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IJC session opens 1n City

Jute facing dual

Total acreage of jute cultiva-
tion in the major jute-produc-
ing countries has been on the
decline in recent years resulting
in lower global output of the fi-
bre, reports UNE.

The worid production of raw
jute reduced from 3.4 million
tons in 1991-92 to 2.58 million
tons in 1995-96 fiscal year.

This was disclosed at the
opening function of the three-
day 25th session of Interna-
tional Jute Council (1JC), organ-
ised by the International Jute
Organisation (IJO). in Dhaka
yesterday morning.

It was further informed that
the production of jute goods
also declined from 3.46 million
tons in 1990 to 3.07 million
tons in 1995.

The world export volume of
jute and jute products which
was in the range of 1.5 million
tons in 1990 declined to 1.23
tons in 1995.

"This scenario indicates that
jute is facing a dual challenge --
at the consumer end, jute has
been facing a challenge Irom
synthetics and other substitutes
and also the modern technique
of bulk handling while at the
farmers end, jute is facing com-
petition from other crops which

are becoming maore remunera-
tive than jute,” said IJO Execu-
tive Director K M Rabbaii.

Fiancee Minister S Shah A
M S Kibria inaugurated the 1JC
session being participated by
representatives of all IJO mem-
ber countries, observers and
others concerned.

Kibria said the jute question
is not simply related to market-
ing, but it is deeply interlinked
with the gquestion of very sur-
vival of the renewable natural
fibre in the face of serious com-
petition from synthetics and
other substitutes.

He said the problem had
been compounded by the fact
that farmers were not getting
remunerative price for jute, op-
eration of the jute mills was not
efficient because of old ma-
chines and a variety of other
reasons related to labour and
shortcomings.

State Minister for Jute and
Textiles A K Faezul Huq said the

government was deeply con-
cerned with the progress and

challenge: IJO chief

welfare of millions of jute-
growing farmers and thousands
of industrial workers engaged
in a number of downstream ac-
tivities,

The minister informed that
the government had fixed a

roduction target of 47.09 lakh
Eale:s of raw jute and the ort
target of 14.00 lakh bales dur-
ing the current 1996-97 fiscal.

Export of raw jute has al-
ready exceeded the annual tar-
get during the last nine months
as the country exported 14.29
lakh bales fetching Tk 384.25
crore.

Moreover, export earning
has increased by around 62 per
cent and 50 per cent during the
vear over the corresponding pe-
riod of last year.

KM Hagha.ni placed before
the council a set of new propos-
als for restoring the glorious
past of jute, the 'golden fibre.’'

The proposals include
strengthening of extension
network and organising farmer
training programmes, ensuring
fair price of jute to growers,
keeping buffer stock of good
quality seed to meet emergen-
cies, improving management
and administrative efficiency
in jute mills and IJO countries
to expedite and promote the di-
versified uses of jute.

3 killed 1n
road accident

NARSINGDI. Apr 26; Three
rickshaw van pullers were
killed and three others injured
in a road accident on the
Dhaka-Sylhet highway in
Shibpur thana here loday, re-
ports UNB.

The deceased were identified
as Mokter Hossain, 30, of
Shibpur thana, Lokman, 35,
and Sadhu Mia, 50, of Polash
thana in the district. Injured
Moslem, 40, Nasir Uddin, 32,
and Anwar Hossain, 38. were
admitted to local hospital.

The mishap occurred when a
Bhairab-bound truck hit a rick-
shaw van at Baraitala in the
thana at 12:30 am today that
left three people killed and
three others wounded.

Police seized the truck. but
its driver managed to flee the
scene.

South Asian countries
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lack of political will and dis-
torted priorities between de-
fence and development as in

Pakistan and India,” the report
remarks.

