Water Quality

Tap water supplied by the Water and Sewerage
Authority (WASA) must be chlorinated before it is
pumped out into the distribution system. A collab-
orative test conducted by different organisations,
including the Water and Sewerage Authority
(WASA) to determine the quality of supplied water
| has revealed that the points where water is sup-
posed to be disinfected either witnessed neglect of
duty or improper handling. Five out of six city
pumps tested were found not to have used any dis-
infectant and samples from six points out of a total
12 were found to have contained bacteria.

This wilful negligence has no excuse- particu-
larly when considered in the context of overall
management of water and sewerage by the WASA.
. Forty to fortyfive per cent population of the city do
not get water supplied by the utility body and to
make the matter even worse about 60 per cent of
those who enjoy the benefit do so illegally
through unauthorised connections, depriving the
government of a substantial amount of revenue.
Now this alarming development comes as a last
straw on the camel's back.

Sometimes mechanical and systemic failures or
faults can be responsible for poor quality of ser-
vice. But in this age that too gets detected before
major damage is done to the consumers — in this
case to their health. How can one explain the con-
duct of the authority concerned when untreated or
unchlorinated water is supplied day after day
without informing the consumers beforehand?
When a utility body such as the WASA can be so in-
different to public health, we have reasons for se-
rious soul-searching. Just imagine what would
have happened in countries where people take such
authorities to court for the slightest of irresponsi-
bility or negligence of duty.

The lapses of the past should not hold it back
from devising its next course of action. The WASA
has a duty to inform the public about how long it
will continue to supply water without disinfection.
Then in consultation with the Public Health De-
partment and other competent bodies it must let
the affected people know what measures they
should adopt now to purify water and avoid falling
sick through using or drinking it.

More Rotting There

In a heroic escapade befitting cloak-and-dagger
films Advocate Salma Ali and a group from her
National Association of Women Lawyers on Tues-
day raided a city-centre brothel and rescued three
minor girls from there. We are all admiration for

layed. And we record our appreciation also of the

U student who out of sympathy for one of the girls
informed the group and himself led them to the
den. How we hope that this would initiate a regular
systematic campaign to rescue all minor girls
forced into prostitution at the brothels. But an ear-
lier such expectation was belied when a greatly
successful rescue operation mounted by women ac-
tivists in the infamous Tanbazar red-light district
of Narayanganj failed to be followed up by police
and organised social forces.

Before deciding on the raid Advocate Salma Ali
went to police, gave them the details of the situa-
tion and sought help in the operation. Police was
not greatly moved by the entreaty and said the ac-
tivists would get a lorryful of policemen near the
target area to give them a helping hand. So, with-
out police the women went into the den and
wouldn't stay there long enough to enable other
children to come out with them. And the lorry was
nowhere to be found.

The police must now make good their awful
lapse by first starting cases under women and chil-
dren repression law involving these victims, as
very rightly demanded by Salma Ali. Then they
must rescue the minor girls remaining there sell-
ing bodies for the benefit of the criminals. Police
have their own good sources to know precisely‘the
number of children being abused in Kandupatty or
Tanbazar or the hundreds of other brothels. Why
don't they act then? This is a puzzle we would want
the Home Minister to unravel. We are not asking
the police or Home Ministry to be involved in the
issue of prostitution at large which, as things are,
would lead to nowhere. But we do ask them to res-
cue children from those holes of hell. Let them
heed us and help us call ourselves civilized.

Ponchishey — the Ever New

Today is the Ponchishey Boishakh. Millions
around the world would join in celebrating the
birth anniversary of one who died 57 years ago and
still lives more meaningfully and influentially
than almost all of us who still now kick and shout
around. Karl Marx said he fears more a Philistine
than a Predator. Records say that this day this year
too would be overtaken as usual by Philistines and
the next worst species of those that haven't read a
single line of Rabindranath. This is irritating but
does not at all detract from Tagore and his contin-
uing alchemy on the societies of the Bengalee peo-
ple — in any measure.

