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Blair greeted

Ties to grow
further,
hopes Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday congratulated
Anthony Blair MP, the new
British Prime Minister, on his
historic victory in the general
election, reports UNB.

Labour's bi
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DHAKA SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1997

LONDON, May 2: Tony Blair
became Britain's youngest
prime minister in 185 years to-
day after his Labour Parly
crushed the Conservative Party
which had been in power for 18
years, reports AP.

The Tories had been expected
to lose but the scale of their de-

@The Baily Star
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side the gates.

In a scene resembling a po-
litical festival and contrasting
with Major's solemn departure
{ust one and a half hours ear-
ier, hundreds of flag-waving
Labour supporters packed the
normally tightly guarded street
shouting, "Tony, Tony, Tony"

—
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ALCWC approves
22 dist bodies,
draft GS report

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Awami
League Central Working Com-
mittee (ALCWC) held here on
Thursday gave approval to

committees in 22 districts
and the general secretary's re-
port to be presented at the tri-
ennial council session of the

»this success is indeed a e t rised both politicians  and "Labour, Labour, Labour". party. scheduled for May 6-7.
owing tribute to your able i I;?d ?};rguhlic: It wasl.j the worst The Blairs leaned over the AL President and Prime

ﬂadcra ip and reflects the con- | Conservative trouncing since barriers on both sides of the Minister Shﬁikh Hasiﬁla
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to lead them into the F tion triumph ever. ssed one white- ‘
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have a fong historical and tra. | tenderhisresignaton to Queen | LOR TN Kdown of the According to a party press

ditional ties, she said and rﬁ‘ e Eiial?eth llldalter dannu:ﬁn{gti;g number of parliamen seats release, meeting of the 65-

called the Euppnrl givﬂ'ﬂ b}r the : i at he would step down p

people of Britain, in particular
the Labour Party, in the coun-
try's liberation struggle as well
as in consolidating democracy

servative Party leader,

After Major left the palace,
Blair arrived in the official

each party won in Britain's
election and the share of votes
each polled, according to
Reuter.

member ALCWC will continue

till holding of the AL council.
The meeting also reviewed

the preparations for the two-
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thened during your tenure,”
Hasina said in her message to

nial hasn't caught up with con-
temporary practice.
That custom confirmed him
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leaves the counting center yesterday in Saint Ives in his
constituency after the announcement of the general
clection results. —AFP/UNB photo

RAJSHAHI, May 2. The sit-
uation at Rajshahi University
remained tense as the Islami
Chhatra Shibir (ICS) continued
its strike on the campus
protesting the new admission
system.

Blair and his wife Cherie wave at party workers and
supporters after their arrival at the Royal Festival Hull
for a post-election celebration early yesterday-AFP photo

lated Blair and his party for a
landslide victory in the general

See Page 12 Col 5

Downing Street residence, Blair
and his wife, Cherie, got out of
the car on Whitehall, just out-

45 per cent, Conservatives 31
per cent, Liberal Democrats 17

per cent.

Insurgency won’t Participation of PM addresses rally at Tongi

be allowed, Dhaka
assures Delhi

NEW DELHI, May 2: Bang-
ladesh has assured India that it
would not allow insurgent
groups to operate from its
territory. a report of the Par-
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee on Home Affairs presented
before the Lok Sabha said to-
day, reports BSS.

Efforts are underway to im-
g;uve relations with the neigh-

uring countries and to per-
suade them not to allow h}sur-

ent groups to operate irom
tgh:ir Ei;ncﬁ the E]:mrt said,
adding that significant progress

in this has been made
with adesh.
Commenting on the general

law and order situation in the
country, the report said the
home secretary stated before
the committee that the situa-
tion in the north-eastern on
of India has been somewhat
volatile because of "persistent
external support by Pakistan.”
The area of concern, the re-
See Page 12 Col 2

Four terrorists

Rewards for
information

announced
By Staff Correspondent

The Home Minister an-
nounced rewards of Tk 1.25
lakh for information leading to
arrest of four terrorists wanted
in number of case, filed with
different thanas in the city, ac-

cord:itu a DMP press release

F"%'k 55000 will be given for
helping the arrest ol Aslam
allas Sweden Aslam, son of late
Zinnat Ali of West Raza Bazar
under on thana.

