning the Micro-
Credit Summit in Washington
DC in February this year, she
said the Summit had launched
a campaign to ensure that 100
million poorest families of the

of
ad

- world, particularly women, re-

ceived credit for self-employ-
ment and other financial and
business services by the year
2005,

The Prime Minister said
governments could play a cru-
cial role in fostering an en-
abling environment for the de-
velopment of micro-credit in-
stitutions.

Hasina further called for in-

 volvement of organised private

sector in the SAARC process as
it can accelerate the promeotion

e

— AFP/UNB photo
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Distorted TV coverage-alleged

Govt violating 4-pt
accord: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has accused the gov-
ernment of viola its 4-point
accord with the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad, particu-
larly the one on neutral cover-
age of the Sangsad proceedings
by Bangladesh Television,

Spe on the issue, BNP
lawmaker Maj (retd) Hafizuddin
Ahmed alleged that BTV
covered the proceedings in the
last two days in a ll_:zlartial and
distorted manner. He also de:
manded that BTV broadcast live
the whole proceedings of the
Sangsad, as done by the Radio.

Rising on a point of order,
BNP lawmaker also alleged im-
balanced coverage of the pro-
ceedings by BTV in the last two
days when the Treasury Bench
as covered for 125 minutes
against only 55 minutes for the
Gﬁgosiﬁnn. Besides, some of the
BNP MPs were covered
omitting key points in their de-
liberations while others were
totally blacked out, he added.

About leader of the Opposi-

~tion Begum Khaleda Zia's

speech Sunday, Hafiz charged

ally

that she was not heard clearly
through BTV but the sound was
clear when Deputy Leader of the
House Zillur Rahman spoke af-
ter her.

"It's better not to cover at all
than covering in this distorted
and motivated way," he com-
mented. :

See Page 12 Col 7

By Nazmul Ashraf.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid felt yesterday that a
mental hospital should be set

up somewhere around the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.
Responding to BNP law-

maker Joynal Abedin Faruk's
remarks about the Mental Hos-
pital at Pabna during the ques-
tion-hour, the Deputy Speaker

See page 2
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CHT peace talks continue

Govt, PCJSS hopeful

of a settlement

By Special Correspondent

Peace talks between the Na-
tional Committee on Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts and the Par-
battya Chattagram Janasang-
hati Samity (PCJSS) continued
for the second day in the city
yesterday.

"We are hopeful of resolving
the problem through under-
standing soon," Convener of the
National Committee and Chief
Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad
Abul Hasnat Abduliah told
journalists at 8:30 last night,
after the second day of fifth
round of current series of nego-
tiations, the third in the city
since January.

PCJSS chief Jygtindriyo
Bodhipriyo Larma alias Shantu
Larma. who posed for photog-
raphers with Abdullah on the

orch of state pguest house
adma, nodded in approval
when the Chief Whip gave a two-
sentence resume of the day's

business.

“There had been progress
during the talks which would
continue. We are hopeful about
the developments for a settle-
ment soon,"” said the brief
statement read out to newsmen
by Abdullah. But he declined to
say anything more. Shantu
Larma, insisted by newsmen for
his comments, said. "I have the
same opinion. E hing is go-
ing well." Asked how long it
would take to reach a perma-
nent settlement, he {fust
magged his shoulders and fol-
lowed Abdullah into the guest
house. Insiders’ however, said
that the talks which resumed in
the forenoon yesterday would
continue today. The PCJSS del-
egation is likely leave the city
later in the day unless there is
substantial progress.

According to sources con-
cerned, the PCJSS delegation
reiterated its five-point demand

See Page 12 Col 8

Hot line soon: Prisoners to be freed

MALE, May 12: The leaders
of India and Pakistan met today
for the first time in four vears,

eeing to wipe the slate clean
after 50 years of hostility,
reports AP,

Speaking with uncommon
congeniality, Indian Prime
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral
and Pakistan's Nawaz Sharif
agreed to set up a hot line, ar-
randgcd a release of prisoners
and decided to set up working
committees to discuss the issues
that led them to war three times
since 1947.