This state could benefit rightaway from Tagore's
ideas on education, rural development and politics
meaning governance. And now that the demands
that dictates of sheer survival would force this
state into a global march towards elimination of
all inhibitory factors to human development, such
as poverty and backwardness, we shall do well to
look up our Rabindra-Rachanaboli to get our true
bearings. |

all a kind of great awakening, a cultural surge
submerging all divides of petty loyalties and con-
flicts and greedy selfishness and uniting the multi-
tude in one great human wave pressing against the
J portals of the new millennium.
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the courage and determination the group dis- | Jp byeps

The nation at the crossroad needs now most of
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N the year 1644 an
incident of far reaching

consequence took place
in the palace of the great
Mughals at Agra. A flavourite
daughter ol the reigning
emperor, Shahjehan sulffered
severe burn injury when her
clothes caught fire. In vain did
the native physicians ol great
learning and celebrity employ
their skill to elfect a cure. To
soothe the anxiety of the
sorrowing father some
courtiers advised him to “E a
physician from among the En-
glish traders in the r.‘uuntr?r‘s
Western coast. Catching at the
idea the emperor forthwith
despatched a messenger to fetch
one such practitioner lrom
Surat. The English promptly
responded to the request ol In-
dia's ruler and deputed one
Gabriel Boughton. the surgeon
of the East India Companv's
ship. the "Hopewell", to attend
the princess. The surgeon suc-
ceeded incompletely healing the
sore thus earning an unbounded
gratitude of the emperor. When
Boughton was asked to name
his own reward the paltriotic
Englishman allowed the oppor-
tunity of enriching himself to
pass and preferred to request
the emperor for allowing the
Company to trade in Bengal.
Obviously it was instantly
granted.

The Englishi were already
trading for some time in India.
During the summer of 1600
when the 'Hector’, the first ship
of the East India Company ar-
rived at Surat its dour Captain,
Hawkins, ventured into the
courl of Jehangir and was suc-
cessful in obtaining an impe-
rial firman which authorized
the Company to open trading
depots north of Bombay. Al-
though the Company's success
was impressive and a deluge of
dividends. some of them as high
as 200 per cent. came pouring
down on its shareholders. the
English traders with their
avidity for oriental wealth.
greedily lixed their eyes on Ben-
gal, the richest province of

- premature tempest ap-
pears to be precipitating
in the north-west. Its
fury and usual violent sweep
blow away the impoverished
huts of the poor and there they

languish in all worldly distress.

But they have a dream for a
better tomorrow. The unending
darkness of nights still does
kindle lights of hope and of life.
They derive these two
inspirational elements from
those who are at the helm of
affairs of the country. Their
simplistic pattern of life is
words of sympathies
from the political leadership.
However, such temporary
episodes soon recede into ob-
scurity and the glittering
promises continue to remain
unfulfilled.
Such being the historically
rim reality with the poor,
apless majority people of the
country for several decades
now, precisely over the last two,
the expressed realisation of
Sheik Hasina and her ‘fnvcm*
ment would not ordinarily
evoke much interest among
them. Still then the apparent
honesty of purpose and already
proven urge to change the lot of
the have-nots appear to have
been realistic. In her budget
Sheikh Hasina has retained a
provision of a hundred crpre
taka to assist poor farmers in
procuring necessary inputs for
augmenting production. And
besides our own scanty re-
sources, the government has
now been able to mobilize an
additional fund of over eight
hundred crore taka from Asian
Development Bank. This

amount shall be disbursed

through Bangladesh Krishi
Bank on easy term small credits
to the intending farmers.

And keeping the scandal
with fertilizer during BNP's rule
in green memory, the present
government wasted no time to
take this issue in firm grip. As a
result and in consequence of a
strong administrative and dis-
tribution system the supplies of
fertilizers to the poor farmers
have been made stable. Prices
have also been either static or
even below government rates.

In the 'education for all' by
2006, that is ten years from
now, the government has bigger
budgetary allocation. The prin-
cipal beneficiaries will again be
the children of poor families.
The mass-literacy programme
too will largely benefit the illit-

by Brig (Retd) M Abdul Hafiz

Demystifying the Myth
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it is yet to spell out speci

