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fomorrow

The first issue of our
new-look "Rising Stars"
is coming out in 4-
colour, on Thursday, 8
May, 1997.

This 8-page tabloid-
size "Rising Stars" will be
full of fun and interest-
ing cartoons, features,
jokes, quiz etc and will
be published every
IThursdny.

Make sure you get
your copy of the "Rising
Stars" on that date
without fail.

— Editor

Over 7 lakh
to sit for
HSC exams

this year

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 7,22,215 students
under the five education boards
are going to appear in the
Higher Secondary Certificate
(HSC) examinations scheduled
to start tomorrow.

The Secretary of the Min-
is;Ev of Education told The
Daily Star last night that the
government had
essa

en all nec-
measures to ensure
atmosphere during the
examinations.

He said the government was
taking 'extra precaution' fol-

lowing widespread allegations
of lrﬁmﬁe of question papers
duﬂan the Secondary ool
Certificate examinations this
year

ng rumours of leakage
of HSC question papers, he ad-
vised the examinees not to be
misled by such rumours.

The students will appear in
the examination in about 750
centres in the five educational
boards, officials said.

Of those ap

pearing in the ex-
aminations, a total of 2,32,215

. See Page 12 Col 5

“2 BNP activists

shot dead in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 6: Two
oung men were shot dead at
atikchhari, 25 miles from

I;Ic&rﬁ Eumc tt;:rrnrists last-
i, Cce said. .

'Ihcp:iicu:nu — Tofazzal, 25.
and Azam, 23 — were identified
by the BNP as its activists.

The BNP has blamed Awami
Le e activists for the k.IJllnfs

e AL has denied the alle-
gation.

Police said, the terrorists
forcibly took them out of a hotel
at Fatikchhari and fired on
them.

None was arrested in this re-
gard so far, police said.

Ministries asked
to clear arrear

telephone bills

By Staff Correspondent

The adesh Telephone
and Telegraph Board | )
has sent notices to various min-
istries and departments to clear
their arrears of Tk 127 crore by
June 30,

The notices were issued on
April 30.

An official of a ministry yes-
terday said, the arrears are dif-
ficult to be paid as there is no
E; etary allocation to clear

Meanwhile, the BTTB sent
their bills for March to its sub-
scribers on Monday, to be paid

by Wednesday.
— Inside Today
Article

BAISHAKH
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Electricity rates up
by 5 pc from Mar 1

The rates of electricity for
all users except agricultural
pumps have been raised by five
per cent from March 1, accord-
ing to an Energy Ministry noti-
fication.

This was the second hike in
power tariff since October last
when electricity rates went up
by 10 per cent. The second rise
was scheduled to be effective
from December, last year.

The ministry's notification,
irel to be made public, was circu-
ated among different min-
istries and bodies on April 7.

The notification, however,
did not say how the consumers
would adjust their bills for
Ma:;lch, which they have already
paid. j

The increase in electricity

By Shehab Ahmed

charges was pressed by the
Asian Development Bank
which made it a condition for
releasing the sixth energy sec-
tor loarn.

The new rates are : Category
A: Domestic — a) Upto 300 units
Tk 1.85, b) 301 to 500 units Tk
3.00, ¢} BO2 to 700 units Tk 4.05,

| d)] Above 700 units Tk 5.25.

Category B: Agricultural
pumps: Uinchanged at previous
rate of Tk 1.75 per unit.

Category C: Small industries
: a) Flat rate TK 3.20, off-peak
Tk 2.45, peak hour Tk 4.65.

Category D: Non-domestic
(light and electricity) Tk 2.60.

Category E: Commercial flat
rate Tk 4.65, off-peak Tk 3.00,
peak-hour Tk 7.00.

Category F: Low tension

(general use 11 KV) flat rate Tk
3.00, off-peak Tk 2.40, peak-
hour Tk 5.65.

Category G: High tension-
DESA (132 KV) flat rate Tk 1.66.

