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Leave Out Public Servants

According to press reports, Khaleda Zia has
asked government officials and police not to coop-
erate in the ‘wrong' actions of the government and
not to always to comply with its orders (sharkarer
annay kajey shahajogita karben na, sharkarer ag-
gabaha haben na). Is it the tormer Prime Minister's
view that government officials and the police will,
from now on, sit in judgement of every government
action and decide, after due consideration, whether
to obey or not to obey an order? Can any govern-
ment work under those circumstances? What will
happen when she returns to power? Will not the
same officials and police sit in judgement of her
policies and actions? Is she not putting the gov-
ernment servants above the government, which is
elected by the people. Just because she happens to
think that the present government is doing every-
thing wrong, can she ask government servants to
disobey the elected government? She can, and must
make her case in the parliament, to the indepen-
dent media, and then to the people.

The leader of the opposition cannot be oblivious
of the meaning and implication of what she is say-
ing. Then why is she saying such provocative
things. We think, because she is allowing her per-
sonal feelings about the ruling party to get the bet-
ter of her judgement. Her statement that she will
allow no treaty signed by this government to be
implemented is about the most absurd remark any
responsible leader, especially a former head of
government, can make. The question is where will
such provocative political rhetoric take us. As
more the discourse gets mired in hyperbole and ex-
aggeration, often verging on the border line of un-
truth, facts get removed and prejudice and hatred
hold sway.

We have repeatedly appealed for the return of
sobriety in our politics, but to no avail. We now ap-
peal that please leave the government servants and
the police out of politics. We know BNP will say
what about the role of a section of government offi-
cials during the last days of its rule. Though the
two situations are not at all comparable, and with
a view to not getting into unnecessary arguments,
we simply say, one wrong does not justity another.
It never did, and will not do in the future. So, stop
doing what you know to be wrong.

Unacceptable

We wholeheartedly condemn the trail of attacks
launched on the participants on their way to
Khaleda Zia's public meeting at Gafargaon on Tues-
day. These sporadic assaults which were carried
out with the obvious purpose of scaring away those
keen on listening to the speech of the opposition
leader left some on-duty newsmen injured, let
alone the party activists. Although it is not crys-
tal-clear who or which gquarter was actually re-
sponsible for those_intimidating, undemocratic
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that the undesirable incidents could in no way
have taken place without an overt or covert in-
volvement of the ruling party.

The meeting at Lakshmipur was also aftected by
a similar pattern of violent intervention. There
also the venue was kept, through state-provided se-
curity, immune to trouble. But people coming to the
' meeting were harassed, attacked and obstructed at
- different points. Unlike those who are tnaster-
- minding these disruptive attacks we are convinced
' that the days for this type of feudal, heinous and
| repulsive tactic of waylaying opponents are over.
We would specially urge the party in power to deem
these incidents with utmost sensitivity and care
because the onus of giving democracy a firm foot-
ing, more than any other party, lies with them as it
lay with BNP when they were in power. The gov-
ernment should go all out to activate, if necessary,
all its machineries in ferreting out those nefarious
elements behind Tuesdays incidents and have
‘them put through exemplary punishment. The
point is that any attempt to dodge the responsibil-
ity by attributing the trouble to BNP's internal
bickerings would not take AL anywhere. Because
apart from being a question of its belief in the ba-
sic tenet of democracy which is coexistence or tol-
erance of opposition it tags along that of law and
order.

We endorse, in fact laud BNP chairperson
Khaleda Zia's sensible statement in a provocative
milieu that those responsible for the attacks, irre-
spective of their party affiliations, should be pur-

sued and brought to book without any fear or

favour and hope that the government , for the sake
of its own credibility, democracy and law and or-
der, will respond to this call sooner than later.

