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Shiftin__g_o_f
Hazaribagh
tanneries
‘to Savar
proposed

By Rafiq Hasan

A National leather industry
task force has recommended
that all tanneries be shifted
from the city's Hazaribagh area
to a proposed leather estate at

Savar.
In the 12-point recommen-

dation it recently submitted to
the government, the task force
suggested continuing export fa-
cilities for crust leather until

the 2000.
ﬁrmﬂk force. headed by
President of the Federation of

Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI)
Yusuf Abdullah Harun, also
suggested that leather and
leather goods industries be
given financial assistance sim-
ilar to that received by garment

industries.
See Page 12 Col 6

3 JP rebels
call party
council

By Staff Correspondent

The three 'rebel l:s:gfrs' of
the Jatiya Party in a jo ress
ya Party in a j ek

y

statement last night ap

all concerned in the party to
take preparation for holding
the council session of the :

The date for the Ses-
sion will be announced within
the next few days, the statement
said.

The three senior presidium
members — Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, Shah Moazzam
Hossain and Kazi Zafar Ahmed
- in an earlier joint press
statement on April 10 had an-
nounced their plan to convene
the council session of the party
by May. .

About the appointment of
Anwar Hossain Manju as the
first vice-chairman of the
party, they said yesterday, "We
are not aware of any such in-
stance in the history of politi-
cal parties across the world
where -the secretary general si-
multaneously holds the post of
vice-chairman.”

See Page 12 Col 4

Ershad not allowed

to enter cantts?

By Staff Correspondent

The name of former Presi-
dent and the Jatiya Party chief
H M Ershad has included
in the list of persons not al-
lowed entry in to cantonments
across the country, according to
sources close to Ershad.

Officials of the ISPR, when

contacted. however, cgesud
their ignorance about mat-
ter.

According to the sources, Er-
shad's license for dﬂa golf at
the Kurmitola Golf Club in

Dhaka Cantonment was not re-
newed.

In this regard the sources
also mentioned that when Er-
shad fell ill in , before
the Eid-ul-Azha, he was treated
at the emergency unit of the
Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) there and to the
Cardiac Institute in Dhaka, not
to the CMH in the capital.
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UN demands at special session

Halt Israeli settlement

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 25:
An emergency special session of
the General Assembly today
demanded an immediate halt to
the construction of an Israeli
settlement in East Jerusalem,

s Reuter.

A resolution passed by 134
votes to three, with 11 absten-
tions, also called for an end to
all assistance to "illegal Israeli
activities" in the occupied terri-

tories.

The negative votes were cast

the United States, Israel and

icronesia.

The special session, con-
vened on Thursday, was the
fourth debate by a UN body on
Israel's decision last month to
build 6,500 homes for Jews at a
site between Jerusalem and
Bethlehem called Har Homa in

Hebrew and Jabal Abu Ghneim

in Arabic.

in East Jerusalem

The resolution "Condemns
the construction by Israel, the
occupying power, of a new set-
tlement in Jabal Abu Ghneim.
It demanded "immediate and
full cessation of the construc-
tion... and of all other Israeli
settlement activities.”

In an approach to sanctions,

Dhaka deplores

Isracli move

Bangladesh has strongly de-
plored the Israeli action to
change the demographic struc-
ture as well as legal and physi-
cal character of the holy city of
Jerusalem, reports UNB.

Dhaka reiterated its firm
belief that attainment of the
inalienable rights of the Pales-
tinian and settlement of the

See Page 12 Col 2

which only the Security Council
can impose, the resolution
called for "the cessation of all
forms of assistance and support
for illegal Israeli activities” in
the occupied territories, partic-
ularly settlement activities.

Earlier, US Ambassador Bill
Richardson bluntly told the
United Nations today to sta
out of the dispute over Jewis
housing in a disputed part of
Jerusalem.

Richardson told the special
session that America had an
obligation to tell "our friends in
the United Nations frankly”
that UN bodies "should not in-
sert themselves into issues that
the negotiating partners have
decided will be addressed" in fu-
ture talks.

