Hills Gored Again

‘The hills have been bloodied once again. Three
including a member of the law enforcing agency
were killed as a militant faction of the Shan-
tibahini launched an unexpected attack on a bor-
der outpost in the CHT in the early hours of Satur-
day. The onslaught of the tribal militants led by
the so-called Major Shamiron which came at a
time when a ceasefire was in force and the recon-
ciliatory mood was about to gain momentum fol-
lowing the resumption of repatriation, does not, in
a way, come as a surprise. History shows that
whenever any headway towards the initiation of a
process for a permanent, peaceful and just solution
of the problem in the CHT was made, forces of mil-
itant faction unfailingly appeared in their role of
agent provocateurs.

We see these deadly displays and the resultant
casualties as the unavoidable price for bypassing
hostility and giving peace a fair chance; for under-
taking a time-consuming patient initiative of re-
building trust, harmony between two communities
who do not quite share a history of togetherness.

The second major attack in the space of three
months shows that elementsgwithin the Shan-
tibahini who have been opposing the peace talks
between the government appointed National
Committee and the PCJSS from the beginning |,
have become desperate. They seem to have under-
stood that unlike the previous ones the latest peace
initiative is based on genuine bilateral urgency
and sincerity, hence much less prone to the
fragility. So, they are out to nip the efforts of rap-
prochement in the bud.

Now, we feel, is the time to take extra care to
steer clear of these sparks of provocation. Com-
munication between the two parties concerned
should be at its frequent most so that disruptive
forces cannot capture the stage and by a few
provocative actions and utterances put the peace
' initiative back, Heaven knows by how many
years.

These small sparks are essential occasions
when the character of leadership is tested. We be-
lieve there is no dearth of it on either side and
peace will continue its march in the slow but
steady manner as it had been doing before the inci-
| dent and come to full fruition before it is too late.

The Power Lesson

The nation suffered its worst power blackout on
- Saturday as a result of a transformer in the
| Ashuganj bursting out of commission at noon that

. day. The interdependence between one generation

. and distribution system and the other in our
| power sector was perhaps never better illustrated.
' Energy Minister Nooruddin Khan's observation
was a study in obviousness. It was a.mechanical
failure, machines do fa¥d at crucaal -‘times. Yewer-
collapse on this scale has happened before, the
minister said consoling perhaps ° himhself. And
Power Secretary Towlfiq Elahi Chowdhury has in

effect cleared our misgiving as to how one single |

transformer's failure can cut off almost 1200 MW
of energy by explaining about the cascading effect
of tripping turbines. These gand a myriad other ex-
planations, however, should not be good enough to
make us accept that such an accident — or acci-
dents — is huilt into the power thing and we better
be prepared for a repeat performance in twe or five
or ten years' time. In civilized societies there's is-
n't a power cessation for even a moment for
decades on end. We use the same machines, don't
we? So?

Machines have to be maintained and mod-
ernised and replaced as a matter of continual pro-
cess, These must not be allowed to approach the
bursting point. Now that this huge thing has hap-
pened — to so much cost in national production
loss and domestic suffering and dislocation, the
technical-managerial key persons would surely
network the systems in such a manner that the
bursting together of no one two or three transform-
ers can disrupt power on such a massive scale. If
imponderables cannot be wholly banished, one
can very well have arrangements to take the shock
and overcome the harm.

Every time you need a plant or some big com-
ponent of it you have to fabricate it from nil. That
should be the reason why one should not be al-
lowed to be caught unprepared in these things.
Maintain well and that includes timely overhaul
and even replacement. And have provisions at the
ready to minimise the effect of any accident that
may occur even after best of maintenance. Let us
agree that our energy people have been found want-
ing on both these counts. And let us expect that
such an eventuality will not be repeated. The les-
son of May 3, 1997 should be well-learnt.

