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Republicans for restoring

benefits for legal
US immigrants

WASHINGTON, May 3: In a
stunning turmaround, congres-
sional Republicans on Friday
agreed partially to restore fed-
eral benefits to hundreds of
thousand of legal immigrants
who faced a cutoff of aid this
summer under a new US welfare
law, reports Reuter.

A five-year balanced budget
deal worked out between Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and the Repub-
licans also funds a package of
new work initiatives ana miti-
gates some food stamps cuts in
the controversial statute,
signed only last summer

Overall the budget includes
15 billion in new welfare spend-
ing, administration officials
said, Clinton had originally
asked for about 22 billion dol-
lars

Republicans had vowed to
oppose Clinton's proposal,
which restores a large share of
the spending cuts made by the
welfare law. Under pressure
from governors and advocates
for immigrants, and eager to get
a budget deal, they compro-
mised.

In the most significant
change, the budget continues

BRIEFLY

miedicine and supplemental se-
curity income (SSI) aid to dis-
abled legal immigrants now on
the rolls, administration offi-
s Sﬂlld' 500,000 legal immi

Near : e -
grants w{m to be cut off the SSI
programme this summer. As-
suming Congress passes lcﬁisla-
tion to implement the deal,
benefits for most but not all of
those recipients would con-
tinue, administration officials
said.

Elderly poor legal immi-
grants who receive SSi are not
protected under the deal, con-
gressional sources said.

Further, some legal immi-

ants currently in the country

ut not now receiving benefits
may be able to quality for aid if
they became disabled, officials
said.

The budget deal does not con-
tinue food stamps. however,
Federal oificials estimate
nearly one million legal immi-

ants will lose nutrition aid

s August under the law.

The agreement also protects
medicaid, healthcare benefits
for the children of poor legal
immigrants.

Knife attack on French minister:

An apparently unstable man wielding a knife stabbed France's
culture minister in the back during a campaign tour Friday of
Lourdes, where he is mayor, officials said, AP reports from

Paris.

Philippe Douste-Blazy, 44, was hospitalised in Lourdes, the

southwestern town at the foot of the
ter was born. The top aide at the Hautes-
administrative district, Daniel Siguy
that the wound between the sho

enees where the minis-
nees prefecture, or
. told France-Info radio

der blades was serious, but -

that no vital organs were affected by the stabbing.
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John P Snyder, who develo
needed to convert i

mathematician S

-
er dies:
the mathematical equations

es of the Earth taken from space into

accurate maps, has died at 71, AP reports from Oilney,

Maryland.

Snyder, who died Monday, was a chemical engineer and was

never formall
draw the Eart

trained in the methods cartugrughcra use to
on a flat surface. But his series of

2 equations,

worked out on a calculator, solved a problem that had vexed
experts. The equations accounted for the distortion in satellite
images caused by the double motion of orbiting spacecraft and

the rotation of the Earth.
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Nobel winner scientist dies: sir jonn
Carew Eccles, an Australian scientist who won the Nobel prize
for medicine for his research into the brain, died Friday at the
age of 94, AP reports from Tenero Contra.

Authorities in Tenero-Contra said he died peacefully. No
cause of death was given. Eccles was awarded the Nobel prize in
1963 for his work showing how nerve endings could either allow
the transmission of nervous impulses to other nerves or could
prevent their passage.

clone claims 7 in Vietnam: a

cyclone that sw?t inland from the South China Sea killed
seven people and destroyed dozens of homes in the central
Vietnamese province of Nghe An, official media reported
Saturday, AP reports from Hanoi.

Rice and corn crops were heavily damaged by strong winds
accompanying the storm, the English-lan e Vietnam news
reported. The cyclone battered the coastal province last week,
causing more than dirs 180,000 in damage to the predominantly
rural area. News of the storm was only made public Saturday in
Vietnam's state-controlled media.

A meeting planned for the begmning of May betweeén Bosnian
President Alija lzetbegovic and Franjo Tudjman of Croatia was
postponed Friday by Common agreement, an official statement
said, AFP reports from Sarajevo.

The Bosnian presidency said that Izetbegovic had telephoned
his Croatian counterpart suggesting that their talks be put off to
give time for further preparation, and Tudjman had agreed.
"The preparations for this important meeting of which the in-
habitants of both countries expect much are not complete and a
further delay is necessary,” the statement quoted Izetbegovic as
saying.

