@The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. All

Uhaka 5’.1”-.”':'.1-'_“,-"_ I"-..'ﬂf"i'-\,-" 10 149497

All Up to One Person

The just concluded Awami League council ses-
sion will go down in history for having established
two very important things — one, that Sheikh
Hasina is at her strongest and two, that Awami
League as a party having collective decision mak-
ing system, is at its weakest. What we saw in the
name of the council session was nothing more
than paying tribute in the court of the mighty
leader. What revealed Sheikh Hasina's complete
control of the party is the fact that all decisions
about its future leadership were taken NOT by the
designated bodies meant for such decisions, but left
to the sole discretion of the party chief. However
flattering it may appear in terms of widespread
confidence enjoyed by her, it is totally self defeat-
ing in terms of nurturing democratic norms within
the party. Such practices kill initiatives and natu-
ral growth of leadership, and create the climate for
sycophancy.

The party's present state of powerlessness was
revealed by the fact that no councillor dared to
criticize any aspect of the party or the government
except to say that there was a growing distance be-
tween the workers and leaders — a normal com-

laint for all those who are left out of power, To the
st of our knowledge there was no introspection
that could have had some sobering effect on the
party's activities, no self analysis that could have
given birth to new initiatives and no stock taking
of their performance that could have given an in-
dication as to where the party is vis a vis public
opinion at the moment.

There was never any question as to who would be
the chief of Awami League.
widespread expectation about a change in the
number two spot. In opting for status quo Sheikh
Hasina has revealed that she is either not wiIlin%.
or not confident about anybody in her party to fill
that post. The decision not to change the second
level leadership reveals an inner weakness of the
party which should be addressed sooner rather
than later. Sheikh Hasina has alwways been the
supreme arbiter of her party. For the first time she

also combines in her person the tremendous power

of her elected post. Not risking a change even now
has surprised most. Sheikh Hasina's opting for
stability may have sown the seeds for sterility and
stagnation of her party. It is hardly a recipe to lead
a vibrant mass party to the 21st century.

A Stitch in Time

The earthquake that shook all Bangladesh on
Thursday could not be measured for its intensity
and its epicentre also could not be located. Indian
electronic media is reported to have quoted the in-
tensity at 5.7 on the 10-point Richter Scale. The
reason for our national failure on these counts are
two — a. the only facility for taking the Richter
Scale reading, located at the Ambagan Gentl:)hysical
Observatory at Chittagong, is out of order for quite
some time; b. locating the epicentre as also the di-
rection of the tremor cannot be done by the only
one observatory, the Ambagan one, and the re-
quired two others are still awaiting materialisa-
tion from the planning stage. Ty

This exposes a dangerous gap in our prepared-
ness to meet natural calamities. And thiS serious
indifference on the part of the state and govern-
ment in the matter of earthquakes gains manifold
in national weakness when we see the way the me-
dia — both print and electronic — treated the
tremor and more so by the very evident social re-
sponse of couldn't-care-less. This is not going to
help in a quake-prone area like Bangladesh. The
social indifference is strange because many senior
and perceptive citizens have said that this was the
longest and severest quake of all they had experi-
enced in their life. As there was no loss of life and
as no significant damage to property was reported,
the nation perhaps will continue in its indiffer-
ence. But this will be both foolish and dangerous.

It is said that the two severest continental
quakes occurring in human history had their epi-
centres quite close to Bangladesh — 300 kin away
for the worst and only 80 km for the one next. And
even in recent times at least two quakes had their
epicentres in a territory that is now Bangladesh. It
is as such imperative that we cut down on our igno-
rance of and indifference to this phenomenon. |

It must be borne in mind that the difference be-
tween a sweet escape and massive destruction is as

sharp as a razor's edge. Seconds more and the
uake could lay waste vast chunks of Dhaka and

hittagong consider a Kobe-like strike on Dhaka
and Chittagong. Can we think of the conse-
quences?

Please, prepare, we say. Why not have a full scale
seismological institute and grow a goodly crop of
seismologists? And take their advice to minimise
the consequences of a severe earthquake?

