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Labour’s Triumphant
Retum

Labour is back with a bang. We heartily rejoice
over the triumphant return of the party to power
under the youthful leadership of Tony Blair after a
lapse of 18 years. Proving the pre-polls prediction
right as rain, the 43-year-old lawyer whose party
has put paid to the Tory hopes of seeking a consec-
utive fifth term, is all set to become Britain's new
Prime Minister. In fact, the electorate's verdict was
so overwhelmingly tilted to Blair's 'new Labour’
that the doom of John Major's conservative gov-
emment was spelt much earlier before the results
of all the 659 seats of the British parliament were
announced.

Labour's dramatic resurgence has got a lot to do
with the novelty in its approach and much of it has
been injected by Mr Blair whose dynamism, un-
derstanding of the reality that, more often than
not, calls for changes in party philosophy in order
to accommodate the expectations of the people in a

world. He epitomises modern leadership
which among other things require a flair for wak-
ing up from the nightmares of history and if neces-
sary, jettison quickly the trappings that were once
deemed as the hallmarks of the party but have lost
appeal and relevance in the course of time. Appar-
ently, Mr Blair has succeeded in convincing the
voters that the party has snapped out of its
traditional socialist image. The Labour Party of
1997 described by many as centre right in its
stance will almost certainly not be springing any
surprise on policy issues. Why should it? Despite
the impact of Black Wednesday, Mad Cow disease
and the sleaze of some MPs, Mr Major is leaving
behind a strong economy, perhaps the strongest in
Europe at the moment. As some observers put it Mr
Blair's policy will be Thatcherism with heart. This
element of heart notwithstanding his alignment
with the basics of conservative rule got sufficiently
carried to the psyche of the British people through
Mr Blair's electoral promises of opportunity and
social justice .
We welcome Britain's new leadership with the
hope that Mr Blair will meet the millennial chal-
lenges with a touch of novelty and pragmatism

own people but that of the rest of the world, spe-
cially the developing countries who have always
benefited immensely from the glorious British
tradition of commitment to progress.

Bride Trade

Getting young women ferried in herds for mar-
riage to 'foreign’' husbands, according to an agency

the western part o Though dabelled as
bride trade, this in essence is women trafficking.
A section of brokers quick to cash in on the des-
peration arising from extreme poverty lure the
- marriageable young girls away from their families
with promises of nuptial prospect.in other coun-
tries. With the girls specially, those in the rural ar-
eas unable to think anything else than marriage as
the only respectable option of life and their poor
parents proving infinitely more susceptible to
such temptations of being bailed out, the human
smugglers are likely to have things their way
rather easily. e

Once transported across the border, in some
cases beyond that in Pakistan and some countries
in the ME, most of these so-called brides, to their
horror, find themselves thrown in flesh trade or
other degrading jobs. The few victims present at an
awareness project participated by a touring US
group recently gave forth a few tales up that street.

Those working with the project identified atti-
tudinal slackness of the law enforcing agency as
the main abetting factor in this inhuman commer-
cial practice.

We do agree that by exercising tougher enforce-
ment of laws related with repression of women,
bride trade as a phenomenon can be scaled down
but the root of the problem is poverty. Unless
poverty is reduced ,women would continue to fall

victims to similar vicious and immoral trades.
Rural women in our country have already proved

that given the scope, they can play a major role in

lies. While tightening up the vigil in the border ar-
eas we also need to give more thoughts in exploring
the scope for integrating women in economic activ-
ities. Once they shed their infamous status as dis-
posable loads on their families, Bangladesh's
share in the global tale of female repression will
certainly go down.

