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Labour supporters in John Major masks demonstrating outside Downing Street in London

Bangabandhu murder |
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plication, the opportunity for
which, however, they could not
utilise, he added.

The court rejected the peti-
tion saying it was not main-
tainable.

Azra Ali, the counsel] of the
accused Farook, submitted a
petition before the judge seek-
ing adjournment on the

unds that one writ petition

ad already been filed belore
the High Court Division, which
was also fixed for hearing the
same day.

The lawyer also informed
that another petition under Ar-
ticle 110 of the Constitution has
been filed before the High Court
~ Division but that petition has
been sent to the Chief Justice
for constitution of the court for
its hearing.

The prosecution alleged that
it was a delaying tactics pursued
by the defence.

Tanneries
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He said different tannery as-
sociations have also agreed to
the plan.

anneries use over 30 types
of chemicals for processing
leather and hundreds of tonnes
of these harmful waste materi-
als flow into the river Burig-
anga. A'vast area of land and
water streiching over 20 km in
all directions, has already been
polluted, the DOE official said.

The most dangerous of all
these chemicals used is
chromium. It permeates into
fish, plants and vegetables and
may cause brain damage.

1t has taken us years to
make the tannery owners re-
alise that a treatment plant can
retain most of the chemicals
and help e those," the DOE
official said. Chromium is a
costly chemical and is im-
ported. If recycled, it could be
~used several times, the DOE of-
ficial said.

The trial of the Banga-
bandhu murder case formally
commenced at the court of Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge, Dhaka
on April 8, with indictment of
20 people accused in the killi
of tﬁe ounder President Sheik
Mujibur Rahman and his fam-
ily in the early morning:of Au-
gust 15, 1975.

The case in this connection
was lodged with the Dhanmondi
thana in Oectober last by
Mahitul Islam, resident PS of
the then President.

Of those facing the trial five
in jail custody were produced
before the court during yester-
day's proceedings. They were: Lt
Col (dismissed) Syed Farookur
Rahman, Lt Col (relieved) Sul-
tan Shahriar Rashid Khan,
Taheruddin Thakur, former
minister of state for informa-
tion; Lt Col Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Acting Director, BNCC, Dhaka;
Capt Hon Abdul Wahab Joarder.

Zobaida Rashid, wife of Lt
Col (dismissed) A Rashid Khan-
daker, also an accused in the
case was earlier granted bail by
the Supreme Court.

The absconding 14 accused
of the case, however, were fac-
ing the trial in absentia.

3 RU officials
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The university authorities
have announced appointments
in three important posts re-
moving the 'pro-Jamaat-Shibir’
officials.

Prof Yunus of Economic De- -

partment has been appointed
Registrar, Prof M Nurullah

Treasurer and Associate Prof
Faruquzzaman Administrator,
Press and Public Relations.

Three pro-Jamaat provosts
have also been replaced by Prof
Abdur Razzaq in the Habibur
Rahman Hall, AKM Abdul
Mazid in SM Hall and Prof
Khairul Anam in the Mother
Box Hall.
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Newspapers, quoting a brief-
ing by an unidentified Downing
Street official, reported that
Blair plans, if he wins on
Thursday, to move in with his
wife, Cherie, a lawyer, and their
children, Euan, 13, Nicholas,
11, and Kathryn, 9.

The four-bedroomed apart-
ment at the top of the house-
normally used only by the
prime minister and spouse —
may have to be extended, offi-
cials said.

Blair would be the youngest
prime minister this century, a
record previously held by Ma-
jor.

UK polls results

won’t affect
ties: Envdy

Britain's relations with
Bangladesh will not be influ-
enced by the results of tomor-
TOwW's pBarliamEntary elections,
a top British diplomat said in
the city yesterday, reports UNB.

"We have a warm and cordial
relation with Bangladesh and it
will continue to be strengthened
in future," said David Walker,
the British High Commissioner
to Bangladesh.

Briefing newsmen on the
May 1 parliamentary polls in
Britain at a city hotel, Walker
said the Dhaka-London ties
will not be affected even if the
Labour Party of Tony Blair,
which is leadinﬁ' the pre-elec-
tion opinion polls, wins.

He, however, said that if
Labour wins, there may be mi-
nor changes in favour of immi-
gration.

A 15-minute video on the
system of the parliamentary
elections in Britain was
screened on the occasion.

