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Good Decisions, But ...

The second meeting of the National Environ-
ment Committee on Sunday yielded a number of
very promising observations and decisions — all
very relevant and even of urgent nature. But one
can hardly avoid having certain misgivings about
such pronouncements on this vitally important
aspect of the physical existence of this nation.
When was the first meeting held? In January, 1993.
The present wholly unacceptable environment-
management situation warrants that the commit-
tee meet oftener than every four months. Misgiving
number two was expressed by the Prime Minister
herself during the meeting. She said some impor-
tant decisions were taken in the 1993 meeting and
these were never implemented.

Black smoke is increasingly cutting out sunlight
from the sky of Dhaka and filling the chests of the
eight million Dhaka residents. Not one of the tens
of thousands of motor vehicles plying the capital's
streets has been effectively deterred from perpe-
trating the crime. Trug, a 50 taka fine can hardly
do that. But how many have actually been fined?
Fact number two: the use of polythene bags is in-
creasing at a geometric progression rate. The gov-
ernment has done nothing to revive and put into
effect an earlier decision to ban this.

These are facts that do not help build confidence
into the good words of committees and ministers.
We very badly need something, very urgently, too,
to build our confidence on. One of these can be for
the government to practise at home what it
preaches others to obey. Decide and proclaim that
in three months' time no government-owned or
semi-government agency-used vehicle will belch
black smoke. May be thousands of these cannot be
rectified within the stipulated time. These than
shall be under repair and shall not go on the street.

Then minibuses should be phased out as surely
as the two-stroke scooters and tempos — and as
soon and as exhaustively. It will be foolishness to
increase double-deckers without doing a thing
about minis and scooters.

The 'environment court' sounds such a promis-

ing thing. Courts mean litigation. Who will prose- |
cute whom and under what law? Can a system of
courts operate on one act only? And if the punish-
ment for falling foul of law remains at fines not
forbidding — what use will be these courts? But,
supported by appropriate enactments, these courts
can be of immense help to the government in their
fight to conserve the environment.

Some Novelty, Please

Feni had caught cold quite a while ago but it is
now Chittagong which is sneezing. BNP has called
for a dawn-to-dusk hartal today in the whole of
Chittagong divisfon catching in the web the port
' city where Mayor Mahiuddin has thrown a chal- |
' lenge . to resist it raising thereby the spectre of a
show-down. This precipitate and avoidable test of
strength bearing portents for an eye ball-to-eye
ball situation and eruptive violence is an abhor-
rent prospect and a damning indictment on our

impatient politics, chronically devoid of eco-
nomic sense and.consideration for development.
BNP's reasons for the strike call in Chittagong,
the second in the country during the last ten
months of AL rule, are the government's 'failure’ to
punish the killers in Feni and '‘its continued re-
pression on BNP workers'. Begum Zia has claimed
that in Ramgati alone 700 cases have been filed |
against her party workers. Since she is giving a |
specific number, she should be able to name them '
on a list and submit it to the home ministry under
intimation to the public. If, on verification, this is |
found to be true, then the government owes the |
public an explanation no doubt. ‘
We must repeat what we have said several times |
before that BNP's allegations of the ruling party's |
repression on its workers, including the mayhem
in Feni, ought to be taken very seriously by the !
. government and addressed in a manner that helps |
| confidence-building to ensue between the two par- |
ties. The exchanges of stock diatribes only lead to
a hardening of position. Administrative matters |
should be resolved administratively, not politi- |
cally. |
“?;: see a glimmer of hope in the assurance Begum |
Zia has given to a BGMEA delegation which sought
her help in exempting the garment factories in
Chittagong from the strike that the matter would
receive her favourable consideration in the future.
A start with the garments sector in rolling back |
the legacy of total standstill in strikes will be
highly welcome much as it would dignify opposi-
tion politics with a higher responsibility rating.

Satellite Towns

Minister for Housing and Public Works Mo-
hammad Nasim has disclosed a government plan
for satellite towns around the Dhaka city designed
to reduce population pressure and infrastructural
‘load the metropolis is hopelessly reeling under at
the moment.

When a city creaks under the deadweight of over-
population if either seeks a reprieve through an
overhead network of express-ways or by-passes or
goes underground or goes in for both.