No to Blanket Ban

We very strongly oppose the government's
blanket ban on all private initiatives to bring
artistes from abroad to enrich our cultural scene.
Private initiative in the field of cultural exchange
should be encouraged to cover all the facilities of-
fered by the pacts between us and the rest of the
world, especially the region of South Asia. Why
should culture be a subject of government
mnncgyly at a time when every other sector is be-

ing advocated to be delivered to the private sector?
The government should be there only as a regula-
tory y ensuring that the bilateral scopes are not

abused and the purpose of the pacts served. The
rmissions in point should be handled by truly
owledgeable people. And there can be an experts'
committee to vet the working of the permission
cell. The cell and the experts should welcome or-
ganisations reputed for dedicated work in the en-
richment of our culture to make good use of cul-
tural pact cushions. Less known bodies and per-
sons may also be encouraged to invite foreign
artistes in the much needed fields of serious music
such as dhrupad, kheyal and classical instrumen-
tal recitals and dance.
. Let there be well-enunciated policies, formulated
on a true understanding of culture and, in this case,
music — guiding the permissions to invite foreign
artistes. absence of this is government's own
failure, it has no right to punish the nation for
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Some Suggestions for the
AL Council Meeting

The reason for our piece today is to try and convince the AL leaders, especially
Sheikh Hasina, to introduce a strong DEVELOPMENT AGENDA into the party
deliberations and subsequently into its workings.

T is for the first time in
21 years, and perhaps
only for the second time
n its long history, that Awami
League(AL} will holding its
rUling party. on 6 and 7 May 97,
party, on y '97.
There Is a qualitative difference
between holding a meeting of
this important policy makin
body as the ruling party an

that as the opposition.
Throughout its nearly half-
a-century of history, AL has
mostly been an opposition
party. Except for about 13
months of the coalition gov-
ernment of Suhrawardy at the
centre in 1957, the government
of Ataur Rahman in the
rovince of East Pakistan(now
angladesh) for a slightly
longer period, and then for
three-and-half s as the first
overnment of the independent
angladesh, Awami e has
always been in the opposition.
Born in 1949 — making for an
irnﬂrrcsaive history of 48 years;
only Jamaat and Communist

many of the distortions in our
politics that we now have. One
such distortion — and to us a
critical one — is the fact that
development issues ARE NOT
on the centre stage of our par-
liament debates or in the
public discourse. Think of how
much time our leaders have
spent in the last few parliamen-
sessions on issues such as
poverty alleviation, human re-
hmx:]rcﬁ dcvelupltm:nt. :dl:;:l:tiinn.
ealth, pulation p ng,
lndult.rhllm owth and t:xpnnﬂ—
sion of e, increasing foreign
investment, and the like. Oppo-
sition's endless condemning of
the government seldom, if ever,
included the latter's lack of fo-
Ccus on t issues.

The bottom line is that if
Bangladesh is to break out of
the cycle of and if it is
to ensure a sustainable 7 to 8
per cent then our politi-
cal parties will have to shift
their traditional focus away
from narrow party politics and
divert it to development issues.

The Third View

our lives. The task is straight-

forward. Party cadres must be

made aware of the development

issues and trained to do volun-
work.

To start with, local NGOs
can be asked to train grassroots
level workers on, say, how to
launch literacy campaigns, how
to impart health and sanita-
tion-related information, how
to ensure that schools run prop-
erly and assist teachers to en-
sure high attendance in

schools. can hold village
level discussions on gender is-
sues, virtues of families

and other related affairs. There

has be a lot of awareness build-

ing in terms of making local

ent bodies work, which

has promised to install
through a new bill.

Last 26th March we devoted
our ind ence day supple-
ment to the theme "Need for a
Change in our Political Cul-
ture”. The above suggestion, if
accepted by the ing party,
will contribute significantly in
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P can claim longer history
—Eﬂ has been in ponﬁgrer for dis-
continued ods of maximum
five plus years. For the rest 43
ears, Awami League, first in
gaklstan and then in
Bangladesh, has been in the
opposition facing all sorts of
oppression from the state ma-
chinery of the day. Its self de-
structive step was the forma-
tion of BKSAL and its most
traumatic period followed the
brutal killing of Bangabandhu
and that of the four national
leaders.

It is not our intention to
discuss AL's history, but only to
focus on the fact that Awami
L.ea(ﬁ‘;.le is a political party
which is long on experience of

and short on expe-

e of administration. It is
this fundamental fact about AL
that, more than anyone else,
the leaders of the party must
remember. Awami League can
legitimately claim to have been
the party which has, along with

other pr ive forces, spear-
most all the demo-

headed

cratic struggles during the Pak-
istan period, not to mention its
leading role during the War of
»n. However glorious
M1’ its agitational and
AL tblishment legacy is,
its record of running the coun-
try is a mixed haig. not above
controversy and full of unex-
plained public concerns, to put
it mildly.