"This can only harden the
positions of both sides and

See Page 12 Cal 1
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e traditional 'Jabbarer Boli Khela' at the Laldighi Maidan in Chittagong yesterday.

e

e e

(Inset) Kamal Boli — Three-time champion in the competition.Story on page 10 —Star photo

_CHT crisis
Equal rights
for tribals,
Bangalees
demanded

A national conference on
Chittagong Hill Tracts yester-
day demanded a ent so-
lution to the long-standing cri-
sis in the region on the basis of
equal rights of both tribal and
Bangalee people living there,
reports UNB.

Participants at the confer-
ence criticised the government
for, what they said, cnnsFiﬂna%
against the cuunt&v's politic
independence and territorial
integrity by holding talks with
the terrorist Shantibahini.

After the inaugural session,
some 2,000 Bangalees, who
came from the three hill dis-
tricts _ Rangamati, Khagrach-
hari and Bandarban — to attend
the conference, marched to-
wards Bangabhaban with a pro-
cession and submitted a memo-
randum addressed to the Presi-
dent for ensuring their rights in

See Page 12 Col 3

Sarbahara Party
men kill two
ex-comrades

- From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Apr 25: Two persons
were brutally killed allegedly
by Sarbahara partymen in a
village under Sadullahpur
union of Pabna Sadar thana
late last night.

Those killed are Belayet
Hossain, 25, son of Hasem and
Esken Ali, 28, son of Rajab Ali
both of the village Shar Hapa-
nia under the union.

According to police, both of
them were call out of their
houses at night allegedly by 30-
40 armed men and were stabbed
to death. Both the bodies were
recovered by police this morn-

-ing.

Police further stated that the
two murdered men were ex-
pelled from the underground
party more than a year ago and
after expulsion they allegedly
killed one of their forrner com-
rade. Police suspects this
killings might be retaliatory.

Both thé victims wWére ac-
cused in a number of criminal
cases, police said.
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Proposal to reduce subsidy

Govt likely to raise
fertiliser price

By Inam Ahmed

The government is actively
considering raising the price of
fertiliser in view of the huge
subsidies it has to provide at its
current price, according to au-
thoritative sources.

A proposal to reduce subsidy
in fertiliser has already been
mooted by the Industries Min-
istry. The World Bank in a mid-
term review meeting with the
government in April had also
pressed for raising government-

1 administered prices including

that of fertiliser, the sources
said.

The increase in fertiliser
price has become imperative for
the government because the
current selling price is much be-
low the production cost and
price of fertiliser in the world
market. Moreover, there is a
strong possibility of increase in

gas price which would further

push up production cost of fer-
tiliser, the sources said.

However, they hinted that
the new proposal for increase in
fertiliser price was still below
its production cost. The cost qf
production of one ton of urea is
now Tk 5011 while its sale price
is Tk 3725, they said.

The proposal is likely to be
discussed in the cabinet soon,
the sources added.

This year alone, over Tk 483
crore subsidy was given to fer-
tiliser because of price mis-
match. The government had to
give Tk 212 crore subsidy this
year for import of 350000 tons
of urea at prices ranging be-
tween Tk 9000 and 10,000 per
ton to avoid an impending fer-
tiliser crisis.

Former JP leaders join BNP

Appoint a SC judge

as CEC: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia has de-
manded immediate resignation
of Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Mohammad Abu Hena
and appointment of a Supreme
Court judge to the con-
stitutional post "for the sake of
free and fair conduct of all the
future elections.”

"The present CEC has totally
failed to perform his job im-

artially .... We can't expect any
air election from him as none
of the by-polls held under him
was free and fair ... He must quit
immediately for national in-
terests," she said.

Addressing some newcomers
to the BNP at her Minto Road
official residence in the city
yesterday, Begum Zia also ac-

cused the Awami League gov-.

ernment of "behaving undemo-
cratically, repressing her party

workers and jeopardising na-
tional interests" and urged all
"nationalist forces" to resist the
moves.

Former law minister in Er-
shad government and Jatiya
Party presidium member Jus-
tice Habibul Islam Bhuiyan,
Kishoreganj district JP presi-
dent Mujibul Haq Chunnu, Ad-
vocate Faijul Kabir, ATM
Mostafa and some other JP
leaders from Kishoreganj along
with some 500 party workers
and supporters joined the BNP
at a simple ceremony.