"We have both agreed to have
a clean slate." said Gujral after
the 90-minute luncheon meet-
ing, held on the sidelines of a
seven-nation regional summit,

Although short on practical
results, the meeting was signifi-
cant for the optimism it lent to
the impoverished South Asia
region, which is trapped in a
cns_t{z arms race.

e had a very good meeting
Very warm and friendly.” Gu-
jral said. "Both sides tried to
talk of prospects and desirabil-
ity of good relations between
the two."

Gujral, Sharif agree to
wipe the slate clean

Sharif said the foreign secre-
taries — the highest ranking
diplomats of their countries —
would meet to continue the
talks. Calling his meeting with
Gujral constructive and mean-
ingful, Sharif said, "I intend to
continue with these talks.
These occasions do not come

eve%] day."

e two men appeared to
find good chemistry, Both are
newly installed as prime minis-
ter, and come from the same re-
gion Punjab that was divided in
1947 when British India was
partitioned into Muslim Pak-
istan and India, which is
musui; Hindu.

"1 like the man very much,”
Gujral said of Sharif.

Earlier, the Pakistani leader
sounded cheerful as he headed
into the meeting with Gujral on
a tropical resort island ringed
by coral reefs and palm-shaded
beaches.

"We will find ways and
means of cooperation with each
other and resolving outstand-
ing conflicts and issues,” Sharif
told reporters.

Sharif's foreign minister

had cautioned against high ex-

ctations, sa the problems
gi?half a centﬂlj,lrgwnu d take a
long time to resolve.
he main issue jis rival
claims by India and Pakistan to
the Himalayan territory of
Kashmir, a cause of two of their
three wars since 1947.
After their meeting, the two

leaders declined to answer-

gquestions about Kashmir. They
also did not elaborate on the
release of prisoners, or say how
many each country holds.

In his speech to the opening
gg&nary of the summit of the

uth Asia Association for Re-
gi!lunal Cooperation, Sharif said
the enmity with India was di-
verting too much resources
away from services to the peo-
ple.

"We can't afford the contin-
uation of tensions, military
confrontation and escalating
defence budgets,"” he said. "There
is no looking back on the
wasted years of the past.”

Gujral welcomed Sharifs
remarks and offered a sweeping
vision for turning the fledgling

See Page 12 Col 5

Hasina holds
talks with
Sharif,
Kumaratunga

MALE, May 12: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina and Pak-
istan Prime Minister Muham-
mad Nawaz Sharif stressed the
need for enhancing trade be-
tween the two countries and
pmmntln&sthe private sector,
reports B5S.

The two leaders during their
meeting held at the Kurumba
village resort this evening ex-
changed views on bilateral is-
sues of mutual interest includ-
ing the economic issues.

Hasina suggested that Pak-
istan could import (ea, betel
leaf, cheese and other com-
modities from Bangladesh. She
also referred to a proposal for
convention ol businessmen
from India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh in a round-table to
be held in Dhaka in November
this year, Nawaz Sharif en-
dorsed the proposal.

Hasina also suggested that
there should be more exchange
of visits for forging better eco-
nomic relations between the
two countries,

Sri Lanka today assured
Bangladesh of buying jute
wrapping bags and jute goods
from Bangladesh.

See page 2

Day-long clash at

SSMC:

Classes at the Sir Salimul-
lah Medical College (SSMC)
could not be held yesterday due
to a day-long clash between stu-
dents and employees that left
some 50 people injured, reports
UNB.

Regular activities of the
SSMC Hospital were also ham-
pered as its class four employ-
ees kept several offices, includ-
ing the academic building. un-
der lock and key.

Most of the resident female
students meanwhile left their

HC reinstates
SP Mahbub

By SC Correspondent

The High Court has declared
the dismissal of Mahbubuddin
Ahmed, Bir Bikran, a senior po-
lice official, from service illegal
and without lawful authority.

The court also directed the

overnment to allow him join
is service and to give all back
salaries with seniority, incre-
ment and promotion with at-
tending benefit within 60 days
from yesterday. .

