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Down to Earth
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-air eating houses have
become an inseparable part of
our city life. They are typical
not only of Dhaka alope. In
several countries in South East
Asia, such as Bangkok and Sin-
gapore, their presence is also
notice-able. but there a more
hygienic and organised system
operates.

Mushrooming of such eating
houses has now Ime a major
public health hazard. Every day
thousands of customers visit
these way-side eating places.
The clientele mostly include
day labourers, menials and
clerical staff of different of-
fices, street urchins and other
low-income earning people.

More socio-economic factors
play an important role in their
growing presence. Due to the
steady pace of urbanisation and
industrialisation, people are
becoming more and more busy
with their jobs which leave
them very little time to prepare
food at home. Many of the cus-
tomers of these way-side eatjn%
spots are migrants from rura
areas who have settled down
under extremely poor condi-
tions in urban slums or squat-
ter settlements where basic
services are non-existent or
limited at best. The lack of wa-
ter-and electricity, lack of facil-
ities to prepare food at home,
the distance between home and
work place and time constraint
and above all the cheapness and
convenience of street foods —
all these factors contribute to
making the way-side food out-
lets a steadily growing phe-
nomenon of the city life.

Rice, curry, 'dal’, 'chapati
roti' are the principal food

By A S M Nurunnabi

items sold at these places. In
most cases, sellers cook food
stuffs at their slum dwellings
and carry them in bowls, pots,
buckets and other utensils to
the selling points on roads. Un-
cleaned mats are spread out for
the customers to sit on, while
plastic sheets or old pieces of
cloth are hung overhead for
shelter.

There are other kinds of eat-
ing houses dotted over the city
where left-over foods — mostly
biriani and polao — are sold to

some classes of customers. It is

understood that left-over foods
are procured from community

centres, Chinese restaurants

and at times from top hotels in
the metropolis. In Kawran
Bazar area, such left-over food-
shops are found in plenty. The
shopkeepers selling left-over
fooc& sit on the open roads at
Kawran Bazar with polythene
sheets fixed overhead with
ropes. Since there is little
movement of heavy vehicles
here, such food sellers find it
easy to run their establish-
ments without much interrup-
tion except from some mastans
who use to realise, 'tolls’ regu-
larly from them.

The scenario at Kamalapur
Railway station site is said to be
different. More the eating
houses sell khichuri, an amal-
gam of rice and pulse cooked to-
gether with certain spices and
pieces of low-quality meat. Cus-
tomers at Kamalapur are
mostly station coolies, poor
Egssengers. day labourers and

gears.

Most customers at these
eating houses are unaware of
the hazards involved in eati
foodstuffs from these way-side

Six-day JS session
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modities, problems in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts and the
country's economic crisis in
general, sources in the BNP
standing committee said.

The parliamefitary wing of
the Jatiya Party is scheduled to
meet at g:ﬂﬂ pm today.

UNB adds: Sheikh Hasina
yesterday asked her party MPs
to expose various moves by a
certain political party to create
artificial crisis in the country.

"Unveiled those who are try-
ing to create an artificial politi-
cal crisis through falsehood
and subversive activities in the
country,"” she told the MPs at
the ALPP meeting in Sangsad
Bhaban.

The Prime Minister said the
ruling MPs should project in
parliament the activities of a
political party which is trying
to take political advantage cap-
italising on the suiferings of the
people through "subversive
acts” in the power sector.

Briefing newsmen Suranjit
Sengupta, Prime Minister's
Parliamentary Affairs Advisor

uoted Hasina as saying that
ﬁne situation in power sector
had improved due to emergency
steps taken by the government.

The Prime Minister told the
meeting that the complex situa-
tion in the power sector had
been overcome after taking

US co
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pany without competition.

However, the US company is
still Fel'suacling the government
to allow it to develop the Shah-
bazpur gas field, build extensive
pipeline to connect the gas field
with the main regional grid and
to build three power stations
having a total capacity of 350
mw. This company formed
three subsidiary organisations
and submitted proposals out-
lining an investment of over US
235 million dollars.