Deadly Rivers

Although test reports are still awaited for a defi-

nite attribution of cause behind this enormous

e to a shoal of fish at the river Shitalakkhya

there seems little doubt in the word which has been

out since the catastrophe: pollution of water due to

dumping of the wastes from dye factories in the up-
stream of the river.

Pollution of water due to dumping of industrial
waste has come to enjoy the watchword of the env-
ioronmentalists for quite some time. But not much
has been witnessed by way of governmental initia-
tive towards minimising the price man has to pay
for his destiny of being hitched to the wagon of
progress.

We have already encountered the danger of ar-
senic pollution which is attributed to over use of

ound water level and excessive use of chemical
ertilizer. We are alarmed that apart from devasta-
tion to fish population, it can give rise to great
number of cases regarding health complaints
among those consuming the diseased fishes.

Even in these days of nostalgic reference to
abundant supply of fishes in the yesteryears, fish
remains an inseparable component of our diet and
a wonderful source of protein. If we cannot stop our
rivers from turning into deathbeds of fishes, very
soon we will be facing I'lligﬂr health hazards apart
from being protein starved.

All these are signs of our long and dangerous ne-
glect of our environment.

We urge the government to take immediate mea-
sures to minimise the scope of pollution of river
water through dumping of industrial wastes. And
the measures have to be effective and viable and
certainly not as unclear as the one recently taken
regarding the relocation of leather industries.

But there was .

cal disaster emer ;
" A survey cﬂncﬁj;ré%ﬁd by

N impression is gaining
ground that some peﬁe
are out to the pit-

ch for further peace talks bet-
ween the Government of Bang-
ladesh and the PCJSS which, as
the political wing of Shanti-
bahini, faces now the test of
will against the militants in
their ranks.

The fourth round of negotia-
tion is due on May 11. On the

enda is the vital question of
the hill people's land right
touching on the fate of set
from the plains. The substan-
tive issue of amending the law
governing the three district
parishads is bound to figure
against the of the per-
sisting tribal demand for au-
tonomy. This has been in the
works for some time with the
PCJSS having already submit-
ted their amendment proposals
to the government and our law
ministry duly communicating
their response to the Shan-
tibahini. A nudﬁ: for this also
comes f;?l:t]; the imtgiin;_!ré:

rospect e sent dis

Eﬂunpc?%twlﬂc]hpm I:;ey on June
30, to replac govern-
ment-nominated bodies.

Certain untoward incidents
have taken place lately casting
a shadow over the peace process
but hardly shaking it in the
foundations made so much the
stronger by the | ly success-
ful resumption of repatriation
of the tribal refugees from In-
dia. The repatriation has, on
the flipside, however, reopened
the wound historically fester-
ing around the land ts ques-

plots of

tion. In rctumir;g th
lands to the refugees who are

CHT Peace Talks

A Peeping Rainbow
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are gone, and we have but just one colourful ethnic diversity to cater to in an unbroken pattern of national

homogeneity we are almost uniquely endowed with in a wide world of

back, the occupiers from the

plainland are being evicted

with Tk 4,000 given to each

family in rehabilitation money

along with a promise made to

them for their relocation in
rnment khas land.

It is complained by some
overnment sources that the
NP government in 1994 ap-

plied a similar procedure when
recoveri lands for the re-
turnees, but is now, with the

Jnmnnt-e-lﬂﬂ:m ;]r]i t:;'w. resist-
ing it tically fomenting
thE trih?l-ﬂﬂer differences.

There had been a national
conference of basically non-
tribals held in the CHT on April
25 at the BNP's initiative which
was attended by, others,
the Jamaat. A teasing invita-
tion was extended to the ru

arty. The left es, tho

invited, just kept away.

The refugee repatriation has
begun following a 20-point

ent si between the

;g;ss and the refugee leader-
ship in India on the one side
ancr the Bangladesh authorities
on the other whose very first
clause refers to the Constitution
of Bangladesh and upholds the

obligation to respect the rights
of all citizens, s and non-
tribals alike.

