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German Open
Medvedev's

HAMBURG, May 11: Andrei
Medvedev, coming off back and
shoulder injuries that ham-

his career for two years,
captured his third German Open
title Sunday by beating Felix
Mantilla 6-0, 6-4, 6-2, reports
AP.

Medvedev outclassed the
10th-seeded Spaniard, espe-
cially at the start of the final of
the 2.3 million dollars clay
court tournament.

"He gave me a lesson," Man-
tilla said.

Medvedev raced through the
first 10 games in 41 minutes to
Ieudﬁl}lﬂtnthescmngdﬁ.ﬁh\r-
erly changing pace rop
ahgtu andgll'dttlng winners from
all over the court.

"The way | played at the start
is probably as good as.l can

play. It's great that it happened -

in the final,” Medvedev said af-
ter gaining his first title of the

Medvedev gained another
break for a 5-2 lead. Serving for
the match, Medvedev saved two
break points and then hit a
forehand winrier to clinch the
title in one hour, 29 minutes.

The victory was worth
337.000 dollars to Medvedev,
while Mantilla had to settle for
177,000 dollars.

Although Medevedev came
into the week ranked No. 38 in
the world and Mantilla was No.
15, the Ukrainian's victory was
not a big upset. He won this
tournament in 1994 and 1995,
and was ranked as as No. 4
after his first victory here.

His career was hampered by
rﬁnq‘back and shoulder in-
‘I s that forced him into long

ayoffs.

Now 22, Medvedev is coming
back. He won last August in
Long Island and the German

was the 11th title of his
career. Both Medvedev and
Mantilla were playing their
first final of the year.

Medvedev joined Eddie
Dibbs as the only three-time
German n champion in the
open era, Dibbs won in 1973,
1974 and 1976.

The Ukrainian plays the
Italian Open next week in
Rome, where meets Scott
Draper in the first round.

MILAN, May 11: Fabio
Capello looks certain to return
to AC Milan next season, after
announcing that he is quitting
as coach of Real Madrid. to go
back to a ’uh he knows well, re-

ris

Capello guided Milan to four
Italian league titles and one Eu-
ropean Cup in his five seasons
as coach, before leaving last
season summer to take Real to

IhEtﬂFh Spanish table. . gwmm S
In s%ﬁs&nce Milan have s out just real

had a disastrous season, floun-
dering in the wrong half of the
Serie A after a string of defeats,
and failing to even %:t past the

hampions'

Enup phase of the
apello said: "I've had a lot

of offers from Spain, Italy, Eng-
land and Germany, but I've cho-
sen — without actually having
anything — to return (o a
job that I know well. |
"] don't want to talk about it
now, I'm very sad to have to
leave Madrid and Real, 1 know
that several of thgﬂ plta ers are
trying to get presiden renzo
Sanz to make me stay.

Nazarov retains
WBA crown

MIAMI, Florida, May 11:
Unbeaten World Boxing Xuocl-
ation lightweight champion
Orzubek Nazarov of Russia
stopped American Levander
Johnson in the seventh round
here Eaturdaw keep his
Crowmn, reports A
Nazarov rose to 24-0 with
his 18th knockout to win his
sixth title defense, it was only
the second fight in the United
States for Nazarov, who has
fought most of his bouts in
Japan.

Johnson, rated the WBA's
top challenger, fell to 26-2 with
one drawn.

Meanwhile, Venezuela's An-
tonio Cermeno defended his
World Boxing Association ju-
nior featherweight title here

Sﬂtmdzﬂthau:unim 12-
s e e
ten ;

Cermeno, making the fifth
title defense of his two-year

116-112, 115— l1land 118-111.
Cermeno rose to 27-1 while

Chacon, a Puerto Rican in his
first title fight, fell to 23-1.
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Ranatunga riding higher

Tough tie awaits Pakistan

GWALIOR, India,
May 11: Pakistan
need to call on
}hcl:r legcngalzl'y
ightin skills
i wﬁen ﬁry face
world champions Sri Lanka in
a crucial Independence Cup
clash here on Monday, reports
AFP.

Having lost their opening
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match to New Zealand on Fri-
day, anuthcﬁ defeatfmuzcli f;ﬂmn
Pakistan's hopes of qualifying
for the finals of the four-nation
limited overs tournament,

It's a do-or-die situation
quite familiar to the gritty Pak-
istanis, who won the 1992
in Australia after
coming precariously close to
elimination in the preliminary
1 e, :

is time, though, the task
is tougher in the absence of five

. top bowlers, including regular

skipper Wasim Akram, his
dreaded new-ball partner Wa-
qar Younis and star leg-spinner

Mushtag Ahmed.

