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Share scam

3 more cases
transferred
to District

Judge’s court
By Court Correspondent

Three more share market
scam cases have been trans-
ferred to the District and Ses-
sions Judge's Court. Dhaka, yes-
terday by the Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate,

Three accused in these cases
appeared before the CMM's
Court with their lawyers. They
are M G Azam Choudhury, Prol
Mahbub Ahmed of Securities
and Consultants Ltd and M V
Nurunnabi, MD of Rupon QOil
and Feeds Ltd.

However, the CMM ordered
execution of the warrant of ar-
rest against Shahidullah, a di-
rector of Securities and Consul-
tants Ltd, as he failed to appear
before the court yesterday.

Prof Mahbub Ahmed prayed
for appearing through his
lawyer. But the CMM rejected it.

eanwhile, prosecution
counsel Dr M Zahir sought time
when the hearing of revision
etitions in three cases, stayed
E}' the District and Sessions
Judge last week, came up yes-
terday.

Salman F Rahman and So-
hel F Rahman of BEXIMCO and
Shine Pukur Holdings, Sham-
suddoha of Doha Securities and
others were present at the hear-
ing.

New judicial
posts for
proposed MCS

By Staff Correspondent

The Ministry of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs has
proposed creation of some new
judicial posts to enable the

etropolitan Court of Sessions
(MCS) to start functioning at
the earliest, official sources
said.

The proposal has been sent
to the Ministry of Establish-
ment.

According to an earlier gov-
ernment plan, the MCS in
scheduled to start functioning
in Dhaka and Chittagong

Metropolitan areas from the
next financial year.

The sources said tbat the
Law Ministry has suggested cre-
ation of the posts of a sessions
judge. two additional sessions
judges and three assistant ses-
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TEHRAN, May 10: Almost
1,000 people were killed and
40,000 injured in a powerful

earthquake that devastated

eastern Iran today, state radio
reported, says AFP.

The quake, measuring 7.1
degrees on the Richter scale, de-
stroyed at least 80 villages in
Khorasan province, near the
border with Afghanistan, the
official IRNA news agency
added, quoting authorities in
the region.

The quake hit villages
around the towns of Birjand
and Ghaen
province at 12:29 pm (0759

in Khorasan

[ quake

Solat Mrotazavi, governor of
Birjand, told IRNA that "170
other villages were evacuated.”

The head of Iran's Natural
Disaster Organisation, Mehdi
Siadati, told IRNA that the vic-
tims were from Darmian dis-
trict, east of Birjand and very
close to the border.

More than 400 teams of res-
cuers from Iran's Red Crescent
Society as well as police and the
military have been dispatched
to the area equipped with heli-
copters and light and heavy
machinery, said Rassul Zargur,

" Ayatollah Ali
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the deputy interior minister.

Iran's paramount leader,
Khamenei,
called on the country's most
powerful religious organiza-
tion, Imamn Reza, to come to the
aid of the quake victims, state
television reported.

AP adds from Mashhad,
State-run radio put the quake's
preliminary magnitude at 7.1,
but the US Geological Survey in
Golden, Colorado said the mag-
nitude was 7.3.

Helicopters ferried tents,
food and fuel to the affected
villages in Khorasan province

since many of the narrow dirt
roads around them collapsed or
were blocked by landslides.

Tankers that could get past
brought water from the provin-
cial capital, Mashhad, since the
earthquake cut water supplies
to the area.

An official reached by tele-
phone in Birjand said many
people had been killed in sur-
rounding villages. |

"We have pulled out scores of
people from under the rubble,
and relief operations are still
going on,"” said the government
official in Birjand. He identi-
fied himself only with his last

Fourth session of JS begins

BNP walks out protesting

'‘partisan attitude of Chair'

The first sitting of the fourth
session of Jatiya Sangsad yes-
terday was marked by a BNP
walkout protesting what its
chief and Leader of the Opposi-
tion said partisan attitude of
the Chair in running the busi-
ness of House.

"We are staging a walkout,

' with laden hearts, in protest

against your partisan attitude
in running the business of the
House,” Begum Khaleda Zia told
Deputy Speaker Abdul Hamid,
who was presiding over the sit-

By Staff Correspondent

ting, immediately before leav-
ing the House at 8:15 pm last
night.