Izetbegovic-Tudjman meet ﬁ)stponed: |

US, DPRK officials to meet in NY:

US and North Korean officials will meet on Sunday in New York
to discuss further joint efforts to account for missing US
servicemen from the Korean war, the Pentagon said on Friday,
Reuter rspurts from Washington.

The discussions are EEEaratE: from stalled negotiations
which broke off in New York last month in which the United
States and South Korea urged the north to take part in four-way
peace talks with China to formally end the 1950-53 war.
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Sandstorm kills 8 In Egy%t: A
sandstorm swept across Egypt Friday, turning the sky from
pray to red to eerie white and reducing visibility to zero in many
laces. At least eight people were killed and nine injured

alling debris and in traffic accidents caused by the storm,
reports from Cairo.

Ten other pe::-gle were rushed to hospitals with breathing

problems and 10 homes were destroyed when a palm tree fell on
ower lines, touching off fires. The storm packed winds of 100
ilometres {60 miles) per hour, blinding drivers, blowing down

trees and billboards, and briefly shutting Cairo's airport. 25
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Irish ambassador visits I'US: The
sweeping election victory by Britain's Labour puts new

Prime Minister Tony Blair in a position to push for ce in
Northern Ireland, Irish Ambassador Dermot Gallagher said
Friday, AP reports from Syracuse.

White House heads to SC to
keep W hitew ater notes secret

WASHINGTON, May 3: In a

ness tampering since the Clin-
battle fought in secret for the

tons tock the te House,

last year, the White House has
refused to provide Whitewater
investigators with nine sets of
notes from conversations be-
tween Hill Rodham Clinton
and White House attorneys, ac-
cording to a court ruling un-
sealed on Friday, reports AP,

The battle is heading
quickly to the Supreme Court,

President Clinton autho-
rised the challenge after a fed-
eral appeals court ordered the
White House to surrender two
sets of the notes, White House
counsel Charles F C Ruff an-
nounced.

The two sets involve Mrs
Clinton's conversations with
White House lawyers concern-
ing her actions following the
death of former deputy counsel
Vincent Foster and the myste-
rious disap}:earance and reap-

earance of Mrs. Clinton's law
rm billion records.

Both issues have become key
focuses of Whitewater prosecu-
tor Kenneth Starr whose inves-
tigation has moved beyond
decade-old Arkansas financial
transactions to questions of
obstruction, perjury and wit-

‘afforde

Whitewater is the name of an
a unsuccessful Arkansas land
deal, into which the Clintons
had invested during his gover-
norship in the 1980s. Two of the
president's former business

artners have been convicted of
raud in securing federally-
backed loans for the deal.

In denying the notes to
Starr, the White House made
claims of =xecutive privilege,
attorney-client privilege and
attorney work product protec-
tions. The denials came even as
the White House was publicly
declaring its full cooperation
with the special prosecutor.

) Thi-d reg:nrds hagjhcen Sstl.;f:';
poena y a grand jury.
immediately challenged the
claims on two of the notes. A
federal judge sided with the
White House and Mrs Clinton.,

The judges voted 2-1 to re-
verse the lower-court order and
reject the claims that Mrs
Clinton's conversations with
presidential lawyers were pro-
tected by the same confidences
clients with their pri-
vate attorneys.

World leaders welco

BRUSSELS, May 3: World
leaders welcomed the change in
Britain's leadership Friday, but
Europeans wondered if Tony
Blair would be any more r
than his Conservative prede-
cessor to move closer to the
Continent, report AP.

“There is a whole atmo-
sphere of taking new roads,”
said For Minister Hans van
Mierlor of the Netherlands,

which currently holds the EU

residency. "Perhaps one of
hose roads from the United
Kingdom leads a bit more di-
rectly to Europe. | do not pre-
clude that.” :

John Major's Conservative
Party went down to re ,
defeat in Thursday’'s election.
While his Conservatives been
wary of losing autonomy to the
15-nation European Union,
Labour has also opposed
significant power to the EU.
Most analysts expected that any
change in relations would be in
tone rather than substance.

Labour's leaving its work-
ing-class, socialistic roots to
focus firmly on the middle class
won the attention of French
Foreign Minister Herve de
Charette.

In order to win, Labour had
to "renounced all of the tradi-
tional socialist dogma and take
the Conservatives' reforms as a
given," the said.

Labour's victory was an in-
spiration for Social Democrats
throughout Europe, Swedish

Prime Minister Goeran Persson
said.
"EU cooperation on the five

against unemployment will de-
velop in a positive and con-
structive direction, he said.
"There is no doubt that Labour's
electoral victory was caused by
the devastating social conse-
quences that Conservative
Thatcher politics created for
large groups of citizens.”