Singapore is a case in point where the now-

tranquil surface is largely bedecked with flower
gardens around the high-rise residential blocks
while the underground is the real operational area
for mundane aftairs. These represent the latest in
innovative and modern urban management and
living conditions already extensively prevalent in
contrast to our fiddling with the idea of satellite
towns dating back to the sixties.

So, let's get on with this unfinished agenda on a
double-quick basis and have those satellite towns
in place for an early dispersal of people away from
the metropolis. Dhaka city principally should be
the work-place and the suburban belt the living
space with shuttle trains operating between the two
for convenient and cheap commutation. The pres-
sure on housing and transport will ease off in
Dhaka as its pollution level falls drastically. It
-also makes a robust economic sense in terms of
monetary savings for the city-dwellers and their
consequent investment for a better future.

Review of Bangladesh

Development, 1996

How do we get out of this vicious circle of wilful defaulters who still continue to vitiate the prospects of

HE Centre for Policy Dia-
logue (CPD) has recently
brought out the second of
its review of the economy and to
say the least, it was a good piece
of work, thoroughly well done
and deserves our heartiest con-
atulations. There will be dif-
erences of opinion, no doubt,
but sincerity is the hallmark of
the report and in spite of dis-
agreements, the usefulness of
the report cannot be questioned
at all.

The Review of the past year
has raised the basic question at
the outset — or stagna-
tion? Last week I wrote why the
economy is not moving in the
sense that the desirable speed
could not be achieved thus far.
After almost one year of the
new government, the signs of
rejuvenation — like rainbows
up on the rainy sky are not
firmly visible to the millions
who voted Awami League to

ower. Also, the expectations
g'nm the party is also relatively
high — particularly to the ma-
jority who are neutral. This is a
fact which is not easily appre-
ciated. But like it or not, it is
true, | sincerely believe in it.
The vital changes to the na-
tional economy can be brought
about by the party whose roots
are almost half a century old. It
can be brought about by the
only party where the second
generation leaders have taken
over. Who else can ever do it?

The review raised the ques-
tion of growth or stagnation.
Perhaps it was not the purpose
to proceed further from there. It
may therefore be appropriate to
raise certain issues which
would lead to a more direct an-
swer to the basic question of the
review exercise,

The review emphasised the
need for resuscitation of the
large number of sick industries.
But some of them are sick for
such a long time that the illness
is terminal and they should bet-
ter be dead instead of being kept
alive through waste of public
revenue. A bold new approach
is necessary. It is not relevant
to follow the past trends. Our
development approach might be
different — unique to our own
situation where past practices
only indicate that those should
be avoided. The review men-
tioned that the beneficial im-
pact of imported capital goods
in terms of expanded manufac-
turing capacity could not be iso-
lated, perhaps because it is too

- early. However the prophetic

pronouncement of an impend-

industrial th ? This is the issue.

ing disaster in terms of the

emergence of a new cluster of

ﬁlﬁnk industries does not help ei-
er.

There is basically
wrong with the t loan fi-

c nﬁ of industrial projects.
'rl!ﬁ::l gerieral perception is that
‘the actual equity funding tends
to be zero. Cost of im ma-
chinery, equipment and other
related items purchased out of
the loan component of projects
are deliberately inflated and
funds are later on ploughed
back as equity and sometimes, a
part thereof constitute a net
cash return to the beneficiary.
As a result, the debt burden is so
heavy that they cannot be re-
paid and it was not unknown to
the borrower from the very be-
ginning. Plain and simple, the
investment practices are most
unsound.

No realistic or truthful ap-
praisal is carried out. The in-
evitable result will always be
sick industries.

How do we get out of this vi-
cious circle of willful defaulters

industrial policy.

In this context, the sugges-
tion to set up a new Commission
to review the comparative per-
formance of SOEs and former

SOEs, now privatised, is en-
tirely out of . Any industry
once set up is not su to

run in uity. If it is found
more Ern table to close down
an stry and construct resi-
dential houses — the owner
should be at liberty to do so.
Both entry and exit should be a
normal affair 'in any market
economy. The bold new indus-
trial policy should ensure that
there are very many more new
industries coming on stream —
after into account those
which are being closed down.
This is the process of restruc-
turing, we must te.