Besides, rewards of Tk
25,000 each will be given to
those who will help arrest of
three other a accused
— Joseph, son of late Abdul
Wadud of Noor Jahan Road un-
der Mohammadpur thana;
Bikash and Prokash, sons of
Bimal Chandra Biswas of South

See Page 12 Col 8
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Separate courts, 'civil prison'

Setting up of separate
money loan courts and enact-
ment of tougher laws providing
for ‘'civil prison' for loan de-
faulters and stringent condi-
tions for appeal to higher court
have been proposed, according
to official sources.

The courts which will deal
exclusively with loan default
cases will have the authority to
put a loan defaulter in ‘civil
prison’ after the decree.

The proposals have been
made in a bill titled 'Money
Loan Court Act, 1997, prepared
by the secretary of the Law
Commission on request from
the Law Ministry, the sources
said.

Sources in the Ministry of
Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs and the Ministry of Fi-
nance said that copies of the
bill were already received by the

for loan defaulters proposed

By Mizan Ali

two ministries.

The defaulter will have the
facility to appeal to higher
court within 30 days of the de-
cree of the Money Loan Court
(MLC). The appeal could be
made in High Court if the de-
creed amount exceeded Tk 25
lakh and to the District Judge's
Court if the amount did not ex-
ceed Tk 25 lakh, according to
the suggestions in the proposed

bill.

But the ap will have to be
made after depositing at least
50 per cent of the decreed
amount with the financial in-
stitution concerned 'in agree-
ment' with the decree-holder.

For any prayer for revision
of judgement or appeal for the
second time, *an amount of
money equivalent to 75 per cent
of the decreed amount minus

the amount paid at the time of

ﬂlindg of the appeal will have to
be deposited in cash with the fi-
nancial institution concerned
'in agreement' with the claim of
the decree-holder.

The proposed Bill, in seven
chapters, has dealt with estab-
lishment of the proposed
money loan courts, powers and
jurisdiction of courts, practice
and procedure of the courts, and
execution, appeal, revision and
second a :

Proposing the repeal of the
Money Loan Court Act, 1990,
the proposed bill suggested
transler of pending suils under
the repealed Act to the corre-
sponding courts to be estab-
lished under the proposed Act.

About appeals, pending be-
fore the High Court Division
against orders and decrees of
the Money Loan Court Act 1990,

See Page 12 Col 8

| eration” in the G

Singer Kangali Sufia rendering songs at a May Day rally
organised by floating women labourers in the city.

— Star photo

Mizan made first
vice-chairman
of JP again

By Staff Correspondent

The three 'rebel leaders’ of
Jatiya Party met the party chief
H M Ershad on Wednesday
night at the residence of Naziur
Rahman Manju, according to

sources.

"We paid a courtesy visit on
the chairman,” Shah Moazzem
Hossain, the spokesman of the
'rebel leaders' said while talk-
ing to The Daily Star last night.

"A date will be fixed later for
discussing the political issues
for which we stand now.,” he
said adding that they had a

See Page 12 Col 1

36 to vie for
each JU

Hons seat

By JU Correspondent

At least 36 students will vie
for each seat in the first year
Honours classes in Jahangir-
nagar University (JU) this year,

urces in the Central Ad-
mission Committee told this
correspondent that a total of

| 32,225 application forms were

received on the last day o1 Wed-

nesday, .

A total of 8.067 students

. have applied in the 'Ka' Unit

(Science Faculty) while 10,322
students submitted application
lurins in the 'Kha' Unit (Social
Science Faculty).
Meanwhile, the Central
See Puge 12 Col 2

‘outsiders’ at
o1l companies’

meet criticised
Star Report

A confidential report sub-

mitted to the government on the
international

recently-held
round tables on hydrocarbon
exploration

15 out-of-the-list "private visi-
tors" in the conferences and

said they were viewed as "irri-
tants” by oil and gas companies,

according to official sources.
The round tables held
government ip London and

Houston of US from March 24

to April 3, were otherwise ap-

preciated, the report said. Some

60 companies participated in
those round tables.