Welcoming the new comers
to her party. the Leader of the
Opposition said that "national-
ist forces” were rallying round
the BNP, understanding that
there was no alternative to the
party to “"protect the national

independence and sovereignty.”

She also urged them to work
See Page 12 Col 6

"Plan to revamp DSE,
dissolve its council

Star Report

The authorities are consid-
erlnE ways to revamp the
D Stock Exchange (DSE) as
its price index eroded by over
200 points since April 2, when
the market regulator, the Secu-
rities and Excha Commis-
sion (SEC) char 36 people
with fraud to tailor prices to
mint millions during a bull run
last year.

A number of options are be-
ing considered, incl reor-

the stewardship of the

SE by dissolving its council,

under relevant rules of busi-

ness. But there are suggestions

also to "step cautiously,” ac-

cording to highly placed offi-
cials sources.

Seshan to run

for presidency

NEW DELHI, Apr 25: India's
former electoral chief, TN Se-
shan, today announced he wo-
uld contest the country's next
presidential election due in

July, reports AFP.

The ious former bu-
reaucrat, launched reforms
aimed at up elections

in the world's largest democ-
racy, said he would not repre-
sent any political party and

would stand as an independent
candidate.

India will hold -elections
on May 29 to fill three vacan-
cies in the lower house of par-
liament, the Lok Sabha, offi-
cials said today.

Meanwhile, the SEC has cau-
tioned the applicants who likes
to offer their shares in the
market not to permit the seven
securities companies, who are
among those accused in the
scam case, to work as their is-
sue managers/underwriters.

The authorities are watching
the market trends which went
downhill since the Eid vacation
after a see-saw run before the
holidays following filing of the
scam case on April 2.

The accused included the
Chairman of the DSE and a
number of broker/dealers who
were char after probe in to
the market that sagged to its
bottom after rising to a dizzying
height of 3647 points.

e All Share Price Index at
the DSE was 1225 points on
April 2 but it dipped to 1022.20
at the end ui;festerday‘s trad-

. But analysts say that it
went beyond the pre-bull days
level, even thuuglg at least 16
new issues were floated since
July whﬁ:: the market began go-

u t year.
mglvlgrket analysts said that a
number of issues including
some blue chips have alread
shaded some of their fats an
become "quite cheap” which
should have attracted more in-
vestors in the market.

Instead the market remained
in a jinx, heightening fears that
some “players” were still
manipulating prices to offset

the recent steps to boost the
stock market.

See Page 12 Col 4

Armed miscreants
g0 on rampage,
kill two 1n

Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Apr 25: Two per-
sons including a boy were killed
and three others injured when
an armed gang attacked them
in the Satikhola bazar area un-
der Bakerganj thana this mom-
ing.

gTh'.: gang also went on a
rampage set a house on fire
in which the boy was killed.

The dead were identified as
Asmat Sardar, 48, and Sahdat,
10.

Witnesses said a gang of 30 to

‘See Page 12 Col 2

Snatching of forms

2 Shibir workers
held in Rajshahi

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 25: Two ac-
tivists of Islami Chhatra Shibir
were arrested last night in con-
nection with the snatchin aif

i

The arrested, Alauddin and
Motahar Hossain, were pro-
duced before the court today.

Meanwhile, Chhatra Shibir
has called a three-day strike
from tomorrow to protest the
new admission systems.

Police also raided two resi-
dential halls of the university
midnight last night and ar-
rested six persons.

Later, three of them were re-
leased and the others were pro-
duced at the court today.

application forms for Raj

| University admission tests.

Proposal to set up Metropolitan

The government is actively
considering creation of a Met-
ropolitan Court of Sessions
(MCS) for the Dhaka metropolis
to improve the law and order in
the city and ensure speedy and
easy dispensation of justice.

Official sources said that a
proposal in this regard is under
scrutiny in the Ministry of Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Al-
fairs. It also envisages similar

courts in other metropolitan

areas in the country subse-
quently.