Category G1: High tension a)
2300 hrs to 0600 hrs Tk 0.90, b)
0600 hrs to 1300 hrs Tk 1.80, c)
1300 hrs to 1700 hrs Tk 1.05. d)
1700 hrs to 2300 hrs Tk 4.55, e)
Flat rate Tk 2.10.

Category H: High tension
(general use 330 KV) a) Flat rate
Tk 2.80, b) off-peak Tk 2.30, c}
peak-hour Tk 5.40.

Category 1: (Rural Electrifi-
cation Board 33 KV) a) From
PDB to REB Tk 1.59, b} DESA to
REB Tk 1.66.

Category J: Street lights and
WASA pumps Tk 3.05.

Sporadic incidents
mark hartal in
Ctg Division

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 6: Nor-
mal life was almost paralysed
in the 11 districts of Chittagong
Division, today fu]lu“dgf a
dawn-to-dusk hartal called by
the BNP to protest 'government
failure' in arresting the killers
of two party activists in Feni.

The hartal was marked by
sporadic crackers blasts and
few incidents of violence, leav-
In% at least five people injured,
police and witnesses said.

Police said four persons were
injured in a clash during hartal
hours between two groups of
supporters of BNP and Awami
League at Boalkhali.

In Feni, a Sylhet-bound
train from Chittagong was
stopped by some unruly ac-
tivists by ‘pelting brick-bats
while its driver-was injured,
police said.

Police and Railway officials
said two local offices of Railway
near Kadamtoli in the port city
came under attack by some agi-
tated processionists as some
staff were working inside.

The attackers stormed into

the office by breaking open the
doors and forced out the staff
while some official documents
were also bumt, police said.

Besides, there was exchange
of brick-bats between two rival
%mups when a procession of

NP supporters was passing in
front of Awami League office at
Darul Fazal market during the
hartal hours, police and wit-
nesses said.

DIG of Chittagnn% Range Ab-
dur Rahim Khan told this cor-
respondent over telephone that
no major incidents of violence
had taken place today during
the hartal hours.

Meanwhile, port officials
said all operational activities
inside Chittagong port came to
a halti_.ftnday t?l the hartal. k

ices, shopping arcades,
markets and ba.ﬁﬁs '.%':r: mostly
closed during the hartal hours.

The mills and factories ai
the industrial belts suffered
production loss due to poor at-
tendance of workers.

Officials said BDR and

>ee Page 12 Col 6

Power crisis
unlikely to
ease before

May 10

Energy Minister Muhammad
Noor Uddin Khan yesterday
said the power crisis is expected
to ease significantly after May
10 when a key gas pipeline will
be opened for gas supply to
Chittagong,

Talking to UNB at his Secre- .

tariat office, he said the Ashu-
ganj-Bakhrabad gas pipeline,
which would carry surplus gas
of Titas area to the Bakhrabad
systemn, is likely to be inaugu-
rated on Saturday.

This will augment gas supply
to the Chittagong area enabling
the 210 megawatt Raozan power
plant to utilise its full capacity,
adding 110-120 MW power to
the national grid. he said.

By this time, the minister
said, 210 MW electricity will be
available from thé fifth unit of
Ashuganj power station that
experienced an explosion in its
current. transformer (CT) on
last.Saturday.

The explosion had a ‘snow-
ball effect” on the total trans-
mission network. That included
a leak in the boiler pipe of the
fifth unit of the power station
which made it inoperative since

then.
See Page 12 Col 1

'Rescheduling of bank loans

should not be encouraged'

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria y=ste a¥ said resche-
duling of b oans has now
become a "camouflage for not
repa money to the banks."

“This is a kind of playing

and not a serious way of
recovering stuck up loans,” the
finance minister said while ex-
ch views with the editors
of national dailies and weeklies
on the next annual budget at the
state guest house Padma.

Commen on a suggestion
that rescheduling facilities
should not be given more than
once or twice, he said, "I full

agree on stupplng suc
rescheduling practices.
Kibria said failure in busi-

ness "can not be rewarded by
branding them as sick indus-
tries.”

