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and Victoria SC at the National Hockey Stadium yesterday. The holders won 5-0.

Abahani accords

reception today

Sports Reporter

Abahani will accord a recep-
tion to the members of the
Bangladesh national team,
winners of the sixth ICC Tro-
phy, in the city tonight.

The reception, which will be
followed by a dinner, will begin
at the ﬂha};am Club premises at
7 pm.
Meanwhile, residents of
Gandaria area in the city have
arranged a reception to inul
Islam Bulbul and Zakir Hossain
at the Bangladesh Bank Colony
ground today at 5 pm.

UNB adds: Kulaura Samity
in Dhaka will accord a recep-
tion to Hasibul Hossain Shanto
on Thursday at the BARC audi-
torium.

Duplicate bﬁdge

at American Club

Sports Reporter

The American Club of
Dhaka has organised a weekly
duplicate bridge competition at
its premises in north Gulshan
every Tuesday night from 6:45
pm to 10 pm, says a press re-
lease.

Interested Bangladeshi and
expatriate players, who are not
the members of the club, may
join the competition any week.

Defending cham-
pions Mohamme-
dan S Club
got oft to a flying
start in the Green
Delta Insurance
First Division league when they
trounced promotees Victoria
Sporting Club by five goals to
nil in their opening encounter
at the National Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

Forward Siam-E-Noor net-
ted twice while Yusuf, Rony and
veteran Zahid Biswas, who led
the side in the absence of their
sls:igper Nixon, added one goal

* On the inaugural day of the
16-team league, the champions
dominated the cprnceedlngs
from the start and duly took a
3-0 lead in the first session.

Siarn put the black and
whites ahead in the 15th
minute after receiving a neat
Zahid Biswas cross from the
left flank. Midfielder Yusuf
doubled the margin two min-
utes later with another bril-
liant field goal and defender
Hasan Rony ended the first half
converting from a penalty cor-
ner in the 29th minute.

Mohammedans maintained
the momentum adding two
more goals inside the first four
minutes of the second.

Sports Reporter

Zahid Biswas scored thg
fourth in the 56th minute. The
dark and tall former national
centre-forward., struck from a
close distance capitalising on a
Siam move from the right.

After three minutes Siam
combined with Yusuf to grab his
second goal of the game.

In their next match on May
3. Mohammedans will take on
Dhaka Ansars.

Earlier, Ar Bhuiyan, the ad- .

ditional Managing Director of
sponsoring Green Delta Insur-
ance Company, inaugurated the

. single-leg meet.

MOHAMMEDAN SC: Mo-
hammad Zaved (Ahmedul),
Rony, Miraj, Khokon, Mitul,
Yusuf, Ashique, Sharafat, Za-
hid Biswas, Siam-E-Noor and
Chapal (Jamal).

VICTORIA SC: Shahidullah
(Karim), Shamsuddin {(Al-Ma-

WC qualifier
Canada, Jamaica
split points

BURNABY, Canada, Apr 28:
CONCACAF World Cup qualifier
result here on Sunday, reports

AFP.
Canada 0, Jamaica 0.

overnment of the People's Republic of Banglades
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Mohammedans maul Victoria

mun), Faruque, Ramjan, Latif,
Fazlur Rahman,

Mozammel,
Syed Mozammel {(Noor), Kamal
(Karim}, Sadeq (Saleq)
Rashid.

Umpires: Maksudur Rahman

and Aslam Belim.
AZAD WIN
In the day's second match,

Azad Sporting Club registered a
2-1 win over Sadharan Bima

Krira Sangstha. Rajib and Rana

scored one goal each for the
winners while substitute
Aminul reduced the margin for
Bima.

Two-year ban on

4 SIno swimmers
BEIJING, Apr 28: Four Chi-
nese swimmers have been sus-
pended for two years after they
tested positive to performance-
enhancing drugs, the China

Swimming Association said to-
day, reports AFP.
The ftour, all mid-level

swimmers compeling at na-
tional and provincial levels,
tested positive in January 1996,
a spokeswoman for the associ-
ation said.

ATP Tour’s
top twenty

MONACO, Apr 28 (Reuter):
Current rankings (in pointsj is-
sued by the ATP Tour here

and
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Women's cricket
WC in India
from Dec 5

JAMSHEDPUR, Apr 27: The

women's World Cup cricket
tournament, scheduled to be
participated by 12 countries in-
cluding India, would be inaugu-
rated in Delhi on December 5
this year, the joint secretary of
women's cricket association of
India, Tarun Kumar Bose, said
here today, reports PTIL.
. Bose told reporters that the
12 countries would be divided
into two groups. England, Aus-
tralia, South Africa, Pakistan,
ireland and Denmark were
placed Group ‘A’ while Group 'B’
comprised of Netherlands, New
Zealand, West Indies, Canada,
Japan and hosts India.

Canada, Japan and Pakistan
would make their debut in
women's World Cup cricket
arerna.

The finals would be played
at the Eden Gardens in Calcutta.
Bihar would host two quarter-
final matches.

Bose, who is also the vice-
president of Bihar women's
Cricket+ Association, told PTI
that while the first quarter-fi-
nal match would be played at
Kesnan Stadium here on De-
cember 22, the other match
would be held the next day at
Patna.

Graf's comeback
on May 12

BERLIN, Apr 28: After a
three-month pause to heal an
injured knee, Germany's to
woman tennis player, Steffi
Graf, will take part in a May 12-
18 WTA tournament in Berlin,
tournament .director Eberhard
Wensky said Monday,
reports AP.