Dear Hilsa

There can be no happier tiding for a Bengali
than comes from a BCSIR Scientist's researches
into that silver beauty, the hilsa. The hilsa is not
only paramount to the Bengalee taste, its oil cuts
at cholestercl, the chemical that helps human
blood to coagulate. This is one dread word that
haunts all that have crossed forty. Understand-
ably, cholesterol is at the root of most cases of
thrombosis, or an appointment with death.

This is not exactly an earth-shaking revelation.
This was doing the rounds for quite some time in
the medical and nutritionist circles as well as
among the layman omnivores. Oil of all sea fishes
cut down fat in the human body. The riverine fish
oil doesn't do that trick. The difference comes from
the sea fishes' feeding on planktons and other al-
gae which are not available to the denizens of the
rivers. The hilsa is a sea fish and, little wonder, its
oil should help man, especially those of advancing
years.

That is all to the good. But the hilsa offers some-
thing more. It is particularly rich in triglyceride
which is almost a poison to the human body. Does
T then cancel out the C benefits of hilsa. Or some-
thing of the good remains? Or the bad overwhelms
the good?

ese and similar other questions are, however,
futile, for hilsa, a species that used to be the most
profuse among all fishes in Bengal, has become a
rare bird accessible only to the uent.
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guarded and protected.

For establishing and maintaining a fair and just society, a properly
This needs a free and fair electoral system. In

protecting
system, all well meaning and uncorrupt people and ordinary citizens have a great responsibility:

EMOCRACY has been fa- |
cing difficulties in many
countries ally in
South Asian sub-continent.
From the last Thursday's elec-
tion outcome in Britain the
disheartened and down-and-out
democrats all over the world
have some comforts to take.
One can perhaps say a lot more.
The landslide victory of the
Labour over the Conservatives
has profound lessons for the
democrats, pseudo-democrats
and anti-democrats alike. In
the first place, without resort-
ing to violence, bloodshed, in-
timidation, electoral manipu-
lation, false voting, or vote pur-
chasing (whether with white,
black or drug money), voters
have been able to achieve what
was considered unthinkable
until a few years ago. After 18
ars of continuous rule, voters
ave been able to throw out one
party and place another in
ower according to their own
E*ec choice. This is the only de-
cent and civilised way of chang-
ing the government that hu-
manity has discovered so far.

le's Power in
Democracy

The second lesson is that

ople's power prevails in the
ong run through democratic
system if it is preserved, pro-
tected and allowed to function
properly. Even if democracy is
not allowed, it prevails throu
bloodshed and untold human
sufferings which history has
borne out. However, in the
British situation this time,
apart from huge unemployment
{which is there all over Europe
for decades now), there were all
kinds of open and implicit
charges of corruption, ineffi-
ciency, indecision and in-fights
among the Tories which have
been swept away overnight like

*in a devastating storm or

earthquake by ordinary citi-
zens' simple voting power. If
money could buy the votes, no
one could have removed the To-
ries because they are the ones
who represent the richest seg-
ment of the society. Huge con-
centration of wealth and money
became powerless against the
simple voting power of the
common folks.

In a broader perspective,
taking inte account the history
of both the developed and the
less developed countries, one
can legitimately say that this is
the way democracy vests ordi-
nary citizens with the bludgeon-
ing power to b the financial
tycoons. fascist dictators, gun-
toters, muscle welders and so-
cial scums into the heap of
dusts based on the simple prin-

" cl{lp_lg of one-man one-vote. In
the history of this country since .

1947, é:mwer-hungr}r and cor-
rupt pol

military dictaiors have been
disgracefully overthrown and
have been buried in the 1|un\k—
vard of history. No sensible his-
torians can dust them down and
present them as clean and re-
spectable leaders and patriots.
They are just litters of history.
Ordinary ple have won and
they have lost out. The lesson to
be drawn from these annals is
that democracy is. therefore,
the worst enemy of all such cat-

. egories of people of any society,

rich or poor and east or west.
But people will have to be vigi-
lant against any tyranny and

. 1996, All co
iticians, autocrats and "’ mpl

electoral machinations of such
kinds of le especially those
who to on to power by
using force of one kind or an-
other.