He said some unscrupulous
entrepreneurs exploit the gov-
ernment’'s incentives like tax
holiday. After enjoying the fa-
cility for five years, they de-
clare their industries 'sick’ and
set up another one to comtinue
enjoying such incentives, he
maintained.

Kibria admitted that the for-
eign aid disbursement situation
was not "good” and said "Like

By Staff Correspondent

the previous years, disburse-
ment of foreign aid is much less
than the pledge.”

Kibria claimed that he had
succeeded in keeping the cur-
rent expenditure within bud-
geta imits and that there
would be three to four per cent
growth in spending. He said the

overnment had to face an 'un-
oreseen cost’' of about Tk 400
crore as huge amount of savings
certificates were encashed dur-
ing the October-December pe-
riod.

Supplementing the finance
minister, finance secretary Dr
Akbar Ali Khan :said the addi-
tional expenditure could be ad-
justed from the Tk 440 crore
unexpected expenditure ac-
count. He also said the non-tax
revenue collection faced con-
traction as receipts from debt
servicing liability was lower
from the Tk 1150 crore target.

Kibria said he wants to 'ra-
tionalise” fertiliser price by
"withdrawing the massive sub-
sidy" from the item which is
"straining” the country's exchie-
quer. He pointed out that one
tonne of urea was being pro-
duced at Tk 5100 using sub-

sidised gas and sold at Tk 3700.
The same urea is imported at Tk
10,000 a ton. "This is difficult
for the economy to bear.”

Kibria said privatisation
programme is going on
smoothly in the textile sector
and there is no major problems
there. "We have already paid
some workers to be axed,” said
he, "Eleven mills have been
identified” and those one slated
to be privatised next year,

"But we are facing ma{sr
problems in the jute sector. We
are facing drainage of resources
in the sector. [t is impossible to
keep white elephants like the
Adamjee Jute Mills. But this is
also a sentimental issue.
Should we come out of the jute
sector totally? Shouldr we not

. keep some mills even at some

losses?"

The finance minister said
there is an "agreed decision” to
prune the activities of the na-
tionalised commercial banks
(NCBs) since the government
can not supervise such a huge
establishment.

"It is difficult to run the
banks with bureaucratic-

minded people.” he said.

Biggest ever offensive
against ULFA

GUWAHATI. May 6: Indian
troops have launched their
t ever offensive against
tri guerillas in the eastern
state of Assam, army officials
said today.
Indian soldiers laid siege to
Kabri Anglong district where at

Rao, 19 others
indicted for
bribery

NEW DELHI, May 5: Former
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao was indicted in court Tues-
day on charges of bribing four

opposition lawmakers to vote

for his t and defeat a
no-con ¢ vote four years

ago, report
The criminal

s AF
filing of
char Endecf months of pre-

trial ngs and cleared the
way for the start of a trial

Judge Ajit Bharihoke sum-
Ser Page 12 Col |

least 300 guerillas of the Na-
tional Socialist Council of Na-
aland (NSCN) and the United
iberation Front of Assam
(ULFA) were camping, an army
spokesmarn

R K Sawhney, heading the
counter-insurgency operations,
told AFP that five rebels were
killed overnight in a gunbattle.

"The firefight is still con-
tinuing and it is estimated that
there could be 300 armed rebels
in the thick forests of Kabri
Anglong.” Sawhney said.

“We have also recovered a
huge cache of arms and ammu-
nition from the guerilla hide-

Sawhney said the soldiers
were continuing the "counter-
insurgency operation”™ and

more casualties were expected,
"One soldier was wounded in the
operation,” he added.

He said the Indian troops en-
tered the district on April 27,
adding the operation was kept
secret until now.

| million

.ok Sabha told

Millions of
Bangladeshis
hive in India
illegally

NEW DELHI, May 6: About 10
foreigners, mostly
from Bangladesh, are living il-
legally in India, the Interior
Minister told Parliament to-
day, reports AP

Millions of Bangladeshis
sneaked into India through the
porous borders over the years,
Inderjit Gupta. the interior
minister said, according to
Press Trust of India news
agency. They abandoned their
'‘impoverished’ country of 130
million, looking for jobs in

neiﬂ:mmng India
. I]:vlil said it is difficult Lo
y

identify the foreigners. Few In
dtans have identity cards. In-
dia's population has crossed
950 million, according to gov-
ernmert estimates.

