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One of the most attractive
personalities of post-war
cricket, Denis Compton is no
more among us,

As a child at school, 1 was
drawn to this great English
cricketer without even the
knowledge of his cricketin
prowess. Though the book o
general knowl gf: taught in our
class recorded Sir Donald
Bradman of Australia as the
reatest cricketer and all of us

ad to memorise that, the name
Denis Compton had tremendous
influence on me. It was perha
because of the rhythm in the
two words, and much later his
unorthodox and cavalier
approach to the game of cricket.

In those days we had to de-

d mainly on The Statesman
of Calcutta, and other dailies
reaching our small town by
noon the same day. Occasion-
ally, there would be picture of
the player or the match and
that's how we would see our
heroes. Radio commentary was
practically a luxury because
there were hardly half-a-dozen
sets in the town. |

Our interest in the game in-
creased as India and Pakistan
played their first series in the
winter of 1992-93 and all the
five Test matches were covered

the All India Radio. We hud-
dled together over the radio set
and followed the commentary
with rapt attention. Our inter-
est got a further boost when
Pakistan went to England in
the summer of 1954 and played
four Test matches.

It was a wet summer as the
Englishmen called it. At Trent
Bridge, Nottingham, England
handed down an ignominious
defeat to Pakistan and Denis
Compton was the hero of the
match. As he clobbered the Pak-
istani bowling that included the
great Fazal Mahmud, probably
the best of his type, our hearts
stopped beating. We prayed for
the early departure of Compton
but in vain. He was in full cry
and produced one of the best in-
nings of his career and his
highest Test innings of 278 in
less than 300 minutes. It was a
gem of an innings played by one
of the most attractive cricketers
the world has ever seen. As all
cricketers .. his time, Compton
had to sacrifice six years of his
&ly‘imﬂ due to the Second World

ar.

Twenty-three years after
Denis Compton had retired, |
had the privilege of meeting
this handsome gentleman

Senna’s statue

unveiled

" UIMOLA, Italy, Apr 25: In an
emotional ceremony at the cor-
ner where he was killed in a
crash three years ago, a bronze
statue was unveiled Friday to
commemorate three-time world
champion Ayrton Senna, re-
ports AP.

"Senna's name will be for-
ever tied to Imola's race track,”
the city's mayor, Raffaelo De
Brasi, said as the statue was
displayed at the Imola circuit,
site of Sunday's San Marino
Grand Prix.

The Brazilian driver — a
three-time winner of the San
Marino GP — died of head in-
uries on May 1, 1994, after his

illiams-Renault failed to
make the Tamburello corner
and headed straight into a con-
crete wall during the eighth lap
of the race.

Brazil's ambassador to Italy,
Paolo Pirez Do Rio, called
Senna a "symbol in which all of
Brazil identified itself.”

“Three years after his death,
the Brazilian people continue to
suffer for the tragedy,” the am-
bassador said.

Among those atte the
ceremony were Frank
Williams, the owner of the
Williams-Renaul team and one
of six Formula One officials be-
ing tried in Imola on
manslaughter charges in Sen-
na's death.

Prosecutors at the trial,
which started in F . Sus-

tain that a badly modified
steering column in Senna's car
was responsible for the crash.
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cricketer in the Press Box at
Lord's.

In 1979 | had the opportu-
nity to cover the 2nd Prudential
World Cup Cricket in England
for the now-defunct English
language sports fortnightly
Sportsworld. 1 also covered the
[ICC Trophy matches in which
Bangladesh cricket team took
part for the first time. Perhaps I
was the only journalist from

Bangladesh to have covered the
important events in England.

It was a Saturday, 9th June
1979. England was playing a
depleted Australia whose cream
was siphoned by an Australian
named Kerry Packer.