Long Live May Day Spirit

Labour is at the centre of all that man does and
aspires for. It is sad that universally man has
hardly paid labour its due and particularly in the
Asiatic Mode of development, as Marx loved to call
it, he who labours gets the rawest deal from the so-
cie

Bt{lt modern production wisdom and manage-
ment techniques have in the meantime come to en-
sure labour interest much better than ever done by
the so-called workers' states and parties. Dicken-
sian sweatshops have now no place in the indus-
trially successful nations.

The worker is in an uncertain condition in the
societies that are still to take off economically,
such as ours. It's a kind of purgatory they are living
through. Inefficiency in management and out-
moded entrepreneurship are pressuring labour to
remain where they belonged to in the Marxian
scheme of capitalist things — all the surplus value
created by them being expropriated by the capital-
ist. The sooner the nation will prosper as a whole,
the better will be the worker's lot. Or, conversely,
give him a better deal and you will prosper.

The release of the power of women's labour has
.been a wonderful event for this nation's develop-
ment. It will do many good things at one stroke.
This was brought about by necessity. And perhaps
necessity will again take care of the second major
development — rapid growth of landlessness push-
ing traditional peasantry to go for the labour mar-
ket in a very big way. Mishandled, this may lead to
disaster. Managed well, this will lead to the true
coming of the economic Bengal Tiger.

Long live the spirit of the May Day.
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Resignation of the CEC: Why or Why Not:

The post of the CEC is not only a highly respected and sensitive post, but, possibly because of that, it is

safeguarded by the Constitution. Nammmentmmnmmwmbmtﬁomhiaaﬂicemﬂhmdhhnr

God's will, except through a measure of constitutional amendment.

T HE BNP has demanded
resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner,
Mr Abu Hena, and his
replacement by a judge of the
Supreme Court. The incumbent
had been appointed to his post
before the 12 June election last
year. As far as one knows, his
appointment had received prior
consensus of the major
political parties, Mr Hena was
perhaps the only CEC, who as a
civil servant held a post which
had a post which had hitherto
been manned by distinguished
members of the high bench of
judiciary.

The post of the CEC is not
only a highly respected and
sensitive post, but, possibly be-
cause of that, it is safeguarded
by the Constitution. No gov-
ernment can remove arn incum-
bent from his office without his
or God's will, except through a
measure of constitutional
amendment. Then. why should
the CEC resign from his st,
not even at the behest of the
government but in consequernce
of allegations preferred by an
opposition political party,
however large that party may
be? Let us explore.

BNP alleged that during the

last June election, at various
places, the CEC had shown par-
tisanship attitude, did not take
appropriate measures (0 pre-
vent rigging and irregularities,
ignored BNP requests for justice
and redress and demonstrated
failure to carry out the heavy
responsibility that was en-
trusted upon him. They de-
manded his resignation and
boycotted all bi-elections since
October last. There had, indeed,
been 15 bi-elections since Octo-
ber last. There had, indeed, been
15 bi-elections before October,
but those seats represented the
ones vacated by the winners re-
turning from more than one
constituency during the June 12
election. The BNP held that
election to these seats as mere
extension to the 12 June elec-
tion and, therefore, partici-
pated.
Defeated political rival in an
election generally makes such
allegations, whether justified
or not, that the election had not
been fair. BNP has complained
of rigging after 1996 election, as
the Awami League had done, of
'fine rigging.' following the 1991
election. It, therefore, calls for a
careful examination as to
whether or to what extent their
claims are justified.

BNP made strong allegations
that bi-elections in Laxmipur-2
and in Mirersarai constituen-
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cies, originally won by BNP
candidates, had been rlcavlly
rigged. Bi-elections to these two
seats took place under the
Awami League government who
had already taken over power
and controlled the administra-
tive machinery. In Laxmipur,
the seat originally won by Be-

um Zia by a wide margin of

5.000 votes was lost to a new
face by Moudud Ahmed, an
erstwhile Prime Minister and
Vice President, who had worked
all his political life for promot-
ing welfare of the ple of that
area. The main allegation was
that the Awami League, with di-
rect and indiect connivance of
local authorities, forcibly oc-
cupied many polling centres
ang rigged the election. The CEC
went by helicopter and in-
spected a centre there, by previ-
ous arrangement, and before
the polling completed gave a
clean bill of fair voting.