“ Twenty years ago, the gov-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Awami League President and Primne Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurating the two-day national council of the party at
the Outer Stadium in the city yesterday.

Al nat’l
council

begins
By Statt Correspondent

The two-day triennial na-
tional council of ihe ruling
Awami League began in tiie cap-
ital yesterday amid gdreat en-
thusiasm of the pacty council-
lors and delegates irom across

| the country.

Party chief and Prime Mins
ister Sheikh Hasina formally
inaugurated the council at the
Outer Stadium by hoisting the
National Flag while the Na-
tional Anthem was being
played. She also released pi-
geons and balloons. She was
given a warm welcome when
she reached the venue.

Climbing on the podium,
Hasina garlanded a big portrait
of Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
maii. She herself conduceted the
opening session which started
with recitalions from the Holy
Quiar, the Geeta, the Bible and
the Tripitak.

-‘The Outer Stadium and its -

surrounding areas were colour-
fully decorated to hold the
much-awaited council of the
ruling party, the schedule for
which-was changed four times.
A huge pandal was erecied
over the whole plavground withi
sitling arrangements for 10,000
See Page 12 Col 7

Water frsn 5 md
of 6 city pramps
contained no
ﬁl ] ﬁ E t’

By Morshed Ali Khan

Random lests of tap water in
six of the city's pump slations
have revealed that only one
station is supplﬁ'mg water
which contains the chlorine
necessary to ensure water qual-
ity, Department of Environ-
ment (DOE) sources said.

The tests were conducted re-
cently by the International
Centre for Diarrhoeal Diseases
Research, Bangladesh
(ICDDR.B), Dhaka WASA and
the DOE.

The tests were carried out on
samples from 12 points under
Banani Pump Tubewells-3. 4
and 5; Pangu Hospital WASA
Pump: Shamoly Bashabo Pump
and Shamoly Ring Road Pump
Station. Six of the samples con-
tained 'harmiul bacteria, the
test report said.

According to the test report,
waler from all the pumps, ex-
cept that of Banani Tubwell-5,
contained no disinfectant
whatsoever. Before releasing
water for consumption, WASA
must chlorinate it to make it
drinkable. Tap water should
have a maximum of 0.2 nul
ligrams of chlorine per litre ol

oee Page 12 Col 3
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Work hard to remove poverty,

‘Hasina asks partymen

Awaini League president
Sheikh Hasina vesterday said
thal the country would be freed
from the curse of hunger,
poverly and illiteracy by the
year 2020,

"We have a mission, a goal
and a dream in our march to-
wards the 21st century. Let us
translate the cherished dreams
of the Father of the Nation into
reality by this period”, Hasina
sajd while inaugurating the tri-
ennial national council of
Awarni League at the OQuter Sta-
dium in the city.

Spelling out her mission for
building a 'Sonar Bangla’
[golden Bengal) by the year
2020, she said, "the year 2020
wiil witness the birth of a new
Bengalee nationhood." The na-
tiom will celebrate the centen-
nial of the birth of Banga-

_ bandhu in the year 2020 in a

country free from pnverlg.
hunger and-ilitéracy, she said.
She called upon the leaders
and workers ol her party to
work relentlessly for the people
to accemplish the task through
a soclo-political movement
uniting all irrespective of party
profession, caste and eve.
Opening the council at 3:15
pm the AL chief made a 70-

By Staff Correspondent

minute writien speechi before a
racked audience comprising AL
eaders and workers, leaders of
other political parties and in-
vited guests including diplo-
mats, intellectuals and elite of
the city. Over 5000 party coun-
cillors and delegates and hun-
dreds of grassroots level part
leaders and workers attend
the council.