On matters of security, Blair
will face the problem of North-
ern Ireland as well as relations
with the Irish Republic. Irish
Prime Minister John Bruton
said he looked forward to work-
ing with him.

Leaders in the United States
and Japan saw continuity in
Blair's victory.

US President Bill Clinton
called to offer his congratula-
tions shortly before midnight,
Pr:gs Secretary Mike McCurry
said.

"The president looks for-
ward to working with Prime
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Britain's new Prime Minister, Labour Leader Tony Blair, is greeted by fans upon arriving
Friday at 10 Downing Street, after Britain returned a labour government in an historic

landslide.

Minister Blair, but our agenda
is one of common purpose — has
been and will continueé to be.”
McCurry said.

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto and his chief
spokesman, Seiroku Kajiyama,
said they ed no upsets.

"My understanding is that
the Labour Paﬁv mapped out
some fairly moderate policies,
no major changes are probably

oing to happen soon,” said Ka-
ilyama.

Reaction was subdued in
Hun% Kong, which Britain will
give back to-China in just eight
weeks.

Chee-hwa, who will be-
come head of a semi-au-
tonomous Hong Kong on July 1,
welcomed Blair's "willingness
to work with the Chinese gov-
ernment to ensure Hong Kong
was a bridge and not a barrier
between London and Beijing."

Perhaps more significant
was the attitude of Leo Chan, 32,
who works for a Hong Kong in-
vestment company.

"England is very far away,”
he said. "Anyway, it's what

China says, and not Britain,
that matters now." -

India, Pakistan warmly
welcome new British PM

ISLAMABAD, Paki-
stan today warmly welcomed
new British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, noting the Labour
Party's consistent 'keen’ inter-
est in resolving issues affecting
peace in South Asia, reports
AFP.

Indian leaders on Frida
also hailed the win, while offi-
cials in New Delhi, quoted by
the Press Trust of India news
agency, underlined that India
would not accept any mediation
in Dis']?uted Kashmir.

A un:ign Minister spokes-
man sai Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif had sent a
congratulatory message to Blair

a extending to him a "most
cordial invitation" to visit Pak-
istan.

He said the Labour Party had
"always taken a keen interest in
issues affec peace and sta-
bility in South Asia and had
advocated resolution of all is-

— AFP/UNB photo

sues on the basis of justice and
ity."
ﬂunaLutnn has faveured me-

diation by Britain in its dispute’

-with India over Kashmir.

But India has rejected any
third party, saying the two
countries should resolve all
outstanding problems through
bilateral negotiations.

Some Kashmiri leaders in
Pakistan, welcoming the
Labour Party's landslide vic-
tory in Thursday's elections,
have expressed the hope that
Britain would now take more
interest to help solve the
Kashmir issue.

Pakistan and India opened a
dialogue in March after a gap of
more than three years in a bid
improve strained relations
marred by 50 years of hostility
and three wars since their inde-

from Britain in 1947,

Indian Prime Minister Inder
Kumar Gujral and Sharif are
due to meet in Male, Maldives,
during the May 12-14 South
Asian Summit, which will be
the first summit talks between
the two countries in eight years.

e Blair

“Tories get some,
comfort as they
win 7 seats 1n -

local county polls

LONDON, May 3: Britain's
Conservatives dramatically
ousted from national power by
a Labour landslide, got some
comfort Friday when they won
control of seven local authori-
ties in English county elections
held on the same day as the na-
tional poll, reports AFP.

The figure represents a sig-
nificant gain on the last local
English elections in 1993 when
the party lost all but one county
authority, Buckinghamshire, to
the northwest of London.

The result was seen as the
first key step toward rebuilding
the Tories local government

base in England shattered dur-

ing their 18 years in national
government.

5 more shot dead
in Pakistan

LAHORE, May 3: Five people
were shot dead early toéz:; in
Pakistan's central province
plagued by Muslim sectarian
unrest, raising the death toll to
16 in a week, police said, re-
ports AFP.

~ Around 70 people from the
minority Shi'ite and majority
Sunni Muslim communities
have so far died in sectarian
attacks at different places in
Punjab over the past four

months, according to police

count.

-~ In the latest incidents

unidentified gunmen attacked
shop belonging to a Shi'ite
Muslim in the industrial city of
Faislabad, killing its owner,
Shafat Hussain, his younger
brother, and an employee.

Four assailants riding two
motorcycles were involved in
the attack and they escaped af-
ter the shooting.

