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a bouquet to Prime

Minister and Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina on his joining the party at a function at
the Bangabandhu Avenue in the city yvesterday.

PM : CHT development
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Awami League at the function.

Referring to today's peace
talks on the insurgency-ridden
Chittagong Hill Tracts, the
Prime Minister hoped a peace-
ful solution of the issue, reiter-
ating her governinent's sincere
effort to that end.

She mentioned that more
than 6,000 tribal refugees had
already returned to their home-
land from India. "We do not
want to see our people stay in
another country.”

Hasina said the previous

overnments had not utilised
the country's huge natural re-
sources like oil, gas and coal.
“They kept the nation as a beg-
gars' one to bring foreign assis-
tance.”

She said her government
made arrangements for extract-
ing the natural resources by at-
tracting foreign investment in
this sector. "And we are tryin
to ensure proper utilisation o
our vast human and natural re-
SOUrces. ‘

Hasina said the past gov-
ernimments had not resolved the
Ganges water-sharing problem.
Instead, she observed, they kept
the issue alive and used it for
political purpose.

"But we have resolved the
problem as it was our election
pledge. The GK irrigation pro-
ject has already begun to oper-
ate and food production also in-
creased,” she said.

The prime minister sought
cooperation from the ple in
maintaining peace and stabil-
ity in the country for smooth
development activities. "Qur
target is to develop the country
ana ensure welfare of the peo-
le

She said the country’s food
deficit was 45 lakh tons when
the Awami League government
took over. This year, total food
production will be 2.07 crore
tons.

The Prime Minister said
some quarters were dishing out
pmdpa%?nda about harvest of
paddy having no substance and
getting dri
situation is not like that."

iculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury visited some areas
in northern region from where
such reports came, but found no

BSF
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denly some BSF personnel
caught them and later took
them forcibly to the Indian ter-
ritory at about 6 pm today. The
BDR immediately lodged a
protest with the BSF and asked

them to hand over the
Bangladeshis.
Meanwhile, the BSF is yet to

return the two Bangladeshi
fishermen whom they kid-
napped in the early hours of

yesterday from the river Kushi-
yara.

PM: Male
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and a valet.

On her arrival at Male,
Prime Minister Hasina will be
received by Maldivian Presi-
dent Maumoon Abdul Gayoom.
After a ceremonial welcome,
she will be taken to Kurumba Is-
land resort, where she will stay.

On Monday morning, the
Prime Minister will attend the
inaugural session and in the

she will attend a ban-
quet to be hosted by the Maldi-
vian President in honour of the
heads of state and government
atten the three-day confer-
ence of the seven-nation asso-
ciation.

On Tuesday, Hasina will at-
tend a cultural programme at
Kurumba village resort and on
May 14, before returning to
Dhaka, attend the concluding
session of the summit in the
morning.

She will attend a press con-
ference to be addressed by Pres-
ident Gayoom and a tion
to be organised by the
Bmﬂadesh community in the
capital of the Indian Ocean is-
land-country.

The Prime Minister is
scheduled to return to Dhaka on

May 14 evening.

. "But the actual

evidence to those reports, she
mentioned.

About power crisis, Hasina
said her pgovernment got the
problem. from the previous one
which claimed to have spent
more than Tk 6000 crore in this
sector, "but could not increase
power production.”

"If they had really spent such
a huge amount of money, then
why this power crisis?" she
questioned.

Addressing the meeting, Col
(Retd) Malek said all who want
peace, who want development
and who want to serve the na-
tionn have only one destination
and that is the Awami League.

He recalled his association
with Bangabandhu in the ups
and downs of the nation in its
last 50-year history.

Presided over by Dhaka city
Mayor Mohammad Hanif, the
meeting was also addressed by
party's new presidium member
Abdul Jalil.

State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir,
and party leaders including
Mozaifar Hossain Paltu, Mo-
fazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya were present.

DUCSU
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Meanwhile, today's sched-
uled meeting of Paribesh
Parishad to discuss the campus
situation and matters related to
DUCSU has been postponed due
to the strike.

During the meeting with JCD
leaders, held at the VC's resident
office, Prof Azad said the
schedule for DUCSU election
can be announced with the
restoration of normalcy in the
campus, easing of movement of
students in their dormitories
and positive attitude of all the
student organisations.