Despite being a member of
the national committee on CHT
affair, the BNP kept itself out of
all the mee s and otia-
tions held by the committee
with the PCJSS, and the only
normal option left to the party
to dilate on the subject has been
to unwind the mental coil in-
side the parliament. There is
still an opportunity for this to

happen.

an international conference on
ethnic ts held in Caicutta a

few months g state
government ﬁdwﬂm‘n
of fi with the refugee
roblem. d the news is
hantibahini operations have
been terminated from across
the border. :
Manifestly, these are

ofac of heart on In-
dian side but what clinched the

at the shape of
things, India does not seem
blame-worthy anymore for

Looking

providing sanctuary and arms
to the Shantibahini now that
the repatriation of our tribal
refugees languishing in the

Tripura camps has resumed in
earnest. With the of gov-
ernment in Bangladesh, the In-
dian central t went

on record having refumdi pcr-t
mission to a rominen
Chakma refugee le.ad:r to attend

issue is the new Bangladesh

t's assurance to In-

ia that it would ‘refrain’ from

any sanctuary to the

urgents from the north-east-
ern states of India.

A certain change in the
geopolitical outlook of the re-
on has also been noticeable

0 a perceptible degree of
;

approc th:_nf in
the once advers Indo-
China relationship. The US

network for watching China
over India’'s north-eastern
shoulder was moved to India's
northwest during the 1962
Indo-China war. The Naga,
Mizo and Tripura insur
are in an altered geopo-
litical context today compared
with what used to be seen as
having the makings of a flash-
point in the pre-detente period.

After that bird's eye view
from the sputnik, so to .
we land on the unsettling
episode of a Thanchi en-
counter in on May 4
which left a BDR Lance Naik
dead. Two Shantibahini mili-
tants among a large number
who raided the BDR camp were
also killed.

over acts
of sabotage our security forces
are certainly heim:: peace
to move S

Agent provocateurs are at
work with their usual stake in a
status quo that s them an
opportunity to fish in troubled
waters. Besides, those who are
habituated in the ssion
and frequent use ol fire arms
hardly ever get over the heady
feel of power they are intoxi-
cated by, when it can
be romanticised in association
with the spirit of freedom and

scelf-determination. Sri Lanka
is a ﬂ%m of the di-
chotomy n the almost

It is now for the PCJSS lead-
ers who t the political
clout of the Shantibahini to
make sure that their influence
extends eflectively over the mil-
itant elements in their ranks.
There can unlfhdt;c endless
wrangling over ts so
long as they fail to set their
house in order and adopt a uni-
fied stance on their demands.

with one voice will be

h:lg:l.
basic question in the
CHT revolves around a colour-
ful indigenous people's rights to
their own culture and tradi-
tional way of life. These need to
be safeguarded by political au-
tono granted constitution-
ally to six hundred thousand of
our compatriots on the hills.
Since a constitutional
amendment for such
a dispensation cannot be
without a two-thirds majority
in the parliament endorsing it.
the issue does cut across the
party-line, so that there is no
escape from bi san under-
mﬂ;;’ﬁ on this guestion, too.
we not take a confed-
eral approach to strike at the
root of tribal problems? The
days of rigid unitariness are
, and we have but just one
colourful ethnic diversity to
cater to in an unbroken pattern
of national homogeneity we are
almost uniquely endowed with
in a wide world of multi-eth-
nicity.

the slow but certain deva-
station caused by indus-
trial pollution and lately by air
pollution has been 1gl:iln.g on un-
abated while very few either in
the administration or politics
have kept track of the toll it has
been exacting on the national
life. Concerned citi in the
country and the media have
from time to time raised alarm
but all these seem to have fallen
on deaf ears. The people, of
course, could see, smell feel and
sometimes choke on contami-
nated air and water; they could
see the grime accumulate on
their persons, home and hearth
and watch the vegetation die.
All around the country, among
the conscious section of the
population, there is seething
anger at the poisoning of water
and land. In recent times grou
of environmentalists in the
country raised public protests
and the government to en-
force laws to curb this soaring
levels of pollution. The De-
artment of Environment, it is
earnt through newspaper re-
ports, has directed the indus-
tries concerned to set up waste
treatment plants in their units

Fﬂﬂﬂmhﬂmm

-that gre cal.%aing pollution  to

environment, especially the
river water, by releasin
therein solid and chemic
waste. The future of the coun-
try's environment seems to be
clouded by some offending in-
dustries’ reckless ways of dump-
ing industrial waste, organic
materials and discarded metals
that leach out of landfills into
ground water level, contami-
nating v:lrin]:tin%| water Eu‘gply
and poiluting human habitat
and farmland.