Mughal empire. Now with their
dreain coming true, Boughton
armed with the royal writ set
off at once to Rajmahal where
the viceroy of Bengal. Sultan
Shuja, the second son of the
emperor held his court. This
portended a period of virtual
plunder of Bengal lasting for
nearly three hundred years. In
Bengal. which had subse
(quently the first full experience
ol colonial rule in India. the
colonial government itself was
the trade and trade was the
plunder. The outright plunder
gracdually took the shape ol le-
galized exploitation with a
monstrous financial immoral-
ity and a land vevenue system
which totally ravaged once
tabulous treasureland of Bengal
and pauperized its people. Its
consequences are writ large on
the face of its people even today
subjecting their abject {ruvcrt
to contempt and ridicule bot
internally and externally.
When Shahjehan conceded
to the Englishman's request it
was absolutely innocuous and
he did it in the sheer innocence
of royal magnanimity. But by
no stretch of imagination could
he grasp what a mortal blow he
inflicted to Bengal and to its
people by his ﬂpﬁarﬂntly inno-
cent gesture. With the same in-
nocence our forefathers also
adopted various means to sal-
vage the ravaged economy ol
Bengal and its impoverished
Feﬂpﬂe at different stages of its
mistory. During the partition of
the Indian Subcontinent on
communal line Bengal's rela-
tively developed half went to
India only to become its back-
water while its worse half aptly
called a 'rural slum’' with a
Muslim majority slided further
hackward with its Pakistan ex-
perimentation. We had a rather
unsavoury experience of the
lirst flush of Indo-Bangla

warmth at the dawn of our in-
dependence which uniloriu-
nately was betrayed by later
developments.

Against this dismal back-
drop there is again an alacrity
to try afresh our luck. For the
purpose. when a conscious ef-
lort is underway to build up a
case for the country's liberal
opening to India its advocates
are not necessarily guided by
any ill motive. after all. some
ideas need to be evolved and
some action programme initi-
ated by some for the deliverance
of our hapless masses. The
have done exactly that althoug
there are snags. The advocates
of the idea are well within their
choices to see an unprecedented
bonanza in a subregional coop-
eration even without suggesting
concretely how will that be
brought about. They can also
envision a passage to prosperity
through a transnational high-
way notwithstanding its design
and direction. In their consid-
ered view there would be an
enormous revenue earning for
an aid sustained poor
Bangladesh if the country and
its maritime ports are opened to
India for transits and services.
The package. when imple-
mented would it looks. open the
sesame door of our lortune. All
these lofty and innovative ideas
for our well being must have
sprung out of the sponsors’' gen-
uine concern for our chranic
underdevelopment, backward-
ness and abysmal poverty.

But then, unlike in the past,
it is no more the rulers' pferoga-
tive. idle desire or whim: nei-
ther is it our ancestors' politics
of emotional swing either this
or that way. Today we must be
able to reckon its cost-benefit,
measure up its workability and
asses its desirability. When
dealing with the destiny of the
eople il is no more possible to

as to what is it

bypass their verdict. Any deal
to be struck with any gquarter
involving the people's fate will
have to be brought under their
close scrutiny so that they are
not subjected to deceit and foul
play as before. There is an well
orchestrated effort these days to
build up the myth of a subregion
of prosperity and its enormous
promises. It has been suitably
padded up with enough of
rhetorics — the rhetorics of an
economic globalization and a
Europe with no interior border
and also likened to the prosper-
ity zone of East Asia. It has been
adlequately wrapped up in emo-
tional rediscovery — the redis-
covery of a great cultural and
linguistic links and profound
commonality of the hopes and
aspiration among the people of
the subregion. The concept has
been described by its promoters
as an economically integrated
and interdependent subregion
in South Asia's North East and
sometimes also as South Asia's
growth triangle of East Hi-
malayan region.

Inspite of the rhetoric of
these descriptions which did
generate some hopes in public
mind in the beginning the idea
of sub-regional cooperation for
economic prosperity has now
already started to ring hollow.
Because it is yet to spell out
specifically as to what is it re-
ally upto. On the contrary, the
nmfspa{:;er reports indicate that
the sub region's cooperation
would, lor the moment, remain
confined only to the coopera-
tion in curbing insurgency and
it would not immediately take
in its purview even the much
vaunted harnessing of water re-
sources of East Himalayan
catchment area.