3,000 Algerians missing
since '92, says HR body

PAIRS, May 3: The Interna-
tional Federation for Human
Rights said Friday that 2,000 to
3,000 Algerians have disap-
peared since the start of the
1992 Muslim insurgency and
security crackdown in the
North African nation, reports
AP,

The federation also said
there were some 10 detention
centres in the capital Algiers
and its suburbs where detainees
are held by security forces and
sometimes tortured.

The assessment came after a
five-day trip to Algeria where
an Islamic insurgency and a
brutal crackdown by govern-
ment forces have left at least
60,000 dead. .

Algerian officials who met

with the Paris-based team con-
ceded there had been "excesses,"
but said such excesses were now
limited and those responsible
for them were being p ed,
according to federation presi-
dent Patrick Baudouin.

But arbitrary arrest and de-
tention continues in centres op-

erating outside the official

prisan system, Baudouin said.

Algerian authorities contend

such centres are no longer
operational.

We met people who were
in them," Baudouin said in a
telephone interview. "We have a

list of about 10 centres in Alge-

ria and its suburbs."”
Baudouin said his figure of |
2,000-3,000 disappe was a

conservative eatimqte.

-

Security stepped up on board ship

Mandela to make fresh bid to |

bring Mobutu, Kabila together

ABOARD SAS OUTENIQUA,
Congo, May 3: South African
President Nelson Mandela, host
to on-off Zaire peace talks at
sea, will make a fresh attempt
today to bring ailing President
Mobutu Sese Seko and rebel
leader Laurent Kabila together,
reports Reuter.

We optimistically hope that
sometime tomorrow it will
start, "South African Deputy
Foreign Minister Aziz Pahad
told reporters on board the con-
verted icebreakers as Outeniqua
after Kabila failed to show for
the talks on Friday.

He said Mandela, who sailed
into international waters with
Mobutu for the talks Ren-
dezvous, would probably spend
the night on the South African
naval ship and was willing to
stay on in the hope of the talks
getting under way today. "He

feels he has to stay," Pahad
said.

Kabila shunned the seaborne
summit on Friday, remaining
in Angola's capital Launda.

"I will go to the ship tomor-
row if I receive adequate assur-
ances from the South Africans
tomorrow that security ar-
rangements are in place,” he
told a news conference. 5

AFP adds: South African of-
ficials today stepped up security
on board the ship on which
Zairean peace talks were due to
take place after aides of Presi-
dent Elubutu Sese Seko appar-
ently boarded posing as jour-
nalists.

The planned face-to-face en-
counter between Mobutu and
rebel leader Laurent Kabila
failed to materialise Friday af-
ter Kabila, citing security con-
cermns, refused to board.

Gujral talks to
Sharif by phone

NEW DELHI, May 3: Indian
Prime Minister [ K Gujral Fri-
day had a warm and cordial
telephone conversation with
his . Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif when. both of
them exchapged .good wishes,
reports PTI. :

The primary purpose of Gu-
jral's initiative was to set up a
direct line of communication
with Sharif, an external affairs
release said in the evening.

The ten-minute conversa-
tion between the two prime
ministers was very warm and
cordial. They exchanged good
wishes and recalled with plea-

sure their ]Flast meetings when
neither of them had been in of-
fice.

The release said they looked
forward to their forthcoming
meeting in Male during the
SAARC sumimit. '

Iran opposed to

Taliban brand
iof Islam

HYDERABAD, May 3: Iran
was opposed to the Taliban
brand of Islam being practiced
in Afghanistan since it went
against the basic tenets of the
religion, the Iranian Ambas-
sador Ali Reza Shaik Attar said
here Friday, reports PTI.

"Their (Taliban) principles
amount to damaging human
rights and are contrary to Is-
lam", Shaik Attar, who was in
the city to participate in the All
India Sufi Conference, told re-

On Indo-Iranian relations,
he said the bilateral trade had

~ doubled from 400 million dol-

during the last four year period
which also witnessed all-round
cooperation on political and
cultural front.

The two nations have a long
history of close relations be-
sides several common areas of
. interest, the ambassador said.

LONDON. May 3: Cherie
Booth Blair, wife of Britain's
new prime minister, has all the
attributes of Hillary Rodham
Clinton: A high-flying lawyer
and a mother, strong-minded,
stylish and loyal. AP.