"The mandatory provision
for creating the MCS has so far
been ignored. Unless the MCS is
made an inseparable part of the
metropolitan area, the dispen-
sation of criminal justice and
law and order cannot attain ex-
pected improvement," the pro-
posal said.

"The trial of criminal cases
by the judges of the sessions
court of the Dhaka sessions di-

DU reopens
today

Classes of Dhaka University
will resume today after a nine
day Eid-ul-Azha vacation that
began April 16.

Offices and library of the
E;uversity will also open on the
YMl:anwiulc, most of the resi-
dent students came back to
their respective dormitories af-
ter enjoying the Eid with their
near dear ones.

By Mizan Al

vision is probably not being
proper after the amended provi-
sion of Sections 7 (4) and 9 (1) of
the Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) became effective on Au-
gust 10 in 1979,” it noted.

According to the proposal
prepared by the Law Ministry,
the provision of MCS was made
as early as in 1976, to be effec-
tive from 1979, under the same
law which provided for creation
of metropolitan magistracy and
metropolitan police.

When contacted, Secretary of
the Law Commission Kazi
Habibul Awal said "For desired
improvement of law and order
in the cities specialised court
like MCS are required to be set
u ‘I'T
4 He added that crimes com-
mitted in the metropolitan ar-
eas were much more 'sophisti-
cated and different in nature.’

He pointed out that "under
the Section 9 of the CrPC, it is

Congress won’t
oppose budget

NEW DELHI, Apr 25; India’'s
Cnn%rcss (I) party today said it
would put aside its 'reserva-
tions' and help pass the na-
tional budget in parliament
next week, reports :

“The Congress will not op-
pose the budget.,”" former Fi-
nance Minister Manmohan

Eingrl_}lsaid.

“The party has approved the
budget, thuugh we have some
reservations.

Court of Sessions

mandatory for the government
to set up a metropolitan court of
sessions for the metropolitan
area."

ﬂccurdin% to official
sources, over five lakh cases are
pending with the lower courts
in the country and around an-
other one lakh cases with the
higher courts. Some of these
cases were pending even for 15
to 20 years, they added.

Minister for Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs Ab-
dul Matin Khasru told The
Daily Star "We are making best

ossible efforts to introduce
SACS in all the metropolitan ar-
eas of the country at the earliest
possible time."

"The government is also con-
templating introducing
Grameen courts at the grass-
roots level for speedy, easy, in-

See Page 12 Col 7
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National council

AL yet to form
full-fledged
bodies in
30 districts

Star Report

Absence of full-fledged
committees of various district
units of Awami League is delay-
ing the process of nomination
of councillors for the ]ixartjr's
May 6-7 national council, party
sources said.

Though councils of 64 organ-
isational districts out of the
seventy have already been held,
full-fledged committees could
not be formed in 30 districts.

District units are supposed
to nominate councillors for fi-
nal approval by the AL Central
Working Committee (ALCWC)
prior to the national council. A

| total of 2.400 councillors. one

for every 50,000 people, would
be nominated this time, the
sources said.

A party leader, however, told
The Daily Star yesterday that
absence of full-fledged commit-

See Page 12 Col 4

Govt official
murdered
in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 25:. Di-
rector of the Bureau of Indus-
trial Statistics, Md Mostafa, 55,
was assassinated allegedly by
his ngfhf:w last night at a resi-
dential area near Aturar Deput
under Panchlaish thana, police
said.

Police arrested the victim's
elder brother Md Sclaiman,
who is also a government offi-
cer here while his killer son,
Iftekar Ali Haidar alias Kho-
kan went into hiding.

Police said Mostafa arrived
here from Dhaka and stayed at
his elder brother's residence. He
slept last night along with his
nephew Iftekar who, at dead of
night, hit his uncle on the th-
roat with a chopper, killing
him instantly, police said.

Police said though the mys-
tery behind the murder is yet to
be unearthed, they thought that
refusal of a proposal for ma.rr{-
ing the daughter of his uncle
might have angered the nephew
who allegedly killed him.

A case was_filed with Pan-
chlaish tHana " dnd” investi-
gation was going on, police said.