As my immediate neighbour
at the Press Box | had the for-
mer. England captain Ted Dex-
ter who played in the Dhaka

Test against Pakistan in 1961

Lord’s in 1979, photographed by the writer,

Test career
M I HS i § H 50°S AV
78 131 278 5807 17 28 50.06

MANCHESTER,
England, Apr 25:
China's women
felt confident
v enough to rest

— world and Olym-
pic champion Deny Yaping here
today in their 3-0 victory over
Canada for their third straight
win to put them firmly on
course for the quarterfinals,
reports Reuter,

China are overwhelmin
favourites to win team gold an
their victory over Canada added
to 3-0 wins over Australia and
Russia on Thursday.

China now face Japan on
Friday afternoon and have Bel-
gium on Saturday morning to
end their pool es and leave
them probably with direct entry
into Sunday's quarterfinals as
a winner of their group.

Japan, like China, are also
on three wins out of three
meaning the outcome today af-
ternoon's match will surely be
crucial in deciding the group
winners.

Japan's world number eight
Chire Koyama is unbeaten with
three successive wins as th
beat both Australia and Canada
3-0 on Thursday and ousted
Belgium 3-0 today morning.

apan complete their cate-
gory in Group A pool schedule
on Saturday morning against

um.

owever, such 1is the
strength of the women's Chinese
who have seven out of the
tltgclﬂ in the world and were
two

:

to leave out world number
Qiao Hong and number six

{

Liu Wei from their squad, Japan
is likely to make second spot
and qualify for the last 16.

In other matches today, Aus-
tralia fell to their third 3-0 loss
in a row when Russia's trio of
Elena Timina, [rina Palina and
Galina Melnik proved too
strong. Australia have also lost
to China and Japan.

And Chinese Taipei beat
USA 3-0 today after losses to
North Korea, by 3-0, and a 3-1
loss to Hong Kong on the open-
ing day.

Hong Kong are on course to
qualify directly from Group C
as group winners following

Radulescu

resigns

BUCHAREST, Apr 25;:
Mircea Radulescu, coach of
Universitatea Craiova soccer
club which is languishing at
the bottom of Romania's First
Division, resigned today, club
officials said, reports .

The 54-year-old Radulescu,
Romania's national coach in
1992 and 1993, submitted his
resignation because the team's
performance was below par, ac-
cording to a club statement.

Universitatea Craiova, who
reached the semifinals of the
UEFA Cup in 1983, are lying in
14th place in the country's 18-
strong First Division.

The club lost their latest out-
ing this week 3-0 to Universi-
tatea Club.

Tribute to Denis Compton

and on my left was none other
than the one and only John
Arlott, "the voice of summer". It
was 60-over a side match and
the Australians had practically
nothing to offer as entertain-
ment.

Mr Arlott got up from his
seat and beckoned me to follow
him to the foyer. There I saw a
ﬁax}r of stars | had never

amt of coming across. | was
introduced to Sir Len Hutton,
Arthur Miller, Jim Laker,
Richie Benaud, Freddie True-
man and Denis Compton by Ar-
lott himself as 'gentleman from
Bangladesh'. Everybody was
busy with his job. Sir Len was
covering for some London
newspaper so was Arlott and
Laker and Benaud were at the
commentator's box and Miller
was busy with horse racing.
Compton was there as a specta-
tor. He was sober and non-
communicative but taking part
in the discussions on the game
with the nod of the head, shrug
of the shoulder or a smile on his
face. I had the fe
extremel
and not

eling he was
polite and humble
e ta]kaﬂ?ﬂ type.

At 61 he was as hanasome as
ever in his suspenders, shirt-
sleeves and a matching tie. He
could easily pass as the board
chairman of a big multina-
tional. |

But he was friendly. 1 re-
quested for his autograph and
he obliged readily and accepted
my offer for a cup of tea. He also
posed for me in all humility.

On the way back to my quar-
ters I thought "how could such a
gentleman be a murderer with
the bat?" He was in his time
known to be an unorthodox
batsman, one who did not al-
ways conform to the grammar.
In modern day cricket he would
be known as an improviser — a
great attraction to the crowd
;hich he was during his time

S0.