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice Md Moza-
mmel Haque and Justice Md

See Page 12 Col 3

50 hurt

dormitories as tension was
mounting on the campus. The
new ladies hostel is now almost
vacant.

The clash ensued in the
morning when the employees
and their hired goons attacked
the SSMC Students' Union VP
and Chhatra League leader
Ripon.

Campus sources said the
clash was a sequel io last two
days' trouble between the stu-
dents and the employees that
ensued when some employees
teased a girl student. The em-

loyees also assaulted the col-
ege GS when he protested the
incident.

Both the feuding groups used
sticks and other lethal
weapons, and blasted dozens of
handmade crude bombs creat-
ing panic among the patients
and their attendants.

Police, who were staying on
the campus since Sunday night,
lobbed at least a dozen of tear
gas canisters to disperse the ri-
oting employees and students.

At one stage of the clash, the

employees attacked the ladies |

hostel, but police dispersed

them.
But students accused the po-

lice of siding with the employ-
ees and pelting stones on them.

See Page 12 Col 4

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has takcr} up a massive
project as part of its programme
to ease traffic jam and ensure
safe movement of pedestrians
in the lis, reports UNB.

The project has been submit-
ted for the consideration of the

government.

After government approval,
the works wlnchpi.;:mhld:
construction of more 22 steel-
structured foot es and a
link road at a cost of Tk 20

crore will from m::c]t ﬂnc?jl
commencing in July an
2r¢ Mkily 16 be compléted by
July 1 , said a C release
yesterday.
A three-lane steel-structured
foot will be constructed

at Syeda intersection, while
four-lane footover bridges will
be constructed near Golap Shah
Mazar at Gulistan. near

Laboratory on ur Road, at
Mirpur crossing No-1 and at
Satrasta crossing on Tongl di-

version road.

Tk 20cr DCC ﬁroject
to ease traffic jam

Overbridges will also be con-
structed at the crossing of Jori-
son Road at Nawabpur, near
Suritola School at North-South
Road, near Fakire | Bazar,
near Babupura arket at
Nilkhet, near Basabo crossing,
on Kakrail Road crunain&.: near
Dhanmondi s hool,
on Mohammadpur Town Hall
Road, on Old Airport Road near
Shaheen School, near Kalyan-
Eirsbuu stand. near Sheorapara

stand. at Progoti Sarani, at
Joarsahara crossing near
Nikunju, near Rajlaxmi cross-
ng at Uttara, near Motijheel
and near

1
Shapla crossing
WA.F!%M building at Motijheel.

Besides, at a cost of Tk 1
crore a link road will be con-
structed from near Nagar Bha-
ban to Secretariat through Os-
mani Udyan

The DCC also decided to ex-
tend the footover bridge near
Silihb?l’l upto PG tal on
one side while upto Diabetic

Hospital on the other side.

Govt handout
Newspaper Wage
Board to be
announced soon

The government is attentive
and sincere enough to announce
the Fifth Wage Board Award for
newspaper and news agency
empl as soon as possible,
an official handout said yester-
day, reports BSS.

Giving an assurance to all
those who are aged in the

newspaper industry about the
announcement of the Wage
Board Award very soon, the

governmernt ur all concerned
to rise above all political differ-
ences and lend their coopera-
tion to it for the welfare of the
industry as a whole.

The handout said the at;nc-
tion of the ﬁf:crnmult has n
drawn to statements given
by leaders of different unions

and federations about the Fifth
Wage Board Award and their

pranmm:u thereto.

t said that the ernment
of abandhu eikh Mu-
ibur Rahman had promulgated

ewspaper mployees
(Condition of Services) Act in
See Page 12 Col 4

Inmates eviceted

from brothel

in city

Several hundred sex workers
were evicted from country's one
of the oldest brothels at du-
patti in old Dhaka by a section
of local people, reports UNB.

The women started leaving
the red light district in the early
hours yesterday as the locals
Sunday threatened an attack if
they found anyone after 10 am
yesterday.