In absence of the specifics on
the subject there are scattered
thoughts among the experienced
observers as to what is it all

about. Although the proposed
subregion is squnsrd to be
composed o Bhutan,
Bangladesh. India's north east-
ern Etﬂl;.‘:ﬂ and Hcpal.d[nr 3}
ractica urPo«eca and in
chlihnnd F;n ia has to be the
principal actor in the whole
scheme of things. It is not just
now clear how India's North
Eastern pcrighcr}r carn Cooper-
ate with a sub regional structure
while its policies would per-
force be guided from Delhi. It
can however be gauged that it
would be an equation essen-
tially between India and
Bangladesh which is considered.
a vital link for India's north-
east while Nepal and Bhutan
are to be coopted as proxies to
lend credibility to the structure.
The guestion wunavoidably
lurks in public mind: how seri-
ous is India even about the
progress and prnspcritr of her
north eastern states — let alone
her concern, if any, for the
prosperity of her neighborin
states in the subregion? In hal
a century while India made im-
ressive progress in its heart-
and the peripheries like those
in her northeast remain as ne-
glected as ever. In the meantime
an internecine insurgency has
been raging in most of these
states to defy the authority of
Delhi with which they want to
break their tenuous link. Un-
less the prevailing unrest in
those states are contained the
conditions are hardly conge-
nial for any cooperative
progress — that too involving
other sovereign states in the re-
gion. So, India's priority is im-
mediate containment of insur-
gency in her turbulent north
east and not really to turn it
into a zone of prosperity.
Before the British exit of
1947, the sub continent was one
single political entity. Out of it
grew several more nation states

Crisis-Mongering Doesn’t Help

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed
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government anymore is fraught with at least a potent danger of destabilizing the current serene investment
climate.

erate elders in both rural and
urban areas. The government is
making all out efforts to mobi-
lize 6000 crore taka from the
World Bank. For the health sec-
tor also the government has al-
ready attached maximum im-
portance to the poor, rural pop-
ulation in particular and those
in urban areas generally. To
provide better health care to
them the government has de-
cided to recruit 1000 qualified
Doctors for the rural/thana
health centres on priority basis.

On the labour front the gov-
ernment has been giving due
attention so that the closed
mills could either be re-opened
or disposed of on payment of
the bac es, PF and gratuity
etc. for the displaced workers
new employment opportunities
at home are being created. In
this context the numerous for-
eign investors and/or their lo-
cal collaborators in the ex-

anded EPZs and exclusive in-

ustrial park of South Korea
(for whom land has already
been allocated), China, Japan
and other countries will have
huge employment possibilities
in the near future. Employment
of our skilled and unskilled
workers is also being stream-
lined at highest levels.

For the poverty alleviation
programme of the government a
comprehensive plan has been
drawn up in collaboration with
(besides the own projects of
Govt) Grameen Bank, national
and international NGOs operat-
ing in Bangladesh., banks,
donors etc. The main thrust in
the plan has been on self-em-

loyment and poor womenfolk

as been identified as the major
beneficiary. The recently con-
cluded world summit on Micro-
credit in Washington and its in-
ternational commitment to

overty alleviation of 10-crore
amilies all over the world has
added greater incentive to our
national programme. Our
Prime Minister played a very
vital role in the proceedings of
the summit earning world-wide
acclaim. In addition, our
Grameen Bank model, already
internationally lauded and
even adopted in some of the Eu-

ropean countries, received en-
thusiastic accolade from the
participants with expression of
enuine willingness to adopt
the model in their respective
countries. In the Indian capital
another international confer-
ence on Women in Democrac

was. held. Here, too, Sheik

Hasina was the Co-Chairperson |

and had the rare distinctien of
inaugurating it. Her active par-
ticipation in the total delibera-
tion of the Conference attended

a few thousand women lead-
ers from all the continents, re-
ceived universal praise and ap-
preciation.