It would be impossible to
hold a fresh elections of DUCSU
and hall unions without partic-
ipation of all student bodies, he
said, adding that "We can only
help in maintaining a situation
favourable to holding the elec-
tion."

JCD leaders. on the other
hand, said that it will not be
possible for them to take part in
the election if the present
DUCSU body be dissolved be-
fore the election,

The VC assured them that
the decision about dissolving
the DUCSU would be.taken after
holding discussion with all the
student organisations.

The Dhaka University Syn-
dicate, at a meeting in the
evening, formed a four-member
committee headed by Dr Sham-

_sul Huq to probe into Friday's

incident that left four people in-
jured on the campus.
The committee will submit
reports within next 15 days.
Meanwhile, the VC told UNB
over telephone last night that

the university Syndicate has
finalised the decision to dis-
solve the 7-year-old DUCSU
and the hall unions.
Tejgaon
From Page 1 :

many of them having to operate
from ill-equigped rented houses
where fatal fires and accidents
were commeorn. When there is so
much demand for industrial
plots, how can existing land in
industrial area be used for non-
industrial purposes, he added.

Tejgaon Industrial Area was

set up in 1948. In the first
Dhaka Masterplan, drafied in
the fifties, the 500.02 acre area
was reserved for industry.
Again in the 1995 Masterplan,
the land was retained for indus-
trial use.

In a su carried out a few
ears ago, the Public Works
inistry identified 371.71 ac-

res as allocated industrial
plots. But it found that more
than 37 acres of land was ille-

i

Experts concerned suggested
that available plots in Tejgaon
Industrial Area could be allo-
cated to garment manufactur-
ing companies. A top architect
said, "We can allocate small
pieces of land to individual

arment manufacturers in er-
er to encourage systematic
construction of a garment in-

dustry village."

— Star photo

Tender box set

on fire 1n
Shailakupa

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, May 10: A group

of an people set fire to the
tender box of the Shailakupa
Municipality today, according

to police and witnesses.

Witnesses said a group of at
least 10 people set the tender
box on fire at around 12:15 pm,
when they found that the au-
thorities had stop accepting
the tenders even before the ex-
piry of the time.

Wage Board
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from the date of its receipt and
examination by the govern-
ment, be published in the offi-
cial gazette."

(IT) The decision of the board
published under Sub-Section (1)
shall come into operation with
effect from such date as may be
specified in the decision and
where no date is so specified, it
shall come into operation on
the date~gf its publication and
shall remain in force until it is
modified or varied by a later
decision of the board published
in the manner provided in Sub-
Section (1)."

The awards of the current
Wage Board which was submit-
ted to the government on April
8 this year were due to be pub-
lished in gazette notification on
May 8. '

e Fifth Wage Board, con-
stituted by the previous BNP
government, submitted its re-
port to the then government.
The caretaker government an-
nounced dearness allowance to
the newspf‘?er employees with
effect from January, 1996. After
the June 12 general elections in
1996, the present government
reconstituted the Wage Board.

The Daily Star

50 injured in clash over
cheating in HSC exams

At least 50 ple were in-
jured in clashes between police
and local people in Jamalpur
and Sirajganj over cheating in
HSC examination halls yester-
day, reports UNB.

As many as 30 people were
injured in a clash at an exami-
nation centre in Melandah
thana.

The clash ensued when po
licemen prevented the local
people from helping somge ex-
aminees in cheating at Me-
landah Government College
centre. Police picked up four
people from the spot in this
connection.

Seriously wounded five po-
licemen were admitted to Ja-

JS adopts
obituary
reference

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day unanimously adopted an
obituary reference on 13 impor-
tant personalities of the coun-
try, including Advocate Niza-
muddin Khan, MP, and Awami
League presidium member Mo-
hiuddin Ahmed, who died since
the third session of the House,
reports BSS, :

The 11 other personalities
for whom the obituary reference
was adoptied were: former
minister and deputy speaker
Riazuddin Ahmed, former
minister and parliament mem-
ber Air Vice Marshal (Retd) K M
Aminul Islam, former parlia-
ment member Wazed Hossain
Tarafder, former parliament
member Abul Hossain (Tarun),
former MLA and ambassador
Khurram Khan Panni, former

arliament member Mokim
ossain Hawlader, former par-
liament member Siddiqur

Rahman. former parliament
member A K M Akhtaruzzaman
Alamgir, former member of
Pakistan Constituent Assembly
Kazi Abul Mashud, former
member of Pakistan Con-
stituent -Assembly Advocate
Shah Motiur Rahman and for-
mer minister, educationist and
freedom fighter Dr Azizur
Rahman Mallik.

malpur General Hospital.