Gustavson — the organiser of
the two international round

tables in a confidential report
to the government conv

dissatisfaction of different for-
Sece Page 12 Col 2

Chidambar )
rejoins UF
cabinet

NEW DELHI, May 2: Highly-
acclaimed former finance min-
ister Palanianppan Chidam-
baram yesterday joined India’'s
fragile ruling coalition and said
his pro-reform budget would
not face problems in par-

liament, reports AFP.
The Harvard-educated Chi-

dambaram was sworn in along

with fivge others at a ceremony

at the presidential palace.
' Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral hinted that Chi-

dambaram, who was the fi-
nance minister in the previous
coalition government that col-
lapsed April 11, would retain
the same portfolio, the United
News of India said.

in Bangladesh
criticised participation of some

by the

the

Govt firm to protect
interest of workers

TONGI, May 2: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina yesterday
said her government is pledge-
bound to protect the interest of
workers through reforms, re-
port agencies.

"We have formed a wages
commission and a full-fledged
committee will be announced
soon in the interest of the
labour force,” she told a huge
workers' rally at Telephone
Shilpa Sangstha ground here in
the afternoon.

Jatiya Sramik League,
labour front of ruling Awami
League, organised the rally on
the ‘occasion of historic May
Day. People from all walks of
life, including women and chil-
dren, joined the rally with fes-
toons and banners.

The Prime Minister said the
government has attached high

riority to the interest of the
abour force and is taking mea-
sures to improve their condi-
tion.

She said the government
will give priority to any plan of
the labourers to buy closed
mills and factories to run those
through cooperatives.

The government will extend
allout assistance to those coop-
eratives which will buy and run
the mills and factories, she
said.

The prime minister assured
the audience that besides ratio-
nal salary and other benefits
for the industrial workers, fa-
cilities like recreation for fam-
ily members, education for the
cﬁildren and other amenities
for their smooth livelihood
would be considered while fi-

See Page 12 Col |

Tight security for BNP
meet at Ctg today

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, May 2: The
authorities have planned to de-
ploy 'extra police force' at the
venue of the public meeting of

BNP chairperson and former
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia scheduled to held here

tomorrow at the outer stadium
to maintain tight security and
foil any attempt to create vio-
lence, official sources said.

Commissioner of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police Motabber
Hossain told this correspon-
dent, "We are aware of intra-
party rivalry in Chittagong unit
of BNP and for that reason we
have decided to deploy extra
force at the venue of BNP meet-
ing to ensure peaceful holding
of meeting.”

Intra-party conflict devel-
0 in C itlaﬁang BNP as both
Abdullah Al Noman, convenor
of one-member city committee
and Salauddin Quader Chowd-
hury
from NDP. were locked in a tug
of war to establish their hold on
city politics, party insiders
said.

The rivalry came to light
when both the factions called
separate meetings on the same
day in the city and the party
high command ordered post-
ponement of both the meetings,
the insiders pointed out.

But the faction led by
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury
defied the order and held a pub-
lic meeting at Bahaddarhat

crossing while Noman group
turned its scheduled meeting
into a workers rally.

The matter was taken up by
the party high command seri-
ously but so far nothing tangle
was done, local party leaders
said.

Former convenor of the city
committee of BNP and ex-
mayor Mir Mohammad Nasir

Seev Page 12 Col 8

Most of the offices at the
university remained closed and
the Agrani Bank branch on the
campus could not distribute a
single application form for
admission test as the ICS con-
tinued its strike since Saturday,
according to sources at the uni-
versity.

Heavy contingents of police
have been patrolling the cam-
pus and a L]!:n:alir:i: camp has been
set up at the Zoha Hall after va-
cating the resident students.