Besides, they are up st
the powerful in-form Sri
Lankans, who give away little

these days in the abridged ver-
sion of the game.
The sight of Sri Lanka's

ram master Aravinda de
Silva d have a demoralis-
ing effect on most rivals, espe-
C the Pakistanis who con-
ceded three successive centuries
to him in the recent Test series.

Pakistan's stand-in captain
Rameez Raja admitted Sunday
it was "touch and go" far his
team. |

. "Two defeats is likely to
eliminate us, unless one of the
other teams wins all its three
matches," Raja said. "There's no
doubt we must beat the Sri
Lankans tomorrow.

Raja was criticised for ask-
ing New Zealand to bat first on
Friday, which meant his team
had to chase a big score under
lights and on an outfield slowed
down by dew.

New Zealand, fired by
Nathan Astle's century and his
record 155 run opening stand
with Bryan Young, ran up an
imposing 285 for seven before
restricting Pakistan to 263 for
nine.

Raja, however, defended his
decision. "Batting is our
strength in the absence of the
regular bowlers and 1 felt we
were more comfortable chasing
a et.

"I only we had taken our
catches New Zealand would not
have been able to score so
many. [ think we were well into
the match when we reached 189
for three by the 36th over, but
the boys could not keep the
momentum going."

While Raja was searching for
excuses his Sri Lankan coun-
terpart Arjuna Ranatunga was
confident that his champion
team would go to win the tour-
nament.

"Even though one-day is un-
predictable if we play to our po-
tential, it won't be difficult to do

so", said Ranatunga. who mas-
terminded Sri Lanka's memo-
rable World Cup triumph in the
Indian sub-continent last year.

"l am looking to win all our
three league games and hope-

ﬁ.lll;_q.r the finals as well. But we'll
take it one match at a time."

Sri Lanka is at full strength,
unlike the other three teams
who are struggling with in-
uries. While

ave their star bowlers, India
were missing the service of

aceman Javagal Srinath and

ew Zealand will have to do it
without Duqll.

RAMEEZ RAJA
SQUADS
PAKISTAN (from);: Rameez
Raza [ca;lat}. Saeed Anwar, In-
zaman-ul Haq, ljaz Ahmed,

Salim Malik, Hasan Raza,
Muhammad Wasim, Shahid

Afridi, Abdul Razzaq, Azhar -

Mehmood, Moin Khan, Saglain
Mushtaq, Mohammad Hussain,
Aaquib Javed.

SRI LANKA (from): una
Ranatunga [capt), Aravinda de
Silva, anath Jayasuriya,
Romesh Kaluwitharana, Mar-
van Atapattu, Hashan Tillek-
eratne, Roshan Mahanama,
Ruwan Kalpage, Chaminda Va-
as, Kumara Dharmasena, Sanj-

eewa de Silva, Dulip Liyanage,
Upul Chandana, Muttiah
Muralitharan.

Umpires: Srinivas Venka-
taraghvan (India} and Steve
Dunne (New Zealand)
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. ROME., May 11:
g  Mary Plerce of Fra-
i nce took her time
to beat Austria's
Barbara Paulus
and reach the fi-
nal of the Italian woImen's
tournament on Saturday,
reports Reuter. |
- The tall 10th seed, who
dum American Monica Se-
les out of the tournament on
Thursday, beat the 11th seed 4-
6, 6-3, 6-1 after a nervous first
i
slow
ana-

today, I felt tired," the

LATEST

ROME, May 11: Mar
Pierce of France won the Ital-
ian Open women's title defeat-

four-time champion Con-

ta Martinez of Spain 64, 6-0
in the final today, reports AP.

dian-born player said after the
match, pla in bright.sun-
shine at the clay court Foro
Italico.

Paulus also said she felt
Pierce had been slow. but was
ref to the 1 of time it
took the Frenchwoman to serve
rather than her movements
around the court.

"She's very difficult to play
against because can't find
your rhythm y." she said.