She also said that the gov-
ernment which had already
proved itself a failure was now
reluctant to allow the Opposi-
tion MPs to speak to hide its
failures from the people.

Earlier, the House witnessed
a near pandemonium situation
as the BNP legislators were
loudly protesting the Chair's re-
fusal to allow a BNP lawmaker
to read out a notice. According.

to the Chair, the BNP member
was insisting on reading out a
notice which he could not under
certain provision of the JS
Rules of Procedure. Former
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali,
however, asserted that the rule
the Chair had been referring to
was not applicable in the 'pre-
sent' case.

The trouble began when Prof
Shahidul Islam, BNP MP from
Kushtia, started reading out a
notice on the ‘extremely deteri-

See Pape 12 Col 3

Ordn placed in JS
Time limit for
publishing Wage
Board Award
extended

The Newspaper Employees
(Conditions of Service) Amend-
ment Ordinance, 1997 was
placed before the Jatiya San-
gsad yesterday by Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru,

. reports BSS.

THe" ordifificé, " wHhich was
published through tte noti-
fication on May 7. seeks to

amend Section 11 of the News-
paper Employees (Conditions of
Service) Act, 1974, extending
the time limit of publishing the
awards of the Wage Board in the
official gazette to three months

from the present one month.

Section 11 says: (I) "The de
cision of the board shall,
within a period of one month

See Page 12 Col 3

Unscheduled debate over
arrest of 4 BNP leaders

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day witnessed an unscheduled
debate over the recent arrest
and release of four BNP leaders
including two members of the
Parliament.

The debate began when a
BNP lawmaker raised the issue
during 'zero-hour' after the end
of one-hour question-answer
SES8101. :

Standing on a
BNFP lawmaker Obaidur Rah-
man said the present govern-
ment should have resigned after
the High Court verdict that
freed four BNP leaders includ-
ing Dr Khandaker Mosharraf
Hussain MP and Abdul Mannan
MP and fined the government
for the arrests.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed, how-
ever, said that the House should
refrain from discussing on un-
der-trial issue. He told the

point of order™

House that a writ was filed with
the Supreme Court challengin
the fine ordered by the Hig
Court. He claimed that the pre-
sent government was respectful
to law.

Both Abdul Mannan and
Khandaker Mosharraf told the
House that they were picked up
from their houses in the early
moerning of March 20 without
dnNy warrant and without the
presence of magistrate. They

said, hundreds of policemen |

had 'gheraoed’ their residences.

Thgy were taken to the DB office -

and then to the Central Jail be-
fore they were shown arrest or-
ders. e arrest orders were
shown after 14 hours of arrest,
they said.

Abdul Mannan also said
that government could not
prove any charge against them.
Khandaker Mosharraf saild that

See Page 12 Col 7

- We want economic

development of
CHT people : PM

Prime Minister
Hasina yesterday said her gov-
ernment wants to develep the
hill tracts by utilising its natu-
ral resources and hoped an
early solution of the CHT issue
for peace in the region, reports
UNB.

"We want economic devel-
opment of the people of the re-
gion,” she said addressing a
meeting arranged at Banga-
bandhu Avenue to welcome
some newcomers to the party
from Manikganj district.

Former Dhaka City Mayor,
Jativa Party Presidium Mem-
ber and City unit President Col
(Retd) Abdul Malek alongwith
over 5,000 leaders and workers
of the JP and its front organi-
sations of the district joined the

See Page 12 Col 1

BNPPP meet held
Sub-regional
grouping, Ganges
water 1ssues to
be raised in JS

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will put up strong
protest in and outside Parlia-
ment against the government's
various "misdeeds, repression
and terrorism" across the
country, reports UNB.

The main opposition also
decided to raise all issues of na-
tional interest strongly in the
House,

See Page 12 Col 6
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Sheikh |

name, Maleki.

"Some were pulled out dead,
and some died on the way to the
hospital, but we still cannot say
how many have died," he said.

Most of the damage was in
villages and towns between Bir-

jand and Qaen, which are about

100 kilometers (65 miles) apart,
he added.

