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Dhaka's city life on the sur-
face is bedeviled by several fac-
tors, such as tainted environ-
ment created by constant emis-

sion of lead and carbon monox-

ide from motorised transports
— from autorickshaws to tam-
pos and cars to trucks, horren-
dous traffic jams, acute water
scarcity and waterl after
heavy rains, chronic load shed-
ding, poor garbage disposal by
civic authority, continuing mi-
nace from mosquitoes, steadily
slums, etc. As a result,
overcrowded metropolis is
billed as one of the most pol-
luted cities in the world.

Nine million residents of the
capital are unware that the
worsening environmental sit-
uation is not the only factor
that is threatening their life.
There are more bad news

creeping from underground.

According to a study con-
ducted jointly by some geolo-
ists and water experts of
WDB, mindless extraction of
ground water is leading to grad-
ual weakening of the soil. The
consequences may be ominous.
Water experts caution Dhaka
city is likely to experience se-
vere land subsidence due to
growing mismatch between
withdrawal of water and re-
plenishment. In this case, the
uarters responsible are the
ASA and other organisations
which are said to be endlessly
withdrawing ground water by

tubewells. According to the
study, the present water
extraction in Dhaka city ex-

ceeds the recharge, resulting in

adual fall of water level. The
all will continue and ulti-
mately it will invite land subsi-
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dence if the extraction contin-
ues unabated.

The study gives revealing in-
formation on the subject of wa-
ter extraction in the city. It is
stated that WASA now runs 205
deep tubewells in the city, min-
ing more or less 850 million
litres of water everyday. Hun-
dreds of other deep tubewells
are also being operated by dif-
ferent institutions and apart-
ment complexes. WASA has
plans for more tubewells, about
150 in next five years. Thus the
situation presents prospects of
deterioration every year with
increasing extraction with the
growing demand.

Other aspects of the study
show that generally ground wa-
ter level begins to decline from
February and the fall continues
till June depending on mon-
soon rains. Ground water de-
velopment is generally based on
vertical recharge. But Dhaka
city reportedly shows a differ-
ent characteristic in this re-
spect. Some natural constraints
and urbanisation are said to re-
tard both the vertical and hori-
zontal recharge. The recharge-
able surface area within and
around the city is reportedly de-
creasing due to the increasing
construction of buildings, roads
and concrete pavements. Geol-
ogists say if the present rate of
development, urbanisation and
siltation of surrounding river
beds continue, vertical recharge
and horizontal inflow will be
gradually reduced, resulting in

‘the danger of subsidence from

aggravated mining of ground
water,

Since extraction of ground
water changes the very struc-
ture of the ground and its power
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of resistance gets weaker, ex-
perts fear that even a moderate
earthquake may cause da .
as the study says that Dha
city is situated in an earth-
quake prone area.

Most of the buildings in
Dhaka city are unplan and
build without earthquake pro-
tection. Of course, ensuring
earthquake protection is a
costly proposition. There are
some redeeming aspects of the
picture. Those buildings in the
city which are constructed with
steel framework and concrete
are likely to escape with much
less damage in the event of an
earthquake. The greatest dam-
age, it is apprehended, may be
suffered in the old part of the
Dhaka city where buildings are
mostly kutcha-constructed
ones.

Another redeeming aspect,
as pointed out in the study, is
that Dhaka stands on natural
thick, as much as 50 metres
layer, which still protects its
awesome burden.

In this context, it may be
noted that the country does not
have any seismic observatory
worth the name either to record
or even register the strength of a
tremor however mild or in-
tense. According to Met De-
partment, 20 to 25 mild to mod-
erate earthquakes occur every
year on an average within the
country or in neighbouring re-
gions. As Bangladesh is virtu-
ally sitting in an earthquake
zone with at least three known
fault lines, it is felt by experts
that at least three observatories
are required in the country to
determine and monitor the in-
tensity of future quakes.

JP
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dinner with the party chairman
at the residence of Naziur Rah-

man Manju.