Pierce, who in February
teamed up with Martina
Navratilova's old coach Craig
Kardon, is now entering her
third final of the 1
Spain's Conchita Martinez who
:at Switzerla:ﬂlguﬁ_uznmcdcd

tg:r the first time since
Monday, the stands were al-
most full as weekend spectators
turned out to watch a player al-
re acclaimed in the local
: as the successor to re-
tired tine Gabriela Saba-
tini as crowd favourite.
Their tions of a re-
. e bym victo we:t
ampen an o
wtuﬂeﬂ by ﬁupu of
as the Frenchwoman
mistimed shots, double-faulted
and, on one occasion, smashed
into her own half of the court.
Pierce double-faulted
break point in the third
Paulus a 2-1 lead.

at
to
was

Pierce, Martinez s

Pierce broke back to 5-3,
held serve but then lost the set
with a return forehand hit way
too long.

"It took me a little while to -

get going," said Pierce. "As the
match went on, I got better and
Mtcr'h

Certainly, the second set saw
a changed player with the
Frenchwoman pulling off some
fine passing shots and re-set-
ting the timing of her long
strokes to perfection.

iorce wae-~3-0 up--before--

Paulus man

and break ba

.E'-‘;-' <

ed to hold serve
to 3-2. It proved

against Patty Schnyder

Spaniard Conchita Martinez plays a backhand return
of Switzerland in the Italian Open

owdown

a false recovery as the 1995
Australian Open champion
broke back and held to 5-2.
Paulus saved two set points on
her serve before conceding 6-3.
The Austrian held her serve
in the opening game of the third
set before Pierce decided it was

time to finish.
in the fourth game the chair

umpire overruled a decision
against Pierce, to the bemuse-
ment of Paulus and the crowd
who had been misled by the
scoreboard that: suggested there
was another point to be played

for in the game.

match in Rome on May 10. Martinez won 6-2, 6-

——

—  AFP/UNB photo
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East Asian Games
Sino lifter sets
new world mark

PUSAN, South Korea, May
11: China made an impressive
start in the East Asian Games
Sunday, breaking a world
record in women's weightlifting
and winning five of the eight
gold medals on the first day of
competition, reports AP,

Japan, however, kept the
Chinese from dominating the
swimming, winning two races.
South Korea won another.

China's Jiang Yiasu
snatched 81.5 kilograms (179
1/2 pounds) in the women's 46-
kilogram weightlifting class,
beating the old world mark of
81.0 kilo (178 1/2).

She won the gold medal with

a total of 172.5 (380), including

92.5 {204) in the clean and jerk
and a rounded-down 80 (176) for
the snatch.

China also won gold in the
men's 54-and 59-kilogram
weightlifting divisions, and
beat South Korea and Japan for
the gold in men's feam gymnas-
tics.

Japan ended the day with
two golds, two silvers and two
bronze medals, to China's five
gold, one silver and two bronze
medals. South Korea was third
in the medal standings with one

two silvers and four

TIZES.

South Korea won its only
gold for the day in swimming
when Cho Kwang-jea beat
Japan's Yoshiaki Okita and
China's Shang Yunyu in the
100-metre breaststroke, win-
in 1:03.44 — 0.16 ahead of
Okita.

Taiwan began the day in -

high spirits after a surprise 79-
47 victory over Japan in the
men's basketball preliminaries.
It went on to beat Macau in
badminton to advance to the
semifinals.

_But in weightlifting, where

Taiwan had been favoured to

win in the men's 54-kilogram
class, Wan%uShjn-yuan was

beaten by China’'s Bi Zhongxi-
ang.

MEDAL STANDINGS

Medal standings Sunday in
the 2nd East Asian Games:

G S5 B 7

China ] 1. 2 8
Japan 2 2 2 6
South Korea 1 2 4 7
Taiwan 0 5 0 3

ENGLAND
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Nizamuddin Ahmed

Cable and satellite television
viewers who paid upto about
£15 extra to only watch LIVE
Prince Naseem Hamed defend
his WBO and IBF world
featherweight crowns against
Billy Hardy at Manchester last
week were disappointed that the
fight, if you can call it that,
lasted only 93 blood-curdling
seconds. This was a pag per
view programme of Sky Satel-

' lite and most spectators will

have felt cheated. But. then, one
can't arglt_.‘le because, after all,
32-year Hardy is the reignin
European champion with 4
professional fights behind him.
Hamed lived upto his words
that he would K Hardy O in the
first. No one took the Prince se-,
riously, least of all Hardy, who
had said before the fight that,