The Mirersarai constituency
also had similar stories. The
polling there was completed by
noon, as stated by the defeated
candidate at a press conference

anti-government movement be-
fore ch -over of administra-
tion with the inception of the
Caretaker Government of Jus-
tice Habibur Rahman. These
administrators also acted as
the Returning Officers of their
respective districts, being the
chief arbiter of about 40 con-
stituencies. Even if these offi-
f}:lrs did I:,It;t wl?rg in favm; ﬂi;_

e party they had supported, |
accepted for the sake of argu-
ment, the very fact that they
had practically constituted the
rest of the government work
force, was deemed to be a dismal
failure of the CEC. He was com-
petent to take necessary action
which he did not.

Another case may be cited.
On the election day of 12 June,
CEC was told by BNP leaders
that administrators of
Bhola had been ac-
tively working against their
party workers and demanded
their immediate replacement,.
The CEC said that the Awarmni
League also made similar alle-
gation against administrators
jn Bagerhat. who would then

Currents and Crosscurrents

shortly thereafter. It is not
physically possible to complete
such massive polls without re-
sorting to extra-procedural
means, it was alleged.

Earlier, in the constituenc
of Laxmipur-4, Abdur Ra
Chowdhury of BNP lost to ASM
Abdur Rab of JSD. The former
alleged that areas around the
home of the latter were virtu-
ally made out of bounds for BNP
supporters, as was evident from
the fact that Chowdhury, while
obtaining over 60 per cent of
votes in most of the areas,
polled only about 10 per cent
votes in the so-called protected
area, thereby causing a heavy
and inexplicable tilt in the re-
sult in favour of his opponent.
These and about 60 cases have
been filed for adjudication and
are resting for long with the
CEC, without redress.

Some other serious allega-
tions made by the BNP against
the CEC lay in his inability to
change Deputy Commissioners
of about 7 districts who had
publicly expressed solidarity
with the opposition parties in

have to be replaced. The BNP
agreed to it as a matter of prin-
ciple that any officer objected
against by a major Eartiy would
be removed. The CEC failed to
implement the agreement with-
out advancing reasons. These
are many more cases that BNP
can describe in detail.

What we are interested to
learn is that despite findings of
a large number of international
observers in favour of a fair
Enll having been conducted,

ow could BNP sustain its stand
on rigging. BNP, on the other
hand, claims that it is difficult
for international observers, in
their pre-arranged tours forti-
fied by detachments of security
personnel, to detect the nature
and extent of the various forms
of rigging taking place out of
their sight in far-flung places in
the country. Of course, a num-
ber of measures need to be taken
to reform the election proce-
dure. Among these, introduc-
tion of identity cards, which
has already been taken in hand,
is important.

There exists ample scope for

Britain is about to see the most sweeping change in political faces
since 1945. Nearly 100 MPs have retired, most of them Conservatives,
and today's election is bringing in a huge array of new MPs. Further-
more. reports Gemini News Service, Labour's Cabinet-in-waiting are
all untested in office — an unprecedented situation since the Second .

World War. Derek Ingram writes from London

RITAIN looks like being

ruled for the first time

since the Second World
War by a team of ministers who
have never held Cabinet office.

Labour Party leader Tony
Blair was only 26 and newly
called to the Bar when the last
Labour government, led by
James Callaghan, was ousted by
Margaret Thatcher in 1979.
Blair became an MP in 1983.

Prime ministers in Britain
nearly always graduate through
what are seen as the great of-
fices of state : Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Foreign and Com-
monwealth Secretary and
Home Secretary.