The report sums up the low
status of women in South Asia
and says that this is the only
region in the world where men
outnumber women. All over the
world there are on average 106
women to 100 men. In South
Asia the ratio is dramatically
reversed to 96 women to 100
men. :

The report observes that
Bangladesh's current five dol-
lars investment for per person a
year on providing education
and health services is “very
low" compared to 10 dollars in
Pakistan and 14 dollars in In-
dia, let alone 150 dollars in
Malaysia and 160 dollars in
South Korea.

Presenting the report Mah-
bub ul Haq said that the prob-
lems in the South Asian coun-
tries would have to be addressed
by the civil societies and NGOs
and not by the governments
alone.

In his s h. Finance Min-
ister S A M S Kibria said the

present government wanted
economic growth with equity
and social justice,

He added that in order to be
more attentive to the basic

needs of the society, "we must -

look to register a growth rate of
severn per cent.”

Kibria described the report
as "excellent” and recom-
mended that debate should be

enerated on the vital issue of

~development in Bangladesh.

The executive vice president
of Human Development Centre
(Islammabad), Khadija Haq, also
spoke on the occasion while the
World Bank resident represen-
tative Pierre Landel-Mills,
former Finance Minister Dr A
M A Muhit and Editor of The
Daily Star Mahfuz Anam par-
ticipated in the discussion on
the report.

The launching ceremony
was attended by State Minister
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chnwdhurg'. Members of Par-
liament, foreign dignitaries,
NGO representatives, resear-
chers, scholars, academicians
and representatives of UN
agencies and other development
partners.
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Death anniversary
of Sher-e-Bangla
today

The 35th death anniversary
of Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul
Haq will be observed in the
country today, reports BSS.

The programmes of the day
include placing of wreaths at
the graveyard of the late leader,
special prayers and discussion
meetings.

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, in separate
messages yesterday, paid ho-
mage to the memory of Sher-e-
Bangla.

Two functions will be held at
the %‘aveyard of the great leader
in 4he city. Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad will be pre-
sent as chief guest at the discus-
sion to be organised by Sher-e-
Bangla National® Research
Council,

77 more Rohingyas

repatriated

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 26: Sev-
enty-seven Rohingya people of

12 families returned to their .

Myanmar homeland from the
l't%rl.lgﬂﬂ camps in the district to-
day, reports UNB.

With this a total of 2,28.911
Rohingyas, who took reque in
Bangladesh to escape alleged
torture by the Myanmar troops,
have been repatriated to their
homesteads.

EC secy leaves
for London

Secretary of the Election
Commission M M Reza and
Deputy Election Commissioner
of Rajshahi Division A R Sid-
diqui left Dhaka yesterday for
London to observe the comin
general election of the Unite
Kingdom; a press release of the
Election Commission said yes-
terday.

HSC examinges
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build resistance against such
destructive activities.

He advised the examinees
niot to be misled by these ele-
ments.

Meanwhile, the Education
Ministry has completed all
preparations to hold the HSC
examination fairly.

The ministry urged the peo-
ple to hand over those selling or
distributing false question pa-
pers to the law-enforcing agen-

‘| cies. Stern legal action will to

be taken against these ele-
ments.

it also urged the newspapers
and other media to inform the
Ministry or the Education
Board first if they get any in-

formation about the leakage of

question papers.

BCI team
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tor. :

They complained serious
deterioration of law-and-order
situation in the production-ori-
ented industrial units due to
"ever-increasing demands of
the extortionists and misdeeds
of local terrorists.”

Labour leaders of various
industries frequently demand
undue privileges, sud}; as extra-
bonus, pay-rise and promotions
and obtain pecuniary benefits
from purchase and sale of the
products of industrial units by
imposing unauthorised com-
missions, the trade body lead-
ers informed President Sha-
habuddin.

They viewed that economic
activities should be kept above
politics and for that there
should be broad consensus
among political parties.

Under the circumstances,
the delegation appealed to the
President for initiating a dia-
logue among the leaders of all
political parties so that conge-
nial atmosphere is created for
uninterrupted economic devel-
opment and foreign invest-
ment.