. unlike Muhammad Ali, Hamed

is no legend. But, one thing Naz,
as the Prince is popular here as.
has in common with Ali is a

' mouth to match his punch.
LB

Glasgow Rangers chief ,
chairman David Murray, is
stepping in to offer the peace
ipe to his manager Walter
mith and 'bad boy Paul Gas-

' coigne. Gazza's days at Iborx

was on the fence with Smith fu-
rious by Gazza's wife beating
and nuisance behaviour under
the influence of drinks. But, the
chairman thinks that Gazza is
the only player in his team who
can deliver the Cguuds in the
forthcoming hampions's

g&zza has now confided to
friends that indeed his chief is
offering him a new deal. At the
end of the day, in any of the
u are g player, a
little misdemeanour is always
swept under the carpet.

Hide, Tucker
bout in June

LONDON, Mayll: Britains

Herbie Hide will make a fresh
challenge for his former WBO
heavyweight
America's
wich on June 28, reports AFP,

title against
ony Tucker in Nor-

The Lailu St Entertainment Guide

individual medley gold at the East Asian Games in Pushan

yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Bjorkman
y .
-in final
CORAL SPRINGS, Florida,
May 11: Top seed Jonas Bjork-
man of Sweden outlasted
United States qualifier Steve
Campbell 6-4, 4-6, 6-4, here
Saturday to reach the final of
the ATP America's Red Clay
champijonship, reports AFP,
Bjorkman will face either
defending champion Jason
Stoltenberg of Australia or Bel-

ium's Johan van Herck in
unday's final.

J-League soccer

roundup

TOKYO, May 11: Goals by
Brazilians Cesar Sampaio and
Valber helped Yokohama
Flugels to a 2-0 win over J-
League league leaders Kashiwa

1, reports Reuter.

Kashiwa's defeat toppled
them from the top after just
three days as leaders.

Gamhba Osaka, 2-1 winners
at Kashima, moved back to top
of the table on goal difference
ahead of the Flugels, Kashiwa
and Kashima.

However, Gamba paid a price
for the win when Cameroon
striker Patrick Mboma was
sent off for a second heavy
tackle,

Sampaio headed Flugels'
first goal in the 57th minute.
Valber's fine, solo effort eight
minutes later sealed their win.

Waugh twins turn up heat

HONG KONG. May
11: Mark Waugh
scored 116 runs as
| Australia beat the
rest of the World
| SN | X1 by four wickets
in a 40-over exhibition match
Sunday, report agerncies.

The Australians were set a
target of 245 for eight by the
World XI, made up largely of
players from Pakistan, India,
Sri Lanka and South Africa.

The Aussies, stopping over
in Hong Kgng for one day on
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their way to England for the
six-Test Ashes series, reached
248 for 6 with 11 overs remain-
ing.

‘The performance of captain
Mark Taylor., with only four
runs, was a disappointmernt as
the player from New South
Wales struggles to regain his
form before the Ashes tour.

The World XI made a solid
start through openers Sanja
Manjrekar of India and Sout
African Lance Kiusener. Takin

advantage of the wet outfield,

the pair posted 72 before

Klussener succumbed to Bren- -

dan Julian.

Sri Lankan Asanka Gurus-
inha (6) soon followed, while
Manjrekar (80) played a fine
captain's innings, replete with
classic strokes and boasting 11
fours.

Aamir Malik of Pakistan
scored 36, while Rohan Gavas-
kar, son of legendary Indian
player Sunil, finished on an
unbeaten half-century.

Australia began shakily as
Taylor was cauﬁﬁt behind in the
second over off the bowling of
Pakistan's Mohsin Kamal.

Mark Waugh finished with a
magnificent 116 off 69 balls,
including nine sixes and 11
fours and his brother Steve
pitched 45 runs.

Mark reached his century
with a spectacular six, eventu-
ally falling to a catch by Rajesh
Chauhan, leaving the Aus-
tralians the simple task of se-
curing the victory at the Kow-
loon Cricket Club.

Taylor, however, downplay-
ed his poor performance,

inting out it was a "very re-
axing day" for his side, stop-

ing over in the territory for a
Fﬂendly while en route for
England+

“The tour of England for me

starts on Thursday,” Taylor
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said.

“I've got two net sessions and
four one-dayers to try to get
some form to pick myself for
the one-day side and then I'll go
from there and make sure I get
myself in the first Test team
and the second Test team and
from then on, today's game has
no bearing on England,"

On Saturday, Taylor said he
had set a deadline of a month
"to prove to myself and the
other selectors that | am one of
the best opening batsmen in
this side."