This pollution menace as
well as the environmental dis-
aster has been a | time in the
making. So long ecological con-
cerns were shunted aside in the
rush toward industrialisation
and growth. Only now when the

democratic process is on, is the

full extent of country's ecologi-

DoE
that identified 1176 industrial
units as most polluters reveals
that 14,000 tonnes of solid
waste and 16,000 cubic meters
of chemical waste are dis-
charged by the industries

year into the rivers in Dhaka
and its adjacent areas while
12,000 industries of the coun-
try discharge 35,000 cubic me-

“tres of waste in the river water

every day. The major polluter
industries include fertiliser,
pulp and paper mills, pharma-
ceuticals, printing and finish-
ing textiles, iron and steel

mills, cement, pesticides, and

INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION SCENARIO

There Must be Agenda for

by Md Asadullah Khan

Ehange

There must be some pmmr!mvsmgulaﬁugtﬁelacaﬁonofb:dmﬂiumdddamtpuuﬂﬂmmums that

would force the polluting units to compliance. The

pollution conirol boards must be armed with power to

control the location of industries and prescribe clean technologies and a time frame for their adoption.
lastic, factories, distilleries practical difficulties and con- range of stable and highly toxic  neries in the Hazaribag area
gnd sugar mills generating dif-  straints standjr%]f the wa?ﬁ It compounds, called organochlo- has any effluent treatment
ferent of solid, liquid and  has been learnt that most efflu- rines. Ominously, industries plant and that would only trig-
us waste with varying pol- ent treatment units can be in- using chlorine are spreading er the menacing situation in

ution burden.

The river water adjacent to
these industries are highly
toxic containing high concen-
trations of suspended and dis-
solved solids with high biologi-
cal uxygzﬁn demand (BOD) load-
ings of 2000-3000 mg per litre.
The consequences of this
alarming pollutjon menace is
horrifying. The process to fish-
less lakes and streams, dying
forests and barren crop-fields
has started.

The country's pollution
menace does more than degrade
the quality of life; it dramati-
cally cripples and shortens life

" of human beings. In recent

times, community ' health
physicians calculate that ill-
nesses traceable to environ-
mental pollution account for
more than 30 per cent of the
country's health budget. One out
of 20 people in the country now
dies of environmentally in-
duced causes officials estimate.
The preseni government
overwhelmed by political and
economic disarray can scarcel
think abeut the environment
nightmare it has inherited. It
might take huge amount to the

‘tune of millions of dollars to

clean up the present itude
of accumulation of industrial
pollution. In the neighbouring
India more than 10,000 indus-
tries nationwide were either
shut down or asked to move out
of cities mostly by the courts,
whom citizens approached as a
last resort.
ResEjiratury ailment, aller-
%&s. skin diseases, disease of
e central nervous system and
cancers have increased several
times over the last few years in
the cities where people live
cheek by jowl in a scenario of
grimy smoke-spewing indus-
tries. Sadly true, until this time
when the alarm bell has been
sounded all around, even the
government's planners utterly
ignored environmental con-
cerns, so to say. People now re-
alise that irrational industrial
policies make a mockery of en-
vironmental requirements.
However, there are some

stalled within 5 to 15 per cent of
the total cost in industries like
paper; for manufacturers of
consumer electronic goods and
printed circuit board, the cost
can be as high as 25 to 40 per
cent of the total investment.
Pollution control system in
power stations can be as high as
the investment and in a country
chronically starved of power,
the guestion of closing them
down for non-compliance of
ggllutinn control norms is now
side the point.