Some 1,000 people chanting
slogans against prostitution
and carrying lethal weapons
stormed the brothel at about 11
in the morning and started
dismantling establishments
inside,

Inmates of the brothel were
not there when the attack was
launched in the century-old sex
trade centre, said the duty offi-
cer of Kotwali thana.

He said police rushed to the
scene and brought the situation

See Page 12 Col 6
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nmataa leaving Kandupatti brothel in the city yester-
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Japan to give
15.2b yen loan
for 3 projects

Ja has agreed to provide
15.2 billion yen (Tk 562 crore)
as loan to Bangladesh for three
projects in the current fiscal
year, reports UNB.

Japanese Finance Minister
H Mitsuzuka informmed Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria of
the decision du a meeti
with him in the city of Fokuoka
yesterday.

The loan will be in addition
to the projects being financed
under Japanese assistance, ac-
cording to a message received
here.

Mitsuzuka also told the
Bangladesh Finance Minister

See Page 12 Col ]

Charge sheet in
Jail Killing Case
this month likely

By Staff Correspondent

The charge sheet in the case
of murder of four national
leaders inside Dhaka Central
Jail is likely to be submitted by

the end of this month, official
sources said.
The four Awami League

stalwarts -— Syed Nazrul Islam,
Tajuddin Ahmed, Kamruzza-
man and Mansur Ali — were
killed on November 3, 1975,
CID took up the case with the re-
turn of Awami League to power
after nearly 21 years.

Talking to The Daily Star
about the case lodged in this re-
gard with Lalbagh Thana. offi-
cials said that investigation
into it was the final stage, and
was ted to be completed by
the end of this month.

See Page 12 Col 5

New chairman for
Ctg port soon

The Shipping Minister told
the Jativa Sangsad yesterday
that a permdnent chairman
will be appointed soon for the
Chittagong port, reports UNB.

Responding to a series of
questions in the House, Ship-
ping Minister A S M Abdur Rab
said the aplpuintment of a new
chairman of the largest sea port
would be announced within a
few days.

Mirza Azam of the treasury™
bench ternmned the chairman in
charge of the Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) Capt irud-
din Mahmud corrupt and inef-
ficient, and wanted to know if
he would be removed.

Azam referred to a written
reply by the minister. where he
mentioned the "inefficiency
and misconduct” of Mahmud
who was also punished for that
in a departmental case against
him.

See Page 12 Col 4

CMP commissioner

transferred

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 12:
Commissioner of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police Motabbir
Hossain has been transferred to
Sardah Police Academy as its
principal. official sources said.

The incumbent principal of
the Sardah Police Academy,
Asraful Huda, bas been trans-
ferred to Chitiagong to replace
the CMP commissioner.

BCL resumes
strike at

Ctg varsity

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 12: A
tense. situation is prevailing at
the Chittagong University as
Bangladesh Chhatra League re-
sumed its strike on the campus
today by blocking the entrance
of the university, campus
sources said.

BCL earlier called an indef-
inite strike on the campus in
protest against what it called an
attack by activists of Islami
Chhatra Shibir on May 5 dur-
ing a reception to newcomers.

The strike was relaxed for
two days to facilitate holding of
adniission tests. The BCL re-
sumed its strike vesterday by

See Page 12 Col 1
Pro-Jamaat teachers
resign from RUTA

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 12: The
pro-Jamaat teachers of Ra-
jshahi University have decided
to float a separate teachers as-
sociation after resigning from
the RU Teachers Association
(RUTA).

The decision was taken at a
meeting of pro-Jamaat teachers
held vyesterday with former
Dean of Science, Prof Sayeed
Qudrate-Gul-Mahtabwali in the
chair.

Meanwhile, the resident stu-
dents evicted from the Shaheed
Shamsuzzoha hall of the uni-
versity staged a three-hour sit-
in in front of the office of the
Deputy Commissioner of Ra-
shahi this morning. They

anded over to him a memo-
randum demanding withdrawal
of police from the Zoha hall
antfgascs filled against the stu-

dents.

The situation on the us
remained unchanged for the g\h

day today. Official work re-
ma{rmduu:: ded and the bank

and post

were closed.