Cherie Blair, 42, an | -
maker's dream for a top politi-
clan's wife, also has another
trait: Keeping quiet about poli-
tics

Through the six-week elec-
tion campaign. she sat along-
side Labour Party leader Tony
Blair at meetings. laughed at
the jokes, applauded the bi

h once more, made
talk with voters, and uttered

not one public word.
The strate of adoring
looks and an e chat irri-

tated feminists.

But it worked for a woman
who risks being called the
power-behind-the-throne of the
man who trounced the Conser-
vatives in national elections on

Thursday by pushing Labour
toward Ll{c

centre.

ﬁ:srhlilt seemed perf?:t:?th natural
er not to sa ing. ...
Whatever she sgjd wnull? be

misconstrued,” Blair said.
Mrs Blair was a Labour ac-
tivist at 16. And if fate — or a
arliamentary nomination —
ad gone the other way, the
Blairs could have been celebrat-

ing her victory early Friday.

Off the Record

She ran for Parliament and
lost in 1983, the year Blair won
in Sedgefield, a solidly Labour
district in north E :

The Blairs, or so the
goes, made a pact soon after

in 1 - Whoever
mmthmu

the politician with big ambi-
tions, the other one the lawyer
with big earnings.

As Cherie Booth, she has a
highly successful career at the
Bar, specialising in employ-
ment cases and p to retum
to work soon after the campaign
break.

In 1995, she became a
Queen's Counsel. That status is
resérved for the most successful
lawyers and boosted her earn-
ings to a reported 250,000
pounds (dirs .000) a year
Ejnﬁmfurtah]y more than treble

Chcrin e E}gﬁ t a frst
class d at ‘the London
School Economics and met
Blair when they_ were both
trainee lawyers. They have
three children — Euan, 13;
Nicholas, 11, and Kathyran 9.

Unlike her husband, who
has they easy manner of the
well-polished politician, Mrs
Blair can appear tense and on
edge with a wide-eyed look cari-
caturéd by cartoonists. Her
clothes hair are a favourite
tabloid topic.

Evil city — the 1st choice

BANGKOK, Thailand: Despite bein
"greatest source of evil,"” most Ban

branded as Thailand's
residents rated the re-

sort city of Pattaya as their first choice for a holiday, according

to a su

released Saturday, reports AP.

Of 976 Bangkok residents surveyed by Thai Farmer's Bank

Research Center, 62

per cent named Pattaya

. 110 kilometers (68

miles) south of the capital, as their favourite destination for a

beach vacation.

The city is known as much for sin, however, as sea and sand.

Go-go

ars, drugs, sex for sale and child prestitution still

thrive, despite attempts by city fathers to clean up the town's

image.

Viclent crime is also rampant. More than 40 foreigners have

been murdered there is the past year, some by a

tutes who smeared a drug on

of prosti-
eir breasts that knocked out

their customers who were then robbed and sometimes killed by

accomplices.

Prime Minister Chavalit Yonchaiyudh said in April that he
had made a secret trip to Pattaya and was shocked at the degree
of drug dealing, crime and prostitution he found.

He called it a "dirty city," and said it was Thailand's "greatest

source of evil."
He ordered local

lice to launch a crackdown and sent hun-

dreds of reinforcements from other provinces.

lars to 800 million dollars -

Blair traded diverse experiences to

‘ revamp Labour Party

LONDON, May 3: Tony Blair,
Britain's New Prime Minister,
traded on some diverse -
ences to revamp the Labour
Party and lead it to power, re-
ports Reuter, '

Born to working-class par-

ents on May 6, 1953, Blair prof- -

ited from his father's hard work
and was sent to private school
and to Oxford University where
he studied law. He was a lawyer
before entering Parliament in
1983. :

As he told the Labour Party
coniference last October: "l was-
n't born Labour, I became

In an unscripted departure
from that conference s h, he
told how his world's "fell apart"
when he awoke one morning
ust after his 11th birthday to

told his father, Leo, had suf-
fered a severe stroke at the age
of 40.

"It taught me something: It
taught me the value of the fam-
ily, ause my mother worked
for three years to help him talk
and walk again,” Blair said.

__"My father was a very‘ambi-

tious man, he was successful, he
was a go-getter," said Blair, de-
scribing the same attributes
which have propelled him to 10
Downing Street, the prime min-
ister's residence.

Blair's father abandoned his
socialist roots and stood as a
Conservative for Parliament.
Only when Blair scrapped the
Labour Party constitution’s
clause four, which specified
that the state should own the
means of production, did he re-
join Labour.