During the hour-long meet-
ing, the President gave them a
patient hearing and said he
would take up the issues with

| the appropriate authorities

Roberto Mackchaser Sive-

Friendship with Foreign Co-
untries yesterday appealed to
the people of Bangladesh to
extend moral support to their
"struggle against 35 years of
United States economic block-
ade against Cuban people.”

"We passionately a;;pcal to
the people of . Bangladesh to
support us in our struggle
against the US economic sanc-
tions on Cuba," he said.

Siveright, who came to the
country on a three-day visit on
Friday, made this appeal while

articipating in a 'citizen’s dia-
ogue' in the city last evening.
The dialogue was organised b
some eminent citizens includ-
ing Matiur Rahman, editor of
The Daily Bhorer Kagoj, Bar-
rister Lutfur Rahman of the
Jatiya Ainjibi Parishad.
Farhad Majhar of the fort-
nightly Chinta, Hassan Ariff of
the Ogmm and Talea Rahman
of the Democracy Watch.

Explaining the recent
Helms-Burton Act of the United

States that intensified the
decades-lon sanction, the
Cuban official said it was

aimed at curbing the Cuban
right to self determination.
Siveright said under the
law, the product of any country
containing raw materials from
Cuba is forbidden to enter into
the United States, while no US
company is entitled to export
any item which is used in the
USA to Cuba, "Besides, any for-
gign ship that leaves Cuban port
er offloading anything is not
allowed to touch any port of the
United States within six
months from the date of leav-
ing.
g']‘haf.': law is not only affecting
the economic growth of Cuba,
but also substantially curtailed
the rights of other nations to
operate in the free market
world economic system, the
Cuban official said claiming

VCs discuss i1ssue
of compulsory
English 1n
honours classes

A meeting of the vice-chan-
cellors of the universities yes-
terday discussed the issue of
compulsory English in honours
classes in all universities, re-

ports UNB.
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) Chairman Prof

lazuddin Ahmed presided over
the meeting, attended by nine
VCs and two members of the
UGC.

The meeting discussed the
report of the seminar, which
was J}q]::intly organised by the
British Council and the UGC, on
making English compulsory in
universities.

Sources said the participants
at the meeting laid emphasis
on introducing compulsory
English in honours classes as
all the 16 private universities of
the country already made
English compulsory.

ress release of the UGC
said the mﬂﬂﬂﬂ%j also reviewed
the progress of the 5th five-year
plan of the universities’ educa-
tion sub-sector and coordina-
tion between the laws of the
universities and the UGC.

Reward for

arresting Nasir

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 26: Chit-
tagong metropolitan police has
announce a reward for provid-
ing information about the
whereabouts of Shibir-backed
cadre activist Md Nasir or for
hf:lping to arrest him.

A CMP press release said
Nasir, the leader of Nasir
Bahini, is an accused in 24
criminal cases. On April 21, po-
lice recovered huge sophisti-
cated arms from the hideout of

Nasir.

right of the Cuban Institute of

DHAKA SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 1997

By Staff Correspondent

that Canada and the states be-

longing to Euro Union are
poised to W against the law
to the World Trade Organisa-

tion (WTO) for their own inter-

est.
laying to a query about
theﬁcga

tions of human r::tha
violations in Cuba. Siveright
said it was just pm_%aga.ndn of
the Western media. "Should you
cail the Cuban state a human
rights violator, when it pro-
es education and healthcare
to facilities to its entire popu-
lation free of cost,” he said
adding that our literaé¢y rate is
cent per cent, life of
Cuban people is 75 years, and
we have one doctor for every
two hundred people, while our
infant mortality rate is only
eight cent.

Talking on the issue of
women ts in Cuba, he in-
formed e audience that the
women literally enjoyed equal
rights in his country. "A woman
worker nine months of ma-
ternity leave — three months
before the delivery with full

and six ti]nmﬂ s after the
child birth with some per
cent of her monthly wngumr!