The review has very rightly
pointed out "the issue of in-
vestments designed to service
our RMG s thus remains a
central theme of our prospec-
tive industrialisation strategy
and our export programimne.
First should come the massive

Window on Asia

o

who still continue to vitiate the

rospects of industrial h?
ghis is the key issue. A way out
may be to set up a factory devel-
opment company which will
construct factory buildings
with all utilities included and
rent them out like any residen-
tial building, Standard sets of
machinery and equipment will
be bought and also leased out.
The most im[%:rtant thing is
that there will be no payment in
cash which tends to be leaked
out. Under such a situation,
only real entrepreneurs will
come forward.

Perhaps a good beginning
can be made by leasing out the
existing loss-ridden govern-
ment industrial enterprises or
privatise them outright against
cash payments once for all. The
review has suggested in favour
of %ﬂn a new lease of life to
SOEs which is against the phi-
losophy of the new market
economy. The government has
no longer any business to be in
business and sooner it gets out
of the manufacturing sector —
the better for the proposed new

= —

investment for yarn and fabric
manufacture, followed by new
generation of export industries
in the area of consumer elec-
tronics, leather and silk prod-
ucts, gem processing, so t‘lt:_nga
and computer software.” e
types of industries are well
identified. The design of these
factory buildings and required
machin and equipment are
also fairly well standardised. In
addition, internationally well
reputed firms can be engaged to
assist in such a standardisation
process.

There after, the proposed
factory development and large-
scale leasing companies can
take over as the main promoter
of industrialisation pro-

amme where the purpose will

to support the genuine indus-
trialists only. Since there will
be no immediate cash involved
to bolster private accounts, the
spurious cash hounds are not
likely to sniff around and dis-
tort the programme.

The industrial programme is
the key to our salvation. The
much sought-after 7 per cent

-

Believe in yourself!

Sir, It is my deep conviction
that to succeed in life, you first
have to believe in yourselfl In
our country. there is certainly a
lack of this basic virtue. We cite
honesty or truthfulness as one
of the very innate qualities if
we are to go forward in life. This
is a theoretical assumption.
Practical life is not ruled by
this quality.

Nevertheless, we should in-
corporate the use of honesty in
our daily life. My opinion is
that a person can never be hon-
est wholeheartedly if he or she
does not believe in himself or
herself first. We have to realise
our worth first, in order to be
able to condemn or praise an-
other's worth.

The point I am trying to
make here is the sorry state of
our country — its inconfident,
corrupt people, its weak gov-
ernment structure, its dirty,
dishonest politics, its very false
projection of itself both at
home and abroad. By being dis
honest about these facts, we are
deceiving ourselves. It is about
time that we faced up to the
truth and started from a good
note, where our primary con-
cern will be to believe in our-
selves! ' '

Farzana Yasmin Mannan
Shambazar, Dhaka. -

Allegation of
opposition party

Sir, Though it is a fact that
during '72-75 period, the then
ruling party by using their var-
ious pet forces has killed thou-
sands of opposition political
‘activists to mum voice of
protests, but this allegation was
never been substantiate with
proof save some books like
‘Bangladesh: The Era of Sk.
Mujibur Rahman', 'Itihasher
Kathgaral Awami League." and
'Kathamalar Rajniti' those de-
picted a few incidents of those
dreadful days, as a result the
party accused has denied the
allegations saying that it was a
propaganda against them to
undermine their image in the
eyes of the people.

However, the in ques-
tion never denied the fact that
they had banned all political
parties and newspapers because
there are proof in this regard.
Now allegations are being made
by the opposition BNP that
thousands of its activists are

 harassed and more than hun-
' dred activists has been killed
- during
- this government. The leaders of
: the opposition have not pro-

the mine-month rule of

duced any %Vrmf thereof before

the people. We feel that proper
record of the misdeeds' if any, of
the ruling should be kept
and be produced before us in due
time so as to ensure that in the
event of coming of a new gov-

ernment the allegations now
being made cannot be denied by
the present ruling party pre-

senting lame excuse of want of ,

proof. '

Saokot Hossain
Green Road, Dhaka- 1205

Ban

Sir, The other day our small
office was virtually gheraoed by
a group young men who politely
asked for subscription in the
name of their educational insti-
tution for some cultural func-
lion. This is a cornmon sight in
the residential and office areas,
lacing these chandawallas sev-
eral times a month.