When Thatcher became
prime minister she had been
only minister of education, but
her post-war predecessors, At-
tlee, Churchill, Eden, Macmil-
lan, Douglas-Home and
Callaghan had sat in Cabinet in
several capacities. Harold Wil-
son had been President of the
Board of Trade at 31 under At-
tlee, but nothing else until he
became premier.

A situation comparable to
the current one in Britain
would be that in Canada when
John Diefenbaker brought the
Progressive Conservatives back
into power in 1957 after 22

years out of office. No-one, in-
cluding himself, had govern-
ment experience.

But in Britain, the last time
a Cabinet of entirely new faces
took over was in 1924 when
Ramsay MacDonald formed
Britain's first Labour govern-

ment.

A change of this kind throws
an unusually heavy responsi-
bility on the civil service,.
Months before a general elec-
tion, officials in even ministry
prepare with great thorough-
ness alternative policy scenar-
ios for implementation after

olling day. These have to be

ased on the policy statements
and s hes of the two parties
before and during the election
campaign, as well as on infor-
mal talks with opposition lead-
ers in the months before an
election.

In Britain, a government can

%?111 an election at any time -

thin five years, provided it is
not defeated on a confidence
vote in the House of Commons.
So senior officials often haye to
cope with a long period of un-
certainty.

Over the past few months,
Treasury civil servants must
hayve been scuttling about like
rabbits in springtime because

'It is insulting'

Sir, I refer to your piece, "It is
insulting”, regarding peregrine's
letter to the Prime Minister. |
am entirely in agreement with
you. Mr Tose's letter to the PM

~comes close on the heels of

P-ETE%I’iI‘lErE "Open letter to the
people of Bangladesh" which
was carried in the form of an
advertisement in your daily on
the 10th of the instant.

While Mr Tose is entitled to
believe that his employees are
innocent of the charges brought
against them by the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh, I object to
the outrageous and unaccept-
able manner in which Mr Tose
has chosen to address the issue
and influence the wheels of jus-
tice. Or has he been made to be-
lieve by ‘individuals in Dhaka
that by embarking on such a
course of action, he can brow-
beat the authorities here? What
does Mr Tose mean that that
"the inclusion of his employees
among the arrest list is an act of
gross misjustice” or "that it is
quite clearly for politically
motivated reasons”. The only
matter that is quite clear to me

and to many others is that gross
irregularities have taken place
in the country's stock ex-
changes and that our courts are
the best places to decide the in-
nocence or otherwise of those
accused.

Rather than threatening and
sermonising Bangladesh about
the consequences of the Gov-
ernment's actions, Mr Tose
would be will advised to put his
own house in order and to im-
Ermre and reform Peregrine's in

ouse control mechanisms. He
has to ask himself why his
company has run into problems
in Vietnam, Burma and, now,
Bangladesh.

On a closing note, I am re-
minded that in 1988, BCCI was
indicted on money laundering
charges in Florida. [ wonder
how the President of the USA
would have reacted had the
head of BCCI written to him in
the manner in which Mr Tose
has written to Sheikh Hasina.
Mr Agha Hasan Abedi obviously
new better,

A Ahmed
75/2 Indira Road,
Dhaka

Labour wants to bring in a new
budget within weeks of coming
to office and change back the
annual financial timetable.
Only four years ago, the Tories
broke with long tradition and
switched Budget Day from April
to November.

One reason for the immedi-
ate change is Labour's plan to
introduce immediately a "wind-
fall tax" — that is, to cream off
excessive profits from former
state industries that have been
privatised. But Blair and Gor-
don Brown, who would be
Chancellor of the Exchequer,
think the old Budget schedule
was more sensible.

All the signs are that Labour
policy changes generally will be
nothing like as drastic as those
which marked the labour victo-
ries in 1945 and 1964 or
Thatcher's Torytriumph in
1979.

It was once said of a certain
British prime minister that he
never made any promises and
he never broke his promise.
Apart from its plan for devolu-
tion in Scotland, the Labour
Party's 1997 campaign has been
notable for the very few specific
promises made during the run-
up to polling, although at the
end, there were a number of
confusing signals.