Deputy High Commissioner
Ms Miriam McIntosh, Second
Secretary (Political, Press and
Public Affairs] EG Manley and
Press and Public Affairs Officer
Shaikat Rushdee Haque were
present at the press briefing.

Army chief leaves
for New Delhi

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen
Muhammad Mahbubur Rah-
man left Dhaka for New Delhi
yesterday on a goodwill visit to
India at the invitation of the
Indian Army Chief, reports
UNB. K

During the visit, Mahbub
will call on Indian Army, Navy

and Air Chiefs and other im- -

portant personalities, said an
[SPR press release.

He will visit important
training institutions in India
E‘rﬂile place a wreath at the Indian

dle,

Accidents
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Medical College Hospital.

Police said the mishap oc-
curred when a Bhairab-bound
bus collided with the Dhaka-
bound microbus from Gho-
rashal at Bhulta at about 2 pm.

The injured, identified as
Rﬂkﬂﬁﬂ Sultana, 12, another
daughter of Fatema, and bus
pa ers Raju Ahmed, 14, and
Helaluddin 13, were rushed to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

A traffic. mishap near Dom-
rakanda bridﬁc, six km off
Faridpur town left three people
dead and 20 others injured,
nine seriously.

Police said the mishap oc-
curred when a Faridpur-bound
bus from Salta ran off the road
and fell into a ditch at about
12:30 pm.

The dead were identified as
Khondaker Farooq Hossain, 27,
Hayatur Rafiq Kallol and bus
helper Biswajit Pintu, 22.

Pintu died on the spot, Fa-
rooq succumbed to his injuries
on way to hospital and Rafi
died at the Faridpur Medica
College Hospital (FMCH).

Five of the seriously injured
were rushed to the FMCH while
the rest four to the Faridpur

| General Hospital.

The Executive Committee of
the National Economic Council
(ECNEC) yesterday approved 21
development projects involving
Tk 1410.77 crore, including Tk
431.25 crore in project aid, re-

| ports UNB.

The approval was given at a
meeting held at the National
Economic Council Bhaban at
Sher-e-Banglanagar with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair.

The projects are social em-

rment in poverty allevia-

tion through participation at
assroots level project, rural
ittaheen programme, rural de-
velopment project 12 (2nd
hase), stre ening of project
ormulation and implementa-
tion through participation of
local people in poverty allevia-
tion, formulation of participa-
tory programme and creation of
working capacity for poverty
alleviation at local level and
Dutch aided expeditious im-
plementation project, final
phase, group-2 and char devel-
opment and settlement project.

The projects also include
construction of 64 km double
line of raiiwai; on Dhaka-Chit-
tagong main line from Tongi to
Bhairab Bazar, construction of

@he Daily Star

21 projects involving
Tk 1411cr approved

Langalbandh Bridge on Dhaka-
Daudkandi road., installation
of high speed computer to in-
troduce numerical weather

ediction techniques, 78 radio
inks for thanas and other
places.

Extension and further de-

velopment of Osmani Airport at

Sylhet, further development of

and leprosy control services,
strengthening of maternity and
child health services project
(4th phase), comprehensive
public health nutrition pro-
gramme, English language
teaching improvement project,
introduction of double shift and
Extension in selected high
schools (government and pri-
vate).

Communication programme
to achieve the target of children
and women development in
Bangladesh, completion of in-
complete work ol Chittagong,
Rajshahi and Khulna divi-
sional stadiums, youth training
and m:lf-cm}:lluymcnt project,
special development and pro-
duction programme and con-
struction of refuelling hydrant
line at Dhaka International
Airport. There are also nine re-
vised projects in the approved
21 projects.

.some other
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dents said.

Local people said some
armed people attacked the Bal-
aka Express train at the
Mashakhali Rail Station in the
morning. A good number of
BNP workers and supporters
were going to the meeting venue
in the train. Passengers of the
train were indiscriminately
beaten up and most of them
were forced to get down. People
going to the meeting venue were
also harassed and obstructed at
laces, witnesses
said adding that most of the at-
tacks took place at the Bhash-
luka crossing. However, police
dispersed the attackers before
Begum Zia reached the spot,
they said.

BNP leaders alleged that the
attacks were made by armed AL
workers under the guidance of
party MP Altaf Hossain Golan-
daz while some local people
claimed that the attackers afsn
included activists of a faction of
the local BNP and those of its
front organisations.