"1t is the first step towards a
long path,” Anwar Hossain
Manju, secretary general of the
party said when about the
outcome of the meeting.

Anwar Hossain Manju, talk-
ing to this correspondent also
said that Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury had been made the
first vice chairman, Kazi Zafar
the second vice chairman and
Shah Moazzam Hossain the
third vice chairman.

Manju who was made the
first vice-chairman earlier. has
now been made the fourth vice
chairman.

A JP press release late last
night said that its presidium
member Razia Faiz resigned
from the post of chief coordina-
tor of the Jatiyva Mchila Party,
the women wing of the party.

PM at Tongi
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nalising the recommendations
for the wage commission.

Sheikh Hasina said that her
government had taken an
epoch-making decision to pro-
vide housing facilities for the
low income groups.

She said low cost multi-sto-
ried flats would be constructed
and allotted among the low in-
come group people who would
pay up the total cost on the ba-
sis of monthly rent and would
be the owners of the residential
units. Besides, her government
would also provide khas lands
among the landless people so
that could get an address
and destination of their own.

The prime minister pointed
out that during Bangabandhu's

overnment the percentage of
andless people was 35 to 37
which rose to 70 per cent be-
cause of the misrule of the past
successive governmernts,

She said that the slum
dwellers of the cities including
the capital would be properly
rehabilitated and they would
also be given allotment of the
low cost apartments to be built
for them in different slum areas
including that of Bashantek

A Responding to the demand
to the 8
of Iocarc;nple. the prime min-
ister announced that Tongi will
be u ded to a full-fledged
thana and the government will
take more steps to provide facil-
ities for the -Biswa ljtema there.
Presided over by Sramik
resident Abdus Salam
Khan, the rally was also ad-
dressed by Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad, Awami
League leader Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdul Jalil, State Minis-
ter for Labour and Manpower M
A Mannan, Rahmat Ali MP,
Akhtaruzzaman MP, Sramik
League general secretary Ah-
sanullah Master, Tongi Pau-
rashava Chairman Ajmatullah
Khan, and labour leaders Fazlul
Huq Montu and Roy Ramesh.

JU seats
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Admission Committee at a
meeting on Sunday decided to
start the written test from May
11.

The written tests for ‘Kha’
(Social Science), 'Ga' (Arts],
'‘Gha’ (Life Science) and 'Ka’
(Science) units will be held on
May 11, 12, 13 and 14 respec-
tively. However the tests for the
Departments of Drama and
Dramatics and Geology will be
held on May 13. The written
tests will begin from 9 am ev-

eryday.

Insurgency
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port said, is Bhutan where a
number of insurgents have been
at work. It suggested the need to
have some understanding with
the King of Bhutan to keep con-
stant watch on these insur-
gents.

The Home Secretary also
submitted before the coinmittee
that as a result of the recent of-
fer made by the Prime Minister
for unconditional talks with
the underground militants in
the north-east, the situation
has somewhat improved in Na-
galand. The home secretary fur-
ther said that developments in
Tripura are, however, a matter
of concern as ethnic riots be-
tween tribals and non-tribals
occur time and again.

He stated that there has been
a great change in Jammu and
Kashmir after the installation
of the popular government.
There is much more rapport
now between the government of
India and the state %;WEITLII‘IEIII
though there have been some
incidents of killings by the
militants.

15 ’outsiders’
From Page 1

eign companies lor bringing in
'unnecessary-extra people’
from Bangladesh. Gustavson
was appointed the organiser by
the World Bank, which spon-
sored the round tables.

The official delegation for
conducting the round tables
consisted of eight officials of
the Energy Ministry, the
Petrobangla and the Law Min-

istry. However, some 15 "pri-’

vate citizens" also accompanied
the delegation and participated
in the round tables.

Gustavson, said that the
"private citizens” tried to
"strike deals" with the partici-
pating oil and gas companies at
the round tables. Quutin%}the
participating companies, Gus-
tavson said that their "interfer-
ence at the round tables was ir-
ritating.”