Last month, the investment
committee reviewed its pro-

and instructed the au-
thorities concerned (the Energy
Ministry) to cooperate with this
company so that a negotiation
could n.

The -level five-member
investment committee consists
of the secretaries of the ERD,
Finance, Energy, the Prime
Minister's office and the Prin-
cipal Secretary to the Prime
Minister.
that th “’ﬁ“g"ﬁe"ﬁm' o i

e hi red comrnit-
tee favoured the signing of the
agreement in the light of the
crisis in gas supply. In addition,
this would create a huge in-
vestment opportunity. Setting
uE a %aﬂ-based power station at
Shahbazpur would also solve

the power scaiﬂdsis in Khulna re-
§ ﬂ:ﬁhﬂmba’zpur gas field in
Bhola island was discovered in
November 1995 by Petro-

bangla's exploration unit,
BAPEX. It has a proven reserve
of 0.40 trillion cubic feet of gas.
The US company had provided
technical assistance while
BAPEX was drilling the well.

rapid actions, and the situation
will improve further soon.

Reiterating her governmen-
t's commitment to making Par-
liament the centre point of all
activities, Hasina said the
amendments to the Rudesg of
Procedures would be passed in
the fourth session of the par-
liament.

The PM sought cooperation
from all parliament members
for passing the amendments
and forming the parliamentary
standing committees to be
headed by MPs.

She also requested them to
project the achievements of the
government with facts and fig-
ures to make the people under-
stand the activities of the gov-
ernment as well as to expose the
"evil efforts” of a political party
engaged in tarnishing the
country's image through false
propaganda.

The MPs should also project
the government's steps ensuring
the distribution of fertilizer
Emperly. resulting in a bumper

arvest in the country.

They should also project the
improvement of law and order
and steps for establishing rule
of law and ensuring security of
the public life.

Industries and Commerce
Minister Tofael Ahmed, Chief
Whip Abul Hasnat Abdullah,
Prime Minister's Parliamen-
tary Affairs Advisor Suranjit
Sengupta, Abdul Mannan,
Jahangir, Rahmat Ali, ASM
Firoz, Keramat Ali and Saidul
Hugq also spoke at the meeting.

US aid
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woman in 1996 Lo at least 2.8 in
2004, the infant mortality rate
from 82 infant deaths per thou-
sand live births in 1996 to at
least 70 in 2004, and the child
mortality rate from 36 child
deaths per thousand live births
in 1996 to at least 30 in 2004.

The maternal mortality ra-
tio is also expected to decline,
although there is no accurate
measurement for this indicator
in Bangladesh,

In imﬂlementing this
NGOs will serve areas with ap-
proximately 20,000,000 per-
sons. These NGOs will also pro-
vide targeted support to public
sector programmes which are
expected to benefit another
15,000,000 1

In total, both direct and in-
direct support arisilg from this
agreement will benetit approx-
imately one-quarter of the
population of Bangladesh. In
addition, mass information

rogrammes including for

IV/AIDS are planned which
are expected to reach approxi- -
mately 40 per cent of the popu-
lation.

The plan also includes the
social marketing of repro-
ductive health and c health

roducts through the Social

arketing Company, support
for the natio family plan-
ning and maternal child health
logistics system, and assistance
to the national immunization
programme including polio
eradication and disease surveil-
lance.
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City's Open-air Eating Houses

shops, where minimum re-
qulrlzmcnt of health and hy-
giene are totally absent. The
same situation can be observed
in other locations of the city,
such as Motijheel, Dilkusha,
Sadarghat, Tefgaun, and many
other busy places like bus stops,
launch ghats, etc. The fast-
spreading eating houses pose
::Ea!len e to proper mainte-
nance n% public health.

