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A quarter trying

to create panic
among HSC

examinees: Govt

The government has urged
all concerned tﬂ remain alert
against those who are trying to
create panic among the HSC
examinees and their guardians,
reports BSS.

An official handout yester-

day said, the government is ob-
ve concern that

mﬂaﬁ with gra
a icular quarter is in-
dul)glng in intrigues centring on
the coming Higher Secondary
Certificate examinations.

The quarter, it said, is at-
t:mrFth}g to create panic as a
part of its conspiracies by
printing false question papers

out the country.

The Ministry of Education
said that no question pa
the HSC examination
out.

The government had got
some indications that an un-
scru us quarter may spread
confusion by printing more
questions papers, the handout
said and called for resisting
these anti-social elements.

Expressin ave concern,
Educftinn M%nﬂ-ter ASHK
Sadek yesterday urged all to

See Page 12 Col 3
IMF team reviews
monetary policy,
BOP position
By Staff Correspondent

The seven-member Interna-
tional Monetary Fund team,
now on a visit to Bangladesh to
mﬂ{the macroeconomic ul&:u-
ation of the country, yesterda
held separate s with r.nlZr
-ﬂu.lal:nn; %: Bangladesh Bank
(BB) Finance Ministry.

They discussed Bang‘lati':gl’s
balance of payment position
and monetary pulicg, a BB offi-
cial told The Daily Star.

The IMF team also met top
officials of the Board of In-
vestment, Export Promotion
Bureau and the Pay Commis-
sion, official sources said.

The IMF team, headed by

et R Kelly will have a se-
ries of discussions with official
of the ministries is of finance,
commerce and industries, jute

IMF Resident Representative
Jane Bove talking to this corre-
spondent yesterday said, "We

hope the discussions will be
fruitful.”

m&ngfgwnmlher senior
BB official, adesh's for-

eign exchange reserves cur-
rently stood at about 1,800 mil-
lion dollars, and its "depleting
trend was a matter of concern.

138 associate

profs promoted

The government has given
mlm to 138 associate gdrﬂ-
of the BCS (General -
ﬂﬂ&n) c:dre.lu UNB.
them, 1 got pro-
femrlhllg and 24 ers ob-
tained the post of principal,
said a PID handout t

The officials have
been as to join their work-

ing place by May 11.

eaked

=
Article
Looking at the
Financial Sector
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by Kabir U Ahmad
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VC's house ransack: BDR deployed

DHAKA SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 1997

Shibir-police clash at
RU : 20 injured

RAJSHAHI, Apr 26: At least
20 people were injured in a
clash between activists of Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir (ICS]} and
police on the campus of Ra-
jshahi University today. The

injured persons included the OC
of Boalia Police Station and
two employees of the univer-
sity. Of the injured, three hit by
bullet, were admitted to Ra-
{shahi Medical College Hospital

RMCH).
The ICS activists badly ran-

sacked the residences of actin

Vice-Chancellor Prof. M Abdu
Khaleque, two teachers and 2
offices of the University.

The clash ensued when po-
lice chased the ICS activists
who were giﬂkeung in front of
Agrani ank, University

branch. to resist distribution of

From RU Correspondent

application forms for admis-
sion test for first year Honours
course,

Today was the first day of a
3-day strike called by ICS
protesting the newly introduced
admission syster.

BDR was deployed on the
campus, in addition to a huge
contingent of police.

A tense situation is prevail-
ing on the campus and exami-
nee students were leaving the
university halls.

BSS adds. According to wit-
nesses, the violence erupted
around 9 am when a group of
Chhatra Shibir activists at-
tacked the Agrani Bank branch
of the Rajshahi University.

The violence which contin-
ued for about six hours spread
on the whole campus, including

the residence of the acting vice-
chancellor, administrative
building, staff quarters and
teachers' residences. .
According to the university
authorities, the pro-strike ac-
tivists disconnected the tele-
phone lines at the residences of
the Vice-Chancellor, teachers
and officers. They also rendered
all the 35 university buses in-

operative by puncturing their

tyres last night.

Witnesses said, the Shibir
activists first attacked the staff
of the bank and damaged the
bank extensively. They also
compelled bank staff to leave
the premise and locked the
doors of the bank.