The round tables were held
against the backdrop of
Bangladesh's opening up of 15
hydrocarbon exploration
blocks for bidding by oil and
gas companies.

Bangladesh had earlier or-
gani two such round tables,
one during the eighties and the
other in 1993.

—
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Anniversary of

Jahanara Imam’s
birth today

The 68th birth anniversary
of late Jahanara Imam, a cru-
sader against anti-liberation
forces, will be observed today.
reports UNB.

Different socio-cultural or-
panisations, political parties
and student bodies have taken
elaborate programmes on the
occasion.

The programmes include
laying of wreaths at the Mirpur
grave of "Shaheed Janani”, pro-
cession, discussion, cultural
function and a reception to four
leading personalities.

Jahanara Imam was born on
May 3 in 1929 in a respectable
Muslim family at village Sadul-
lapur of Murshidabad district.
Despite many hurdles, she ob-
tained higher education.

Bappi Lahin
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us to stop the programme", said
Kambar Ali, adding, "We are re-
questing all concerned to take
refund of their ticket money
from the counters from where
they had purchased the tickets.

The two-day concert organ-
ised by Musica, however, could
not be held as scheduled on
April 29 and 30. The pro-

amme was to be participated

y five Indian artistes: Monisha
Koirala, Bappi Lahiri, Slaman
Khan, Aswini Bhave and Baba
Seghal.

According to Lahiri, the
artistes were invited by Kambar
Ali to perform in cultural pro-
gramme for charitable pur-
poses. There was no involve-
ment of money for the perfor-
mance, he added.

However, the air tickets and
their stay at the hotel were ar-
ranged by the organisers, he
pointed out.

The two-day programme
could not be held at the Dhaka
Stadium on the first day al-
legedly because of some prob-
lems
thorities and the organisers.

The Ministry of Cultural
Alfairs which had earlier
granted permission for the con-
cert later cancelled it on the
second day. The ministry also
cancelled 'all such permissions’
a handout said on Thursday.

RU tense
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between ICS activists and po-
lice. The ICS activists went on a
rampage on the campus, ran-
sacking residences of some
teachers and some offices dur-
ing the clashes with police,

Meanwhile the University
authorities simplified the pro-
cess for submission of applica-
tion forms and extended the
time for collection of forms by
ten days.

According to official sour-
ces, any candidate may collect
application form for admission
test from the department con-
cerned by submitting a bank
draft of Tk 50 issued by any
commercial bank.

Application forms will be
available in the Agrani Bank
branch on the campus till May
25. :

The decision was taken at a
meeting of admission sub-
committee with Vice Chancel-
lor Prof Abdul Khaleque in the
chair.
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Blair appoints partymen

to some key

LONDON, May 2: Britain's
new minister Tony Blair
today appointed a raft of senior
Labour Party figures to key

ts in his t, Down-
ng Streets announced, report
agencies.

Robin Cook was named For-
:iﬁn Secrcug Gordon Brown
Chancellor the Exchequer
(finance minister), Jack Straw
Home Secret (interior min-
ister) and John t Deputy
Prime Minister, officials said.

Blair's Press Secretary,
Alastair Campbell, also said
David Blunkett had been named
Education and Empl ent
Secretary, Margaret Beckett
President of the of Trade
and Lord Irvine appointed Lord
Chancellor (justice minister).

Campbell said the remain-

der of - t would
be named at m
Big name losers
Labour's stunning victory
swept aside names Ma-
jor's 22-member cabinet, in-
ﬂudi mt?:e most likely chal-
n or party P,
Dlelg:cnru Secretary Michael Por-
tillo.

Voters in Finchley, a com-
fortable north London district

that Major's , Mar-
aret Thatcher, ted for
years until 1992, did the once
unthinkable and Labour.

Major also lost some ene-
mies.

Out from the House of Com-
mons went Nicholas Bu
and Tony Marlow, leaders of
right-wing, anti-European
Union rebels who h Ma-
jor throughout his five-year
term. .