Leaders ci other parties who
attended the inaugural session
included Jatiya Party secretary
%eneral Anwar Hossain Manju,

azi Aref Ahmed and Hasanul
Haq Inu of J5SD and Mujahidul
Islam Selim, Ajoy Roy and Syed
Ali Aksad of CBP. Ncne from
BNP attended.

The AL chief described in de-
tail the "successes” of her 10-
month-old government, and
outlined the strategy for eco-
nomniic emancipation of the

people and alsc spoke about -

le for Hemocracy in the
past and "cmmgiracics" against
the interest of the country.
Referring to her party's ma-
jor policy decisions taken in
the last council and its election
pledges, Sheikh Hasina called
upon her partymen to work
hard to fulfil those. She gave
special emphasis on prevention

strugg

PR -

of terrorism and maintenance
of law and order, checking cor-
ruption and abuse of power,
tight apainst communalism,
inass awareness for spread of
education, poverty-alleviation,
empowerment of women and
enisuring children rights, pro-
tection of human rights, speedy
industrialisation and expan-
sion of trade., and ensuring
welfare of labourers

She asked party workers to
"honour peoples confidence re-
posed on the present govern-
ment.”

The party will have to work
as a bridge between the people
and the 'people’s government,
she said In this regard, Hasina
quoted Bangabandhu *it's easy
to go to power but. tough to re-
main in power by working for
the emancipation ol people.”

Turning to maintenance of
law ang order Sheikh Hasina
said. "From this pedium [ call

" for formation of 'Gano Commit-

tee’ [peoples’ comnmittee) at var-
ious levels with people repre-
senting all strata of life to
maintain law and order.” The
government will consider rec-
ommendations of the Gano
Committees with due Impor-
See Page 12 Col 4
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Bangabandhu murder case

Proceedings stayed
till June 10

By Staff Correspondent

The District and Sessions
Judge's court, Dhaka, yesterday
stayed the proceedings of the
Bangabandhu murder case till
June 140 in compliance with a
High Court order earlier.

District and Sessions Judge
Kazi Golam Rasul announced
the stay order following a de-
fence petition that the High
Court in its May 4 order had
stayed the proceedings of the
case for four weeks.

The sitting of the court began
at 11:50 am and ended at
around 12:25 pni.

The lawyer of accused Begum
Zobaida Rashid, subinitted be-
fore the court that a Division
Bench of High Court in an order
on May 4 had staved the pro-
ceedings of the case for four
weeks.

The Division Bench of the
High Court comprising Justice
Mahmudul Amin Chowdhury
and Justice Shah Abu Nayeem
Mominur Rahman had passed
the order upon a criminal revi-
sion petition of Zobaida Rashid
whirllft*halltngr:d the charge
framed Egjjtlht her by the Dis-
trict and Sessions Jucdge, Dhaka
on April 7.

All the five detained accused
were produced in the court and
their relatives were also present
during the proceedings. They
were: former minister of state
for information Taheruddin
Thakur and former military
officers Syed Farookur Rah-
man, Shahriar Rashid Khan,
Mohiuddin Ahmed, and Wahab
Joarder.

Zobaida Rashid, wife of ab-
sconding accused former army
officer Abdur Rashid® Khan-
daker was granted bail by the
Supreme Court earlier.

Before pronouncing the stay
order the Judge said that his
Naib-Nazir had informed him
over telephone that he had re-
ceived a copy of the order of the
High Court Division Bench.

"We are certain that the pro-
ceedings have been stayed.” the
Judge said asking both the de
fence and the prosecution to
give their suggestions for the

next date and the business of
the court.

The prosecution side sug-
gested that the court should fix
the next date for examining the
prosecution witnesses, which

See Page 12 Col 3

Gout, Opposition urged to use

JS to resolve nat'l issues

Relations between Bangla-
desh and the United States of
America [UUSA) are based on
mutual respects, outgoing UbS
ambassador David Merrill
sald yesterday at the luncheon
hosted in his honour by the
American Chamber of Com-
merce in Bangladesh (Am
Chaml], reports B55.