Had he been able to play the
modern version of instant
cricket Compton could have
easily been one of the best in the
game.

Such was the talent of Comp-
ton that he was one of the 16

layers in and's cricketing

istory till 1985 who finished
with a tidy average of more
than 5:&1111 their Test careers.

As must come
tuanendg,‘::has e life of De-
nis Charles Scott Compton
born at the village of Hendon in
Middlesex on May 23, 1918.

China's third in a row

their 3-0 win over Italy-today to

add to Thursday's 3-1 win over
Chinese Taipei and 3-0 victory
over the U

China flelded a young team

against Canada with world

number four and right-handed
holder Yang Ying Triumph-
21-6, 21-7 over Iwa Kong in

the first game.

Yﬂ#’ﬂ lﬂ-rw-uld compa-
triot Li Ju, also right-handed
but with a shakehand grip, then
had a similarly easy victo

over L ardins of C
o
Wang Nan, one of China's

rising s but already world
num nine such is their dom-
ination, then proved too much
for Petra Cada at 21-3, 21-10, to
notch the 3-0 win.

Japan's 3-0 win over Bel-
gium was not much harder.

Keiko Okazaki beat Natacha
Reginster 21-14, 21-9, Chire
Koyama earned a 22-20, 21-7
victory over ne Verlaek,
and Al Sakata, Ranked just 105
in the world, beat Cecile Ozer
21-10, 21-16. i

H Ko Duo
Chala;']l‘@g Wlngnd Chan Tan Lui
were in action in their 3-0 win

over Italy.
Chan their account
with a 19-21, 21-19, 21-11 win

over Alessia Arisi, then Chai
followed suit to win 21-14, 21-

13 over Laura Negrisoli.

Wong Ching, lesser of the
three players and ranked just
93, then the win with

a 21-17, 21-11 victory over
llt_?lggii‘.llﬂm-hnmm an 21-

Sport

Hingis' next
target

BONN, Apr 25: Martina
Hingis, already world number
one at singles, intends to climb
to the top of the world at dou-
bles ancr has chosen Spain's
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario as
her partner, reports AFP.

e 16-year-old Swiss, who
has been forced out of the Ham-
burg, Rome and Berlin tourna-
ments following an operation
on her left knee after f off
a horse, plans to make her dou-
bles debut with Sanchez-Vi-
cario at the French Open before

oing to Wimbledon, said a
ermar magagzine.

"Few players have succeeded
in getting to the top at both sin-
gles and doubles,"” she said in an
interview before her equestrian
accident.

"That motivates me even
more because I'm not someone
who draws back from new
challenges.”

She is also after the Grand
Slam.

"I'm the only one who has a
chance and I intend to give it a
shot.” said the Australian Open

- champion.

Krajicek keeps
on going

MONACO, Apr 25: Wimble-
don champion Richard Kra-
jicek continued his impressive
run of form when he out-blud-
%ennﬂd fellow big-server Mark

hilippoussis of Australia in
straight sets at the 2.3 million
Monte Carlo Open on Thursday,
reports AFP.

The 25-year-old Dutchman,
who won the Japan Open in
Tﬂkiru last week, showed his
quality on the red clay here
with a 6-3, 6-2 demolition of
Philippoussis, who had
shocked American clay spe-
cialist Jim Courier in the pre-
vious round.

Krajicek, who at four is the
highest seed left in the tourna-
ment will face the number eight
Carlos Moya of Spain in the

uarterfinals. The Australian

finalist comfortably saw

Ukrainian Andrei Medvedev 6-
4, 7-6.

Unseeded Frenchman Fab-
rice Santoro, who shocked
Austrian specialist Thomas
Muster in the second round, was
at it again on Thursday as he
beat another former French
Open winner Sergi Bruguera.

e Spaniard, seeded 16, went
down 3-6, 7-5, 6-1.