Labour has been simply ter-
rified of making promises. It
has been accused too often of
suggesting costly reforms with-
out satisfactorily explaining

‘where the money was coming

from.

The British public has come
to be tired of politicians mak-
ing large numbers of promises
during the campaign and then
breaking them. Many were
made by the previous Labour
Party leader, Neil Kinnock. in
his 1992 campaign, and too

many voters simﬁl}r did not be-
lieve they would keep them.

As it was, the Tories were
returned with promises to cut
taxes, but soon increased them.

Tony Blair was determined
to keep any detailed promises to
the minimum, and, under his
strict discipline, Labour politi-
cians were ordered to be on
guard when they made any
commitments, especially if
they involved spending any ex-
tra money.

The inevitable result was a
Conservative counter-attack,
accusing Labour of not coming
clear on what they were really
going to do. This gave the Tories
glentfauf scope to suggest that

ew Labour (under which title
Blair's party was so skillfully

compelling

advancing arguments and
counter- ts. Our purpose
is not to embroiled in that
exercise. What is needed to
examine is whether, in the
inidst of so many allegations
justified or not, the CEC should
stay in office or go voluntarily.
Even If these allegations are not
fair or just, it would be in the
interest of all that he goes. The
CEC is a post which must com-
mand confidence of major po-
litical parties, who represent
the people, otherwise he must
vacate. This was also stated
clearly by a son no less than
the President of the Republic
himself at a conference of
Commonwealth Chief Electoral
Officers held in Dhaka on the
7th of this month. The Presi-
dent said and | quote, "If, for
some reason or other, people
have got no confidence in the
Election Commission, the elec-
tion held by it, even if it is held
in a fair manner, will not be ac-
cepted by them." The CEC
should comply.

What could then be the pos-
sible scenario, if the CEC

refuges to tender resignation?
The BNP may continué€ to -

cott all polls. They may start a
country-wide movement for
his resignation.
There can even be violence in
some future polls. Violence will
breed more violence. The atmo-
sphere in the country will be vi-
tiated. Stability and conse-
quently economic growth in the
country will greatly be ham-

red. All quarters will sustain
ﬁ:fss and none will gain. All
these developments constitute a
possible scenario which can be
avoided only by the resignation
of one person from office. Our
hope is modest. We do not aspire
for a Seshan of India, who pro-
duced nightmare to his gov-
ernment, nor even a De Silva of
Sri Lanka, who conducted elec-
tions for long 11 years to the en-
tire satisfaction of both the rul-
ing party and the opposition.
We simply want someone, who
is above controversy.

If the CEC is truly a patriot,
which we all assume he is, he
should voluntarily step down.
This will in no way be consid-
ered a stain on his otherwise
unblemished and distinguished
career in the civil service. On
the contrary, this will be con-
strued as a patriotic gesture of a
conscientious citizen in a bid to
promote peace, stability, under-
standing and, above all, democ-
racy in his land. If I were him, I
would have done so. But he is
not me. He is better, hence the
expectation.

- The Blair Team Every One -
Untried 1in Office

Tony Bilair and John Major: Change

or continuity?
marketed) was really still old
Labour and once it came to of-
fice it would be following the
left-wing dogma of thé past.

Both main parties are now
the victims of a public percep-
tion that all politicians are
charlatans and that nothin
they say is to be believed. Eac
says you cannot trust the other
and the public trusts none of
them.

The votes for Labour will
prove to be anti-Tory rather
than enthusiastically pro-
Labour. Many voters want a sel
of new faces in charge.

The result is that this elec-
tion is the first for a long time
in which the ruling party has
not tried to bribe the electorate
by making the economy tem-
porarily look good and offering
financial concessions in the
year before an election.