The previous regime could
not control this menace, and
the present government appears
to be powerless, and is silent
about it. In these dangerous
times, it is risky to say '‘No' and
get away with it; as frequently,
the gang come back and

property or roughen up the peo-
e

The state has to provide se-
curity to the citizens, but the
regime is rather callous on this
issue — frequent reminders are
not issued to the law enforce-
ment agencies to curb this nui-
sance. The deterrent punish-
ment is lacking, as the name of
the regime is indirectly hinted
in an intimidating manner.
How {o deal with wayward ‘stu-
dents' who are the darlings of
the politicians? Break up this
image. :

1is seemingly 'patronising’

culture goes against the image
of the regime and has to be
firinly discouraged. Toll and
subscription collection in any
from should be BANNED by law
immediately. (as done flor
sprinkling coloured water and
fireworks).

There is no publicity cam-
paign in the mass media and
political speeches against mas-
taan-oriented chaanda collec-
tion. In fact, it was banned by
the previous regime, but the im-
plementation was not strict.
The present regime has not re-
voked that regulation. The po-
litical Jeaders are silent about
this social menace.

The recent death sentence to
a young offender for burning up
a girl to death is the right ap-
proach for the delinquents in
the society. Political anarchy
encouraged this type of law-

" lessness in the society; so now

the politicians in power have to
take the initiative to control it.

A Zabr
Dhaka
“US role in the Middle

East

Sir, Both economically and
militarily, the US is the onl
undisputed superpower on e
today. The US has, therefore, a
moral obligation to play its
part as an honest broker in all
world affairs wherever there
are any conflicts. The question,
however, is whether the US has
been discharging this moral
obligation honestly and fairly.
When Iraq invaded Kuwait a few
years ago, the US, without even
waiting for a formal UN resolu-
tion, assembled a formidable

military force in the Middle

East almost overnight in order

to right a wrong.

e world community ral-
lied round the US as its action
was considered to be for a just

cause. But what we see of the US
stand today is something com-
pletely different; and one is,
theretore, inclined to wonder
whether the US role in the pre-
sent conflict between the totally
unarmed Palestinians and fully
armed Israelis is at all morally
just and fair. While the entire
world without a single excep-
tion, including all US allies and
also all gﬁeat powers, wanted Is-
rael to halt its proposed new
Jewish settlements in the occu-
pied land in East Jerusalem, the
US alone thwarted the efforts of
the entire world although, just
only a few words from President
Clinton asking Israel to halt
the settlements or otherwise
face the loss of American aid,
would have solved the whole
conflict in no time and peace
would have again returned to
the region immediately.

Not only has the US gone
against the wishes of the whole
world, it has also gone as far as
publicly announcing that it will
ensure Israel's military superi-
ority over its Arab neighbours.
Can the present US role in the
Middle East conflict be said to
be morally right and conducive
to peace or does the US still be-
lieve in the medieval concept of
might being right?

A wm :
69 Gulshan Avenue
Dhaka-1212
BTV cricket videotape
Sir, The BTV videotape on
the various receptions to the
victorious Bangladesh cricket
tearmn on the Bangla New Year
Day in Dhaka and elsewhere
may be edited and released
commercially for sale in the
market at subsidised rate, so
that a co l{ could be acquired
even by %) e humblest home.

Also, a CD (compact disc) may
be released.

A Husnain
Dhaka

Khan A Sabur

.Sir'. Professor Muntasir

Mamun of Dhaka University
posed a question to ﬁumaiiats
of Khulna on 27th March '97:
why has the main road of
Khulna been named after Khan
A Sabur? Late Mr Sabur worked
against the Liberation War of
1971 and thus his name should
not be associated in naming
streets!

However, it reminds me that
initially Khulna was a part of
India after partition in 1947 for
three days at least while late
Khan A Sabur played a signifi-
cant role to revise the partition
resulting in Khulna as a part of
East Bengal, subsequently East
Pakistan in 1956 and
Bangladesh in 1971.