Confronted by a question re-
garding democracy, Siveright
said that Cuba had its own
concept of it. "The workers in
the factories and people in
their localities enjoy hundred
per cent freedom to choose
their re tatives. Besides
they take active participation
in planning their development
projects.” he said. On the lead-
ership of Fidel Castro, he said
it was the le who wants to
see him to lead the nation.

At the end of a two-hour dia-
logue, Barrister Lutfur Rahman
told the audience that we
should demand of the govern-
ment to invite Ca:ij"lm aﬂu viﬁ:t
our country, especially aiter Lhe
visit of u};t nalities like
Nelson Mandela and Yaseer
Arafat.

BTV authorities
should be
accountable to
viewers: Sayeed

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed yesterday
urged the producers, engineers
and artistes to start a concerted
effort to ensure and enhance the

quality of Bangladesh Televi-
sion ( programmes, reports
BSS

The minister was addressin
the producers of Banglades

Television at the conlerence

room of the BTV. Informa-
tion Secret Kazi Rakibuddin
Ahmed and Director General of
Bangladesh Television Shah-
riar Z R Igbal attended the
meeting. :

He urged the producers to
uphold the spirit of the BTV by
keeping themselves above ir-
regularities, corruption and
nepotism.

Prof Sayeed said the televi-
sion authuritﬁ should be ac-
countable to the viewers for the
quality of their programimes.

He said the policy and guide-
lines for the “"package pro-
grammes" are at the final stage
and committees comprisin
specialists have been formed a
the' directive of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to bring about

qualitative changes in the tele- |
vision programimes.

Dhaka ratifies treaty |
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the treaty late on Thursday by a
vote of 74 to 26, seven more
than the required two-thirds
majority. :

Other countries that have
ratified the accord include
Britain, France, Germany, [taly
and Japan.

Russia is the only one of the
UN Security Council's five per-
manent members that has not
yet done so.

e
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in 39 overs
Sports Reporter

India were 146 for six in 39
overs West Indies when
rain in ed the first one-
day international at Queen's
Park Oval yesterday, according
to Star Sports.

Wicketkeeper Nayan M a
and vice-captain Anil Kumble
were at the crease with 19 and 9
runs respectively. Skipper
Sachin Tendulkar, who ¢
to bat after winning the toss,
made a quick 44 of 43 deliveries
before being caught -behind off
Curtly Ambrose.

West Indies have omitted
fast bowler Ottis Gibson and
leg-spinner Rawl Lewis from
their squad of 13 when play
commenced in cloudy condi-
tions.

India have included Trini-
dad-born allrounder Robin
Slr:ﬁk.ﬁmdld not play in any
of preceding five Tests.

Office ransacked

Sadat College
teachers begin
indefinite strike

TANGAIL, Apr 26 : Teachers
of Sadat Govt University Col-
lege began an indefinite strike

from y to protest an alleged
threat against them and ran-
sa e office of the Chair-

man of the Economics Depart-
ment by some outsiders, reports
UNB.
The incident ensued over the
admission in the first year
honours classes, the college
sources said.

Immediatel er the vio-
lent incident cipal Abdur
Rashid called an emergency
meeting
ation and took the decision of
indefinite strike to bring the
culprits to book.

e outsiders stormed the
office of the Chairman of the
Economic Department and
threatened to kill him when he
refused to accept their demand
for illegal admission of a stu-
dent in the first year honours in
Economics.

JS body on Shima’s
death to visit
Ctg again

The parliament commit-
tee, formed to probe incident
of death of Shima Chowdhury
with Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad as its chairman,
will undertake a two-day visit
to Chittagong from April 29 for
on the s
Shima's death in "safe custody
in Chittagong district jail," an
official release said in Dhaka
yesterday, reports BSS.

The committee will receive
testimony of different persons
who brought Shima Chowdhury
to "Rouzan thana" and those
. who were in touch with the in-
cident till her death.

The inquiry committee, if
required, will visit the Chit-
tagong district jail and Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospi-
tal.