Dignified Entry and Exit
In the third place, in a prop-
erly functioning democratic
. when the voters' choice
is revealed through the elec-
toral outcome, the winnes en-
ters into, and the loser exits
from, the office without an
rancour or bitterness
each other. At this moment. the
loser congratulates the winner
and the winner compliments
the loser tll-.lk'l a decg;:ﬂ lcli'led
sportsman like t. -
cency requires that both sides
accept the verdict of the Elec-
tion Commission, who are sup-
posed to be strictly neutral, and
assume their ve roles in
parliament in a constructive
manner. Further, the opposi-
tion gives the Incoming tﬁw-
ernment a period of three
months, known as democratic
honeymoon, to comfortably
settle down in and
to run the administration. It is
after this period that the oppo-
sition s to critically exam-
ine and censure, if necessary,
the activities of the government
for the benefit of the country
and for the enlightenment of

environment in the country
which is essential for economic
development, they will have to
cultivate and pr the basic '
mmmw nfu“ of tolerance,
accepta people’s verdict,
mutu:_l trust, nmdn'lﬂuﬂ I::-eht
use of their -
haviour, and hﬂ:;‘umm of coop-
eration between the &w:rﬂ*

ment and the opposition. in
the

to what they say and say what

thetwo will only deetroy peo:
o

's trust in them whlcmh will

in ::ippoultin-n cannot be right
while in position and vice
versa. Doing this will destroy
the integrity of the leaders’
commitments to various na-
tional issues.

Similarly, anything that
was l;lfht while in power (e.g.
eternal flame) cannot be wrong
(e.g. "fire worship”) while in op-
position. To assert it to be so
would mean irresponsible ut-
terance un of leaders.
So is the case with the electoral
pledges. If parties promised

HINSIGHTE

by
Kabir U Ahmad

the citizens about the govern-
ment performances. It is the
duty of the opposition and it
owes it to the country.

Need for Democratic

Values

But, unfortunately, the polit-
ical culture that has developed
in this country is one of mili-
tant rejection of outcome of the
election, raising all kinds of
allegations about (subtle or
‘crude} vote ri may be with
or without evidence, and vehe-
mently opposing the govern-
ment from the first day of its
ass power. Decency, deco-
rum, tolerance and dignified
behaviour in and out of parlia-
ment which are the hallmarks
of democracy, are totally ig-
nored. These traits of behaviour
have become common with the
leaderships of both the major
parties since the.election of
1991 which was acclaimed, by
and large, as fair by all na-
tipnal and international -ob-,
servers. So was the election
laints should |
have been lodged formally in
the appropriate court for
judgement. )

However, such behaviour
seems to reflect inherent mis-
trust, belligerency and deep-
seated hatred of one party
against the other. Since all ex-
ternalized actions cf 4 person is
a reflection oi one's attitude
which springs from one's val-
ues, the actions of leaders of
both the major parties are
springinf from undemocratic
values. If the leaderships of
these parties are interested in
providing a less confronta-
tional and unstable political

_ something before the election,

they should implement it once
they are in power; if, however,
after new information and
knowledge, they find it gen-
uinely unfeasible, then they
should explain it and apnloqne
to the people for their earlier

tion. Otherwise, voters will
ose confidence in political
leaders as well as in whole
electoral process to the detri-
ment of the democratic system.
One party's activists gun-
toters cannot be left loose while
other party's activists and gun-
toters are caught and sed.
Arresting leaders or workers of
the opposition without valid
charges or shooting at the sup-
porters of opposition in or out
of public meetings will show the

party in power to be vindictive
which destroy the integrity
and neutrality of the operation

of laws of the land. This will
weaken the legal system and
will establish the party in
power :as pppressive party. It
may promote  militant. con-
frontations between parties to
the detriment of democracy and
the entire socio-economic fab-
ric of the country. If this hap-
pens, then all the talks of de-
velopment, poverty alleviation
and encouragement to foreign
direct investment will sound
hollow and hypocritical.