Since Muntasir Mamun is a
great historian and in the con-
text of Khan A Sabur's contribu-
tion, the people of greater

Khulna owe a lot to him as de-

tailed.

Let the learned readers focus
their opinion in respect of ac-
knowledging contributions
cited herein! . .

Mahfuzar Rahman
Bagerhat,

growth rate will continue to
remain a distant mirage unless
within the next five years we
have made massive investment
in textile first, and other
labour-intensive manufactur-

the next. It is so important
that for the next 12 months,
CPD may focus all its attention
on this matter. At the same
time, prospects for labour-in-
tensive industrialisation is
limitless and it must be done.
Where there is a will, there must
be a way for it.

On foreign investment, I
think the review had missed the
point.

In a country, where domestic
investment is lagging behind,
how can we t direct
investment I) to flow in? It
is not a question of Bangladesh
being less command-oriented
than Vietnam. We face a situa-
tion where bad investors are
driving out en eneurs
out of circulation. Secondly,
only a very few large scale in-
vestment in the energy sector
can tilt the balance and if the

overnment can finalise the

eals, such investments should
be forthcoming within a short
while and we may exceed the
volume of DFI in Vietnam in no
time. The efficiency of govern-
ment deciamn—maklr&g is criti-
cal in this respect and once the
handful of industrial leaders
are in place, other investors
from abroad are likely to follow

soor.
Since the review period, the
rospects of the Ganges-
Erahmaputra*Meghna growth
triangle has been a major de-
velopment which may substan-
tially alter the future patterns
of development. Not only that,
sub-regional cooperation might
settle the issue in favour of
owth and not stagnation of
angladesh economy. Hope-
fully, the 1997 review will pro-

The public choice theory Hes
in the g:'dcrl:lne of economics
and political science and repre-
sents an att to apply eco-
nomic tools of analysis to ex-
plain political behaviour. One
positive implication of this
theory for a two-party demo-
cratic system, as derived from
d'tht ol equilibri ﬁ

political ibrium, is t
it will pay both to take
up moderate policy positions

to each other, each seek-

to mmm:fngmall votes to t]lltg

or right spectrum. If,

for example, the right-leaning
party is tempted to move far-
ther to the right, it will gain no
new votes but will lose some
support from the centre- t.
Even if the two parties initially
choose to take two extreme po-

equilibrium since either of the
parties can gain by moving to-
wards a more moderate posi-
tion. (An analogy is two com-
peting ice-cream sellers stand-
ing together in the middle of a

}onf'b:ach.}
nfortunately, the above
prediction about competitive
party behaviour will not hold if
policy choices are misleadingly

resented in terms of two ex-

eme alternatives (which they
rarely are) so that the two par-
ties take extreme positions and
engage in divisive politics. Cre-
ating awareness amunﬁvutm
about the range of cy n],;-
tions that are available would
help remedy such a situation
since the parties will then com-
pete for votes by moving closer
to each other. But even this will
not help if party behaviour is
guided more by ideologies, emo-
tions and prejudices than by the
goal of maximising its popular-
ity among the electorate.

A parallel to the above situ-

ation may be drawn with r
to the present political debate
in Bangladesh about whether or
not to offer transit facilities to

India. Instead of conducti

sitions, this will not be an-

‘yes' or no answer, we need to
r t::‘at there is likely to
be a range of options in between
the two extremes of either meet-
ing India’s entire need for tran-
sit all at once or no
transit whatsoever. The first
option can be ruled out
because it is beyond the phﬂ
cal capacity of our existing
transport and port facilities
which are inadequate even to
meet our own domestic need. If
we are to plan for the

of our al infrastructure
in order to be able to offer tran-
sit facilities to India at a future
date, then we need to estimate
the economic returns
from the investments that will
have to be made and compare
such estimates with those for
other alternative uses of our
scarce investible resources.