Inspite of this. there is no
denying that street foods have
come to stay. In this context.
the FAO has recognised that
they are an important economic
activity in relation to modern
urban lite. ing this in view,
the street foods business, as
conducted at t, need be
changed with firm guidance. It
seems urgently necessary (o
stop uncontrolled sales of
unl'?ygicnic and sub-standard
items of food in the interest of
public health. With a view to
raising them to a healthy stan-
dard, the health authorities
should initiate actions includ-
ing, among things, strict qual-
ity control measures, provision
niy clean environment, supply of
clean water, and use of safe raw
materials for preparation of
such foods. In this manner, it
may be possible to convert the
attending problems into oppor-
tunities for dependable food re-

tailing outlets for the vast
numbérs of urban people
mainly with low income. The
examples of street foods retail-
ing with comparatively high
standard of hygiene and food
quality as observed in cities
like Bangkok and Singapore
can be suitable models for emu-
lation in the Dhaka city.

DMP restriction
around JS

Bhaban

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) has imposed restriction
on the movement of vehicles
and people in some areas
around the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban from midnight last
night for smooth holding of the
4th session of the parliament
that begins at 3 pm today, re-
ports UNB.

The areas are: from Old Air-
port on Mymensingh road —
Bangla Motor crossing, western
side of B a Motor link road
— SAARC Fountain crossing,
eastern side of Pantha Path via
Green road crossing — Firmgate,
Syamoli Cinema Hall —
Dhanmondi road-16 crossing,

gaon link road via Shishu-
ela — Rokeya Swarani cross-
ing,
gﬂeaidea, Rokeya Swarani
crossing via Old 9th Division
crossing — Bijoy Swarani Par-
{atan crossing, eastern side of
ndira road — western side of
Manik Mia Avenue and re-
stricted areas of Sangsad Bha-
ban, covering the roads and
lanes within its boundary.

DMP has also imposed ban
on carrying of any kind of fire
arms, explosives and harmful
materials, and holding of rally
and procession till the end of
the session.

Father killed
by son

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, May 9: An old
man was killed al efedl}r by his
son at Maluhar village under
Nalchity thana of Jhalakathij
district this morning.

According to police and
witnesses, Sekander Ali, 80,
died on the spot when his son
chopped him at about 9:30 am
during a quarrel between them
over a land dispute.

Son Abdul Latif went into

hiding after the incident, police
said.

Bandarban

From Page 1

BDR and other departments.

Ten people were injured
when they were to save
their belongings from the blaze.
Of them one Muktar Ahmed was
admitted to Sadar Hospital
with burn injuries.

A preliminary estimate put
the figure of damage at Tk 10
lakh, according to UNB.

An unruly mob assaulted
two firemen as they reached the
spot after half an hour.

All the homeless le have
taken shelter at the World Vi-
sion Flood Centre and Shahar

~ Primary School.

Chairman of the Local Gov-
ernment Council, Deput
Commissioner and other hi
officials visited the spot, and
assured the victims of all neces-
sa%mu ation.

e district administration
has sanctioned three metric
tons of rice as emer relief
for the affected people.

Editor : Mahfuz Anam :
Managing DMr, on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel
C/A, Dhaka-1000, from City Puhlill::ing House Ltd, 90, Kakrail, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, Neti:;

\ ' 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 500092-4
Commercial: 500091 (Direct), Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3267, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA. Email:

S —

- - = PR

e

-aaid. if needed, his

The Daily Star o

DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1997

Hasina asks party workers

Work for redressing

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the leaders and workers of her
party to be commensurative

. with the griefs and sorrows of

the common people and dedi-
cate themselves for redressing
the sufferings of the masses, re-
ports BSS.

Addressing the party leaders
and workers who came from
different districts at her official
residence at Ganobhaban to fa-
cilitate her on her being elected
fourth time the president of the
Awami League, Sheikh Hasina
said, "Instead of your personal
confronts you have to think
over the hopes and aspirations
of the people.” "Your condition
will be automatically improved
if the socio-economic condition
of the people is enhanced,” she
added.