Addressing the meeting, Be-
gum Zia accused the ruling
party of attempting to foil her
public meeting "because it did
not come to power with people’s
mandate”. "Had the people n
with them, they could have or-
ganised a counter meeting to

‘Talks with Ctg
port users in

city today
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 29: Nego-
tiations between the authorities
and the Port Users Forum are
going to resolve the issue of use
of private equipment at the
Chittagon Port, official
sources said,

Officials of the Ministry of
Ports and Shipping are sched-
uled to hold another round of
meeting with the Port Users Fo-
rum tomorrow in Dhaka, the
sources said.

Deputy Minister for Ports
and Shipping also held a meet-
ing with the CBA leaders of port
workers on Sunday to resolve
the issue.

The Port Users Forum, in an
earlier letter to the shipping
ministry had urged it to give a
decision on the issue by tomor-

| DSE index
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Ali Zamal, Mizan Bhuiyan, Za-
hid Hossain and Mosharraf
Hossain were among those who
spoke at the rally.

They said the investors had
lost confidence in the stock ex-
change leadership and as such
the DSE Council should be dis-
solved immediately.

The DSE All Share Price In-
dex rose by 36.14 points reach-
ing 936.57 points yesterday
gﬂm 899,38 points the previous

ay.

}Tﬂut of a total of 121 traded
issues, the prices of 102 com-
panies' shares rose while 16 is-
sues suffered losses and 3 re-
mained unchanged.

More than 2.12 lakh shares
and debentures, valued at Tk
3.81 crore, changed hands dur-
ing the day.

Hartal programme

prove their public support,” she
commented.

An angry
"Foiling today's meet won't sto
me from coming here again. I'
come here again and hold meet-
ing.”
By foiling BNP meeti and
repressing its workers, the rul-
ing party wants to implement
their designs to jeopardise the
national independence and
mvgrﬂgntg uninterrupted, she
said.

"We won't allow them to exe-
cute whatever accords they sign
to make the coun a vassal
state,” Begum Zia said and urged
the government official not to
cooperate with the government
in fulfilling its desires.

She also warned the gov-
ernment officials of the "conse-
quences of being the citizens of
a province of another country.”
She added: "In that case, you
won't be able to have a job and
find your existence in an inde-
pendent munU'Iy ... you'll have
to be answerable to your chil-
dren and grand children”.

However, the Opposition
leader urged to local adminis-
tration to punish the culprits,”
no matter whether they belong
to the ruling party or the Oppo-
sition.

Chaired by the Gafargaon
thana BNP chief Fazlur -
man Sultan, the meeting was
also addressed by central lead-
ers of the party Abdus Salam
zﬂuﬁdar, l{h:'!;::u ud Ahmed, Ab-

atin owdhury, si-
tion Chief Whip I%aggl;ﬂar
Delwar Hossain, Fazlur Rah-
man Patal, MP, Maj (Retd)
Akhteruzzaman, MP, Maj.
(Retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed, MP,
Amanullah Aman, MP and A F
M Nazmul Huda, MP.

On her way back to the city,
Begum Zia went to the house of
Nazmul Haq and consoled him
and his family members.

Abolition of visa

system among
SAARC states -
proposed

NEW DELHI, Apt 29: Repre-
sentatives of Bangladesh, India
and Pakistan, at the recently
concluded Asia-Pacific rela-
tions conference here, strongly
pleaded for abolition of visa

system among the South Asian -

Association for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC] countries to
boost regional cooperation in
all spheres, reports BSS.

The proposal was mooted by
Bangladesh representative
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmad and
was supported by Harcharan

-Singh Josh, President of the In-

dian Council of World Affairs.

Josh said if visa restrictions
were removed it could increase
people-to-people contact among
the SAARC nations.

Talking to newsmen, Josh
said Pakistani representative
at the conference, Dr Fateh Yar

" Ali Khan, President of the Insti-

tute of International Affairs,
welcomed the proposal and said
if the European nations could
remove visa restrictions wh

;:uul::l the SAARC nations not do
| &

m Zia said, .

L
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Sthanouk's
promise

PHNOM PENH, Apr 29:
Cambodia's King Norodom Si-
hanouk said today he would
"talk no more of abdicating” his
throne, to avoid "displeasing”
some of his count en who
are concerned at the prospect,
reports AFP.

AL activist
slaughtered
in Sirajgan;

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 29: Uni-
dentified assailants slaugh-
tered a ruling party activist at a
village in Rﬂi{]an thana early
today, reports :

Police said a group of armed
miscreants dragged out Hira
Lal, 26, from his residence at
Koljan village and killed him at
a paddy field near Khirtola. The

motive of the killing could not
be ascertained.