Also defeated was Neil
Hamilton, a legislator accused
of taking money to raise issues
in Parliament, and who embar-

rassed Major runnln% again.
Some t};nﬂirda of Major's

ment ministers, includ-
ing deputies, lost their parlia-
mentary seats in the Conserva-
tives worst defeat this century.
Other defeated cabinet min-
isters were Foreign Secretary
Malcolm Rifkind, Michael
Forsyth, the Scottish secretary,
and lan Lang, the trade secre-

tary.
Gerry Adams wins seat
Gerry Adams, leader of the

Sinn Fein, political wing of the

Irish Republican Army (IRA)
and Martin McGuinness, the.
party's chief negotiator, won
seats in elections.

Adams. 49. was elected to the

House of Commons as the |

member for Belfast West while
McGuinness, 48, took the mid-
Ulster seat.

Muslim MP

Britons elected their first
Muslim member of parliament
today. Pakistan-born Mo-
hammed Sarwar, a millionaire
businessman, was elected as
Labour's MP for the seat of Go-

van in Gl with a comfort-
able majority.

Blair at Madame

Tussaud

Even before the official cer-
emony could take place, Lon-
don's famous waxworks mu-
seum Madame Tussaud had al-
ready deposed John Major as

rime minister, putting Labour
Fcad-:r Tony Blair in his place.

The museum's staff had
planned to Major as head
of the opposition party, but his
resignation this morning as

Conservative Party leader
spoiled their plans.
Major will not be melted

down. He will take up his place
in the ery of former British
Prime Ministers.

Headlines

The independent Times of
London headlined its story
"Landslide victory for Labour,
the pro-Conservative paper The
Daily Telegraph reported "Blair
wins by a landslide” and the
pro-Conservative Daily Malil
spoke of "The Blair revolution.”

Britain's blﬁtat sclllnf pa-
per. The Sun, with a circulation
of 4 million. headlined its story
"Yes! It's me ... Blair storms to
No 10, the official residence of
British Prime Ministers.

Ever since the 1979 election
that first brought the Conser-
vative Party to power The Sun
backed the party, first under
Margaret Thatcher and since
1 under her successor Major.
But at this election the tabloid
switched its su to Labour.

The liberal paper The
Guardian, which backed Labour
during the election campaign,
headlined its story: "Conserva-
tives buried in a landslide ...
Blair's crushing triumph.”

The Independent, which also
backed Labour during the cam-
E::li‘gn, :ﬂunted Blair's pledge: "]

not let you down.” A second
headline in the paper read:
“Tony Blair's Britain is born af-
ter historic landslide victory.”

etween the stadium au- -

Labour's landslide
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"For 18 years, 18 long years,
our part s been in opposi-
tion, Eralr declared outside
Downing Street, in his first
speech as lpﬂme minister.

"It could only say, it could
not do. Today we are ch
with the deep responsibility of
government. Today enough of
talking, it is time now to do.”

Blair paid tribute to Major,
praising his "dignity and his
courage over these last few days
and . . .the manner of his leav-
ing, the essential decency of
which is the manner of the
man."”

As the cheering died down,
Blairs stood outside the door of
10 Downing Street, h his
wife. The Blairs then or a
historic photograph with their
three children, Euan, 13,
Nicholas, 12, and Kathryn, 9,
before shepherding them inside.

Major ended intense specu-
lation about his future as he
was about to leave Downing
Street for the last time, saying
it was time to step down as Con-
servative Party leader.

"When the curtain falls, it's
time to ﬁet off the stage, and
that is what 1 propose to do,” he
said.

Major's pro-European for-
mer treasury chief, ex-Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer Kenneth
Clarke, announced he will run
for the y leadership.

Clarke, disliked by Conser-
vative right-wingers who have
harried Major over closer inte-
gration of Europe., will be the

leading candidate from the
party left, unless Michael Hes-
eltine, former deputy prime
minister, runs.

Major's departure from
Downing Street was both
poignant and emotional.

SAARC parliament

From Page 1

their recommendations with
seriousness,’ the state minister
added.