The government policy of
industrialisation vis-a-vis de-
velopment of the country right
from the Pakistani days is re-
sponsible for today's problem of
chronic pollution. First of all,
Tejgaon industrial area was
created right in the heart of the
city's residential areas. Even if
it was there, connivance from
the regulatory authorities did
not stop the growth of indus-
trial units in other densely
populated residential areas. In
consequence, we see growth of
scores of plastic, polythene and
small scale steel and chemical
industries from Mirpur to Gan-
daria, in Hazaribag, Rayer-
bazar, Mohammadpur,
Narinda, Jatrabari, Sayedabad,
Zurain, Farashganj, Islampur,
Nakhalpara and even posh ar-
eas like Uttara and Dhan-
mondi. In some of these densely
populated areas, excessive use
of varnish, dye, coal tar, DDT,
acids, phenyl, carbide, sulphur,
gunpowder and chlorine has
created a hazardous situation;
noxious fumes and effluents
from these industries have
added to the toll of human life
quite stealthily,

The setting up of chlorine
based industries like paper,
slgj‘)per pesticide in the residen-
tial areas trigger alarming con-
sequences. So says a chemist,
"God created 91 elements, man a
little more than a dozen, and
the devil, one-chlorine”. Speak-
ing about chlorine alone, it is a
greenish yellow poison gas that
rarely exists in nature. It is
produced by man and reacts
with carbon to create a new

fast in the country. Among
them: chlorine used to bleach
wood pulp to make paper and
viscose rayon; and chlorine as
the main t of the plas-
tic and PVC used to make every
kind of petrochemicals to pipes
to slippers.

Organochlorines are partic-
ularl damagln? because they
travel through food chain and
affect the liver and kidney, ma
cause cancer and interfere wi
processes like brain chemistry,
spleen and bone structure and

so to the extent of causing
hormonal diseases. The indis-
criminate use of chlorine in the
industries could possibly ac-
count for the increasing num-
ber of hepatitis cases in the
country. The outlook is omi-
nous. Treated effluent water
containing organochlorines is
widely used irrigate crop
fields. The pulp and paper in-
dustry has failed to invest in
chlorine-reducing technologies.
The PVC industry plans to deal
with the crisis primarily by
promoting recycling. But that
only converts plastics into
other plastics, ending in the
ubiquitous multicoloured poly-

thene bags.

The greatest environment
hazard has come from
the 300 tanneries located in the
Hazaribag area of the metropo-
lis. Untreated effluent and
waste to the extent of 16,000
cubic metre day are bla-
tantl duﬁm e adjacent
I'ﬁ.l ential) area with no regard
o health of the people residing
there. Wastes from poisonous
gas to toxic sludge du this
way on land for years in ab-
sence of any sewzigc system are
leaching into e water we
drink, mingling with air we
breathe. Some years back these
effluents were poured into

drains that would have carried
them to the Bu a. But after

(
t

the construction of Dhaka .

Flood Protection Dam, these ef-
fluents are poisoning the water
and land in the vast area cover-
ing Rayerbazar, Mohammadpur
and Shyamoli. None of the tan-

Poor medicare

Sir. Like a carrot tied up
with a long bamboo and hu
before an ass the former Ersha
regime, BNP government and
now the Awami League which
came to power after 21 years
have always been assuring us of
health for all by the year 2000.

Years are"passing by one af-
ter another but there is no sign
of any improvement of medi-
care in the country. On the con-
trary, medical services in the
rovernment hospitals and

ealth complexes are deterio-
rating, cost of medicine is ris-
ing higher and higher, doctor's
consultation fee is-increasing
and the sufferings of the people
know no bounds.

We hear promises about
‘health for all by the year 2000
but we wonder what will be its
ultimate outcome? Of course, a
‘handful of persons would be go-
ing to Singapore, India, Euro
and America as usual for
treatment and they might take
a few days rest in our govern-
ment hospital's cabins or costly
clinics, but the common p‘t:géjle
would continue to be deprived of
even the basic and minimum
medical services in the coun
due to poverty and financia
crisis, large-scale corruption
and irregularities in our
healthcare services both in the
public and private sectors.