It is such a party which is
guing for its council session on

th of May. As we said earlier, it
will be doing so as the ruling
party. So will this council ses-
sion be fundamentally differ-
ent, or be a replica — perhaps
with more grandeur and proto-
col than before — of the past
council sessi;m:j mail_:illyi focus-
ing on eadership issues,
rzgther tlila:nt?nn licies?

The reason for our piece to-
day is to try and convince the
AL leaders, especially Sheikh
Hasina, to introduce a strong
DEVELOPMENT AGENDA into
the party deliberations and
subsequently into its workings.
We are aware that long speeches
will be made by the big leaders
saying how' RMINED' the

is to do a thousand thi;llﬁﬂ.
Well, please see your own files
and find out how many times
you all have said the same thing
and then compare that to what
you have done.

We are not forgetting that AL
has not been in power for 21
years and therefore it cannot be
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Sir, There are many in-
vestors across the country who
eagerly waits to know the dail
trading results of individu
shares at the main bourse,
namely the DSE. BTV can pro-
vide this information after the
evening news for selected blue
chip companies and other ac-
tive traded shares, giving their
closing rates with the +/-

change.

ag%v may also introduce a
weekly Erﬂgl‘ammc on the capi-
tal market, say, on Friday, giv-
ing a roundup of the weekly
trading and other happenings
relating to the stock market.
The programme may invite the
market regulators, member
brokers, company direc-
tors/officials, analysts and
general investors, for an open
and unrestricted discussions.

This will go a long way in
ensuring transparency and
credibility in the present sce-
nario at the country's stock
market,

Khurrum Malik
20 M M Ali Road

Mehdibagh, Chittagong

Feni carnage
Sir, Recently, two activists
of BNP have been killed — one
brutally murdered and the
other killed in a broad daylight
by an attack when a political
rocession was in progress at
eni. The description of the
esome incident as received
rom different national dailies
will make one's hair stand at its
i r}ekjﬁecnllcnts tl;;
grisly tales o ing a man
making holes in the body with a
drill machine.

Therefore we consider the
Awami League council session,
we repeat, t time as the rul-
1n§ party after 21 years, pro-
vides an excellent opportunity
for Sheikh Hasina, and for the
whole senior level leadership to
introduce a high dose of devel- .
opment agenda, and begin a
training and awareness build-

ing process of the party workers
as to the serious economic, so-

cial, educational, gender,
health, nutritional, demo-
graphic, cultural, environmen-
tal and human rights issues
that the country faces.

If we are maklria.ny sense
to the decision makers of the
ruling party, and {f there is any
genuine concern for develop-
ment in them, then this is what
they should do.

The first thing to realise is
that mere preaching to the vis-
iting councillors will not do the

job. Factual presentations. in

an easy to understand format,
must be presented to the thou-
sands of councillors who will
converge to Dhaka on the occa-
sion. Development issues are
complex and interwoven.
Therefore their presentation
must be simple and factual.
They must be supported by easy
to grasp statistics, preferably
presented in the form of pie
charts and colourful graphs.
The council should invite peo-
ple like Prof. Yunus (micro
credit and women as en-
trepreneurs), Fazle Hasan Abed
(primary and non-formal edu-
cation), Kazi Faruk
(empowerment and natural fer-
tiliser) and some others to
speak on the subjects men-
tioned within brackets. There
could be other speakers if time
permits.

The national council ses-
sion should then be followed
similar awareness building eil-
forts on development issues at
district, thana and union level
committees. All levels of party
bodies, from the highest to the
grassroots, should undertake
this exerifise. 1 e K

As the ruling pa wa
League must reaﬁlse that GOV-
ERNANCE IS FAR HARDER
AND FAR MORE COMPLI-
CATED THAN WINNING
ELECTIONS. The AL must also
realise that until and unless all
workers of the party, at all lev-
els, can be mobilised to self-
lessly work for overcoming the
stranglehold of poverty in our
society, it will not be able to
bring any meaningful change in
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It is strange that no words of
sympathy condemning the in-
cidents of two such tragic
deaths in the area of the leader
of the opposition came either
from the prime minister or
from the home minister. How-
ever, a senior cabinet colleague
of the prime minister did not
hesitate to call this murder as
the outcome of intra-party con-
flict of BNP, as said very often.
We have been observing this
tﬁpe of readymade reply from
the government every time for
every such incident taking
place involving victims from
the opposition party.