Graf, 27, was forced to with-
draw with a left-knee tendon
infection at the Toray Pan Pa-
cific Open in Tokyo on Feb 2,
where she was to have faced
Swiss 16-year-old Martina
Hingis in the final.

e infection also prevented
Graf from playing in the Fed
Cup, where Germany lost to the
Czech Republic the beginning of
March and tournaments at In-
dian Wells, California, and Key

Biscayne, Florida, and one
starting Tuesday in Hamburg,
Germany.

Hingis, who overtook Graf as
the World No 1 player on March
30, won't play in Berlin. She is
out with a knee injury after a
horse-riding spill a week afgu
and said she hopes to be fit for
the French Open starting May
26

Army hockey

istan for 292 by tea to lead

secon

Injury worries Pakistan

Lanka firmly in control

COLOMBO, Apr
28: Sri Lanka
took command of
Lthe second cricket
Test here today as
o injury-stricken
Pakistan struggled to field 11 fit
men during the third day's play,
reports AFP.

The hosts bowled out Pak-
by 39
runs on the first innings and
then built on the advantage by
making 102 for no loss in their
knock by stumps.

With an overall lead of 141
and all 10 wickets in hand Sri
Lanka are well placed to force a
win over the next two days in
the final Test of the short series.
The first ended in a draw.

Pakistan, already without
the injured pace duo of Wasim
Akram and Wagar Younis, also
lost their second-line new ball
bowlers Muhammad Zahid and
Shahid Nazir in Sri Lanka's
second knock.

A hip injury laid low Zahid,
while Nazir was head-ridden
with a severe headache after be-
ing struck on the head while
batting in the nets before the
start of play.

Team manager Nasimul
(ihani said Nazir was ruled out
for the rest of the match, while
Zahid may be able to bowl by
Tuesday afiernoon.
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To compound Pakistan's

first inninﬁ. gave another
sound start before stumps were
drawn four overs early due to
bad light.

Jayasuriya followed his 72
in the first innings with an un-
beaten 61, while Arpold was 29
not out.

But the day's hero was Moin
Khan who missed his fourth
Test century by just iwo runs as
Pakistan recovered from a
shaky 147 for five to post 292
before being all out just before
tea.

Coming to bat in the day's
first over, Moin cracked 98 of
the 129 runs Pakistan scored
whiile he was at the crease.

But his dismissal midway
through the afternoon session
caused a lower order slump as
the last four witkets fell for the
addition of just 16 runs,

Moin hit nine boundaries
and lofted left-arm spinner
Jayantha de Silva for three
sixes in his huricane 109-ball
knock which ended with a catch
to point of the same bowler.

The Pakistani vice captain
?Ia}"lng his 26th Test, added 91

or the sixth wicket with Asif
Mujtaba (49) in which his own
contribution was 68.

Pakistan, starting the day at
146 for four were in trouble
when Inzamam-ul Haq was
dismissed second ball wi
a run added.

only

Left arm seamer Sajeewa de
Silva, who claimed the last
three wickets, finished with
five for 85 in only his second
Test, new ball partner
Eé‘iaminda Vaas took four for

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the
third day of the second and fi-
nal cricket Test between Pak-
istan and Sri Lanka on Mon-
day:

SRI LANKA: First innings
331 (A de. Silva 138 not out, S
Jayasuriya 72; Saqlain Mush-
taq 4-115, Mushtag Ahmed 2-
90

PAKISTAN: First innings
(overnight 146-4)

S Elaht c Tillekeratne b Vaas 0
Raja ¢ Amnold b S de Silva 36
ljaz ¢ Arnold b Vaas 4

Malik ¢ Ranatunga b S de Silva 24
Inzamam c Kaluwitharana b Vaas 43
Mujtaba ¢ A de Silva b Vaas 49
Moin Khan ¢ Atapattu b J Silva 98
Saglain b 5 de Silva 23
Mushiaq ¢ Atapattu b § de Silva 1
Zahid ¢ Kaluwitharana b S de Silva0

Nazir not out 0
Extras: {Ib-4. nb-6, w-4) 14
Total: 292

Fall of wickets: 1-0; 2-13; 3-
59: 4-R3: 5-147: 6-238; 7-276; B-
283: 9-283.
Bowling:

Vaas
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Md Mosharraf Hossain
>enior Assists pcretan

ame. Solodar wanted to save

ut at the same time he wanted
to pave the way for the best de-
fense inst 5% or even 6¥. He
chose 4NT, suggesting values in
diamonds as well as length that
he wasn't going to be able to de-
liver. Levin retreated to 54 and
Fazli took all the pressure off
Munir by expressing the opin-
ion that defense rather than of-
fense seemed best from his

standpoint.
With Solodar "marked” with
great minor suit ler , Munir's

choice of the #Q makes a lot of
sense. Unfortunately, this re-
moved a vital entry from his
hand. Fazli encouraged and the
defenders cashed three rounds
of spades. Fazli switched to the
¢Q but Solodar won the ¢A,

hearts but he was always goineg
to bid . He was concern
with being a cheap save (or
make) and wanted to pushed
to 4¥ and bu’y it. well's 3¢
was a "shape try (double
would have shown extra hi
card values) and Meckstrot
leaped to his intended destina-
tion. The Pakistanis didn't sac-
rifice, the right 'paper’ decision.

The play ed quickly. The
&K went to Zia's #A and the #7
came back. 10, jack, queen. The
YA was cashed and Meckstroth
conceded a trump and a dia-
mond Making four.

Score: USA [N-S) + 620

Net Score: USA+120 (3 IMPs)

Score Carried Forward :

PAKISTAN 1015

USA 157

Marcelo Rios of Chile shows off the Monte Carlo Open Trophy. The Chilean clinched the
title beating Spaniard Alex Corretja 6-4, 6-3, 6-3 in the final on Apr 27. —AFP/UNB photo