' The committee held four
meetings in this regard and
went to Chittagong on March 2
for on the spot investigation.

DU classes

resume

Classes of the Dhaka Uni-
versity resumed yesterday after
a nine-day Eid-ul-Azha vaca-
tion, reports BSS.

of the teachers associ- .

t re-investigation of
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nation anywhere. [ take great
pride in reassuring you that our
politics is not of vengeance but
of extending the hand of coop-
eration,” she asserted.

il

Begum Zia said, "Let me
make it clear once again that
unlike our predecessors in the
opposition, we intend to ensure
political stability for the sake
of the well-being of our people.
We are not the ones who would
create any obstacles in the way
of development for the sake of
party politics.”

Continuing she said, "We do
not believe that one can serve
democracy by simply saying
'ves' to everything proposed by
the government in the parlia-
ment or by pretending to be in
agreement with the government
on anything and everything. If
it were so, there would be no ac-
countability of governments
and there would be no democ-
racy....as the essence of democ-
racy lies in the process of prac-
ticing simple things like 'agree-
ing to disagree’,

Stating that her party was
making all efforts to make par-
liament the focal point of all
activities, she regretted that the

overnment had not honoured
the 4-point agreement signed
with her party. The Speaker
still continued to behave in a
partisan manner and none of
the 40 parliament standing
committees for establishing ac-
countability of the government
departments was set up as yet,
she went on,

The BNP Chairperson also
told the members of the Ameri-
can Chamber in Bangladesh

I

that the electronic media was

used for party propaganda
and for character assassination
of the opposition politicians.

She alleged that opposition

members were being pros-
ecuted with political motive
and that in the last 10 months,
more than 150 BNP leaders and
workers were killed and nearly
4000 people detained using the
Special Powers Act without any
warrant or charge.

"These are instances ol clear
violation of basic human
rights," she observed.

Speaking about SAARC, Be-
gum Zia said through this or-
ganisation, it has been possible
to make progress in the most
critical areas of regional con-
cern which, she said, were
poverty alleviation and prefer-
ential trade.

"Bypassing the SAARC to
initiate another smaller sub-
regional grouping will not only
duplicate a lot of earlier efforts,
which would imply loss of time
and money for poor countries of
South Asia, but also give rise to
misgivings between partners of
cooperation in the whole of
South Asia,” the BNP chief said.

Mentioning the concept of
sub-regional grouping, Begum
Zia said, "It is likely to further
intensify the imbalance be-
tween size, population and
economy of the various coun-
tries in this rf:ﬁiun. Any hurried
decision in this riﬁard may
everl contrary to the concept
of the so-called development
quad”. “We have recently
watched how a hurriedly con-
cluded water-sharing treaty
failed to achieve its objectives
because due consideration was
not given to the technical as-

'We don't believe in vengeance'

pects like water availability
and environmental sustain-
ability,"” she continued.

The opposition leader also
observed that ideas related to
the establishment of "the
Ganges or the Jamuna River
Basin authorities are also being
explored currently in line with
the Mekong River Authority.”

"What is really needed in
this respect is again detailed
discussion and review and

analysis of technical informa- °

tion before we can embark on
such a venture,” she added.

After the delive%:f her pre-
pared text, Begum answered
questions from the audience. .

Replyin% to a query as to w.
her party had callﬂ a hartal,
she said that only a half-day
hartal was called to vent the ac-
cumulated -frustration of the

Fenplf: over the government's
ailed economic policies. "It is

not a pattern but a single in-
stance,” she observed.

In reply to another question
Begum Zia said her party was
against politicising students or
the labour force for political
gains. Every section of society
was now politically conscious.

The luncheon meeting was
chaired by Forrest Cookson,
President of Amcham.