On the other hand, we ma
consider offering some Hm.lta;
transit facilities for a selected
number of items to be trans-
ported through some specified
routes and(or) shipped through
the Chit ng Port. If these
items are of high value [that|is,
less bulky in relation rige),
then it may be both feaw d
economically profit
to offer such transit e——gwi
our existing infrastruc~--al la-
cilities. Much will of con) se de-
pend on what rates of tolls and
charges we can negotiate. The
transit arrangements may also
involve N and Bhutan. If,
further, such arr ments are
made for a given initial period
with no obligation for
Bangladesh either to allow ex-
tension b?lrond this period or to
expand the list of allowable
items, then it is worth debating
whether there will still be any
adverse implications for our
national security. Surely, there
is a whole range of options to be
considered. y then cannot
we have a dis onate and in-
formed public debate on the
subject?

writer is Professor of

Indian Scene: Midterm
Elections Averted

by Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury

HEN the new Indian

government headed by

prime minister Inder
Kumar Gujral won the vote of
confidence in the lower house of
parliament (Lokshabal,
Speaker of the House A P
Sangma did net ask for a
division vote but merely called
for voice-vpte which the new
government easily won. There
was no division vote because by
that time anxiety and tensions
have already subsided and the
voting was only a formality.
Since the Congress, which three
weeks ago pulled the H D Deve
Gowda government down from
power by withdrawing the
crucial support, has now come
out with fresh support to the
same United Front government
barring the earlier leader Deve
Gowda, the majority for the new
UF government led by Gujral
was already ensured. With the
combined strength of the UF of
185 members and the Congress
of 140 members, the necessary
absolute majority of 273 mem-
bers' support in the 545-mem-
ber lower house which is re-
quired to form a government
was guranteed.

There was little suspense
whether the new government
would be able to win the vote of
confidence and hence it was de-
nouement of a chapter that has
already been resolved following
hectic parleys among the politi-
cal parties concerned:

There was a necessity to find
a resolution to the exacerbating
political crisis since the coun-
try could not afford delay in
t;?l,(.ing steps for a way out to the
situation triggered by the fall of
the Gowda government. The

budget had already been placed .

and a political picture must
emerge before April 21 when the
parliament was called to meet
to discuss the budget. The stock
market in Bombay was sluggish
and the economy was also wait-
ing to see what happens in the
federal capital for a solution of
the political problems; who
wnulg come to power or if the
country was moving toward
snap elections within too short
a time from the last polls? The
anxities were at their heights
and the major players of the
political spectrum of Indtan
scene could not take much time
for presenting themselves in a
pattern that gives a settlement
to the crisis. Otherwise, presi-
dent Dr S D Sharma was at the
helm to take a decision — which
could be holding fresh polls
even if it were within a year of

. the last elections because polit-

ical parties were failing to re-
solve the imbroglio.

Pressure mounted on the po-
litical parties or the groups, and
in the prevailing circumstances
only the Congress and the UF
could come together to save the
situation since both are averse
to any kind of understanding
with the single largest party in
the lower house — the Bharatiya
Janata Party. Dr Sharma was
sending messages of impera-
tiveness for reaching a
raproachment in gquicktime
lest he had to take a decision on
his own. The Congress and the
UF which even did not feel like
talking to each other after the
UF found the Congress as
squarely responsible for the

litical crisis. But the scenario
and changed by then and time
was passing out very fast. It be-
came clear within a couple of
days that new UF government
was coming in India but it was

still unclear who would head
the government as, at least,
three names were making the
rounds in the political circles to
replace Deve Gowda as the UF
leader. Suave, scholarly and
erudite Inder Kumar Gujral,
who was contin in'the care-
taker government as the éxter-
1!ml airs mrinister, emer as
he successful contender in
reference to more talked-about

K Moopanar of the Tamil
Manila Congress. He took over
as the 12th prime minister of
India en the three-week po-
litical uncertainty. This has
saved the country from an in-
evitable midterm election
which might have been the only
option for president Dr
Sharma, even if the decision
was not desireable, had the po-
litical leaders not reached a
raproachment.