The party in power has a
special = responsibility in get-
ting the support of the opposi-
tion on some vital national is-
sues. A hateful and belligerent
attitude to the opposition will
not be conducive to getting such
critical support. At the same
time, the opposition has to be-

‘have as an alternative futur@t

government with dignity and

responsibility and cannot call
upmthtﬂtv{lmmutu

legally established governmen-
t's orders. Both must
come to an t about

agreemen
keeping the civil administra-
tion above san politics and
punish those who take part in
san politics while in the
civil administration. Other-

wise, no government will be
able to function in fu-
ture. Civil service must be
implemented irrespective of

party tions.
'E:undreh" and
"Rascals" in Politics

It was George Bernard Shaw
who said that politics is the
refuge of scoundrels, and The
Economist, April 26-May 2,
1997, has observed that election
kicks out one set of rascals to
give rtunities to another
set. This writer however takes a
somewhat different view of pol-
itics and politicians. Politics
no doubt attracts scoundrels
a?d rascals who hawhnu ac“nli;-
ples in aggrandising their -
gar self-interests at the
of the national interests, but it
also attracts many idealists
and honest people because they
realise that it is through politi-
cal decisions at the highest
level that many urgently needed
changes in the society can be
brought about for the welfare of
ordinary citizens of the coun-

. The constantly changing
soclo-political and economic
conditions of a society need re-
forms which have to be brought
about at the highest political
level.

However, the bottomline of
all that has been said above is
that for establishing and main-
taining a fair and just society, a
properly functioning demo-
cratic system must be guarded
and protected. This needs a free
and fair electoral system. In
protecting and maintaining
such a system, all well me
and uncorrupt people and ordi-

citizens have a great re-
sponsibility: They should be
su l aﬁhe good ig sincere

e in arties 0 '
mﬂiblﬂ scﬂziaﬂy bﬂ}rcut?ﬁ?lee
corrupt and the "rascals" in
politics and everywhere, and
maintain a constant vigilance
on the actions of both the gov-
ernment and the opposition
parties by making them ac-
countable for all their actions
and statements on all plat-
forms — public and private.
Combat in peaceful manner all
terrorism, violence, illegalities
and political manipulations
especially on electoral system.
That way, a new sense of
awareness and vigilafice can be
promoted among: the ordinary

citizens and a sense of account-

ability among the politicians.

People's power will have to
be restored, promoted and pro-
tected. Ordinary Penple have
been fooled for too long by those
who could wield power of one
kind or another and let not
anyone fool them any more, Let
the corrupt people be in social
disgrace permanently and the
good ones, wherever they are,
come to play the constructive
roles in all spheres of the soci-
ety. Let politics be clean and
fair first, then the cleansing of
dirt and filth from every other
walks of life will follow auto-
matically.

Work Abstention at

Festival Time

by ASM Nurunnabi

wWHY PoN'T You

SPEND

EATENDED HOLIPAYS LiKE

THOSE MUGGERS IN PESA
: Ok TITAS ?

Dhaka city seems to fall un-
der a spell of work abstention
mainly on occaslons of big reli-
%inus festivals. In the cases of

ig festivals, the spell continues
for quite sometime, say less
than a week. Shorter durations
of such work abstentions for
one reason or another are also
considered as part of this cul-
ture.

This characteristic feature
of metropolitan life is widely in
evidence for any city dweller
who chooses to stay back in the
city without becoming part of
the mass exodus which takes
place on the eve of the festivals.