Santoro will face another
Spaniard, Carlos Costa, in the
quarters, Costa beat French-
man Arnaud Boetsch 6-4, 7-5.

Chilean seventh seed
Marcelo Rios plays Pete Sam-
pras’ conqueror Magnus Lars-
son of Sweden in the last eight
after defeating 10-seeded
Spaniard Alberto Costa 7-6, 6-
4, Larsson Dispatched Czech
Daniel Vacek with similar ease,
7-56-0... . . o

Eggin'a Alex Corretja, the
number 12 here, defeated Czech
Bohdan Ulihrach in three sets,
while compatriot Emilio Al-
varez lost to Norwegian Chris-
tian Ruud, a winner on Wednes-
day over Russian Yevgeny

ikov, also in three sets.

Noble gesture

ONALASKA, Wisconsin, Apr
25: Tennis star Tom Gullikson
sald a monument dedicated to
his late twin brother is a real
tribute to the person he was and
alwx.g will be, reports AP

ut 200 people lined the -

sidewalk and street for a dedi-
cation ceremony at Rowe Park
tennis courts. The tennis courts
have been officially named af-
ter Onalaska's most famous
twins — Tim and Tom Gullik-
SOn.

A 4-by-8-foot (1.2-by-2.4 me-
tre) black granite monument
with a tennis racket and balls
engraved on its front pays trib-
ute to Tim's career as one of the
world's best doubles players

d the late 1970s and into
the 1080s.
Tim reached a career-high

lmﬁumkh?ufﬂn 18 in
world in 1978 and beat John

McEnroe in the 1979 Wimble-
don guarterfinals.

Tim's likeness is inside the
head of the tennis racket. He
died May 3 at 44 after a 16-
month battle brain cancer.

Tom was overcome with
emotion several times during

his speech Sunday.
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VISTA, Florida,
Apr 25: Top-
seeded Michael
Chang narrowly
averlnga shock-

ing upset Thursday by beating
little-known Juan Albert
Viloca at the US Men's Clay

Court Championships, report

agencies.

Chang beat the Spaniard 6-
2, 6-7 (3-7) , 7-5 to advance to
the quarterfinals.

"It's all about fighting back,"
said ?:-L?inl - Fm ? stubborn
person ate to lose at any-
thing. I was taught to never give
up. That doesn't mean you'll al-
ways come back, but you have to
give yourself at least the hope
that you will."

In other matches, third-
seeded Petr Korda was upset by
Marcelo Filippini of Uruguay;
fifth-seeded Jason Stoltenberg
of Australia defeated Magnus
Larsson of Sweden 7-6 (7-3), 6-4
in an error-filled contest; and,
No. 7 Byron Black of Zimbabwe
gﬁed olland’'s Dennis van

en 7-6 (8-6), 3-6, 6-3.

e American Chang, whose
world ranking will improve to
No. 2 next week, started the
match against the 79th-ranked
Viloca as though
other routine victory, sweeping
the first three games and win-
ning the first set in less than 30
minutes.

The trend continued in the
second set as Chang secured a
service break in the seventh
game and served for the match
at 5-4.

Then the tone changed

abruptly as Viloca befgan rip-
ping sharply angled forehand
winners, breaking Chang's
serve and forcing the set into a
tiebreaker. Chang regained his
composure temporarily, mov-
ing into a 3-0 lead, but was
again knocked off-balance by

it would be an-
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Chang survives a scare

Viloca, who reeled off 10
straight points.

Viloca won the tiebreaker,
the second set and broke C
EL the opening game of the fin

Viloca, 24, maintained his
service break advantage until
Chang, sprinting desperately
around the court to return
Viloca's powerful ground-
strokes, broke the Spaniard's
serve in the eighth > -

But Viloca promptly broke
Chang in the very next game.

With the score 5-4, Viloca was
serving for the match and the
biggest win of his career.

MICHAEL CHANG

Viloca, one of 14 Spaniards
ranked in the ATP Tour's top
100, however, could not finish.
Though he twice came within
two points of winning the
match. Viloca was unable to
complete the upset.