Later, the pro-strike ac-
tivists attacked the university

See Page 12 Col 7

May 15 deadline to make
Dhaka neat, clean

- Government has initiated
certain steps to ease traffic jam
in the crowded Dhaka city as
well as to free it from waterlog-
gln% and garbage, reports UNB.

o present the residents with

a neat and clean capital city,

the LGRD and Cooperatives

Ministry has fixed a deadline

and sought cooperation from

all sections of people and rele-

vant agencies to make the bid a
SLICCEess.

Maﬁ 15 is the deadline set by

a high-powered coordination

- committee meeting yesterday

while urging the government
and private organisations, hos-
pitals, business establishments

and house-owners to clean their

re VE premises.

RD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman chaired the
mactin% held at the conference
room of the ministry.

The meeting also called upon

Mﬂﬁfm ds, drains ar
marsny, s, LO remove con-

struction materials from the
city roads and to keep the foot-
paths free for movement of
pedestrians.

““the railroads

The meeting was attended,
among others, by State Minis-
ter for LGRD and Cooperatives
Syed Abul Hossain, Secretary of
the Ministry A H M Abdul Hye,
Chief Executive Officer of
Dhaka City Corporation, Man-
aging Director of WASA, Chief
Engineer of Water Development
Board, Chief Town Planner,
and high officials of DMP, Titas
Gas, BRTA, Traffic Police divi-
sion, Environment Department
and Social Welfare Department.

Several decisions were taken
at the meeting for reducing
traffic jam and removing wa-
terlogging in the city. The deci-
sions include programmes to
increase public awareness
about traffic rules, intensifying
the construction works of un-
derpass and box culverts, to
construct more overbridges in-
cluding one between mna
kayaﬂd Elﬂlhmw?rbadg Hl.ijd}ragf

Nk roa . boLh) stdes O
%ng through
Dhaka city. -

The meeting was informed

that steps would be jaken so
See Page 12 Col 8

PM's directive to frame
new fisheries policy

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
ministry concerned to intro-
duce a modern fisheries policy
and update the existing live-
stock policy for rapid develop-
ment of the potential sectors,

UNB.

She asked the officials to
frame new policies and place
those before the Cabinet for
immediate consideration.

The Prime Minister gave the
directives and some important
suggestions during a briefing
session on the activities of the
Fisheries and Livestock Min-
istry at the Secretariat.

e want to undertake dy-
namic plans and programmes
on the basis of specific policies
and want to implement those
for achieving desired goals; we
do not want to run the country
on ad-hoc basis,” she told the
meeting.

She said it is the duty of the
ministries to implement the

plans and programmes of the

government.

She the production
of unconventional items like
crabs, snails, arls and tor-

toise, which have demands
abroad, to increase the export

s.
Hasina said her government
is to evolve a village-ori-

ented cvcrlgfmcnt system to
stop the rural migration to ur-
ban areas.

Village will be the centre of
development, she said suggest-
ing the use of fallow land and
derelict Fonds for pisciculture
and poultry farming.

Regretting the absence of
government officials at thana
stations, the Prime Minister
said countrymen were not get-
ting the service of the adminis-
tration properly which ham-

development.

She said the government
would also consider the rec-
ommendations of the ministry
for removing the problems of
the fisheries and livestock sec-
tors.

The meeting was informed
that scarcity of livestock feed is
one of the major problems of
this sector. In this regard, she
suggested that cattle feeds
should be produced in the coun-
try to reduce dependence on im-
port.
The Prime Minister also di-
rected the officials to motivate
shn'ml) fishermen of the
coastal areas to drop the fish
fry of other species into the sea
instead of dropping those on the
sands.

Hasina also stressed the
need for imparting training on
hatchery and pisciculture to the
unemployed youths.

The Prime Minister said the
government would consider the
proposal for establishing a

See Page 12 Col 8

"Circumstantial,
wilful defaulters
should not be
banded together’

In the wake of government
move against delinquent loa-
nees, a businessmen's dElE%-Ell-
tion yesterday apprised the
President that wiﬁul and cir-
cumstantial defaulters of bank
loans should not be banded in

the same category, reports UNB.