During the spell of work ab-
stention, primarily due to the
mass exodus of a large number
of the city dwellers, a dramatic
change takes place in the whole
urban panorama. It is as if a
magician, by exercise of his
magical powers, throws the city
life into a stupor. The once
bustling city centres, throbbing
with intense activity and en-
ergy in diverse fields lose much
of their hectic pace; most sho
and commercial establish-
ments keep their shutters down.

Except for limited movements .

of men vehicles, the main ci
roads look somewhat desert
with the disappearance of the
jostling crowds and horrendous
traffic jams which used to be-
devil the daily life of the citizens.
Such a departure from the
normal pattern of city life
proves so attractive to one,
normally osed to the furor
of civic life that one feels like
attempting to experience a dose
of unusual peace and tranquil-
lity of the city environment at
this time. This is possible if one
takes a solitary ride on a rick-
shaw, through the previously
congested roads like, for exam

ples, the ur Road, Elephant
Road, Shahbag Avenue, Top-
khana Road, North-South Road
etc.
This picture is, of course, a
transitory one, sta only for
a day or two after the end of the
Eid holidays. The city life is re-
activated gradually as more
shops open, more vehicles ply
on the roads and the city
dwellers after enjoying their
holidays in their respective vil-
lage homes trickle back to the
city.

Some may feel that most city
dwellers take a relatively lon
time to resume their norma
activities after enjoying the
holidays following the big fes-
tivals. Whatever be the sub-
stance of this feeling, the real-
ity of the situation is that a vast
majority of city dwellers are
village-based. Having had their
roots in the villages, people en-
gaged in various occupations in
the city, make a bee-line in
large numbers for their village
homes, resulting in temporary
abstention from their work.

In this context, the culture of
work abstention, as some call
it, is considered undesirable in
some quarters in view of our
pressing need for accelerating
the pace of our development ac-
tivities in all spheres. But, as
observers point out, there is a
positive aspect to this phe-
nomenon. The deserted city
roads and the stalled business
activities of the city dwellers
are soon enlivened with people
returning from their villages
imbued with renewed zest and
enthusiasm. From this angle,
the so-called culture of work
abstention, which is transi-
tory in nature, has a great
socio-economic significance
for the city dwellers.

Letters for

publication m these columns should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.

Hide prospect, seek
politics?

Sir, Both the major political

arties seem to be playing a
Eidﬂ-and-seek game. They are
acting as untouchable. The
communication gap is extreine.
They are speaking from differ-
ent planies. There is no level or
plain platform. The citizens do
not know how to advise them.

The political leaders have to
find a political solution, for the
sake of the nation, instead of
bringing the compliments to
the public. It is not a question of
public support, but of political
understanding. That's why we
have leaders. They should show
statesmanship.

The country is losing valu-
able time. The people are tired
of waiting. Smaller minds have
less patience. How long the sta-
tus quo will continue? The peo-
ple demand an answer.

A Zabr
Dhaka

Safe custody

Sir. | wrote to you in May
1996 concerning the rape of a
14-year-old girl by police offi-
cers. Since then there have been
more reports of rapes by police
officers. particularly directed at
young girls in their custody. It
is shocking to think that this
brutality continues even though
the public is aware of it happen-

_ing. 1 believe many people in

Bangladesh are afraid to speak
oul against it for fear of arrest.
threats or abuse.

A 16-year-old girl named
Sheema was detained and then
gangraped by police officers.
Jhis occurred in Chittagong.
Sheema died from a severe ill-
ness on February 12th, 1997 af-
ter being transferred to hospi-
tal from "safe custody" at Chit-
tagong District Jail.

The police officers respon-
sible should be brought to jus-
tice. Children in Bangladesh

need to grow up in a safe envi-
ronment.

Sve Townsend
Norway

I1l desire in the name

of merriment

Sir, What happened on the
9th April last in nothing but a
horrible and shameful event af-
ter Bangladesh cricket team
qualified for the World Cup''99.

The enjoyment became
painful and a matter of shame.