Let alone these specific areas
of £nvert}' alleviation, health
and literacy, micro-credit,
women in democracy etc, the
overall performance of Sheikh
Hasina's government within
the brief period of only eight
months has been prolific. In the
top of the list of achievements
we have had the 30-year treaty
with India on the Ganges water
sharing issue. The ceremonial
signing of the treaty by India
and Bangladesh on 12th De-
cember, 1996 reversed instantly
the otherwise ignominious
non-challenge of Sheikh Hasi-
na's immediate past predeces-
sor to such a burning national
problem. The whole nation in
turn, nay, the whole world ex-
pressed praise for Hasina's
maiden diplomatic success.
There has been substantial
change in the hitherto stubborn
Indian attitude to her smaller
neighbour B adesh.

he shock from Sheikh
Hasina's historic success was
invariably malevolent to
Awami League's main political
adversary BNP and the Jamaat,
before even going through the
circulated text of the Treaty, we
recall, the BNP Secret Gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhiuyan
hurriedly called a press confer-
ence and gave his sharp reac-
tion against it. Jamaat's Abbas
Ali Khan (in a separate en-
counter with journalists) had
sarcastically branded the treaty
an outcome of India's "special
love" for Awami League and not
for B adesh.

Sheikh Hasina's post elec-

tion pledge was to maintain
continuity of the established
good and friendly relations
that, by and large, Bangladesh
and India enjoyed in the past.
She promised to make im-
provement upon such relations,
And to that end she teok initia-
tives on two major issues which
her predecessor government
had actually thought of during
their time. Records show that
BNP government had started a
dialogue with its Indian coun-
terpart on the issue of transit
on the surface. Before that India
had been (and even now) enjoy-
ing transit on water ways. On
the issue of buying power from
India the BNP government had
started formal discussion at the
personal initiative of the for-
mer Energy Minister Dr
Khondker Mosharraf Hossain.
Taking cue from records in this
regard the present government
simply reopened the case in the
face of acute power shortage in
the country. But, on all these is-
sues BNP has been vehemently
protesting being totally and de-

liberately forgetful of its own
initiatives in the past. On the
contrary, BNP has discovered
something 'fishy' in the propo-
sitions now and is dishing out
contentious stories against the
government. Opposition for op-
osition's sake has been its
avourite pastime as usual.

In the foreign investment
sector the present government
re-organized the Board of In-
vestment to make it stronger.
Following such imperative re-
organisation the government
removed all incongruous for-
malities which were hitter tg
blocking the potential in-
vestors to come forward. Con-
sequently, the total climate has
been freed from all the impedi-
ments of bureaucratic shackles
making such investments eas-
ier. For higﬁer local invest-
ments by the potential en-
trepreneurs in the private sec-
tor the government has recently
announced a "no question ma-
trix" for all those interested and
holding huge uninvested so
called 'black money' with 'no
tax' provision. It is hoped such”
open and unstinted dispensa-

tion will find considerable re-
sponse in no time.

Besides, the government has
expressed its willingness to em-
brace private-sector invest-
ments in alﬂ c;:nc:ivabll: f:;:&
tors, ticularly in
tclecnpnal:rnunicat{un. mf in-
terest has already been evinced
b{v private enterprises in sup-
plementing pub
vestments in all these areas.
The aviation sector has also
been opened to private sector
for operation within the coun-
try. At least one private com-
pany has already been provid-
ing its own air service to the
people connecting a number of
cities and towns. Some more
are coming in the near future.
The absolute mnnnBol}r which
was being enjoyed by a 3lnglle
private company in mobile
telephone communication, said
to be patronized by BNP, has
been broken by the t gov-
ernment to make it more demo-
cratic. Three more private com-
panies have already been ap-
pointed though public tenders
to reach the services at cheaper
cost to the intending sub-
scribers. Rural telecom services
are also being provided by a few
private companies through
their own network. Added to-

ther, all these investments by
oreign investors exclusively or
in joint-ventures with local en-
trepreneurs and those of their
own in the private sector now
have created or are creating
sizeable employment opportu-
nities to myriads of unem-
loyed youths in the country.

e whole nation is now gen-
uinely poised to make a bigger

thrust for a large scale eco- -

nomic development. All it
needs now is absolute social
and political stability.