In another incident at least
20 ple were injured in the
Hsgw:xaminatmn hall at
Salanga in Raiganj thana of
Sirajgan| yesterday.

urces said the clash en-
sued at Salanga Degree College
centre at 12.55 pm as law en-
forcing agencies charged batons
on some local people who were
engaged in helping some exam-
inees involved in cheating.

Of the injured, four were sent
to clinics at Raiganj and Ulla-
para. The condition of Mor-
shed. 23, who was stabbed dur-
ing the clash, was stated to be
critical.

Police arrested four people
from the scene. were iden-
tified as Abdul Alim, Masud
Rana. Saiful Islam and Akhte-

fMeanwhile, at least 10 peo-

ple, including five policemen,
were injured in a clash between
police and copy suppliers at Ko-
rotia Sadat University College
in Tangail yesterday.

Police said the angry out-
siders, being failed to enter the
centre, swooped on them with
stones and sticks and damaged
three jeeps of local SP, a magis-
trate and TNO who came to visit
the HSC examination centre.

They also damaged a police-
van and put fire on a motor cy-
cle of the law enforcing agency.
The angry outsiders also
blasted several crackers.

Police lobbed 26 tear gas
shells and fired 15 round blank
shots, including two rubber bul-
lets to disperse about 4000 at-
tackers.

Doctors
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unit of Bangladesh Medical As-
sociation.

The BMA leaders also de-
manded removal of Deput
g;:rm{mssiuncr Shahjahan Sid}—(

ul.

arlier in the day, a first
class magistrate rejected the
bail petitions of Dr Tuhin, Dr
llias and Dr Kajal Kanti who
were arrested after the death of
Asaduzzaman, an employee of

AC (Land) office, at a loeal
clinic,
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JCD calls strike at DU |
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and Ganotantrik Chhatra Oik-
ya (GCO) clashed with those of
Jatiyva Chhatra Samaj, the
student wing of Jatiya Party,
trading gunshots. Ten persons
were injured in the clash.

All examinations scheduled
to be held today will also be
within the purview of the
strike, Shahiduddin Chowd-

hury Anney, president of JCD,
said while talking to The Dalily
Star.

JCD had earlier turned down
an ap‘ptal by the Vice-Chancel-
lor of the university to with-
draw the strike. The VC held
two rounds of talks with JCD
leaders.

Meanwhile, the DU Syndi-
cate, at a meeting yesterday,
formed a four-member probe
committee headed by treasurer
of the university M Shamsul

Hagq to investigate into Friday's -

incident. Vice-Chancellor Prof
Abdul Kalam Azad Chowdhury
presided over the meeting. The
committee has been directed to

"submit its report as early as

possible, Other members of the
commiittee are: Syndicate mem-
ber Dr Abdul Aziz, Assistant
Proctor Rafiqullah Khan, DU-

TA Vice-President Prof Aminur
Rashid.

JCD, BCL and GCO held sepa-
rate rallies and brought out
processions on the campus
while police remained deployed
there.

The JCD, at its rally at the
Battala, urged all students to
make its today's strike pro-
gramme successful. It also de-
manded resignation of the proc-
tor of the university.

The JCD rally was ad-
dressed, by among others,
Shahiduddin Chowdhury An-
ney, Habib-Un-Nabi Shohel
and Monwar Hossain Rana.

BCL leaders at its rally in
front of the DUCSU building
alleged that "terrorists” of two
fallen autocrats were trying to
disrupt the peaceful atmosphere
on the campus. They criticised
the JCD for calling the strike.
The BCL rally was addressed,
among others, by Enamul Hagq
Shamim, Ishaq Ali Khan
Panna and Bahadur Bepari.

The GCO rally at the Apara-
jeo Bangla was addressed, by
among others, Hasan Hafizur
Rahman Shohel, Abdullahil
Kaium and Ziaur Rahman Zia.