Later, police recovered the
beheaded of Hira Lal from
the paddy field. A case was filed |

with Raiganj thana.

3 JCD leaders
sent to jail
In Sirajgan;j

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 29: Three
local leaders of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) were sent to
jail hajat as they surrendered
to a court here today, reports
UNB.

The JCD leaders — Saidur
Rahman, Emdad Hossain and
Hilton accused of a BCL leader
murder case — were sent to jail
after Magistrate Georges Milah
rejected their bail prayers.

But the court granted bail to
21 JCD leaders, including the
three, wanted in four other
cases. Among others who got
bail in the four cases were

Anisuzzaman, Nazmul Hassan
and Munshi Kamaluddin.

Probe into arms
recovery from
orphanage

State Minister for Social
Welfare, Women and Children
Affairs Dr Mozammel Hossain
yesterday directed the authori-
ties to submit a enquiry report
on arms haul from Sir Salimul-
lah Muslitn Orphanage at Az-
impur, reports BSS.

The directive came when he
visited different sections of the
orphanage.

The minister expressed dis-
satisfaction over the 'misman-
agement' in different section of
the orphanage.

Arms recovery:

3 on remand
By Staff Correspondent

Three persons, arrested in
connection with recovery of a
cache of firearms and ammuni-
tion at the construction site of
the Moon Sing-Farad Memorial
Trust in the city on Monday,
were placed on a day's remand
yesterday.

Police said, the three — Ran-
gnun DAs, Japan Duty and To-
azzal Hossain — were produced
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court in the morn-
ing. The court ted the re-
mand for further interrogation.-

r

Hostess Trolley

Traffic jam for
10 hours at

Dhaka-Ctg highway

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 29: A
massive traffic jam near the
Kanchpur on the Dhaka-
Chit way continued
for over 10 hours yesterday,
said witnesses.

Witnesses said two vehicles
::g; out of order I;Er the

ridge causing the traffic jam
from around 1:45 pm. )

The vehicles, a bus
and a truck, could not be re-
moved from the road till the
writing of this report late last
night.

Discussion on AL
party constitution

A meeting of the Awami

e's constitution and mani-

festo sub-committee was held

last night at Ganabhaban with

committee chairman Abdul

Mannan MP in the chair, re-
ports UNB.

Prime Minister and Awami
League President Sheikh
Hasina attended the meeting as
chief guest, said a party press
release.

The meeting elaborately dis-
cussed various clauses sub-
clauses of the party constitu-
tion and took some important
decision to this effect.

Expulsion
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from the letter signed Er-
shad. " ny
Giving his comments on the
withdrawal of the cxpulalun or-
der, Moazzem said, "the hurdle
for a dialogue with the chair-
man has now been removed."”
Asked about their stand on

. the joint press statement issued

by the three leaders on April 10
and April 25 Moazzem said, 'We
still stand by those demands.'

On April 10 the three leaders
issued a joint press statement
demanding that JP play the role
of an opposition party, follow
democratic wvalues, Islamic
principles and rid the organi-
sation of all scandals.

The joint statement issued
on April 25, appealed to all con-
cerned for preparing for the

council session of the party
May besides they alsupt:rmgz

the decision of appointing An-
war Hossain Manju as the first

vice chairman of the party un-
democratic. Manju, who is also
the secret general of the
party, holds a cabinet post in
the Awami League government.

JCD: Syndicate

From Page 1

their normal activities in those .

halls,

The decision to dissolve the
DUCSU and the hall union
committees was taken by the
Syndicate on the basis of a rec-
ommendation of a committee
which investigated the killing

of a university student on
March 13.
Talking to The Daily Star,

Nasiruddin Asim the DU unit
convenor of JCD said, the re-
port of the killing was politi-
cally motivated. It was submit-
ted just to humiliate the JCD,

said Mosarraf Hossain, JCD
Vice President.

He also said the committee
formed to investigate the
killing of Arif Hossain Taj had
no authority to recommend
dissolution of the DUCSU and
hall union bodies.

The general secre of the
Awami League backed Chhatra
League Ishaque Ali Khan Panna
has urged the Vice Chancellor to
implement the decision of the
Syndicate immediately and de-
clare a schedule for DUCSU
elections. ;

Talking to this correspon-
dent, he said, the situation on
the campus was now compara-
tively good and it could b= made
even better.