He said these were remote
villages, and reaching them
through the rocky mountains
was difficult. The nearest hos-
pital from some of the villages
was about 150 kilometers (95
miles) away, Maleki said.
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jolts Iran: 1000 killed, 40000 hurt

The earthquake also was felt
in the neighboring provinces of
Sistan-Baluchestan, Kerman
and Semnan, Tehran radio
said.

Pat Jorgenson, spokeswo-
man for US Geological Survey
based in Golden, Colorado, said
the earthquake had a magni-
tude of 7.3.

Iran is prone to earthquakes
and experiences scores of small
tremors every year.

A devastating Feb 28 earth-
quake in northwestern Iran
was said by officials at the time
to have killed 965 people.

CHT talks resume

in city today

Star Report

The fifth round of peace
talks between the National
Committee on Chittagong Hiil
Tracts (NCCHT) and the Par-
battya Chhattagram Janasang-
hati Samity (PCJSS), the politi-
cal wing of the Shantibahini,
begins here today.

A military helicopter will
fly the PCJSS delegation from
Dudukchhara in the CHT to the
city for the talks to be held at a
state guest house. '

The talks have entered a
crucial phase in the wake of the
last two rounds in the city when
the negotiators, headed by Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, Chief Whip of
the Jatiya Sangsad and Jyotin-
driyo Bodhipriyo Larma (Shan-

tu Larma) leading the PCJSS,
failed to agree on some vital
issues like expulsion of the
settlers, withdrawal of military
from the CHT. land rights for
tribes people and 'regional
assembclf{,'

Besides, the nagging issue of
hill district councils, whose
tenure has been extended sev-
eral times since 1989 elections,
have dogged the talks. The au-
thorities want to nominate the
council leaders as their tenure
runs out next month. The
PCJSS has been opposing ex-
tension of the tenure of the
councils,

Meanwhile, a settler-domi-

See Page 12 Col b
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SAARC FM meet begins in Maldives

Discussion on sub-regional
grouping shelved

BANDOS, May 10: Ministers
from seven South Asian coun-
tries opened talks in this Mal-
divian resort island today fto
prepare an agenda for Monday's
summit, officials said, reports
AFP.

The talks of the council of
ministers will be on till Sunday
when they will annggace the
agenda for the summit of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

Foreign secretaries on Fri-

day decided to shelve the issue
of India's "sub-regional group-
ing” to sidestep a volatile politi-
cal crisis ahead of the summit,
diplomats said.

All member countries ol
SAARC were represented by
their respective foreign minis-
ters except India, which is field-
ing its State Minister for Com-

~merce B P Ramiah as the for-

eign portfolio is held by Prime
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral.
See Page 12 Col 8

Pvt hc;) allowed to build commercial
complex on Tejgaon industrial plots

The Ministry of Public
Works has permitted a real es-
tate company to build commer-
cial complexes in Tejgaon, on
two plots of land designated for
industrial use.

Official documents revealed

' that the Public Works Minister

took the decision at an inter-
departmental mtctjnﬁ on April
1. despite opposition from town
planners, architects and engi-
neers.

In taking the decision, the
minister cited the case of
Dhanmondi residential area.
He said, "When Dhanmondi was
declared a commercial area,
there were no legal complica-
tions.”

But according to opponents
of the plan, the decision vio-
lates planning procedures,

By Staff Correspondent

overrides the 1995 Dhaka Mas-
terplan and disregards the ex-
isting laws that prohibit com-
mercial use of industrial plots.

A Public Works Ministry of-
ficial who did not want to be
named alleged, "The decision to
commercialise the industrial
area was taken without proper
consultation with town plan-
ning experts — it was a purely
bureaucratic decision.”

The official documents also
indicated that the area on the
south-eastern side of the plots,
201 and 202, had been identi-
fied as an ideal place for com-
mercial use. In October 1996, af-
ter purchasing the lease of the
plots from a re-rolling industry,
the real estate company applied
for conversion. Their applica-
tion was then rejected following
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following schedule:-

RAHIMA FOOD CORPORATION LID.

"PACIFIC CENTRE" 8th floor

e
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Banker's acknowledgement receipt from Motijheel Govt. Community Center, A.G.B.
Colony (Opposite IDEAL School & College) Motijheel, Dhaka, Bangladesh as per

Name of the Bank

Date of delivery of Allotment Letters & Refund
Warrants by hand on production of Banker's
acknowledgement receipt. (from 9 AM.to5P.M.)