The Mahakhali Power Pur-
chase and Trade and Transit
treai between India and Nepal
besides the Ganges Water Shar-
ing Treaty between India and
Bangladesh have opened up the
scope for further cooperation in
the region, the organisers said
terming the treaties as land-
mark achievement. With the
current conducive atmosphere
and positive political will in
the countries, opportunities
have new emerged for negotia-
tions in other areas, they said.

An opinion pool conducted

the BUP, released at the con-

uding session said that ma-
jority of Bangladesh's favoured
"cooperation and business ex-
pansion” with neighbouring
countries.

The conference was inaugu-
rated by Dr S A Malek, Political
Advisor to the Prime Minister
on Tuesday. The Resident Rep-
resentatives of the World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank also addressed the confer-
ence on the first day and dis-
cussed their studies on regional
cooperation.

e conference aims at sus-
tainable development and
management of natural re-
sénurcea anﬂrﬁ:.:ﬂmnnmmrétgli..r; the
anga-Bra putra- a
(GBM) region and efficient and
easy trans-boundary movement

of people and goods,

€rs

With tearful staff members
leaning out of windows, he
walked out of No. 10 and stood
with his wife, Norma, and their
two children. While he spoke,
moving men were taking car-
tons out of the back door and
loading them on a truck.

Britain is "in better shape”
than it was in when he became
prime minister six and a half
years ago, with interest rates
and inflation low, and un=m-
Flu}rment and crime rates
a]l'i'r[l% Major said.

e incoming government
will inherit the most benevo-
lent set of economic statistics of
any incomin overnment
since before the First World
War," he said. “l hope very much
in the interests of the whole
British nation that they're suc-
cessful in retaining this econ-
omy in the future.”

ajor then went to Buck-
ingham Palace to tender his
resignation which the Queen
accepted. After 32 minutes at
the palace, Major drove off with
his family to the Oval cricket
und in south London to have
unch and watch Surrey play
the British Universities team.

Mob, police clash
in Ctg: 20 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 2: At
least 20 people were injured in-
cluding five police personnel
during a clash with a mob last
night at Chagachor village un-
der Chandanaish thana.

Police said the clash erupted
at 10 pm last night as a police
team tried to stop a variety
show where gambling and ob-
scene dance were the main at-
traction. The show was organ-
ised by local people at Chaga-
chor village.

Police resorted to baton
charge when the mob started
pelting brickbats. Twenty peo-
ple were arrested from the

spot.

Young man
shot 1n city
By DMCH Correspondent

A young man sustained bul-
let injuries when some un-
known assailants fired at him
in the city's Khilkhet area un-
der Cantonment thana yester-
day afternoon.

Dulal. 28, son of one Nayeb
Ali, was admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) with bullet wounds in
his abdomen and left thigh.

Blair greeted

From Page 1
election.

“The overwhelming man-
date given by the people of your
country to you manifest their
abiding faith in your leadership
and confidence to guide them
into the 21st century,” she said.

Begum Zia wished premier
Blair's good health., happiness
and success as well as further
progress and prosperity of the
people of the United Kingdom.

he also hoped that the ties
between the two countries
would grow further in the years
to come.
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Army personnel constructing a box culvert at Fakirerpool in the city.

PM visits city
Flood Protection
Project

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday visited differ-
ent sites of the Dhaka Inte-
grated Flood Protection Project
and saw the development activ-
ities, reports BSS,

While visiting the 3.12
kilometre long canal including
2.12 km box culvert at Segun-
bagicha, Bijoynagar Road,
Fakirerpool, Motijheel Toyen-
bee Circular Road, Kamalapur
Bazar Road and Manik Nagar
Biswa Road, the Prime Minister
directed the authority to com-
plete the work on the project
within the stipulated period.
The project — involving Tk 16
crore and financed tg Asian
Development Bank (ADB) — was
taken up to remove the water-
loggin%hprnhlem in the capital
city. e Water Development
Board, WASA, Rajuk and the
city corporation are jointly im-
plementing the project which is
scheduled to be completed by
June 1999,

The construction work of the
project was hampered at two
points due to injunctions im-

sed by a court on itions
odged by Rahima Akhtar and
Azizur Rahman. The construc-
tion work at Bijoynagar, how-
ever, started after the govern-
ment won in the lower court.
The work is now suspended
near the Notre Dame College
following the injunction given
by the court on the petition of
Azizur Rahman, officials said.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina also visited the con-
struction site of underground

sewerage near Osmany Memo-
rial Hall which would pump out
the stagnant water from the

Bangladesh Secretariat prem-
ises.