Against such a desirable
backdrop the blustering of BNP
leadership on some pretext or
the other is lamentable. Begum
Zia's hysteric declaration in a
public mee at Feni not to ex-
tend any cooperation to the pre-
sent government anymore is
fraught with at least a potent
danger of destabilizing the cur-
rent serene investment climate.
Though she was good enough to

‘efforts and resultant

sector irn- ' ' so' far achieved

during the subsequent years.
can guarantiee that there
would not be more number of

nation states in the in
future? There were Mru
dozens of member states when
the United Nations started its

Wﬂﬂthﬁmmﬂ’w’m'ld
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. In less than half a century
their number rose to two
hundred. Who can stop the
march of the history which is
propelled by its own dynamics?
Amidst militant assertion of
sub national identity all over
the world the pluralistic large
polities are obviously under
threat. Not only a disintegrated
Soviet Union is a case in point.
even in the Balkans and Cen-
tral Europe where the national-
ity questions were apparently

sellled after series ol devastat-
ing wars including two great
wars of global proportion. the
question is reopened with sur-
prising ferocity redrawing the
political map ol the regions. So
just now India's only interest is
sirategic whether it is the ques-
tion of a sub region or that of
obtaining a transit right
through Bangladesh or an
Asian highway entering
Bangladesh from India and re-
entering India irom Bangladesh
thus making it an ideal conduit
for strategic supplies. even
though the whole process may
enrich the pr?rqoud subregion
to an extent. The thrust of the
exercise is io hold back the
freedom loving ethnic and
tribal groups ol the northeast as
long as possible. Who can know
better than India the potency of
such liberating lorces either at
national or sub national level!

Obviously India would like
to have more than one contin-
gencies Lo save the situation in
an area part of which is also
claimed by China. Should
Bangladesh entangle hersell in
the complex cobweb of intra
state conllicts. Should we after
all burn our fingers in the fur-
nace of the notorious triangle of
little wars'. We can not allord
to falter in making our choice.

say in the same breath that she
didn't intend to go for such
movement as would discourage
the foreign investors, she did
not realize for a moment that
her statement of non-coo -
tion was eno to create doubt
in them. Re-emergence of such
an unwholesome crisis would
be greatest dis-service to the
whole nation and its unem-
ployed teeming millions. How-
ever, whether or not she under-
stood that in spite of her nega-
tive declaration there was too a
positive feature. Unkn

she had acknowledged the great
big success
by her political
adversaries in the present gov-
ernment in attracting large
scale investments from abroad.
It is though a subtle deduc-
tion, the ple of the coun
or, for that matter, the huge un-
employed population 1 be
able to take note of it.

The natural apprehension of

a "gathering storm"” (in Winston
Churchill's expression prior to
the 2nd World War] expressed by
this writer at the preamble
though appears out of tune with
the otherwise redeeming status
of the situation, may yet be not
r:mtin':l¥1 preposterous. BNP
leadership is capable of undo-
ing the scenario if not with rea-
son, at least by mischiefs. Hav-
ing been unseated from power
in the last general election it is
et to overcome the resultant

rustration. The government

shall be well-advised to make
forehand adequate precaution-
ary and people-oriented mea-
sures to contain any eventual-
ity. It must also be prepared to
go for mid-term election in ex-
treme circumstances to obtain
even more thumping renewal of

popular support.

Awami Le e has been a
trend-setter of government b
consensus. Even President Bill
Clinton seemed to have been
largely inspired by such an in-
novative idea and made a

straightaway offer to some of
his Republican friends to join
his rnment for the second

termm asking for consensus en
all major national issues. Per-
haps BNP's narrow visual
aperture could not locate the
distinctive features innate in

_a;.}lchh novel :}atc iﬂf ance.
ey can only ves
for being psltu};y parochial

where greater national interest
is of secondary importance.
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parliamentarians

Sir, We understand a BNFP
law maker proposed a bill
known as "Parliament Member
Special Provision Law" to in-
crease the power of the mem-
bers of the parliament. It is an
irony of fate for the people of
Bangladesh that at last the MPs
are set to acquire power disre-
garding the norms of parlia-
mentary ethics prevalent in
parliamentary form of gov-
ernment in the world. The MPs
are sent to the Parliament to be
spokesmen of the constituency
and to make laws for the wel-
fare of the people and not to be-
come administrators. We have
witnessed the parliamentary
Ernceedin s on the TV where

ardly 100 MPs are seen in the
Parliament during sessions.
Why should majority of the
MPs remain absent? If they be-
come administrators they will
hardly be seen in the Parlia-
ment during sessions. The par-
liament will be meaningless.
then.

When the government is try-
ing to attract industrialists to
invest, then why in a free econ-

omy an MP's permission will be
required to set up an industry in
his/her constituency? Is it nol a
step to block investments?