Held at a local hotel the lun-
cheon was attended by leading
people in trade, commerce, in-
dustry, members of the Jatlya
Sangsad and newsmen besides
members of the AmCham.

AmCham President Forrest
E Cookson presided over the
function.

Ambassador Merrill re-
called the visit of American
First Lady Mrs Clinton in 1995
and the meetings between Pres
ident Clinton and the former
and the present prime minis
ters of Bangladesh in this re-

gard

Referrin
termure the

to his three-year
S envoy said the re-

lations between the two nations
continued to strengthen, and |
leave Bangladesh confident
that our bilateral relations are
deep, strong and broad-based.’

f‘ft‘ hoped that 'the roots of
democracy in Bangladesh can
be further deepened..

While referring to the 1991
and 1996 elections. the 1JS am-
bassador said, in each case, the
opposition leader and her party
joined parliament immediately

after the polls, respecting the
popular will, putting the coun-

try before party, and added to
say "The June 1996 election saw
a record 74 per cent turnout,
with an B0 per cent amon
women voters which level o
participation surpassed that of,
US elections by a large margin "
Merrill, however, stressed
on the development of a politi-
cal culture based on mutual re-
spect between government and
opposition "that effectively uses
parliamentary institutions to
debate and resolve national is-

sues, so that the need for street
politics and strikes as means to
resolve issues does not arise.”

Emphasising on need for |

further liberalisation of eco-
nomic policies, the US ambas-
sador said with the discovery of
large reserves of natural gas,
the relative calm, and actions
to encourage foreign invest
ments have all combined to
yield a tenfold increase in US
investment in Bangladesh.

He also lauded the 1995
MOU between BGMEA, UNICEF
and the ILO to eradicate child
labour.

He stressed on the formation
of an agency to oversee the ac-
tivities of the government in re-
spect of the private sector. Infu-
sion of further government
money to the state-owned In-
dustries must immediately be
stopped, he said.

Ambassador Merrill stre-
ssed to streamline the state-
owned power generation and

Sre Page 12 Col 2

Poverty, corruption
threats to
world peace:

Khaleda

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the DR sition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
emphasised establishing peace
and understanding all over the
world to make it habitable for
the future generations. reports
BSS.

She was addressing as the
chief guest a seminar on "World
peace and understanding.’ or-
ganised by Rotary Club of Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar in the city.

Begum Zia said the existence
of the human civilisation is re-
lated to the continuation of
peace.

Lust for power. individual
high ambition and fanaticism
have caused war in different
parts of the world which is
snatching the lives of thou-
sands of people, posing a threat
to the human civilisationn, she
El!l'.jdﬂd,

Khaleda Zia said. "We are
anxious at the apparent failure
of the linited Nations in restor-
ing peace.” but expressed the
hope that the peace-loving peo-
ple would be the ultimate win-
ner.

She also described poverty,
corruption and racism as
threats to the world peace and
emphasised alleviation of
poverty.

Chaired by M Mosharaf Hos-~
sain. the seminar was also ad-
dressec! by UN Resident Coordi-
nator in Bangladesh David E
Lockwood and Shafique Ahmed
Bhuivai.

People are not
satisfied with
AL rule: Ershad

RANGPUR, May 6: Jatiya
Party Chairmnan HM Ershad at
a meeting here today said peo-
ple are losing their confidence
in the government and search-
ing for an alternative, reports

i UNB.

"We had extended our uncon-
ditional support to the Awami
League to form the government,
but the people are not satisfied
with its rule,” he told the meet-
ing held at Mithapukur College
ground.,

Ershad said "in the last gen-
eral election people rejected the
BNP for its five years of misrule
and now they are looking for an
alternative force, And that is
Jatiya Party,” he added.

‘lyhe Jg candidate from
Mithapukur constituency was
defeated in last bypolls as the
ruling party supporters cap-

See Page 12 Col 4