BNE wallﬂfms out in
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orating law and order' in his
constituency,
However, the Deputy

Speaker interrupted the BNP
MP on the ground that he was
not reading out the notice he
had submitted to the Sangsad
Secretariat. "I have in front of
me a notice on the need for set-
ting up of a fire brigade station
in your constituency and you
are supposed to read out that
notice,” the Chair told him.

In reply, the BNP legislator
said  that he had submitted
three notices and all of those
were rejected by the Chair. "I
am, therefore, entitled to read
out, within two minutes, any of
the three rejected notices, and I
have chosen the one on the de-
teriorating law and order," he
asserted.

The Chair then switched off
his microphone and called the
next one to speak. Incidentally,
the next five MPs who had given
notices were from the BNP. One
by one, all of them excitedly re-
quested the Chair to allow Prof
Shahidul Islam to speak. Refus-
ing to entertain their requests,
the Chair moved on to the sixth
one who was incidentally an AL
lawmaker. He read out his no-
tice amidst hitting of desks
with files by the BNP legisla-
tors.

Meanwhile, both the Deputy
Leader and the Chief Whip of
the Opposition were on their
feet seeking the floor. But the
Chair then called another rul-
ing y MP. At this stage,

e leader of the Opposition
stood up for the floor. Chief
Whip of the Sangsad Abul Has-
nat Abdullah was seen at this
stage asking the Chair to give
the floor to Begum Zia. e
Deputy S er gave the floor
to her after the AL le%?latnr
had finished reading out his no-
tice,
"I have stood not to deliver a
speech, rather to request you to

ve the floor to Prof Shahidul

slam to read out the notice,"

Zia said, adding that the

Chair should allow the MPs

when they want to speak about
the problems of the Me

"It seems that the hands of
the clocks move fast when
the ition MPs are on their
feet, and it is the reverse in case
of the Treasury Bench MPs," the

. "Such partisan attitude
indicates that you do not want
the House to run effectively,”
she alleged and requested the
Deputy Speaker to allow her
party P concerned to speak.
Otherwise we would be com-
pelled to stage a walkout. Please
do not compel us to do that.”

In reply, the Deputy Speaker
said that if an MP submitted
more than one notices, under
rules, the Chair allow the first
notice. "1 am sorry, 1 cannot al-
low Prof Shahidul Islam to read
out the notice which he wants to
read." He also said, without
elaborating, that there was even
a ruling' of the Chair on how to
deal with such a situation.

At this stage LGRD Minister
and Deputy Leader of the House
Zillur Rahman took the floor to
say that the Speaker could not

o beyond rules. "All the MPs

ave right to speak, but the
have to speak under the J
Rules of Procedure,” he said
adding that the BNP legislator
was suppused to tes(.fea.k on fire
brigade. "I expected a responsi-
ble statement from the Leader
of the Opposition.”

Former Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali then stood up to tell
the Deputy Speaker that the
Rule he was referring to was not
applicable in the case of Prof

"Shahidul Islam. When more

than one notices of an MP are
rejected and he or she gets the
floor 'for two minutes' to speak
on one rejected notice, it is the
prerogative of the MP concerned
to choose, on the basis of the
comparative importance of the
notices, as to which one he or
she would read out, Razzak Ali
noted.,

The former Speaker also
told the House that the MPs of
both the benches, especially
those from the Treasury Bench,
should show more tolerance for
the sake of democracy and
progress of the nation. He also
urged the parliamentarians not
to dig out the past. "Let us all
look forward for the sake of the

nat%;;)epu Speaker retorted
ty -
"You are right, but the point you
have missed is the question of
‘acceptability by the Chair'
involved in this case.
Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed then

stood up to welcome Shaikh

Leader of the Opposition ob- ~ Razzak Ali's speech. He also

protest

said that the request of the
Leader of the Opposition to give
the floor to Opposition MPs
should be entertained. But they
should not seek the floor 'the
way they sought today'. he
added.

The Deputy Speaker then
gave the floor to the Law Minis-
ter to introduce a bill.

The incident once again
made the BNP legislators shout
at the Chair and Begum Zia
stood up for the second time. As
soon as the Law Minister fin-
ished, the Leader of the Opﬁosi-
tion announced the walkout
saying, "l stood earlier to re-

uest vou to give the floor to
hahidul Islam. We thought
that you would give the floor to
him especially when you have
ven the floor to a minister on
e issue. | once again uest
you to give the floor to him,
otherwise we would be com-
pelled to stage a walkout
protesting your partisan role."”