It is the sacred duty of the
party in power to safeguard the
security of the people irrespec-
tive of their party allegiance.
The incident taking place in the
last week of March, 1997 at
Feni is going without any arrest
in spite of deadline fixed by the
leader of opposition. It would be
a sad precedence if the author-
ity lacks any interest to nab the
culprits merely for the reasons
that the victims belong to the
pa.rtA?lr in opposition.

most at the same time Ab-
dus Salam, an Awami League
activist, was gunned down at
Muradpur under Demra thana
while he was taking tea in a lo-
cal restaurant. We have come to
know that two persons have al-
ready been arrested in this con-
nection and to expedite further
action, the CID has taken over
the investigation of this
killing. We warmly appreciate
the quick action of the police in
the matter and expect to see the
same urgency and effective
st:lpu in respect of all such

ing
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changing

most of political
workers and leaders "From
Talkers to Doers” and as such
have a profound impact on the
behaviour pattern of our politi-
cal parties. It is our view that if
the ruling party directs its party
workers to train themselves on
development issues and starts
doing voluntary work alongside
local NGOs then the o tion
party will have to follow suit
just to convince the people that
they are just as concerned about
people's welfare as the ruling
party is. This is bound to
change the way we do politics. If
the ?pnsitiun does not re-
spond, then the ruling party

will have a field day gaining
public respect by doing devel-
opment work.

The key question is, will the
ruling party use this im nt
occasion to bring DEVELOP-
MENT on to the centre stage of
its y and workers' agenda?
Will Sheikh Hasina realise that
she can do wonders with thou-
sands of her party followers
only if they are trained and
motivated to dirty their hands
in the fields and factories
alongside the people, rather
than doing what ruling party
workers usually do? It is our
ardent hope that the AL Chief
will seize this rare wrtumnr
to give a new and radically dil-
ferent direction to her party.

HE exit of the Naval Chief
was forecast for some
time now, the PM's deci-

sion to remove a festering sore -

from further tarnishing the
Navy's reputation was neither
unexpected nor, for that matter,
unpopular. Given that his con-
tinued existence as CNS was not
only 1\}::utth'l;g undue pressure on
the Navy but the other Services
as well, very surprisingly Ad-
miral Haq had to be prompted
to do the honourable thing and
leave voluntarily. Even the
oungest uniformed officer
ows that "the glory and hon-
our of the ment comes first,
the welfare and contentment of
your Command next, your own
safety and comfort last !" The
Admiral reversed the priorities
till he ran out of options. Since
it serves no purpose in kicking
a n when he is down, so let
it be with Haq !

For the record, the system
did not fail, political manipula-
tion of the system made it fail.
The former Naval Chief's con-
trived promotion in the face of
more deserving officers was an
exercise in nepotism, profes-
sional officers who had come up
through an exhaustive process
had to ﬁu into retirement. Sub-
sequently, very deserving souls
were cajoled or forced out of
uniform for one pretext or the

other to clear the deck for a

articular Haq-favourite.

hether corruption charges
stick or not, the fact remains
that Adm. Haq should be tried
for nepotism in destroying the
service careers of a number of
officers that he as the Head of
the Navy was responsible not
only to protect but be the prime
sponsor of on merit. The net re-
sult was that the front runner
today was a Haqg-favourite with
a comparable terrible reputa-
tion but having the support of a
powerful Senator with the con-
stant ear of the PM. Luckily
another disaster has been
averted by promo a profes-
sional officer. Good for the gov-
ernment!

Whenever the time-tested
selection and Jrumutinn pro-
cess is tinkered with for politi-
cal reasons, catastrophes are
bound to happen. The system is.
not defective %;vnits-elf. manipu-
lation makes it defective to the
detriment of the Service and the
country. Chiefs of Service must
be appointed for not only pro-
fessional reasons, their charac-
ter must be above reproach and
their ambitions visibly in
check. lﬁﬂ pnliﬁical associa-
tion or lo rson, po-
litical or gitggrvgisl:: should
mean automatic disqualifica-
tion.