If his parents taught him the
virtues of hard work, Blair oc-
casionally strayed from the
path. At Oxford University he
drifted, lacking purpose and di-
rection, until he met Peter
Thomson, then a 36-year-old

Australian theology student.
"Beyond get a degree, |

don't he re knew what

he was doing at Oxiord,” Thom-

son said.

Blair's mother Hazel died of
cancer when he was 21, the
young student realised that life
was tenuous and he had to
channel his energies if he was

to achieve anythigc%

Thomson introduced him to
his own radical brand of Chris-
tianity. During late night con-
versations in "Thomson's
room," the dowmn-to-earth Aus-
tralian opened his eyes to a reli-
gious faith he could relate to.

Thomson's influence has left
its mark on Blair's politics. As
a mutual friend commented:
"You can hear Thomson in
Blair's s hes."

Blair met his wife Cherie
when they were both trainee
lawyers working for Labour
Grandee Lord Irvine and devel-
oped a relaxed professional re-
lationship.

There was no hint of ro-
mance until they played a game
at an office Christmas party in
1977 which involved passing a
balloon to one another through
their legs.

I an to see her differently,
"said Blair I was immensely at-
tracted to her, not just her looks
but her personality.”

The relationship blossomed
and it became harder for them
to conceal their emotions at

work. Finally at a clients' meet-

ing t could not keep their
eyes oft each other and Irvine
ew irritate until, Blair said,
e snsséiped at him: "For good-
ness e take girl to the pub or
something."

" “The Blairs celebrated their

‘17th wedding annivers on
March 29, a testament to the
success of a relationship built
on friendship and team-work.

Blair's romantic streak is
intact. "I'm still excited by
Cherie,” he said. "I adore her
still and am deeply in love with
her.”

The Blairs have managed to
juggle the demands of their dy-
namic careers with the domes-
tic pressures of bringing up a
young family. They have three
children, Euan, 13, Nicky, 11,

- and Kathryn, 9

"My family is the most im-
rtant thing in my life," said
lair, add that one of the
greatest sadnesses of his life
that his mother never met
Cherie or saw her grand chil-
dren.

The vice blitz backfired at least twice last week, however.

One policeman had his gun, car, wallet and mobile phone
stolen by a prostitiite he spent the night with instead of arrest-
ing.
In another incident, several people, includi

injured when a drunken police officer ramm
into the back of a truck.

L ' ]
Now it's Eddie Murphy

WEST HOLLYWQOD, California: Entertainer Eddie Murphy
was pulled 'oVer by police, and ‘a cross-dressing rhale prostitute
he had picked up was arrested on a prior warrant, authorities
said, rcﬁortﬂ AP.

. No charges were brought against the "Beverly Hills Cop” star,

and Murphy said Friday he did nothing wrong.

"It wasn't like we drove to some dark spot to do something,”
Murphy told television's "Entertainment Tonight."

"It was like they pulled me over, "That's a hooker. She has
warrants. You be careful, Eddie. Go on home," That's what it .

children, were
his patrol car

was." |

Mueléphy's attorney told the EIl cable channel that the actor
stopped to help the prostitute, who seemed "disjointed’ as he
walked along Santa Monica Boulevard at about 4:45 am Friday.

After Murphy stopped his car, the prostitute asked for a lift
home, said attorn Mart{J Singer.

"Eddie was shocked to hear he was a transvestite. He thought
he was doing someone a favour,” Singer said.

Lt. Mike Ford, a sheriffs spokesman said, "No illegal activity
had occurred. However, the passenger had a warrant for
prostitution.”

Atisone Seiuli, 20, of Los Angeles was jailed on dirs 15,000
bail. -

Murphy is not the only star to be stopped by police with a
prostitute in his car. In 1995, actor Hugh Grant pleaded no con-
test to lewd conduct with prostitute Estelle Thompson, also
known as Divine Brown. Grant was fined dirs 1,180 and placed
on two years' probation.

Murphy vaulted into stardom in the 1980s with a series of
hit films, including "48 Hours" and the first two "Beverly Hills
Cop" movies in which he played a wise-cracking detective. .

Murphy's star began to lose its luster in the early 1990s, but
the success of last year's "The Nutty Professor” returned Murphy
to star status and he's receiving a reported dirs 17 million for an
upcoming remake of "Dr Doolittle." :

St

__________________

US pop megastar Michael J
sign of Munich, given by the town, upon his arrival at Mu-
nich airport, on Friday. Jackson is due to attend a press
conference and maybe also visit his friend, jailed promoter
Marcel Avram, at the Stadelheim prison. — AFP/UNB
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