Circumstantial defaulters
should be backed by necessary
facilities and privileges so that
they can repay the loans and
make their sick industries vi-
able, the delegation of
Bangladesh Chamber of Indus-
tries told President Shahabud-
din Ahmed.

"On the other hand, the wil-
ful defaulters of bank loans
should be severely dealt with
under the law,” it said.

The 16-member team, led by

' BCI President Sharif M Afzal

Hossain, called on ihe President
THY Ban abdn  and “atso™
.apprised him of some serious.

problems, like extortion and
terrorism, in the industrial sec-
See Page 12 Col 3

PM opens city
- AL council

meet today
By Reaz Ahmad

Awami League chief and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
is likely to be empowered to
nominate a new committee for
her party's city unit as it goes
into council session today,
gart}r sources told The Daily

tar.

Sheikh Hasina will inaugu-
rate the council this afternoon.

The council, scheduled to be-
gin at 3 pm at the E eers’' In-
stitution, will be chaired by city
AL president and Mayor of
Dhaka Mohammad Hanif.

Some 1,400 councillors rep-
resenting city AL workin
committee and 107 ward an
union level units are scheduled
to attend the council while
1.400 more party delegates
would be also present, the
sources said.

The last council of city AL
was held on September 16,
1992. This time the council is
being held eight days before the
belated national council of the
ruling party, billed for May 6-7.

Though the city unit council
is being held today, new office
bearers and members of its 55-
strong executive committee is
not likely to be announced to-
day.
Senior leaders of the city
unit told this correspondent
yesterday that as per conven-
tion garty chief Sheikh Hasina
would be empowered, to select a

See Page 12 Col 8
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Khaleda at AmCham meet

foreign
its past record of causing eco-
nomic disruptions b

the administration.

systematica
them. How can the same in-

ernment?” she asked.

meeting of the

former prime minister

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has said the gov-
ernment has failed to attract
investment because of

artal
programmes while in the oppo-
sition and for messing up of the
economy since it has taken over

"The fureiFn investors were
ly rejected by

vestors have confidence in the
call for investment by the same -
people who are now in the gov-

Addressing as a guest of
honour the monthly luncheon
American
Chamber of Commerce in
Bangladesh (Amcham) yester-
day, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Jatiya Sangsad and
said
that during the tenure of her
government the national econ-

By Staff Correspondent

omy was extremely favourable
for foreign direct investment
(FDI), but the then opposition
had disrupted the political en-
vironment.

"We have not done anythin
to destabilise the political an
social environment, but the
government has so messed up
the economy, including the
money market, that no genuine
foreign investor has really
started any investment yet.” she
said.

Since 1991 the BNP govern-
ment had taken the initiative to
attract foreign investment but
the political and economic dis-
ruptions caused by the then op-
position obstructed the process,
she said. They had called 'har-
tals' on the opening day of the
'Euro-Money Conference' of
foreign investors convened in
Dhaka as well as on the day of
inaugural work of the Jamuna
Bridge Project, she recalled.

We don’t believe in politics|
of vengeance

Begum Zia also referred to
the 'phase of nationalisation'
immediately after the Libera-
tion War. During that "phase of
socialism, all major industries
were nationalised. I am still

afraid of the torch bearers and .

sycophants of a political party.
The economy of the country is
bleeding till today as a result of
just one bad decision,” she
noted.

Reiterating her party's pol-
icy of disinvestment, the for-
mer premier blamed the then
opposition for obstructing the
process by trade union agita-
tions.

Begum Zia said that her
party did not make any move to
disrupt the normal economic
process in the country and
spoke against politics of
vengearnce.

"History has taught us that
vengeance does not lead any

See Page 12 Col 4
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JP constitution

to expel anyone
By Staff Correspondent

statement yesterday.
"If Mizanur

Hossain express their confi-

chief HM Ershad

statement said.
. Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
1

Eint statement issued Frida
ad accused the Iparty chief, H
Ershad, of gross

the party
tions and statements.

given under the constitu-
tion, had drop Shah Moaz-
zam Hossain from the
secre

Khaledur man Tito in that

pointed in other posts.”
In his statement
Rahman also appe
nur Rahman
Hossain to "bury all misunder-
standings and stre
arty
rshad.”

empowers chairman

The constitution of Jatiya
Party empowers the chairman
to expel any person or cancel
any committee, Naziur Rahman
Manju, additional secretary
general of the party said in a