A section of the Press is be-
ing fed with leaked rumours by
vested interests to tar and
feather the reputation of all the
Services. is wvilification
seems to be an organised cam-
paign emanating from experts

Dan

Crisis of Confidence

By sweepingly spurning inter-state
Khaleda Zia is

EGUM Zia must have
rawn a degree of public
thy from the dis-
turbances that all but wrecked
her public e';.; GahL_
last week. t . -
ech :mltt:depff:e n{d .lprd
large she was entitled to it,
given the tempestuous circu-
mstances she herself in.
Yet, her swearing by the
words "'no matter how many ac-
cords the government signs
(with India) we shall not let
these be implemented” cannot
but I::je viewed wv.i'l]th unvarnished
trepidations. en as an
sition leader she has vmm
oppose tooth and nail inter-
state agreements obviously
then she must be going all out to
annul them on assumption of
power, if and when that hap-
pens. In fact, she has said as
much on an earlier occasion.

Material Position

In bottomline terms, her
pointer is towards the South
Asian Growth Quadr e in-
volving transit through Bang-
ladesh, even though her party's
passionate political preoccup-
ation has been with the pro-
jection of the dark and suspi-

and water withdrawals at the
upper reaches of the G
within the Indian territory. It 1s
difficult to believe that any
extra-ordinary variation in the
dry season flow of the
remained entirely unma in
the formulation of the treaty
writers.

As it is, a con JRC
stock-staking has n pro-
vided for, let alone the first
evaluation of the accord's oper-
ational aspects falling due at
the end of the second year since
its signing. Then, there is the
significant provision for five-
yearly reviews which, for all
practical purposes, shouild be
construed to mean opportuni-
ties for renewal, improvement
or reconsideration of the agre-
ement, dless of the suc-
cession of governments. This
addresses the need for modi-
fications or changes which may
be called for due to any shift in
the hydrological ses or in
consideration of a regional
consensus for tive water

t. But if we should
smell rat in what is basically so
transparent and flexible in
nature and has been si in
accord with standard inter-

cious side of the whole idea.
Obviously, there are many
supporters of her rigid party-
line against India and Awami
League and she is seeking not
only to retain that vote-bank
but also to add to it by trying to
lend a folk touch to Indo-pho-
bia. National ethos born of
state sovereignty and indepen-
dence attained at great cost
cannot be as fragile as a gll)aaa*
house to be splintered by a
%rnwth quadrangle. In givin
inal configuration to this, o
course, we should welcome,
even consciously endeavour to
draw opposition inputs into the
exercise, both in term of Erepar-
ing the people for it and helping
the cooperative association to
materialise without raising any
unnecessary hiccups in the
SAARC.

The Ganges water accord is a
sore-point with the BNP. And
the lean season flow of the wa-
ter into Bangladesh falling be-
low the level stipulated in the
treaty has caused justified con-
sternation among our people
and the experts.

Bangladesh officials did not
seem to be uatisgi:éi h“’ittsllll tllilc
explanation provi y the in-
dian side and are pui the
matter with their counterparts
with a focus around two par-

ametres — underground seepage

Lo
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(spin masters) on disinforma-
tion. The PAF smuggling inci-
dent is a case in point. e it
brought both the fair name of
the PAF and the country into
disrepute, this incident could
have happened anywhere at any
time. If we focus the onus of re-
sponsibility thereof onto the
PAF Chief, by the same token,
what about the responsibility
travelling further up the ladder,
to the PM and the President ?
Do not such things take place in
the US Air Force or the British
Navy, not that because it hap-
pens there should make it ac-
ceptable here?

To take isolated incidents
out of context and label the
whole Service as bad is unfair
to the majority of the men in
uniform who serve under very
trying conditions 1|1.uii: above the
subsistence level. We cannot
afford to demoralise our rank
and file. The campaign orches-
trated by hidden hands seems to
have gone into high gear with
the exit of the Naval Chief, the
"black" propaganda viciously
undermining our defence estab-
lishment. The Services are un-
able to make an adequate
enough defence in the print
media, it is grossly unfair to
them. Sanity must prevail to
contain the damage that is be-
ing done to our fighting forces.
At least the main-line journal-
ists and responsible print me-
dia must not become p to
the creeping destruction of the
final bulwark of our indepen-
dence.