Do we have a national
health policy in the country?

4 _Whether the reply is 'ves' or 'no'
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. in oblivion. But during

i

“the people are not aware of it.

Bul it is an open secret that doc-
tors, consultants and special-
ists who realise exorbitant tees
from the patients and earn
lakhs of Taka every month al-
ways evade payment of income
lax to the government -— neither
the medical and drug stores dis-
play any price list nor they pro-
vide any cash-memo to the pa-

Llients.
Wlhio cares and realises the

problems, dilficulties. humili-
ation and grievances of a poor
patient requiring medicare and
recovery from illness. Would
our Ministry of Health kindly
look into the relevant matters
and help provide medicare be-
fore the patient dies?

0O H Kabir
6. Hare Street
Wari. Dhaka-1203

V1 Lenin

Sir,*Lenin's birthday passed
without notice. V I Lenin is now
the '60s,
we directly or indirectly felt his
presence in our minds. He was
present in social science, poli-
tics, literature and where not.
Lenin then inspired us to fight

ainst all misdeeds in society.

s banned book lured us to col-
lect it and read his writings. He
masterminded to successfully
launch movement to oust the
Tsar of Russia and tested his

doctrine to rid shackles of slav-
ery of exploited people.

We cannot ignore his exis-
tence in achieving today's egali-
tarian society. Exploitation
was rampant and the world
thought again to take preven-
tive measure. Labour law has
been changed to cope with hu--
man rights. Here, too, V I Lenin
is still alive. We have witnessed
reign of both capitalism and
communism. Fall of commu-
nism was inevitable for its in-
herent authoritarian view.

We still feel his presence.

Bose Asoke Kumar
House #413, Road #10
Block-B, Chandgaon R/A
Chittagong-4212

Thanks to BNP

Sir, BNP, the main opposi-
tion party of our Parliament,
arranged a grand on for
to the victorious Bangladesh
cricket team at the official resi-
dence of the Opposition Leader
Begum Khaleda Zia at Minto
Road on 27th April. It has been
a raisewunhly act on the part
of BNP. At least, this time,
when everybody cted pru-
dence and magnanimity irom
them. BNP leaders did not show

any follies.
Hence 1 thank Begum

Khaleda Zia for expressing her
consensus of behall of her party

regarding development of
games and sports. | think, see-
ing that even political parties
have crumbled their tradition
of being strictly opponent to the
counterpart in any national is-
sues, our players must be in-

spired by this.

In fact, it is a must for the
political parties to be united
when it is necessary for the
well-being of the country and
the coun . So, thanks a
lot again to Begum Zia simulta-

her party for their pru-
E?ﬁtofgmngaapleuﬂgm
ception to our tigers.

Md Moshiur Rahman
MV Hall-118, JU
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Weekly holiday

Sir, An esteemed advocate
tried his art to maintain Friday
as the weekend holiday. He ap-
pears to have missed the main
point, which is economic.

If our standard of living were

rather than Sunday.

The time may be coming
soon, according to data on the
rise and fall of civilisations.

AZ
Dhaka

e days to come. Understand-
ably, sulphur dioxide (Sog) ox-
ides of Ni (Noy), H
Sulphide (HoS) belched out
from the boilers of these tan-
neries have created a disastrous
situation causing illness of var-
ious types like asthma, lung in-
fection and heart diseases. Be-
sides the problems emanating
from the big ones, innumerable
small scale industries have
sprung up in densely populated
areas even like, Dhanmondi,
Uttara on one side and not to
speak of Islampur, Narinda and
Gandaria on the other without
the approval of DoE as a result

. of we mgua.trial policy which
is at best airl%anﬂ rather .
on. While

enmuraﬁ:u pollu
notices have been served on
1176 big industrial units, the
smaller ones off the hook.