Rahman
Chowdhury and Shah Moazzam

dence in the leadership of party
then they
would be restored with honour
in their previous positions," the

. Kazi Zafar Ahmed and
Shah Moazzam Hossain in a

y undermining
constitution by his ac-

Naziur Rahman said, "Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury during
his tenure as acting chairman
of the JP, by the same powers

post of

al and inted
deielns g " shad to

post. Many others were made
presidium members and ap-

Naziur
aled to Miza-
and Moazzam

hen the
under the leadership of

JP rebels to announce
council session

date in 3 days

By Staff Correspondent

The three 'rebel' leaders of
Jatiya Party will announce
within three days the date for
convening a council session of
the party, Kazi Zafar Ahmed,
one of the three leaders said at a
press conference at his resi-
dence in the city yesterday.

"1 called this press confer-
ence only to clear the misgiv-
ings from public mind created
by the allegations brought

ainst me by party chairman

M Ershad,” explained Zafar
who was expelled from the
pa.rﬁv by Ershad rectnt]g.

izanur Rahman Chowd-
hury and Shah Moazzam Hos-
sain, the two other 'rebel’ lead-
ers of the JP, also talked to
journalists informally over tea
after the press conference.

Zafar said at the press con-
ference that all the allegations
brought against him by Ershad
were 'untrue.’ "l challenge Er-
rove those before any
forum,” he said.

Zafar said the allegations
brought st him were that
he desired to become secretary
general of the party using the
influence of Begum Roushan
Ershad, 'manoeuvred’' to make
Roushan co-chairperson cht' "ﬂﬁ
JP and dislodge Ershad an
BNP secretary general Mannan

Bhuiyan at a house in Uttara.

Zafar refuted all the allega-
tions and said, "Ershad had
written letters to me asking me
to make Begum Roushan Er-
shad co-chairperson of the
party and also of its Parlia-
ment Party. He also showed
to journalists some photocopies
of Ershad’s letters.

Denying the allegation of
his meeting with Mannan
Bhuiyan, ar said: "No such
meeting ever took place. | have
no desire to join the BNP and
that is why I had left the cabinet
of Ziaur Rahman 18 years ago.”

He also claimed that the
four-point demand put forward
in the April 10 joint statement
of the three 'rebel' leaders were
based on resolutions taken at
the extended meeting of the

part_l_iy;.

e four-point demands are;
resignation of JP Secretary
General Anwar Hossain Manju
from his cabinet post in the
Awami League government, a
genuinely opposition role by
the party, an end to scandals
centring the party chairman
and democratisation of the

parﬁr.

izanur Rahman Chowd-

hury. talking to journalists
See Page 12 Col 7
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Construction of a box culvert on t

he busy DIT road in Fakirapool area in the city,

— Star photo

Report on Human Development in SA released

South Asian

in their investment in people,
not in

arms, sa
port called Human Develop-

leased yesterday.
The has been
by noted economist an

Dr Mahbub ul Haq. It was offi-
cially launched yesterday at a
loc

chief guest
The
widespread human depri
in South Asia and identifies
concrete
development

presents a blueprint for in-

countries
should compete with each other

their investment in
a UNDP assisted re-

ment in South Asia 1997, re-

former
finance minister of Pakistan,

hotel where Finance Min-
ister S A M S Kibria was the

report focuses on
vation

to realise the full
potential of this
region in the 21st century. It

By Staff Correspondent

vestment in the human resource
of the region including
Bangladesh for basic social ser-
vices over the next 15 years.

"If such a plan is imple-
mented by all C nations,
then they will be able to provide
universal primary education,
basic health care for all, safe
drinking water for the entire

pulation, adequate nutrition
or malnourished children,
family planning services for at
least B(? per cent of the married
couples and new credit institu-
tions for the poor to create self-

employment opportunities,” the
report says.

"Such a e of measures
is expected to cost an average of
88.6 billjon a year during the
next 15 years, or an additional
1.6 per cent of the combined

S Asian states should invest
in people, not in arms

GNP of South Asia, assuming
that GNP grows by five per cent
a year. ile this is a signifi-
cant cost, it is certainly not un-
realistic, If military spending is
cut, for instance, by five per
cent a year in real terms, it can
generate a peace dividend of
around 8 8 billion a year and
can finance most of the basic
social services package,” it says.