The ICS today extended its
strike for more six days begin-
ning from tomorrow, protestin
the new admission system an
what it called harassment of
their leaders and workers, by
police.

On Saturday last, the first
day of the strike, at least 20
people were injured in clashes

Sev 'age 12 Col 3

I’ll come again
if invited, says
Bappi Lahiri

By Staff Correspondent

The 'Musica’ had invited
some Indian artistes to perform
in a charitable cultural pro-

ramme and there was no prob-
em between the artistes and or-
anisers, said Bappi Lahiri, be-
ore his departure from Dhaka
yesterday.

"] shall come again to per-
form, if such invitation is ex-
tended, said the renowned In-
dian singer while talking to a
group of journalists at his hotel
room.

Bappi Lahiri's wife and chil-
dren and president of Musica
Kambar Ali and Secretary Gen-
eral Faizun Nabi were also pre-
sent.

"Circumstances had forced

See Page 12 Col 3

., newly-inducted into BNP -

'SAARC parliament' can boost
cooperation in GBM region

The conference on Harness-
ing the Eastern Himalayan
Rivers and Regional Coopera-
tion' has recommended creation
of "an assembly of politicians
or a SAARC Parliament” to
facilitate the process of in-
creased "interaction and coop-
a-Brahma-
putra-Meghna (GBM) region

The conlerence cipated
by members of parliament, wa-
ter experts. economists. politi-
cians, research scholars and

licy planners of Bangladesh.
ndia and Nepal also recom-
mended reduction of tarifl for
regional trade

Speakers at the two-day con-
ference which concluded in the
city Thursday also recom-
mended introduction of “effi-
cient and easy trans-boundary
movement of people and goods

Experts suggest

By Staff Correspondent

by reducing cumbersome rules
and regulations.’

Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs was the chief guest at
the concluding session of the
conference, jointly organised
by Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad (BUP), Centre for Pol-
icy Research (CPR) of India and
Institute of Integrated Devel-
opment Studies ([IDS) of Nepal

e conference was the fourth
in a series organised by these
organisations

The conference also recom-
mended "encouragement of a
network of journalists for shar-
ing information across bound-

aries, using modern means such
as internet.,” research on re-
gional cooperation and mobili-
sation of internal and interna-
tional resources for invest-
ment.

The participants also em-
phasi on attaining "political
convergence of will and vision
for regional development”
a.mu\r:g the countries concerned.

"We must find ways and
means to utilise resources of the
GBM ion to face the chal-
lenges of the future and convert
the region into an area of pros-
perity,” Abul Hasan said in his
speech, la the three organ-
isations for their pioneering
role in identifying approaches
to harness the water resources.

1 am conlident that all the
governmentis will consider

See Page 12 Col 4

Cricket stadium to be

built in two phases

By Morshed Ali Khan

Despite administrative tan-
gles, the initial work on the
proposed National Cricket Sta-
dium at Maghbazar is now un-
derway.

cials of the Public Works
Department (PWD), which was
recently 'handed over' the re-
sponsibility of construction,
said the stadium would be com-
pleted in two phases. In the first
phase, expected to be completed
within a year, acquisition of
land, :artf‘f filling, development
of the field and some temporary
facilities would be ensured. a
PWD official said.

“After making the field with
three natural pitches, we will
fence it off and construct tem-

rary sheds and washrooms
or the players so that they can
immediately start practising,”

the official said.

In the second phase, PWD
would actually go ahead with
the construction of a modern
cricket stadium. "If necessary,
we will seek foreign assistance
to make the pitches and the
outfield.”

In a letter dated April 15, the
Prime Minister's Secretariat
asked the Youth and Sports
Ministry to hand over respon-
sibility of cormrstruction of Lhe
stadium to the Public Works
Department (PWD). A copy of
the letter was also sent to sev-
eral departments, including the
PWD.

In turn, the Sports Ministry
asked the National Council
(NSC). which had prepared an
initial stadium project concept

See Page 12 Col 7
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