Sheikh Hasina called upon
them to involve themselves in
the nation-building activities
and project the success of the
government in various socio-
economic fields of the national
life.

Lauding the leaders and
workers of the party Sheikh

Prepare for
greater

movement: BNP

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
asked his partymen to prepare
for a greater movement for pro-
tecting the interest of the coun-
try, reports UNB.

“There is no alternative to
launching a mass movement
for the sake of protecting the
country's independence and
sovereignty.” he said at a meet-
ing with leaders and workers of
BNP and its front organisations
of Gulshan thana at party's cen-
tral office in the afternoon.

Bhuiyan accused the ruling
party of hatching a conspiracy
to make the country a vassal of
India. "We have to stand against
this conspiracy,” he said.

The BNP secretary general

eaders
and workers would foil the plot

against the country's interest at
the cost of their lives.

He criticised the government
for its failure to face the crises
of electricity, water and gas as
well as its bid to make
Bangladesh a market for India,

sufferings of people

Hasina said, "I have firm faith,
deep respect and highest confi-
dence in you."

Turning back of her ten-
month old government, the
Prime Minister said that be-
cause of ap ate and timely
decisions and smooth running
of the government the image of
the country had been enhanced
all over the world.

Only on the other day, she
said, gan adesh was elected
member of the United Nations
Human Rights Commission
(UNHRC) securing 51 votes out
of 54. In the same UN floor
Bangladesh was miserably de-

feated by bagging only two votes
in the ?ﬁ(}ﬂ?ﬂcﬁnﬂ during the
past regime which had tar-
nished the unaﬁe of the country.
Bangladesh has also been
elected to the UNESCO executive
committee and UN Peace Com-

mittee, she added.

Boy chopped to
death in Pabna

PABNA, May 9: A teenage
boy was chopped to death in
front of his father by some mis-
creants at a village in Sadar
thana last night, reports UNB.

Mahfuzur Rahman, 13, son
of one Khabiruddin Pramanik
of Zahirpur village, came under
attack by about 12 men when he
and his father were returning
home from a neighbouring
house after watching television.

Police suspected that the
killing was the sequel to a land
dispute between Pramanik and

his rivals.
A case was filed with Sadar

police.
Storm hits two

thanas in Pabna

PABNA, May 9: A man was
killed and 15 were injured in a
nor'wester that swept over 15
unions of Atgharia and Chat-
mohor thanas last night, re-
ports UNB.

District administration

sources said Munser Ali, 27, of .

Kushtiapara in Atgharia thana
died when a house collapsed on
him during the storm that
lasted one and a half hours
from 12 noon.

About 500 kutcha houses
were razed to the ground and
crops on vast tracts of land
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A Baishakhi Mela organised by the BSCIC began

— Star photo
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Police lobbing
pus yesterday.

Gunshots
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ter taking shelter at the TSC,
the witnesses said.

Police lobbed some five
rounds of tear gas shell to bring

the situation under control. The

JCS activists, most of whom
were outsiders, fired shots in
presence of police, witnesses
said,

Police picked up five persons
in connection with the inci-
dent. But their identity could
not be known.

Official sources later told
this correspondent that a probe
committee would be formed to
investigate into the incident.

All the students organisa-
tions brought out processions
and held rallies on the campus
yesterday to welcome the fresh-
ers.

In another incident, Se-
limuzzaman Selim, a joint
convenor of the JCD DU unit
was reportedly beaten up by
some activists of the BCL. The
JCD activists then chased the
BCL workers to the Proctor of-
fice. Police restored to batton
charge injuring three or four
persons.

During the incident, two
nshots were heard from the
aal area police said the gun-

shots were fired by the BCL ac-
tivists.

Vice-Chancellor and Proctor

of the university visited the
-ﬁ;{,t Juat after the incidents,
e VC blamed the police offi-
cials there for his "failure” to
control the situation. He also
went to the Madhu's canteen.
Bangladesh Chhatra Union,
Samai]tantrik Chhatra Front,
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(JSD) condemned the incidents

and demanded punishmient for
those responsible.