The British economy is cer-
tainly looking healthier than it
has done in the earlier years of
the Major regime but this time
it looks genuinely better, and
Labour has not tried to make
out that it has been dressed up
to win votes. The Chancellor,
Kenneth Clarke, has resisted
any pressure from his col-
leagues to take short-term eco-
nomic measures for electoral
TEasons.

The weakness of democracy
is that the easiest way to win
votes is to promise jam today. It
may be that this time on com-
ing to office, Labour will say it
has now seen the books and
they are not as good as everyone
was being led to expect. In
which case they will be able to
say they were wise not to make
any expensive promises. And
Blair will be able to say he did
not break his word.

The writer was editor of
Gemini News Service for 28
years and is now its Consultant
Editor.

Dhaka Day by Day

The Essential Fixers

“When one of the tyres of m
rickshaw went flat in the mid-
dle of the Manik Mian Avenue, |
had to walk the vehicle all the
way to a mistri near Lalmatia,”
said Khalilur Rahman, hailing
from Gaibandha some fifteen
years ago, who lives at Khil-
gaon. According to Rahman, the
number of these rickshaw re-
pair-men would be at least
4.000 or so all over the city.
"These mistris are essential for
us, the rickshawallas, as we are
to you.,” Rahman further added:
"We sometimes have to seek
their services thrice a day.” But
according to another rickshaw-
puller, the number of these
menders would be 12,000,

Does this send a worried ;?
nal to the people who already
consider rickshaws as the ma-

jor constituent of the bad-gu

henomenon for Dhaka traif-
ic? Yes, a section of city-
dwellers are voicing nst the
rickshaws to rpl;',.r on, for "their”
sheer waste of time, energy and
money in this vehicle-clogged
capital city of Dhaka.
"But more than ten thousand
ple will find themselves job-
ess if the rickshaws are pushed
of the roads,” said Muhammad
Asaduzzaman., a rickshaw-
puller for six years in his mid-
30s, adding: "These mistris
have come to the capital city,
like me, with no hope of retrac-
ing their footsteps to villages;
well, I am not too, sure about
their number, but [ think they
do need to stay in Dhaka for no
other-reason than to feed their
families.”
: The menders-of-rickshaws.
normally sit to work on the
edge of pavements, but their
presence is hardly felt by the
passersby unlike it is the case
with roadside hawkers and mo-
tor-vehicle service shops. They
usually go unnoticed by the
"clean-traffic” campaigners be-
cause these mistris never pose

by Ekram Kabir

Fixing a Dhakai Dola — Photo: Suvash Kumar Barman
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any problems like bloc the
walkways and roads. And this
is true in the back that they
sit quietly, although in large
numbers, in less-crowded
places of the streets and toil
over from dawn to dusk.

Says Abdul Halim: "Are t{ﬂ:.lu

to make arrangemen

evict us? We already hear that
rickshaws are being considered
to be abolished at the ;i:twcr
echelons: if they are not to
exist, consequently, the same
fate, ] am sure, is waiting for
us.”

Halim came to Dhaka some
ten years ago from Faridpur,
where he was a landless
farmer. The money he used to
earn there could not even serve
the purpose of living for him
and his wife. For a couple of
years in Dhaka, he worked
mostly as a building construc-
tion proletarian and other
doable chores around the city.

As a letter-perfect man,
Halim said: "All that I had done
at that time was seasonal
labour; during the lean period,
unemployment and borrowing
money from others were op-
tions of necessity. Now that |
am working as a rickshaw re-
pair-man. [ don't have to worry
about employment for me, and
for the schooling of my two
daughters. This is a round-the-

job — although my in come

uctuates ay — and I earn
Taka 100 ay in average.”
Eve ere around the city,

they charge flat-rates for each
repair-work — Taka ten for
working onn one wheel, Taka
e in the
tube etc. Acco alim, ft
takes Taka 3,000 to start this
trade of service giving to rick-
shawwalas. Though rickshaw-
mending is one of the most mi-
cro businesses in the city, the
rickshaw-pullers seem to enjoy
a bond o friendsh}p and the
best consumer satisfaction.