The Deputy Speaker told her
that he could not give the floor
to Shahidul Islam. "The ques-
tion of prestige of the Chair is
involved in this case.”

Begum Zia once again re-
uested him to give the floor to
hahidul Islam. As her request

was turned down, she an-
nounced the walkout at 8:15
m. Jamaat MP Kazi Shamshur

man was also seen leaving

the House, although he did not
announce joi the walkout.
After the walkout, five Trea-

sury bench leaders including
Zillur Rahman, Sajeda Chowd-
hury, Suranjit Se ta, Matia
Chowdhury and S Fazlul
Karim Selim spoke for almost
an hour, criticising the BNP
gesture. Some of them also
urged the BNP to return to the
House.

BSS adds: Deputy Leader of
the Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad Prof Badruddoza
Chuwdhlégy yesterday said the
"one-sided and undemocratic
attitude” of the ty Speaker
forced the oppesition to stage a
walkout from the House.

He told newsmen at his
chamber after staging the
walkout that the House was be-
ing rendered ineffective by the
stubborn attitude of the Chair,
from time to time, and u the

ruling party to change at-
titude toward the functioning of
the House.

._ ..a Rl B &
_‘\._—_:: ol -I i . ‘:‘il'. e

BNP chairperson and Leader of the Opposition
dressing a meeting of the BNPPP at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.

BNPPP meet
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The decisions were taken in
the BNP Parliament Party
meeting held yesterday at

Bhaban with Leader of
ﬁé%pg)a!ﬂun Begum Khaleda
Zia in the chair.

It gave special emphasis on
raising the issue of arrest of
four important leaders of the
BNP in the House.

Meeting sources said it as-
signed Obaidur Rahman,
Major (Retd) Hafizuddin Ah-
med, Fazlur Rahman Patol and
Mashiur Rahman for raising
the issue strongly.

The BNPPP further decided
to raise transit, sub-regional

ouping, law and order and

anges water issues and gave
the responsibility to some in-
fluential MPs who have knowl-
edge on those matters.

n the m , an MP sug-
gested for building street move-
ment and boycotting par-
llamentary standing commit-
tees.

At that stage, Begum Zia
opined that the party should
build movement both in Par-
liament and in the street and
advised all members to raise is-
sues in a disciglined way.

The BNPPP., however, was
yet to take any decision as to
whether it would join the par-
liamentary standing commit-
tees or not.

Majed, Gazi allege
manipulation in
BMA polls result

Ahead of announcement of
results of the Bangladesh Medi-
cal Association (BMA) election,
the Majed-Gazi panel brought
allegation against their pro-es-
tablishment rivals of manipu-
Iati’lqﬁ the results, reports UNB.

e BMA election was held
on May 8 and the results were
not announced by the election
commission till yesterday
when the panel also accused the

government of influencing the
election.

Incumbent BMA President

Dr MA Majed, who was an ad-

viser in the 1990-91 caretaker
%ﬂvemment of actjnﬁ president
hahabuddin Ahmed. said the
unofficial results from differ-
ent districts reflected that there
were widespread irregularities
and rigging in the May 8 polls.
Dr Gazi Abdul Hug, incum-
bent Secretary General of the
BMA and a candidate for the
sarne this year, read out a pre-
{_)ared statemernt at a press con-
erence held at the Jatiya Press
Club in the afternoon.

Judicial posts
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sions judges for each MCS, be-
sides recommending support

staff and necessary parapher-

nalia.

The provision for setting up
of MCS was made as early as
1976, to be effective from 1979,
under the same law which pro-
vided for creation of metropoli-
tan magistracy and metropoli-
tan police.

CHT talks
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nated group with backing from
BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami and
some other political parties has
called a hartal in the three hill
districts today. They are de-
manding that representatives
of settlers and tribals who are
out of the ambit of the PCJSS be
included in the peace talks. The
group is also demanding what it
says security for the settlers,
threatened allegedly due to
withdrawal of security camps,
something the milita as

.denied saying there had been

some strategic relocation of the
forces in the area.