What is of greater concern is-

the common perception that ex-
cept for lip-service the powers-
that-be seem to be standing by
and doing nothing about it. The
ISPR alone cannot fight the
media battle for the Services, it
is the prime responsibility of
the government-in-power in a
democracy to ensure that criti-
cism in the free press does not
go out of hand. False allega-
tions must not only denied
forcefully but those guilty of
spreading such calumnies
brought to book, whoever they
may be. The feeling must not
became current that the gov-
ernment is not only turning a
blind eye to what is happening
but secretly endorsing it for
their own political agenda.
Having run a successful “op-
eration” to emasculate the pow-
ers of the President. followed u
by a comparatively vulnerable
target in uniform, hawks from
the ruling inner circle have de-
clared open season on the PAF.
It is rumoured that thereafter
they wiil then etther go for the

lkram Sehgal write from Karachi
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audiences.

pied government in deference to
the continuity dictum. Elected

democratic governments and
oppositions m expected to
be more agr to imple-
menting accords.

By sweepingly spurning in-
ter-state agreements born o
Awami League initiatives, Be-
gum Khaleda Zia is sending
ences L thnll}

: is a
constituted electegm‘mt

its right to consummate

a taste of the same medicine
from the opposition when she

pumﬁzwelmr.m le are

t she
is at best half-hearted in
Bangladesh's problems with In-
dia resolved. if not totally
averse to it. The BNP even risks
being seen to be deliberat

keep alive the issues wi
India.nghwld Begum Zia con-
tinue with her tirades against

India with such intensity, she
could end up her boats
to even hlmm rela-
tions with , if and when
ﬂ!mnmpuwlgn. Why

should she future
dealings m important
neighbouring country even if

one allows for her party's 'na-

Shah Husain Imam

national practices, then we
would be proving our small-
minded ignorance of what is
happening around the world by
way of negotiated settlement of
bilateral questions. We shall
also risk dubbed il::' anti-
progress no-c ers

in gr ulf—gluﬂﬂ:é]g innocence o
international law or norms for
the conduct of bilateral rela-
tions.

Normative Pressures

As it is, inter-state accords
or treaties ratified by the par-
liaments of the contracting par-
ties are legally and constitu-
tionally binding on them for

the stipulated period of their ex-
istence. They are also a part and

parcel of the corpus of interna-

tional law at a given time and,

therefore, an applied manifes-
tation of the principles of

civilised conduct of interna-

tional relations as enshrined in
the UN charter. The fact that
these have flexibility apertures
make them even more morally
and rationally implementable,

Even when a revolutionary
government is formed in a
country after a convulsive up-
heayal it is required to an-
nounce its abidance by inter-

state or international agree- "

ments entered upon by the top-

| most sacred cow of all, the Pak-

istan Army, "to fulfil the his-
toric mandate given by the peo-
ple of the supremacy of civilian
authority” and/or the Supreme
Court which has shown re-
markable independence and
needs to "be brought under con-
stitutional authority”. The im-
mediate gut reaction to such a
rumour was that the PPP "dirty
tricks" machine was up to its
usual campaign of creating
disinformation to cause con-
frontation and conflict between
the pillars of the State based on
the deliberatelﬁr nﬂ:anted ru-
mour, Very muc the "Atta”
crisis was blown into a full-
fledged political disaster affect-
ing the government's long-term
credibility. A former profes-
sional intelligence operative,
who having been frustrated in
fulfilling his own ambitions in
the military, is determined that
both the man who won out from
him and the delicate balance in
the system comes to grief. Some
inexperienced persons of the
ruling inner circle may have
fallen for this man's wiles and
subterfuges, contributing
enough st for the rumour
mills to function overtime.