2 held on charge
of trafficking
- 2 children

COX'S BAZAR, May 9: Police
arrested two people, including a
foreigner, for their alleged in-
volvement in child-trafficking
and rescued two children from a
hotel here last night, reports
UNB.

The arrested were identified
as Dil Mohammad of Tekhnaf
and Abdus Shakur, a Myanmar
citizen. The rescued boys are:

Nurul Alam, 10 and Abul
Bashar, 7.

A case was filed with the
Cox's Bazar police.

el

teargas shells to disperse rival student groups on the Dhaka University cam-
— Star photo
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(ADP) has already been lowered
to Tk 12000 crore and may need
to be slashed further. It is un-
likely the shortfall in external
financing of the ADP can be met
by raising more domestic re-
sources since the government's
domestic borrowing is already
too high.

Dr Mahmud said, "In view of
the resource shortfall in the
ADP, the government's best
course of action for the current
and the co fiscal would be
to restrict the number of new
projects, improve the quality of
project implementation and
initiate steps for reducing re-
source wastage and leakage."

The government's domestic
borrowing form the banking
system increased alarnunglg

uring the last fiscal year an

similar trends are continuing
this year. It increased by Tk
1179.80 crore or 18 per cent dur-
ing July-February this year as
compared to the rise of Tk
785.50 crore or 15.98 per cent
during the same period last
year, Bangladesh Bank statis-
tics showed.

The government's borrowing
so far has not been destabilis-
ing because of the modest ex-

ansion in private sector credit.

p to February of the current
fiscal, the net expansion of
credit to private sector has been
Tk 22 billion, implying only
about seven per cent increase in
the outstanding amount of
credit to private sector.

However, the government's
borrowing from non-banking
sources are considerably lower
this year compared to that in
the previous year. The fiscal
balances started deteriorating
in 1994-95 and the situation
has not im this year.

Any inflationary pressure

¢reated due to over borrowing
by the government has been

negated by lower credit expan-

sion. But it is felt that if private
credit demand picks u% bor-
rowing from the banks by the
government will not be sus-
tainable, analysts say.

The budgetary deficit has
been created by the governmen-
t's expenditure for food pro-
curement to %lve price support,
increased subsidisation to fer-
tiliser, and intcres;Paymﬂnt on
past bonds. Added to these,
there was a shortfall by Tk 323
crore in revenue during July-
February period this year, par-
ticularly in non-tax revenue
due to lower profit by

Bangladesh Petroleum Corpo-
ration and higher losses by the
state owned enterprises,
Bangladesh Bank documents
show.

External sector balance re-
mains a major cause for anxi-
ety although the depletion of
the ext reserve has slowed
down in recent months. The
level of reserves is now fluctuat-
ing around 1.7 billion to 1.8
billion dollars.

The reserve position has
been stabilised by a sharp fall
in import growth rather than
by an acceleration in export
growih, Recent estimates ol ex-
ports show that the annual

rate may reach about 10

" per cent which is about the

same in the last fiscal. But it
will be much lower than the

annual average of 20 to
25 cent in the previous years
of the early 90s.

It shows that the are

yet to recover fully from the ad-
verse effect of political unrest
and dislocation of early 1996.
Comparison of the first half of
the current fiscal with the same
period of the previous fiscal

Macro-economic management

shows an import growth rate of
only three per cent. This com-
pares with the annual import
growth of 17 per cent in fiscal
1995-96 and 14 per cent in fis-
cal 1994-95.

The breakdown of import
between July '96 and January
‘97 shows that there is some in-
crease in import of industrial
raw materials and intermediate
goods. However, the import of
industrial machinery and other
capital goods either remained
stagnant or in some cases had
drastically fallen, sources said.

This depicts a discouraging
investment scenario and im-
plies that a pick up in invest-
ment will put further strains on
the balance of payment (BOP).