Taylor is Australia’'s 39th
captain and ranked third in
terms of Test victories, behind
Sir Donald Bradman and Lind-
say Hassett, but he is currently
facing a run drought, having
failed to score a half-century in
his past 20 Test innings.

“There's no real time limit,
it'll depend on how I'm moving,"
Taylor said of his drive to im-
prove his form.

"It won't be a matter of me
going out there and making 150
or 200, it's just a matter of me
ﬁﬂing out and playing like I

now | can and I have in the
past.”

Looking to the Test series, he
declined to give a figure, but
said, "My prediction is that

County cricket
_scores

LONDON, May 11: Left-arm
paceman Mike Smith com-
pleted a career-best 10 for 106 to
thrust Gloucestershire to the
first victory of the English
county championship season
on Saturday, reports Reuter.

Smith captured six for 45 to
add to his first innings tally of
four for 61 as Gloucestershire
beat Hampshire by six wickets
on the fourth and final day at
Bristol.

Gloucestershire, the only
county in the 18-teamn champi-
onship with a win after a rain-
plagued start to the campaj%n,
are the early leaders on 32
points from second-placed
Glamorgan (21).

Smith had taken two of his
second innings wickets
overnight when Hampshire, 87
behind, struggled to 46 for
three. He continued to pose
problems when they resumed,
straightening the ball of a
lengtﬁ as they subsided to 145
all out.

Needing only 59 to win,
Gloucestershire were shaken

when medium-fast bowler Si-
mon Renshaw picked up four
for 30 before captain Mark Al-
leyne and new Tasrmanian sign-
ing Shaun Young guided them
home.

Durham's hopes of a first
championship win since 1995
were ruined by rain that
brought Nottinghamshire a re-
prieve at Hartlepool.

Notts were 200 for six in
their second innings — just 39
ahead — when a downpour
brought the match to a prema-

ture Er1|d+
A last-day washout saved
champions Leicestershire from

possible defeat against Worces-
tershire.

we'll win. I believe that, being
the Australian captain, that's
what I'm hoping for, the score-
line, 1 don't really care, as long
as we win more Test matches
than they do.”

"The fact that we're playing
England in England — it's
probably the best place to pla
cricket in the world — will
make sure everybody lifts."

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Super
Challenge Cup one-day match

i SRS e e ng"‘"
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between Australia and a rest of
the World XI at the Kowloon
Cricket Club Sunday:

REST OF WO X1
Manjrekar ¢ Warne b Bichel 80
Klusener b Julian 30
Gurusinha ¢ Healy bJulian 6
Malik ¢ Warne b Kasprowicz 36

R Gavaskar not out 51
McMillan b Bichel 11
Pollock c Healy b Julian 3
Brew c Healy b Blewett 7
Fordham ¢ Julian b Bichel 2
Kamal not out 1
Extras: (Ib-3, w-12, nb-3) 18

Total: (for 8 wikts, 40 overs) 245
Did not bat: R Chauhan.
Fall of wickets: 1-72; 2-81; 3-
167: 4-174; 5-195: 6-208; 7-217;

8-229,

Bowling: O M R W
Kasprowicz 8 0 60 1
Bichel 8 0 56 3
Wame 8 1 3 0
Julian 8 0 4 3
Blewett 8 0 49 1

AUSTRALIA

Taylor ¢ Fordham b Kamal 1
M Waugh c Chauhan b

R Gavaskar 116
S Waugh c Malik b Klusener 45
Blewett ¢ sub b McMillan 3
Langer b Klussener 13
Ponting not out 35
Healy ¢ Klussener b R Gavaskar 11
Julian not out 9
Extras: (Ib-1, w-7, nb-4) 12
Total (for 6 wkts, 29 overs] 248

Did not bat: S Warne, A

Bichel, M Kasprowicz,
Fall of wickets: 1-7; 2-85; 3-
100; 4-130; 5-200; 6-222.

Bowling: O M R W
Pnllu::IIlcr 4 0 2 0
Kamal 4 0 50 |
Klusener 7 0 52 2
McMillan 5 0 25 1
Chauhan 4 0 3 0
Gavaskar 3.4 0 43 .
Brew 1 0 12 0

Result: Australia won by
four wickets

Man-of-the-match:
Waugh
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