Again, when a mnatural
calamity occurs in an area in
Bangladesh, why an MFP's per-
mission is needed by the volun-
tary organisations or individ-
ual to succor relief to the vic-
tims of calamity? Can an MP
provide all relief to?

We urge the MPs to be our
spokesmen in the Parliament,

‘to speak our sorrows, suffer-

ings, to participate in debates to
enact good laws for the welfare
of the masses and raise voice
against injustice, corruption
and terrorism.

G M F Abdur Rob
New DOHS
Mohalhali, Dhaka

"Dhaka Zoo Story"

Sir, As an animal lover, I
thank Mr Morshed Ali Khan for
the "Dhaka Zoo Story" in your
April 30, 1997 issue. I hope
more such reports will be forth-
coming.

I would like to point out a
major error in Mr Khan's refer-

ence to a certain big cat. The an-
imal referred to as "cheetah” is,
in fact, a leopard.

The cheetah is a hound-
like cat native only to Africa. It
is the fastest land animal, being
able to reach speeds of up to 70
mph, The leopard is a thick-set,
much slower nocturnal animal
found both in Africa and Asia.
There are numerous other dif-
ferences between the two crea-
tures.

I think the confusion arises
from the Eagila for leopard
which is cheetah bagh.

Kaiser T Amin
House 30, Road 30
Gulshan, Dhaka

Politics — use of
- dangerous tools

Sir. The standard of politics
is going down — and certainly,
it is not improving. Dangerous
tools are being introduced and
used — for example, sabotage
[power tower). This technique
may spread to the other sectors,
harming the national economy
and infrastructure.

There are other undesirable
tools. Politics is using armed

workers. There are perhaps
lakhs (a quarter of a million or
more) unauthorised small
[irearms in unauthorised
hands, inside and outside the
political arena. What will hap-
pen if these guns start firing?
The leaders and their families
will not be safe. Violence begets
violence. Who will bell the cat?

Besides arms, there are other
dangerous precedents. Do the
labour unions wield more
power than the government?
They will, if these bodies are po-
litically patronised. It took a

Margaret Thatcher to break up
the pernicious hold of the
British labour unions. The po-
litical parties (in Bangladesh)
will become the victims of bod-
ies they patronise in the outside
zones —- the student bodies and
the labour leaders and the intel-
lectuals.

The distribution of potential
power (and influence) amongst
different power points in a so-
ciety (vertical and lateral)
should conform to national in-
terest, to minimise misuse of
power /influence.

Have the political leaders
the right to disturb the aca-
demic environment on a cam-

pus, by encouraging active par-
ticipation in party politics?
Then, when to study, and how to
complete the academic career?
Why the politicians disturb the
non-political (professional)
sectors? The politiclans are no-
torious for trying to hug all the
limelight upon themselves.
This is a distorted view of life.

Our leaders must assert their
rights and resist infiltration of
political control and indoctri-
nation. The politicians cannot
have the last word on everv oc-
casion. This is a fundamental
right. Any objections?

A Zabr
Dhaka

Crime and
punishment

Sir. Day in, day out crimes
like rape, murder, bribery,
forgery, smuggling, fraud, vio-
lation ol traffic rules. thelt.
squandering of public moneyv
and hijacking etc., are being
committed throughout the
country unabated for years to-
vether

It appears that whoever is in
power in the country whether

JP. BNP or Awami League the
majority of our ministers. MPs.
bureaucrats, Dy. Commission-
ers, SPs. union council mem-
bers and our political leaders
are not carrying out their duties
and responsibilities efficiently.

There are millions of laws,
rules and regulations and above
all the Constitution of our
country to combat crimes. Ev-
ery crime has its own punish-
ment. But what we have been
observing with great surprise
and shock are the continuation
of application of 'justice de-
layed, justice denied' and there
is hardly any punishment for
any criminal. As a result the
sufferings of the people know
no bounds and the law and or-
der in our country is deteriorat-
ing day by day.

We would request our MPs,
Ministry of Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs as well as Min-
{stry of Home Affairs to kindly
take appropriate and concrete
steps to ensure Lhat every crim-
inal must expiate his crime.
Evil to him who thinks evil

() H Kabir
6. Hare Sireet
Wari. Dhaka- 1203