OPINION

Dialogue Can Sustain
Democracy

Liaqgot Ali

Democracy is viewed as
something prismatic reflecting
diverse colours. Democracy is a
symphony of many views,
many sides. It is a not one-way
but a two-way traffic. Democ-
racy is not a monologue, but is
essentially a dialogue. In
democracy, people are the ulti-
mate judge — they alone have
the right to decide which side is
right and what is good for them
as well as for the country. This
is why a
said : "No better substitute of
democratic dispensation has
been found till today.”

Viewed in this context,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
invitation to the Leader of the
Opposition Begum Khaleda Zia
for an ﬂFen dialogue on critical
national issues, preferably on
the television, is a welcome
move, Reiterating her call in a
public meeting in Bogra re-
cently, the Prime Minister ex-
pressed the hope that the Leader
of the position would re-
spond to her call in a positive
manner. The Prime Minister
said the agenda is open in that
the entire gamut of issues before
the nation would come up for
debate and the people, by and
large, would then be able to
form their opinion and pass

judgement on the respective

roles of the ruling and the oppo-
sition parties vis-a-vis the na-
tional interests.

Since, 1991, and to be precise
since the anti-autocratic
movement in the eighties, the
present Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition are
playing determining roles in
national politics. They have to-
gether metamorphosed the
country's political spectrum by
restoring the long-cherished
parliamentary democracy. In
reference to the verdict of the
people, their roles today stand
redefined and changed : the
former Prime Minister is now
the Leader of the Opposition
and the previous Leader of the
Opposition is presently the
Prime Minister of the country.
Constitutional obligation of
holding elections under a neu-
tral non-party caretaker gov-
ernment was designed to sta-
bilise democracy and ensure
peaceful transfer of power to the
elected representatives of the
people. After the turmoil and
turbulence of the last few years,
the people now naturally expect

kEat the leaders would behave

great sage of the West -

in a responsible manner and
the country would graduate to a
stable democracy. ,

But, barely nine months
could go after the present gov-
ernment assumed office, the
main opposition party has pub-
licly declared that no more time
could be given to it. It has, in
fact, given an ultimatum. and
stern programmes including
hartal to unseat the govern-
ment. Much heat has alread
been generated in the politic
arena and a confrontational
situation is fast created to
the dismay of all and sundry.
Incidences of anarchy in the
country and the government
side is blaming the opposition
for the same. Side by side, the
atmosphere is being vitiated
through mud-slinging and
smear campaign.

All these are against the very
spirit of democracy and nega-
tion of the sovereignty and
supremacy of the people, faith
and trust in their judgement
and flouting of the constitu-
tional provision. Constitu-
tionally, the government is set
to rule for a five-year term if it
enjoys the support of the major-
ity in Parliament. Before that,
it cannot be unseated or forced
out of office. If there is any gen-
uine grievance against the gov-
ernment, there are appropriate
forums to ventillate it. Act of
sabuta%& m"j anarchy cannot go

allel to democracy.
pﬂrhgajnst t?liﬂ baclzdrup. the
need for a djaluFue appears to
have become all the more im-
perative between the ruling and
the opposition sides so that the
issues can be discussed amica-
bly and possible confrontation
can thus be averted. Such an
open dialogue would also pro-
vide the people with an quur—
tunity to be informed ol the
roles of the two opposing par-
ties, who, in their turn, will
also be able to better project
their viewpoints and thereby

dispel all concussions and vile
propaganda. This way democ-
racy will have a smooth sailing
to the advantage of both the
sides. The advent of a new cen-
tury is heralding with newer
opportunities for us.

A summit level dialogue be-
tween our two top leaders
should therefore be held imme-
diately. The Prime Minister's
proposal reflects the wishes of
the enlightened segments in the

society. S
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