‘No doubt that the physical ha-

rassment and insult to the girls
and women by some young peo-
ple were totally intentional.

There roguish people coms-
mitted an unpardonable crime.
They used the opportunity to
fulfill their ill desire. How per-
verted they are! I am doubtful
whether at all humans. These
uncivilised, roguish people
?};de be — and must be — puri-
ied.

Asjadul Kibria :
Gabtali, North Masdair
Narayanganj-1400

' Hold a referendum

Sir, Following the signing of
historic 30-year Ganges water
treaty between Bangladesh and
India in December 1996, some
of our Awami League leaders
claimed victory for their effi-
ciency in diplomacy, made ec-
stasy of delight and out-burst of
joy for the bountiful of the
Gan%es water they had been suc-
cessful in bringing it from New
Delhi after long 20 years.

But before the holy ink on
the monumental signatures of
Hasina and Gowda could dry we
found the water level in our
river Padma at Rajshahi,
Hardinge Bridge and other
places drastically dipping day
by day. Why has the Ganges wa-
ter gone dry? Where has the
Ganges water gone?

goes out of power in Dhaka, In-
dia would never abandon its
strategy and manoeuvres for
supremacy and hegemony in
South Asia,

New Delhi made duplicity
with our Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in the name of trial
operation of Farakka Barrage
and now she has deceived his
daughter Sheikh Hasina.

New Delhi took over our ter-
ritory of Berubari by chicanery
and she refused to hand over to
us their territory of Tinbigha
in exchange. India also force-
fully occupied our territory of
Talpatty. Smuggled goods and
commodities of India have
flooded our markets. The huge
trade imbalance between India
and Bangladesh is fracturin
the backbone of our nationa
economy and millions of our
people are being reduced to
penury.

Under such circumstances,
how can we allow road transit
and Chitlagong Porl facilities
to New Delhi to carry Indian
goods, commodities and pas-
sengers [rom West Bengal to
seven north-eastern states of
India, divert the Asian High-
way route from Cox's Bazar to
Tamabil, Sylhet, import elec-
tricity from India, agree to sub-
regional grouping with Indian
states?

We sincerely believe from
the core of our hearts and we
urFe our government and all
political parties, and all con-
cerned to hold a referendum in
the country on the issues like
Bangladesh's joining sub-re-
gional grouping, change to
Asian Highway route, import of
electricity from India, and
grant of transit and Chittagong
Port facilities to India in the
greater interest of national
unity, integrity and peace in the
country.

We strongly believe that the

will of the people should always
prevail,

O H Kabir
Wari. Dhaka-1203

Food adulteration

Sir, The Public Health Labo-
ratory of the Institute of Public

found adulterated [Star March
24, '97). However, the news item
does not mention the names of
the adulterated food items. How
many food items were tested?
What was the result?

If the IPH is looking after the
Public Health, then, in all fair-
ness the results of the food
testings should be published by
the IPH so that the citizens are
aware of these adulteration.
IPH cannot stop the adulter-
ation but they can effectively
make the public aware of their
tﬁgﬁ t the IPH t blish

uest the o publis
the nﬂes of the 45 adultered
products of March '97, test re-
sults of last four months and
regular monthly publication of
future tests.

LA Ahmed
Section-7
Uttara Model Town, Dhaka

Netanﬁahu's folly

Sir, On April 13, 1993,
Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Ra-
bin had a historical handshake
in Washington under the bless-
ings of President Bill Clinton,
following the grant of self-rule
of Gaza Strip.and Jericho, West
Bank. by Israel to the Pales-
tinians. Things started moving
slowly in a faltering way, set by
step but quite satisfactorily and
sinoothly since then overcom-
ing many initial snags and
hitches. Every problem that
came up in the course of imple-
mentation of self-rule and
peace process was mutually
solved without any bickering
and snag.