The greatest asset of
Bangladesh, the report says, is
the vitality of its civil society
and the country can make
fairly rapid progress if it in-
vests liberally in its human
capital.

"Bangladesh does not face
the same problems in increas-
ing the pace of its human ad-
vance as its neighbours, such as

See Page 12 Col 1
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BGM EA appoints

Solarz as
lobbyistin US
By Govinda Shil

The Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) has ap-
pointed former US Congress-
man Stefen Solarz as a lobbyist
to represent the intérest of
Bangladesh ready-made gar-
ments sector in the US.

The appointment letter was
issued yesterday. BGMEA presi-
dent Mostafa Golam Quddus
said while talking to The Daily
Star. Solarz's salary will be
fixed at 60,000 USD a year with
an additional 1.5 per cent
commission.

"We badly need a lobbyist in
the US where we have been ex-
porting for the last 20 years,”
Quddus said. Solarz will try to
increase Bangladesh's quota of
garment exports to the US to 30
per cent, Quddus said.

Bangladesh's total garment
exports to US, EU and other
countries amounted to more
than 2.2 billion dollars in the
last financial year. The projec-
tion for the current fiscal (1996-
97) is 2.8 billion dollars, ac-
cording to the Export Promo-
tion Bureau (EFB). Exports to
the US constitute about 50 per

See Pave 12Col 7

BNP reception
to ICC Trophy
winners today

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will accord a recep-
tion to ICC Trophy winner
Bangladesh cricket team today
at 29 Minto Road in the city, re-
ports UNB.

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia will be the
chief guest at the reception to be
held at 4 pm.

Former state minister for
youth and sports and Convenor
of the reception committee
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP,
Joint Convenor Maj (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed and mem-
ber-secretary Mosaddek Ali in a
joint statement _',resterdagl re-
quested all to attend the func-
tion and make it a success.

BNP sources said the recep-
tion committee has invited all
former and present players,
coach, assistant coach, um-
pires, physicians, groundsmen,
cricket clubs and people in-

Leaders of different political
parties, professional organisa-
tions, institutions and federa-
tions, have also been invited at
the reception.

AL leaders deny
receiving

BNP invitation

By Nazmul Ashrat

The BNP has invited State
Minister for Sports Obaidul
Kader, Mayor of Dhaka Mo-
hammad Hanif and the BCCB
President Saber Hossain Chow-
dhury, MP, to attend its recep-
tion to the members of Bang-
ladesh Cricket team, Sade
Hossain Khoka, MP, who is
heading the party's 45-member

- velved in cricket. .

reception committee, said
yesterday.
Talking to The Daily Star

last night, Khoka, also a former
state minister for sports, said
BNP has invited leaders of all
the major political parties, pro-
fessional groups and all con-
cerned in the field of cricket to

See Page 12 Col 7

Dhaka ratities
chemical weapons

ban treaty

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 26:
The United States and China
were among seven countries
that deposited with the United
Nations on Friday their in-
struments of ratification of the
chemical weapons convention,
reports Reuter.

The others were Bangladesh,
Equatorial Guinea, Kenya, Togo
and Zimbabwe.

This brings to 81 the number
of countries that have so far
ratified the treaty designed to
outlaw the production, stock-
piling, transfer and use of
chemical weapons worldwide.

The convention, which has
been signed by 164 countries,
enters into force on next Tues-
day.

American UN envoy Bill
Richardson deposited the US
ratification less than 24 hours
after the US Senate approved

See Page 12 Cal 5

4 more Manipuris

interrogated

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 26: Interroga-
tion of four more Indian Ma-
nipuris have been going on.

with this, interrogation of
18 would be completed, an offi-
cial source said tonight.

The rest of the Manipuris
who were caught by the BDR
from Ballaghat border on April
20, would be interrogated soon.

All of them are now on police
remand. BDR arrested them on
charge of unauthorised entry
into Bangladesh territory. Two

eshis were also arrested
b l:tlhﬂcgid they pected

B : are sus
to be linked with some outlawed
Euupa in the Indian state of

anipur. They, however, denied
this.