Dr Mahmud said, "In this
situation the government will
need an appropriate mix of fis-
cal, monetary and exchange
rate policies to maintain the
BOP and keep fo exchange
reserve from falling. Now the
government will have to fine
tune among the options of re-
straining budgetary deficits and
private credit expansion as well
adjusting the exchange rate.
This would require a skillful

blending of fiscal mon and
trade policies as has been rarely
practised in Bangladesh."

The trends in large and
medium scale industrial pro-
duction during the first half of
this fiscal were viewed by ana-
lysts as "worrisome." The 12-
month moving aver of the
index of industrial production

shows production had increased
by barely one per cent upto
December 1996 from the level of
June '96. It compares with seven
per cent growth rate during '"95-
96 and above 10 per cent
annual growth rate in the
previous years.
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hammad Nasim, Publicity Sec-
retary: Abdul Mannan, Office
Secretary: Abdul Mannan
Khan, riculture Secretary:
Begum atia Chowdhury,
Labour Secretary: Rahmat Ul-
lah Chowdhury, Finance and
Plannin%{mﬁccrctar}r: Ataur
Rahman Kaisar, Education Sec-
retary: Nurul Islam Nahid, In-
dustry and Commerce Secre-
tary: Akhtaruzzaman Chowd-
hury, Information Secretary:
Prof Abu Sayeed, Youth and
Sports Secretary: Obaidul
Qader, Relief and al Welfare
Secretary: Mukul Bose, Interna-
tional Affairs Secretary: Abul
Hasan Chowdhury, Law Secre-
tary: Advocate Shahara
Khatun, Hedflth and Population
Secretary: Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Cultural Secretary:

JCD calls strike
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pus.
The programmes were arn-
nounced at a press conference at

the DUCSU building yesterday.

BCL has also announced a
programme to hold a rally at
the same venue at the same
time.

The JCD press conference
was addres by its President
Shahiduddin Chowdhury An-
nc%. General Secretary Habibun
Nabi Shohel.

They claimed that Jatiya
Chhatra Samaj held the rally
on the DU campus with the sup-
port of the DU administration
and the government.

They alleged that the DU
administration did not take
any action against the BCL ac-
tivists who captured residential
halls. Rather, the activists are

frequently seen in the Vice
Chancellor's office, they al-
leged.

JCD leaders also said that
they would not joint the meet-

ing of the U Paribesh
Parishad, scheduled to be held
on May 11.

Meanwhile, the Jatiya Party
backed Jatiya Chhatra Samayj,
at a press conference, blamed
JCD for yesterday's violence.
The press conference was ad-
dressed among other by Kamrul
Islam Sajal. Nirmal
Kafiluddin Sagar.

DUCSU polls
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held in June 1990 in which BNP
backed Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) won all the seats.

All student organisations
excepting the JCD hailed the
decision to dissolve the DUCSU.,
According to JCD leaders, there
is no need to dissolve the
DUCSU for holding fresh elec-
tions.

A JCD leader who declined to
be named said the JCD will con-
test the DUCSU election al-
though it does not support dis-
solution of the present commit-
tee.

"But the election should be
held centrally, in the Arts Fac-
ulty building. Before that the
atmosphere of the university
shoul
the polls, he said.

Bahadur Bepari, DU unit
president of B adesh Chha-
tra Le e (BCL) the student
Front of ruling Awami League

said that his party would not
qunse the idea of holding the
election "centrally.” That was
also our demand, he said.

But the BCL is yet to get any
"green signal" from the Awami
League high command, an in-
fluential leader of BCL central
committee said on condition of
anﬂnsrrrﬂt}n "The AL high com-
mand is not yet sure about the
success of BCL in the DUCSU
election,” he said.

As part of its preparations,
the JCD is reorganiging its uni-
versity and hall unit commit-
tees. It has already formed
committee in Fazlul Haq Hall
and those in Salimullah and
AF Rahman halls will be fi-
nalised within a week, sources
in the JCD said.