It is difficult to say if India
will still experience a sna
election after all these devel-
opments but one thing is cer-
tain that no such polls are in
the offing in the near future. It
is not a breathing time but it
could be a long period for the
political parties to rehearse for
the next polls which are nor-
mally due after four years but
could come much before that al-
though not immediately. Judg-
ing by the indications that have
come to the fore following the

formation of the government in

the light of consultations and
support, the government may
last to ensure that no snap elec-
tions is held at least before two
years. If the honeymoon con-
tinues unabated ignoring the
problems that are likely to
come up between the UF and the
Congress or within the 13-
member UF, the government's
life could be further stretched
and an optimist could predict
that the allianee would last till
the term is over. However, given
the hostilities between the UF
and the C that have been
brought under control for the
time being for fornration of the
government, problems can
arise anytime although few
would think that such problems
could be there in the near future
because both the sides would
roject themselves as ridicu-
ous in such an event.

How does the Gujral Fmr-
ernment look different from
the earlier UF government?
How differently it would per-
form than the Deve Gowda gov-
ernment? How long the
Congress and more particularly
its president Mr Sitaram Kesri
would remain content only by
extending support to a group of
political parties, itself or him-
self not coming to power? Can
the Congress support be taken
for granted or would it seek to
exploit the earliest opportunity
to form its own coalition gov-
ernment or force midterm polls
when people would forget its re-
cent adventure in which its at-
tempts to come to power proved
abortive? fwt;lmtl would be tl;e
strategy of the largest pa.rt{ n
the lower house —%E'-JP — which
is clamouring for fresh polls
even after the installation of
the new government since it
feels the development is not a |

solution
=  Here one has to remember

that the ceremonial presidency
of India can play an important
role during the crises like one
that India witnessed recently.
When India had full political
stability like during the early
two decades of its existence
"when the Congress ruled the

roost by enjoying total absolute
majority in the Lokshaba. the
presidents of the country used
to be mostly the intellectuals
with comparatively less politi-
cal identity. But gone are the
days of Dr S Radhakrishnan or

. Dr Zakir Hussain and over the

last two decades mostly politi-
cal.figures are made the presi-
dents. [tcanbccxplahadgyﬁm
fact that during the last two
decades the absolute command
of the political parties in mm
the country has diminished

hence political president's role
become more important. Zail
Singh, R Venkataraman or pre-
sent incumbent S D Sharma or
before them V V Giri or Sanjiva
Rgdd —a:illlfallglthcia nt?
0 tical presidents. A politi-
calpggurc can obviously judge
things better in political crises
that have characterised Indian
scene for last several years
when seldom a government
could complete five-year term
because of lack of majority sup-

rt, and for squabbles. P V

arasimha Rao's government
somehow worked for full term
even though it began initially
as a minority government. Dr
Sharma was clearly disturbed
over the present crisis when he
might had to take a decision
like snap polls while electorate
would have certainly not liked
such a development.

Political compulsions forced
the Congress and the UF recon-
cile their positions and reach a
solution at least for the time be-
ing. Here, the wisdom of the
president did lila]r a role and he
even went to the extent to know
from the Congress how long the
support to new UF government
would last since Congress ear-
lier withdrew support at the end
of tenth month and that too
abruptly. Sitaram Kesri whose
strategy to bring Congress to
power and materelise his own
ambition to become the prime
minister was at the back of the
decision to withdraw support to
the UF government but when
the move backfired, it looked
for a face-saving formula be-
cause fresh elections in any
case would not have favoured
Congress,

But how long the Congress
would extend support to the new

overnment? Certainly it will
ook for pulling the carpet from
under the feet of the Gujral gov-
ernment at an opportune mo-
ment but this is unlikely to be
in the near future. The BJP
cannot sit idle in this situation
and seek to keep the pot boiling
and it remains to be seen to
what extent it succeeds in its
task. Besides, the UF has con-
tradictions and many fear it
may crumble under the weight
of diversities in the long run.
The communists have said
want amendments in the budget
placed by the UF government
and its former finance minister
P Chidambram. CPM leader Dr
Ashok Mitra said the amend-
ments have to be aceepted. The
CPM is a part of the UF but is
not taking in the govern-
ment whereas CPl has minis-
ters, most notably home minis-
ter Inderjit Gupta.

In the present circumas-
tances, the new Indian govern-
ment is set to be there for quite
some time barring unforeseen
developments. It is also E}oun-
ble that Moopanar's Tamil
Manila Congress will again
join the government. The gov-
ernment may experience minor
problems but not major ones
immediately.
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