She directed the LGRD Min-
istry to pump out the stagnant
water from the secretariat to
the pond at Osmany Park.

$10m project to
modernise BTV
underway

Rehabilitation of Dhaka
Television Project at an esti-
mated cost of 10.22 million US
dollars to equip BTV with mod-
ern and sophisticated technol-

is underway.

Officials in the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) told
BSS yesterday that Japan, the
largest development partner of
Bangladesh, had given tive
indication to provide fund for
the project as grant following
discussion with the government
last month.

A study mission that will
arrive in Dhaka in August is
expected to finalise an agree-
ment in this regard, they said.

Earlier, at the request of the
government, Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
(JICA) had sent a study team
headed by Naoya Kuwahara of
its training division of Immi-
ﬁratinn Center to confirin the

nal components of the project.

BCL activists
snatch arrested

colleague from police

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, May 2: A group of
Chhatra League activists today
snatched their colleague, Ma-
mun, from police mdaﬁ.

Mamun was snatched away
immediately after he was ar-
rested from Alipur area in the
town in connection with some
cases. Police sergeant Kibria
and constable Shafiqul was in-
jured when the Chhatra e
activists attacked the police
party with lethal weapons and
snatched Mamun, police said.

2 jute godowns

gutted in Gournadi

BARISAL, May 2: Two jute
godowns and four shops were
gutted in separate fire incidents
at Torki and Sorikal Bazars in
Gournadi thana of the district
on Wednesday and Thursday,

| reports UNB.

— Star photo
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BCL factions’

gunfight
in Ctg: 5 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 2: At
least five people including a po-
lice man were injured du a
gunfight between two rival fac-
tions of Chhatra League this
evening in Sholoshahar area of
the city.

Of the injured, one Sekan-
der, a shop , adnutted to
the Chittagong Medical College
Hospital with bullet wounds.

According to lice, the
trouble erupted following the
death of a Jubo League activist
Faruk, 28, at the hospital today.

Faruk was injured seriously
a few days ago as a mob attacked
him to resist alleged kidna-
pping of a garments worker,
police said.

Several vehicles including a
police van were also damaged
during the melee.

[.aloo Prasad
refuses to

resign

NEW DELHI, May 2: A cor-
ruption scandal threatening to
undermine India’'s new gov-
ernment worsened here today
as a key figure in the coalition
refused to resign despite mount-

ing a]l:ﬁwaﬁtinnu against him, re-
ports :

Newspa today said Laloo
Prasad YacEf Chiely Minister of

the eastern state of Bihar, was
refusing to go despite calls from
opposition parties for him to be
sacked.

"Come what may, I am firm
on my decision, the question of
my resigning is ruled out,” the
Business Standard quoted Ya-
dav as sa}rin%.lat: yesterday in
Patna, the Bihar capital.

Yadav, a prominent leader of
the multi-party United Front
coalition which formed a gov-
ernment in New Delhi April 21,
has been linked to a 271-mil-
lion-dollar swindle along with
54 other Eoliticians and offi-
cials in Bihar.

Cricket stadium
From Page 1

paper in April 1995, to provide
the PWD with the relevant pa-

An NSC official said, "We
have made so many stadiums
around the country. Moreover,
since 1994 we have been work-
ing on the cricket stadium, we
can't understand why the work
should go to PWD."

The official said they had
written back to the Ministry
about their desire to complete
the project themselves. "If there
is a directive from the PM's Sec-
retariat, we will have to abide
by it, but it will be sad,” he said.