Even after the assassination
of Yitzhak Rabin in late 1995
when his mantle of premiership
was taken over by his deputy
premier, Shimon Peres, the
momentum and rhythm of
,im;;‘lemﬂntatinn progressed,
without any gripe. He picked up
the t:hruef:adv which was left by
late Rabin and followed the
peace process quite smoothly
and the modalities carried out
peacefully.

The cordial scenario was,
however, completely put in re-
verse gear and spanner was
thrown in the works when
Benjamin Netanyahu of Likud

abruptly took a sharp U-turn
and he upset the apple cart of
peace accord of Oslo. His stub-
bornness and intractability led
to the opening of a second en-
trance to the tunnel under the
West Wall in September, 1996,
which evoked severe protesis by
the Palestinians, resulting in
70 deaths.

His another folly, rather po-
litical snobbery, was to delay
the pull out of Hebren of Israel's
troops for about 8 months. Ul-
timately he had to pull out the
troops in Janu under arms
twisting by USA. His third and
most egregious faux pas is to
build up a Jewish settlement in

.East Jerusalem, consisting of

6500 housing complex for
30,000 Jewish settlers, It is like
Elantin% an atom bomb in the

eart of Palestine. This move
has sparked violent reaction
and serious uprising by the
Palestinians in Gaza.and West
Bank. A%ainst this back drop,
Netanyahu should roll back
this project and come to grips
with the grave consequences of
this move.

N H Sufi
17/6-c, Tajmahal Road
Mohammadur, Dhaka.

Victory of Bangladesh
Cricket team

Sir. By beating Scotland in
the semifinal of the ICC Trc}[i?.h}r.
Bangladesh Cricket team has
qualified to play in the World
Cup. It is a great honour for the
country and its people. The
whole nation prayed for the
victory and when it happened
was overjoyed. People came out
in the streets to celebrate with
processions and slogans. We
want to see these sorts ol pro-
cessions which fill the hearts
‘'with joy. not processions of agi-

tations which sometimes be-

come unruly.

But why only in the sports
sector — why don't we unitedly
iry for the prosperity of our
country in every sector so that
as a Bangladeshi we could be-
come proud?

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong.

— S————ry— - — nn-m
New Delhi leaders have once Health (IPH) has revealed that  party stepped in as premier :
again proved that no matter 49 per cent of the food items about eleven months back. The B]lllI'Bﬂf
w%m comes to power and who teste during March last was Since then, the peace process 'couture'

Sir, 1 am aware that "cou-
ture” is a relatively new term in
the fashion scene of'our coun-
try. My opinion is that this
form of dressing (hence this
term itself] should be more fa-
miliarised so that our fashion
industry can grow and bring
{nure smart clothes to the pub-
ic.

Dressing in "couture” clothes
are the exact opposite of dress-
ing in "off-the-peg” clothes.
Couture clothes are those
which have been made to mea-
sure, after several fittings;
which are in impeccable fabric
and are exclusive to the cus-
tum;sr alone. p i

more and more

are appearing on the m
scene in Dhaka, I am sure, those
of us who can appreciate the
flattery of clothes will turn to
such custom-made farm of
dressing. Popularising such
"designer” clothes will only
make it easier and sooner for
the common masses to indulge
in one or two such clothes once
in a while! :

Farzana Yasmin Mannan
Shambazar, Dhaka.

Cricket and few
thoughts

Sir. May | express some
thoughts on our recent cricket
related activities? Firstly, the
coach, officials and the pla

themselves got justified appf.u&
for the historic achievement.

But | found no honourable
mention of our wage-earners
who created a home-ground
atmosphere to Inspire the

layers.

jl:"‘t’u: other point is that the se-
lection of site for the

cricket stadium. The spot se-
lected and the size is not suit-
able and would make the al-
ready-crowded Mogbazar and
Tejgaon area more chaotic. A
more suitable spot is the south-
ern side of Bijoy Sarani (part of
old airport).

M A Hagq
Dhaka- 1205