Begum Zia was flanked by
her party Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan and
former finance minister Saifur
Rahman and US Ambassador
in Bangladesh David N Merrill.
Former BNP state minister for
planning Moyeen Khan was
also present among the guests
who included leading busi-
nessmen and western diplo-
mats.
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administrative building and
beat up the officers and empioy-
ees. ransacked the regis-
trar's building and ousted the

WM. time, beat a
me of

in t of
the administrative building

when police chased the Shibir
activists. Police resorted to

lathi and lobbed
shells to disperse the Smll.;iurg:n’-
tivists.

At about noon, the Shibir ac-
tivists reorganised on the cam-

s and attacked the police
Pr‘::m different directions.
hurled several hundred hand-
made bombs and fired several
rounds of gunshots on police,
injuring some police ials.
Police retreated from the cam-
pus at about 1 pm in face of the
attack of Shibir activists.

At about 1:30 pm, several
hundred armed miscreants at-
tacked the residence of acting
‘&f:ﬁ: Kl(j::lanccllmnér:&fcmr Ht:n

eque. amage
vehicles parked in front of his
residence. They ransacked the
ground floor and assaulted two
children and relatives of the VC
during the attack. The vice
chancellor was not present in
his house during the attack.

' The miscreants attacked the
residences of former dean of the
commerce faculty Professor
Habibur Rahman . provost
of Shamsuzzoha Hall Abdu#

JP dissidents
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about their 'rebellion’ said, “"We
have done it to save the

from evil influence." He, how-
ever, did not lain what he
meant

the context of the prevailing po-
litical situation.

Asked about negotiations

for settlement of the dispute in
the , Mizan said, e do
not belong to the breed that will

enter into a negotiation out of
fear of some &

Expressing optimism about
'‘positive response’ from the
party rank and file for their
proposed council session of the
JP, Mizan said, "People from
every nook and corner are ¢con-

ik *

Earlier, during the press
conference, Kazi Zafar was
asked about the number of JP
councillors. "I do not have the
number with me readily,” he
replied.

The three leaders termed ex-
pulsion of Kazi Zafar 'illegal’
and challe the authority of
Ershad in taking such a deci-
sion. The constitution of the
party does not authorise the
chairman to take such a deci-
sion, they said.

AL leaders deny
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the reception,
When contacted

Obaidul Kader denied having
received any invitation to the
reception.

e state minister however
said that his wife received a
phone all from the BNP office at
9.30 pm inquiring if he was
available to receive an invita-
tion card for the programine.

Reached by telephone at
10.45 pm, City Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif told The Daily Star
that he also did not receive any
invitation card for the BNP
programme.

However, he admitted hav-
ing received a phone call from
Mosaddek Ali, member-secre-
tary of BNP's recep
tee, requesting him to attend
the programme. "l informed
him of my preoccupation with
my party's city unit council,
almost at the same time," the
city AL chief said.

Asked if Awami

Hasina or the general secretary

of the party had been invited to

the programme, Khoka said,
"We've only

way... You

position leader's official resi-
dence ... we've some litnitations

there.”

To another question, Khoka
said that leaders of the Left
Democratic Front had been in-
vited but avoided a direct reply
to the query if any of the leaders

«f the Jatiya P and the Ja-

maat-e-Islami ha

BGMEA
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cent of the total garments and
knitwear exports.

BGMEA's former president
Redwan Ahmed, talking to this
correspondent, also welcomed
the appointment of Solarz as a
lobbyist.

Qutub Uddin Ahmed, an ex-
ecutive commitiee member of
the BGMEA, said a lobbyist will
try to "counter non-t barri-
ers like environmental issues’
in the US society.

All the three BGMEA leaders
expressed their concern over US
President Bill Clinton's recent
move to introduce a 'business
code of conduct' in the garment

| and leather industries through-

out the world. The 'code of con-
duct’ will ban the import of

ﬁoods, garments or leather pro-
uced in sweatshops.

by ‘evil influence.’ Mizan
also lamented that the JP so far
could not spell out its policy in

this cor-
respondent at 10.15 last night, -

tion commit-

League chief
and Prime Minister Sheikh

invited the persons

concerned and not in a massive
know our pro-
gramme will be held at the Op-

been invited.