On the one hand, those with
frustrated ambitions and moti-
vated interest may lead them
into a trap. On the other hand,
the Services are also being fed
with contrary conclusions, that
the inner circle is stoking the
fires on which the continuing
media trial is taking place. This
situation is tailor-made for
disaster, for reasons other than
his own actions, the PM could
conceivably and rapidly lose
the confidence of the men who
deeply respect him for his sin-
cerity and patriotism. Not only
are the Services being defamed,
but they are being deliberately
pushed into a set-piece collision
course with the government, a
two birds with one planted-ru-
mour ploy. Having made a long
and hard s e in order to get
to a position where he can serve

the people, the PM must guard
against the immaturity and in-
experience of some of his

ullible aides, who cannot dif-
%:r::ntiat: friend from foe, it
can land him very quickly into
a no-win situation.

The government must move
to exercise d e control, pub-
licly disassociating from such a
vile perception from proliferat-
ing. As much as cancer needs
surgical intervention, the PM
needs to physically boot out of
his presence those responsible
for such rumours to gain cur-

tionalist' fervour, which evi-
dently needs to be kept within
the limits of sophistry.

Was it not her husband who
ioneered the SAARC idea and
as it not been her government

subsequently that signed the
SAPTA agreement presaging
the underpinnings of inter-
state transit? Just as the pre-
sent government is bo to
:?al:luf)y t:gh:u the BHPmu

e ous -
ernment withpl:iicgermt pa.rﬁz
donors and governments, so
also the future governments
will have to abide by those con-

summated by the Awami League
government.

The donor community and
multilateral financi encies
s t}lutlcduf 's bet-
er ioothold on water manage-
ment and regional infrastruc-
ture-building in the muﬂel to

and

:he water ﬂ?cmrd with

alks on the u

are ge intoa h PW frame
of mind to usher adesh

into the 21st century. They also
look to the opposition as a
sound-board, so that its leader
has to make responsible and
Rmdﬁnt utterances behoving

er position as a former prime
minister, head of the opposi-
tion and that of a shadow gov-
ernment.

gerous Games?

rency. This "dirty tricks" sce-
nario has all the hallmark of
the notorious son who failed
in his own bid to be Chief of a
Service and hates the pn':m:nt
incumbent, the raison d'etre for
his frustrations.

From a cadet to being the
topmost officer in any of the
three Services is a long, tirin
journey. As one goes up the lad-
der, the physical pressures are
exchanged for colossal mental
ones. Like most Pakistanis, no
time in anyone's career is the
career officer really free of fi-
nancial and family worries, at
least till he reaches three-star
rank. His pegsonal require-
ments increase commensurate
to his professional commit-
ments. Most of the time, he
lives in a public cockpit in a
straitjacket of restraint im-

upon by the Service. Oth-
ers can criticise him or his ac-
tions freely, he has to exercise
personal restraint. More than
any other Service, he is held ac-
countable even for motives
which can be labelled well in-
tentioned.

Both Maj Gens Tajammal
Hussain and Zahirul Isiam Ab-
basi were good officers with pa-
triotic motives, unfortunately
their methodology violated
military discipline and they
went to jail. Maj Gen Asif Riaz
Bokhari made a mistake many-
make-many times, his brilliant
career was ruined and he went
home when he was unlucky to
be found out. To his credit, he
did not flinch punishment.
Even our much-maligned Adm.
Haq has gone home in an exer-
cise of accountability, how
many of the B?d:élreat;lmratat
nowadays suspen with grea
fanfare }:’ill walk the plank ?
Maj Arshad Jamil, accused in
the Tando Bhalwal case went to
the gallows, the main civilian
accused is still abscon un-
der known patronage of the
civil administration. put it
bluntly, the military has al-
most always held its personnel
accountable, no known case in
civillan spheres exists of com-

arable rank. If ever the uni-
ormed man does get an oppor-
tunity to rise in his defence he
cannot open up without reveal-
such confidences as must be
confined to only a select few. At
times, criticism may even be
motivated by certain quarters
to evoke such a response as
would reveal national secrets,
Most servicemen live only to
have the opportunity to die for
their country if and when the
country needs that sacrifice.
There is a vast difference in
their character formation and
those who have a licence to
criticise them with motivated
reason. It is time to raise cud-
gels on behalf of “"the great
silent majority” who have to
bear this unwarranted public
exposure without any means of
retaliation or recourse.