It must be brought home, to
the entrepreneurs of the indus-
trial units that there is money
in rec waste, instead of
discarding it. Tax incentives
must be offered to firms that
manage to reuse their waste.
The environment protection
laws provide jail term of five
years in default fine of Taka
two lakh to the violators after
repeated . Ruefully, no
one has yet been brought to
book. Industries contribute to
more than 60 per cent of the
poisons that pour into the coun-
try's water systems. Effluents
untreated over the years, since
these industries were set up.
have increased levels of toxins
like cyanide and chromium

times the safe level. De-

spite public outcry about the
harmgil effects of ;y:t up in-
dustries in the residential ar-
eas, administration has hardly
been able to keep these off the
city limits.

There must be some agenda
for change: proper laws regulat-
ing the location of industries
and deterrent punitive mea-
sures that would force the pol-
lu units to com ;

llution control boards must

armed with power to control
the location of industries and
prescribe clean technologies
and a time frame for their
tion. Understandably, the de-
partment concerned till now, is
woeful ill-equipped to t pol-
lution. It is not invol in the
making of industrial policy,
and as much as it is known, is
both numerically (personnel)
and technically unable to en-
force the laws aialnut pollu-
tion. In the backdrop of all
these distressing signals, the
decision taken at the meeting of
the National Environment
Committee held on May at the
Prime Minister's office with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair to set up "Environ-
ment Court” to control envi-
ronment pollution and to in-
traduce ! énviranment laws
along with the assurance of
providing working capital for
treatment of toxic effluents and
sludge spewed by the industries
is, however, a laudable step.
This, among other measures
recommended, speaks of the
awareness of the present gov-
ernment about the gravity of
the problem that threatens peo-
ple's life. Now we have to wait
and see till the implementation
is started. . we must
realise that all developments
should be sustainable, meaning
that it should use up resources
no faster than they can be re-
generated by nature. Govern-
ment should also henceforth
oblige local lending institu-
tions, mainly banks, to review
the environmental conse-
quences of proposed loans.

The writer is Controller of
Examinagtions, BUET, Dhaka.

Living with Sleaze

HE political fund raising scandals are starting to be felt
a:uup;*:tlrl the country. Aﬂ%rnu have to do is say that you

live in Washington, and you
I realised this recently when [ was in Orang

fornia, and complete strangers stated calling

are suspect.
e Country, Cali-
me "sleaze ball.” |

was shocked and denied that | knew anything about anything

when it came to

and persisted, "What did

litical financing. One
you know and
I replied, "I knew something was up when

son wouldn't buy it
en did you know it
e Democratic

National Committee started to refund all the money they had
raised. No party does that unless something is rotten in Indone-

sia,”
"You live in W
his hand out. You can't plead

“You might think that, but a

n. You know t“hat every politicilan has

ce

lot of us walk around the city

with our eyes closed. For example, we never see any lobbyists at
night because they are always attending a ftmd-ralutl:F party.
But there isn't that much to do in the nation's capilal, so we
never dreamed that they were attending parties to buy access to

their politicians.”
B "W‘g; didn't you know about the coffee parties at the White

House?"

"You can't see into the windows. I did notice Chinese people
and out of the Main Gate, but I assumed that they were

in
ﬁ'?lcf-gbcrs of the Taiwan table tennis team."

"Weren't you suspicious when you

heard that the vice presi-

dent had made so many calls from the White House that he blew

his cellular phone?"
"No, | wasn't. | only

to wonder when he danced with a

hundred Buddhist monks at the Reflecting Pool on the Mall —
“Evcnale didn't suspect the Democrats, you must have

t that the
ell, 1 did hear that

Party was up to no good.

Dan Burton, who heads up

the committee to investigate the Democratic fund-raising, was
reported to have thruteugﬁ:d the US lobbyist of Pakistan. The

threat Lhntlfﬂmlobhylltdldn‘tmacrmmmluss
m&mum.mmﬂdmuﬂuﬂchMMHﬂuu

dining room n."

I said. "Look, 1 know now, but | didn't know about all the

sleaze until recently.”

“What would you had done if you had known before?”

“I'd have written my
(By arrangement with
UNB)

essman.”
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