Apart from the settlers’ re-
sentment, a splinter group of
the Shantibahini also dogs the
peace prospects in the 14,200
square-kilometre region, rich
in hydro-carbon deposits, hy-
del- and teak.

e faction has been ng
to torpedo the talks, attacking
lice and security forces in
andarban. A soldier, three po-
licemen and 30 woodcutters
were killed in Kh hhari in
October last year. Last week, a
BDR Lance Naik and two Shan-
tibahinimen were killed when
they attacked two BDR ou
at Thanchi in Bandarban. The

t PCJSS has denied any links

with them.

in the Parliament

Begum Khaleda Zia ad-
— Star photo

Plan to reintroduce

surcharge for
bridges
The tis

to reintroduce a surcharge to
' - ﬁﬁ:ﬁ oo cluding

of major , in a
hﬂdgé| over the river Padma,
Communications Minister An-
war Hossain told Parliament

yesterday, reports UNB.

Steps in this respect would

be };nkegn ahurﬂg&}he said while
to questions a num-
ﬁnfmungm:mme :

The minister informed the

bo%“““" He Baien st
ti es ri

Authority would also be formed
in order to facilitate construc-
tion of bridges in the country.

He said P would
be placed before the Executive
Committee of the National

Economic Council (ECNEC) for
consideration.

4 BNP leaders
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the way he was humiliated was
tantamount to humiliating the
entire House.
Takit:f _lpart in the debate,
Post an elecommunications

Minister Mohammad Nasim
said that the issue of fine on the

gowmm:nt was ding in the
upreme Court. to ar-
rest and police harassment of

MPs in the past, Nasim said,
"We don't want to repeat the
]shnw. We have all respect for
aw."

Fazle Rabbi of Jatiya Party
regretted that none was arrested
even months after a JP law-
maker, Shahadat Hussain, was
attacked by miscreants. He de-
manded an immediate state-
ment from the Home Minister
in that regard
After BNP staged a walkout
from the House, some other rul-
ing party legislators continued
to speak on the issue for about
an hour.

Suranjit Sengupta claimed
that if those BNP leaders were
not arrested, some 200 instead
of two persons would have been
killed during the March 23 har-
tal called by BNP. "Such preven-
tive detention is in practice in
many developed countries as
well," observed Sengupta.

Food and culture Minis-
ter Begum Motia Chowdhury

told the House that she, along
with some other AL leaders,
were kept behind the bar for
three days without showing any
warrant of arrest during, the
previous government. Motia
alleged that BNP was " g to
create a situation just before the
Independence Day celebrations.

Tk 200cr project
to remove arsenic
from water

The government has under-
taken a 200 crore to
remove arsenic from d
wuﬁiﬁcr in the country, reports
This was disclosed State
Minister for LGRD and%oopa-
ative Alhaj Syed Abul Hossain
while a seminar in
Dhaka yesterday.

The seminar titled 'proce-
dure of arsenic from
drinking water' or sed
Engineers' Institution, was

at its auditorium. Senior uﬁ-
of

neer of Malcom
United State Dr ﬁ:dv Kabir

Chowdhury presented the key-
note at the seminar.

The state minister said the
government has also under-
taken short, medium and -
term programmes to contain
arsenic contamination,

SAARC FM meet
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The council of ministers
meeting in this resort island,
about 15 minutes away from the
capital Male, will conclude on
Sunday by finalising the work
on the "Male declaration” to be
released by the heads of staie
and government.

A much-awaited meeting be-
tween Gujral and Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
has been advanced to Monday
because the Pakistan Premier
has to leave the Maldives early
to attend another conference,
diplomats said.

They said the Sharif-Gujral.
bilateral meet will be in the af-
ternoon of Monday after the
ceremonial opening of the
ninth summit in Male.

Earlier they were due to meet
on Tuesday during a retreat at
the nearby Full Moon Beach.

UNB adds: Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad reached
Male on Friday to attend the
meeting. He was received by his
Maldivian counterpart Fathul-
lah Jameel and other senior of-
ficials.

Samad Azad met Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar later in the day and
discussed with him issues relat-

to mutual interests, said an
official release here today.

He expressed the hope that
the existing friendly relations
between Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka would er strengthen
in the days ahead.

The Forei Minister will
also meet and exchange views
with his counterparts of other
SAARC countries.
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