Asked about the time they

t take to complete the sta-
dium if they started work im-
mediately, the NSC official
replied, "With the Prime Minis-
ter's active support, we will
complete it within two years.”

eanwhile, on the basis of

the PM's Secretariat's letter,
PWD Azimpur Division office
in Segun Bagicha immediately
mov to complete a Topo-
Eraphical Survey of the Maflh-
azar site. The PWD has also
sent a letter to the Deputy
Commissioner to take neces-

steps to identify the 17.44
acres of land for the stadium.

Out of the 17.44 acres of
land, Roads and Highways De-

artment and Bangladesh
Raﬂway own 12 and 2 acres re-
spectively. The remaining 3.44
acres belong to private owners.
Some officials feared the acqui-
sition of the private lands could
lead to a time-consuming legal
battle. Some others brushed
aside such possibilities and
pointed out that in view of a na-
tional consensus on the con-
struction of the stadium, there
would not be any problem.

When asked whether PWD
would prepare a new project
concept paper replacing the old
one prepared the NCB. the
official ied that the stadium
would be built on the basis of a
series of consultations

20 injured i:l
N’ganj
bldg collapse

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, May 2: At
least 20 persons were injured,
seven of critically, when a
two-storied building collapsed
in gas explosion at Adamjee
Jute Mills area this evening.
fire brigade sources said.

Of the injured, 13 have been
Hospital. The critically infurea

ospital. criti

sons are: Ramzac:l-l%] A{bdur

im, Kalu Mian, Ahshanu-
lah, Abdul Malek, Zanab All,
o P—

n occu er

the building at Eﬂu Colony was

filled with gas originating from

piled up in t wa-

ter around it. rooms of the
building were d :

el with

Fire brigade personn
the help oﬁ:gal people rescued
the injured.

3 fake passport

holders arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Three ns who were ar-
rested from the Zia Interna-
tional Airport (ZIA) on Wednes-
day night were placed on a one-
da;.;l remand yesterday, police
said.

The three were allegedly car-
rying fake passports and were
scheduled to leave for the USA.
One of them identified himself

?a ;:j MP and v;lil_uthca an a
or SS e . po-
lice zv.z:jlg':ﬁ|I Imgraunn officials

halted the three while Canton-
ment police arrested them.

Rewards

From Page 1

a under Mirpur thana.
¢ DMP release urged the
persons, having information
about the four wanted men, to
contact the Deputy Commis-
sioners of the Detective Branch
at Mintu Road, DC (West) or As-
sistant Commissioners (AC)
Tejgaon and Mirpur zones.

BNP meeting
From Page 1

Uddin talking to this corre-
spondent, that efforts were
being made to bring the feuding
factions on the same platform -
for a reconciliation during the
visit of m Zia.

o
of BNP was ay
at the party office to Be-
gum Zia's meeting a success, he
said. It was decided not to chant
any slogan during the meeting
in favour of any cular lo-

i e
LLoan defaulters

From Page 1
it suggested transfer of those to
the District Judge's Court where
those would be agg!ealnhlc un-
der the p .

Some other suggestions of
the proposed bill are: "The gov-
ernment shall, in consultation
with the Supreme Court, ap-

Pike

int the ju of the Money
Court (MLC) from
the sub-judges and a sub-ju

so appointed, shall exclusively
deal with money loan cases,
and shall not with any case
civil. criminal of otherwise.

"The hearing of any suit in
an MLC shall not be adjourned
for more than three times at the
instance of a y and such a
suit shall be disposed of within
a period of 180 days from the
date of its institution.

“The court may allow further
adjournments at the anatarme of
a party, subject to payment
aap: cgndit?Jun precedent, of an
adjournment costs of not below
Tk 1000 and not exceeding Tk
3000 for each such adjourn-
ment.

"The Judge of the Money
Loan Court shall not be re-
quired to hear oral ment of
a party of the suit after closure
of evidence. But a party may, if
intends, submit written argu-
ment. with copy thereof given to
the other party. The other party
shall have the right to make a
written reply.”