Committees in other halls
and the university unit com-
mittee will be formed within
one month, the sources added.

On the other hand, the BCL
has no full-fledged committee
of its DU unit for last three
years. It has no full-fledged
committee of any of its hall

units.
Bahadur said that the
full-fledged DU and hall unit

committees would be formed be-

fore the elections.

Das, .

be made congenial for-

"67-member ALCW

Alamgir Kumkum, Treasurer:
HN Ashiqur Rahman, Assistant
Publicity Secretary: Nurul
Secrﬂarg;Fm BLHbSlilqi:lﬁtqur.Rl;unuft KC;EEE

Members: Syed Fazlul H
BSc, Fazlul Karim, Mo
Hanif, Abdul Qader Siddiqui,
Dewan Farid Gazi, Advocate
Yunus Ali, Siddiq Hossain, Ad-
vocate Abdul Aual, ABM Taleb
Ali, Matiur Rahman Talukdar,
Imam Uddin Ahmed. Rahmat
Ali, Shu u Sekhar Haldar,
Razi Uddin Ahmed Razu, Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, Sheikh Fa-
zlul Karim Selim, MA Mannan,
Begum Munnujan Sufian, Ad-
vocate Fazlur an Khan, K
M Jah . Mirza Sultan Raza,
Nurul Mazid Humayun, Fulu
Sarkar, Prof Fazlul Hug, Mah-
mudur Rahman anna,
Akhtaruzzaman, Sultan Mo-
hammad Monsur Ahmed and
Nuh-ul Alam Lenin.

The President of Mahila
Awami League to be elected
through its council will be the
ex-officio Women Affairs Secre-
tary of the central working
committee, said a party press
release.

It said the names of the Sci-
ence and Technology Affairs
Secretary, a newly created post,
and a member of the workin
committee will be declare
later.

Pakistan 110/3

in 19 overs

Sports Reporter

Pakistan were 110 for three
after 19 overs against New
Zealand in the inaugural day-
night match of the four-nation
Independence Cup cricket tour-
nament at Mohali in Chandi-
garh yesterday.

Earlier, put into bat, the
Kiwis piled up a huge 285 in
their 50 overs with opening bat
Nathan Astle striking 117.

Gas supply
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in the capital yesterday and
loadshedding across the coun-
try was also nominal,” Energy
Minister Noor Uddin Khan said

last night.

He said power generation
shot up to 1750 MW and it would
increase further in next few
days.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is ted to inaugu-

rate the A-B gas pipeline on
May 16.

Tea market
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and contribute 3.35 per cent in
production.

On the other hand, the NTC
gardens contribute 10.7 per cent
in production although it com-
mands 9.9 per cent of the total
allotted land. The private com-

anies command 34.5 per cent
and, but their contribution is
25.37 per cent while the gardens
under proprietorship command
20.26 per cent of land contribut-
ing only 11.10 per cent in the
production.

The average ylelds in the
NTC, private and proprietor-
ship gardens are also low com-
P to those owned by the for-
eign companies and the BTB.
The yield of the sterling com-
Eanlen is 133%_% {n:r hectare,

1308 kg, 130 kg, pri-
vate 914 kg and the proprietors

645 kﬁ .

What is needed in
Bangladesh is increased in-
vestment in the tea industry,
the sources said, hoping that
the government would make
necessary arrangements of
funds for the important export
sector,

The Bangladesh Tea Board
has pro an investment of
some 150 crore under the

Fifth Five Year Plan (FFYP)
while it ts a substantial
amount from the European
Union for the development of
the mdustg.

About the recent deteriora-
tion of the law and order situa-
tion in the tea growing areas,
the sources said the government
is actively consi to set up
police camps in the adjoining

areas of the :
They um.ﬂnn of out-

siders, responsible for illegal
felling of trees in the gardens,
are creating problems. These
ple live on the government
s land adjacent to the gar-
dens and the su of
local influential quarters.