India 146/6 | Shibir-police clash at RU

Rahman Siddique. They also

l-;:ulted Siddique and his

wifle.

HHJI?IC Shibir activists chased
Alam, university

CcoTTespon t nf a naticnal

d , and looted his room at

the Hall.

Meanwhile, the U

Syndicate was hol
EIETEEnNCY at the Vice
Chancellor's wce till fil-
ing of this report at 9:30 pm. *

Our Correspondent adds:

Administrative work at the
university was continuing al-
though there was recess for
summer Students re-
siding at various hostels started
vacating their dormitories after
the violence. :

The Rajshahi University
Teachers ation at an

mﬂ-t!dmm” removal ﬁg

an

commissioner of the shahi

Division and arrest of ICS

cadres within 24 hours.
Chhatra

(S-P) condemned the t

and demanded immediate re-
moval of Police Commissioner
Aminul Islam of RMP, Chhatra
League also anmounced a protest
State M for
tate Minister
Dr Mohiuddin I{hanmn‘_
stationed at Rajshahi visited

the campus and the ransacked
residences.

City AL meet
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new committee consul-
tation with the 1 :

cting of the city AL held last
meeting city
night at the party central office
at Bangabandhu Avenue with
Mohammad Hanif in the chair.
Mﬂmm Begun.i Sejad:
Chowdhury addressed the meet-
ing ur the city AL rank and

file to the council a suc-
cess, said city unity sec-
retary Mofazzal Hussain

Chowdhury Maya.

Though councils of 103 out

of 107 ward and union level
units have already been held,
those of thana could not
be held. When contacted, Mo-
hammad Hanif said that due to
time constraint, councils of
thana units could not be held
but schedules for those would be
announced soon.
About the possibility of re-
tain his in the city
unit, Hanif said, he has no
choice and he is ready to serve
the party in any capacity.

In another development, a
section of party leaders and
workers was acttweg thinking
of having two city units —
Dhaka ([(north) and Dhaka
(south) — to accommodate more

But two top leaders of the
city AL ruled out any such pos-
sibility. Joint Secretary of city
unit Advocate Qamrul Islam
told The Daily Star that in view
of the experience of city units of
Chhatra League and Jubo
League (these have two units
each in Dhaka) the idea of mak-
ing two separate units of city AL
did not sound good. _

PM’s directive
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fisheries and livestock bank to
rovide soft-term loan to the
ishermen.

She said a modern fish-
landing and distribution centre
would set up in the capital
with the financial assistance of
Japan.

The PM directed the officials
to take steps for using modern
fish-landing and distribution
centres, instead of unautho-
rised ones.

She also asked the law-en-
forcing agencies and govern-
ment officials to take ac-
tion to ensure the use of autho-
rised fish centres of the :

State Minister for Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy briefed the Primme Minister
about the progress and activi-
ties of the ministry.

Last year, the country earned
Tk 1340 crore by exporting
shrimp. This year, the earning
will cross Tk 1600 crore, he in-
forrmned the meeting.

May 15 deadline
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that slow-moving vehicles ply
in a disciplined way without
creating problem for the high-
speed vehicles. Dhaka City Cor-
poration, traffic police, scouts
and NGOs will conduct a joint
programme for the vehicle
drivers in this regard.

The meeting emphasised the
need for enforcing traffic rules
so that the bus drivers do not al-
low to disembark at
the turning points, instead of
the designated places for pas-
senger sheds.

It was informed at the meet-
ing that eviction of hawkers
from footpaths and their reha-
bilitation have been intensi-
fied.

Besides, the DCC will take
the initiative to implement the
decision to raise the level of
Shantinagar main road at a
cost of Tk 6 crore to remove wa-
terlogging.

e DCC will continue its
prcq{ammc throughout the year
to kill mosquito larvae in

nds. drains and other water-

dies and marshes so that
spread of uitoes could be
controlled,