Chang hit two sizzling back-
hand passing shots to break
Viloca ‘and even the set. An ob-
viously discouraged Viloca then
faded as Chang won 10 of the fi-

nal 11 points to escape into the
quarterfinals.

Ousting Korda 6-3. 6-
only 66 minutes, F‘ilipﬁi:?i L’ﬂlg
helped immensely by Korda's
errant shots. Korda, who was
once ranked as high as fifth in
the world and was a finalist at
the 1992 French Open, broke
Filippini's serve in the second

ame. But from that point Kor-
a's game steadily disintegrated
as his experimental extra-long
racket began spraying his shots
lon% wide-or into the net.
ilippini capitalised by
breaking Korda's serve three
consecutive times to capture the
opening set.

The second set was even
more of a nightmare for Korda,
Filippini, who has more career
victories on clay than any
player left in the tournament,
chased down shot after shot and
forced Korda into lengthy ral-
lies. Korda's game self-destruc-
ted and Filippini sailed through
the set 6-1,

"l felt like I was in control
and up a set and 5-3 and the
whole match turned around,”
said Chang of the two hour, 25
minute struggle. "I felt like
things were slipping away.
From there it was a dogfight. I

played off the ropes all of the
third set,

Viloca said, "I had the match
won but if you don't win when
you have the chance it is diffi-
cult. Good players give you one
chance to win but they don't
Eive you two chances, | knew |

ad the chance but I started to
play badly.”

Viloca said the presence of
14 Spaniards in the top 100, the
most of any single nation, is in-
spiring for all of them.

"Every week a Spanish
player is winning a tourna-
ment," Viloca said. "We practise
together and so you are saying if

he is winning then you must
win also.”
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Most children of the city are
physically unfit, they lack con-
siderably in strength and en-
durance. Changes in our living
conditions and lifestyles over
recent years have given way to
less physical activity, On the
average, a school age child
spends nearly 10 per cent of
each day watching TV and less
than 1 per cent in organized
physical activities. As a result,
a great many children cannot

do a single pull-up or a mile in

12 minutes. ok o
physical. fitness involves as-

ssment in each of the three
major areas: endurance,
strength and flexibility. En-
durance can be tested by a sim-
ple 12-minute run/jog/walk. A
child eight years and older
should be able to cover one mile
in that amount of time.

A child's s can be as-
sessed by the number of pull-
ups (palms away from the )
he or she can do, An eight-year-
old should be able to do one ad-
ditional pull-up for each addi-
tional year of age over t, up
to maximum of 10, and girls,
one additional pull-up for each
additional two years of age over
eight, up to maximum of six.
Failure to meet these mini-

e AN e

mums is indicative oi

P
strength. It sounds . but you
would be surprised at the num-

ber of children who cannot even
do one pull-up.

Flexibility or skill testing
can be assessed by the child's
participation in sports, gym-
nastics or dance. The agility
and coordination needed for
jumping rope is also a good in-
dicator of overall conditioning.

i ‘b.' T 1 g
able to do at least 30 jumyp ropes
with feet together and without
missing a turn.

Tests of physical fitness are
simple and can be e:asili; ad-
ministered. Interpreting the re-
sults can be more difficult. The
child who passes or fails all ar-
eas of physical fitness testing is
easily categorized. But what

yuide

3:30 Amar Prem 4:00 HF F

about the child who fails one or
two areas? The best way to ap-
proach this situation is the use
the information to develop and
exercise programme aimed at
improving these particular ar-
eas. Reassessment at a later
date should be done to ensure
that the exercise programme is
working.

Rarely are sophisticated
training devices, elaborate ex-
ercise equipment and complex
exercise schedules needed for
any child. The best way to en-
courage physical fitness in a
child iua_?arcntstoutagood
example. Take long walks; use
the steps instead of the elevator;
participate in sports together;
walk to the corner store instead
of driving.
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