President of Bangladesh
Chhatra Union Aslam Khan
has also hailed the decisi>n and
demanded elections.

The secret general of
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
Saifur Rahman Tapan has also
hailed the decision.

Next round of
Indo-Pak talks
in mid-May

NEW DELHI, Apr 29: The
second round of the resumed

foreign level talks be-
tween India Pakistan to re-
solve bilateral is-
sues will be after the

SAARC summit in Maldives in
mid-May, an external Affairs

Furf:kgn Minister Gohar Anh

Khan's statement in |

yesterday that his government
had m;;gtstcd that the next
round of talks be held from May

1-3, the said -
these days.”
ogistic reasons,

e hope to m}y fi-
nalise mutually acceptable
dates in the near future.” The
spokesman said adding that

most the dates will be
decided in the

between
the ministers the two
countries at the SAARC summit
in Male.

The first round of talks be-
tween the foreign secretaries of
Pakistan and India were held in
New Delhi from March 28 to 31
after a gap of three :

However, the between
the two for secretaries,
Salman Haider of India and
Shamsad Ahmad of Pakistan,
were overshadowed by the polit-
ical development in India when
Co ss withdrew support to

Chidambaram
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coalition was announced by
Moopanar in Madras, Press
Trust of India said. The
move was taken in national
interest, PTI quoted Moopanar
as sa .

The sion by the to
rejoin could bring P hi-
dambaram, the pro-reform fi-
gancc mlﬁnéa::lr.h;izck into the

abinet. not

inted a Finance Minister aid

as said he would adopt the

annual budget that Chi-
dambaram presented to Par-
liament in | ary.

The budget, praised by busi-
nesses for taxes and
further o € economy,

is scheduled to come up for ap-
proval in the new session of
parliament that begins tomor-
row.

With the Congress Party
Tuesday promising to support
it, the bu:éet may be , but
Glgral. who came to after
a I-E;{ squabble for leader-
ship, face new trouble when
Parliament resumes.

His Janata Dal Party is
likely to come under pressure
to force out the boss Laloo
Prasad Yadav on charges of
corruption.

Related story on page 8

Nasir group
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Chittagong Metropolitan
olice has announced reward
or the informer who will be
able to provide information

about where-abouts of Nasir.
Police recently raided the
hideout of Nasir Bahini at Pa-
rade corner and recovered a
huge quantity of modern

weapons, police said. But Nasir

escaped arrest by opening in-
discriminate fire, police said.

Since then, police began a mas-
sive hunt for Nasir.

Gorai

From Page 1

Barrage is constructed, the
system will function on its own

without heavy recurrent
diture.’
‘The Ganges Barrage is a top

most priority project of the gov-
ernment,’ an earlier report said.
A Tk 60 crore project pro

for conducting the feasibility
study and prc?.rlng design of
the proposed Barrage will be
placed before the cabinet
shortly, it added.

Water resources
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BSS adds: Ramashwami
Iyer, former water resources
secretary of India and now a re-
search professor of CPR, said
that each of the GBM countries
should undertake pragmatic
programmes for necessary de-
velopment of the respective
peoples.

In this respect he referred to
the Mahakali and Ganges

ments signed between In-
dia and Nepal and India and
Bangladesh and said these two
accords had led the situation
towards a positive turn which

could be used for exploration of
areas for Further cooperation
among the countries of this re-
gion.

Daman Nath Dhungana of
[IDS said that a conducive at-
mosphere was now prevailing
both in terms of bilateral rela-
tions among the participating
countries and an environment
for possible cooperation at the
regional level.

"Despite the fact that there
has been some degree of politi-
cal instability in our countries.

Recently, the spirit of coopera-
tion and a sense of in erdepen-
dence have increased nstead of
decreasing,” he obsen ed,

In this context, Dhungana
said efforts for harnessing the
Eastern Himalayan rivers for
the betterment of the people of
the region must continue in a
nonpartisan way with support
from any government in power
in any of these countries.

Members of parliament,
politicians, water experts, aca-
demics and journalists of
Bangladesh, India and Nepal

are taking part in the ihree-day
conference. '
Dr Qazi Khalequzzaman of

BUP is leading the 28-member
Bangladesh delegation, Ra-
mashwami R lyer is leading the
13-member Indian delegation
and Upendra Dev Bhatta is
leading the 15-member
Nepalese delegation to the con-
ference.

Earlier, three conferences
were held in Dhaka in August
1995, in New Delhi in October
1996 and in Kathmandu in
January in 1997.
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