AB Bank, Islami, ICB & National Bank

13-05-1997 Tuesday

r

IFIC Bank & N.C.CB.LTD.

14-05-1997 Wednesday

Prime, U.C.B.L., Rupali, Janata,
South-East & ANZ Grindlays Bank

15-05-1997 Thursday

P After 15th May, 1997 valued Sharehoiders are requested fo communicate (any
matter relating 1o shares) 1o the Company’s registeredOffice at "PACIFIC CENTRE"
(8th floor) 14, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212.

2. Allotment letters and refund warrants not collected within 19th May 1997 shall be
sent by post/courier service at applicants own risk.

| in a clinic
, reports UNB.

objections from architects, en-
gineers and others concerned.

A top architect said under
the Town Planners Act, 1953,
authorities had the right to re-
zone areas, but to do so they had
to change the Masterplan and
give gazette notification. "This
re-zoning must be done accord-
ing to experts' opinions and
studies. We cannot understand
how the Masterplan can be ig-
nored less than two years after
it was prepared at great ex-
pense,” he said.

He pointed out that there was
a huge demand for industrial
land in the garment manufac-
turing sector. Garment manu-
facturers were often forced to
conduct their businesses under
extremely trying conditions,

See Page 12 Col 2

BSF kidnaps
4 Bangladeshis

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, May 10: The Indian |

Border Securilty Force (BSF)
kidnapped two more Bangla-
deshi nationals from near the
zero line of the Sonarhat border
of Gowainghat thana this
afternoon.

With this. the number of
Bangladeshis kidnapped from
the Bangladesh border during
the last two days rose to four,

An official here said, two
Bangladeshi farmers were re-
turning home after working
near the Sonarhat border. Sud-

See Page 12 Col 1

Doctors enforce
strike 1n
Mymensingh

MYMENSINGH, May 10:
Doctors enforced a wildcat
strike in all health complexes
and private clinics of the dis-
trict today demanding bail of
three doctors arrested after the
death of a government emplnﬂee

ere on Friday night,

The strike created a deadlock
in medicare services in all
hospitals as interne doctors,
nurses and hospital employees
expressed solidarity with the
doctors’ strike called by district

See Page 12 Col 5
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JCD calls strike
at DU today

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCDJ. the student wing of BNP'
has called a dav-long student
strike at the Dhaka University
today protesting Friday's vio-
lence on the campus and de-
manding resignation of the
proctor of the university.

The are also demanding ar-
rest of those involved in the in-
cident and "terrorists” of Awa-
mi League-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL).

The JCD earlier alleged that
the proctor was responsible for
Friday's incident.

On Friday. activists of JCD

See Page 12 Col 4

DUCSU election
after restoration
of normalcy
on campus: VC

The election of Dhaka Uni-
versity Central Students’ Union

! (DUCSL!) wiil be held with the
i restoration of normalcy on the

campus, reporis UNB.

DU Vice-Chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury said this at a
meeting with JCD leaders yes-
terday amidst widespread spec-
ulation that DUCSU and hall
union elections are likely to be
held in July or September this

. year. The VC also held a sepa-

rate meeting with the leaders of
BCL yesterday.
The VC called the meeting

| also to discuss today's student

strike. called by the JCD, and

- review the latest campus situa-

tion,
See Page 12 Col 2

PM leaves for
Male today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves for Male this af-
ternoon to attend the ninth

SAARC summit beginning to-
morrow in the Maldivian capi-
tal, reports UNB.

A special flight of Bangla-
desh Biman will carry the
her 25-
member entourage to Male on

‘the four-day trip.

The entourage includes six
top government officials, four
persanal officers, one transla-
a six-member security
team, seven-member press and
media team, one personal staff
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inform the nation that the
news-item published in the

Daily Ittefaq on

10 May '97 regarding

i
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Charge jor
In-coming Calls

to GrameenPhone has no

relation with truth, nor any
basis of facls.

GrameenPhone
makes it clear once again
that they will not
Charge any
In-coming Call

regardless of whether it is

sent through the T&T
network or any other
mobile operator.