The body of Mostafa was
taken to his residence in Dhaka
after postmortem. Mostafa's
village home is at Fatikchhari
thana area under Chittagong
district.

6 more Manipuris

being interrogated

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 25: Interroga-
tion of 36 Indians from Ma-
nipur who were caught by the
BDR from Ballaghat border on
April 20 night is going on, offi-
cial sources said.

All of them are now on police
remand for interrogation.
Interrogation of five of them
has already been completed and
6 others are being interrogated,
the sources said.

BDR caught the 36 Indian
nationals along with two Bang-
ladeshis on charge of unau-
thorised entry into Bangladesh.

The BDR suspects that the 36
Indians were involved with
some outlawed insurgent groups
in the Indian state of Manipur.
However, they pleaded that they
came to visit Bangladesh and
meet the Manipuri community
here.

US ratifies treaty banning

use of chemical weapons

WASHINGTON, Apr 25: The
US Senate voted Thursday
night to ratify a treaty designed
to ban chemical wtaﬁ;;'anl
around the globe, reports AP.

The vote was 74-26, seven
more than the two-thirds
needed Inio{;rprnval. All
Democrats in favour of
the measure, while majority

The appn-ed'bymany

treaty.
ml.t?g. bans the use, de-

velopment, production or
of all chemical war-
fare and the de-

reguires

of existing stockpiles
over the next decade.

it has been by 164 na-
tions thus far, and ratified by
75. With or without American
ratification, the pact will take
eflect on April 29.

"Once ain America has
displayed the leadership that

we must demonstrate,” Clinton
told reporters at the White
House minutes after the vote
count was in.

"The chemical weapons con-
vention truly was made in
America.” he added. "It is right
for America.”

Meanwhile, Russia's par-
liament poned ratification
of a global chemical weapons
treaty today, saying Russia
cannot afford to destroy its

stockpiles at this time.

The Communist-dominated
lower house of parliament, the
State Duma, usually ob to
treaties favoured by Western
countries. Before the vote, sev-
eral lawmakers declared that
ratification would be "unpatri-
otic” and "one more concession
to the West." the ITAR-Tass

news agency reported.

But the Duma declared that
it has "started the process," and
promised to ratify the treaty in
the fall, ITAR-Tass said.

UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan welcomed Senate ratifi-
cation of the treaty banning
chemical weapons and said he
hopes the rest of the world will
sign the agreement too.

"I welcome the action the
United States Senate, which
voted yesterday to approve the
chemical weapons convention,”
Annan said in a statement.

"The potential of this signifi-
cant agreement to strengthen
international ce and secu-
rity depends on the dc%ru: of
universality it achieves.

Annan added that he looks
forward to formal ratification
by those states which have not
done so.

Negotiations on for
buying condensate

By Sharier Khan

The government is negotiat-
ing an agreement with a British
company, Cairn Plc, for pur-
chasing 400 barrels of conden-
sate per day from next year, of-
ficial sources said.

Condensate a light oil which
is a by-product of crude gas.

Cairn - which is developi
the Sangu gas field in the Bay o
Bengal - is setting up a gas pro-
cessing plant in Chittagon
which will refine gas extract
from the Sangu field and feed
the Bakhrabad gas field from
April next year.

The Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation will purchase the
condensate under a Condensate
Sales Purchase Agreement
(CSPA).

The British cnnslgan}r is
building a platform, km gas

peline and other structures to
connect the gas field with
the Bakhrabad Gas System at a

ethe crude gas and extrac

int near the Chittagong city.

e total investment for this
scheme is around US 180 mil-
lion dollars.

The pipeline will first carry
the gas from the gas field to the
processing plant at Chilipupur
in Chittagong. After re initlﬁg

e
condensate, natural gas will be

umped to the gas-hungry

akhrabad Gas System.

Cairn is currently develop-
ing a series of gas wells in col-
l:ﬁorau:m with a US company,
Brown and Roots, thtl':rﬁg} t;:;lﬂtﬁp-

ly the government on
Eu{:ic feet of gas per day (mmcid)
from April next year.

Cairn struck a hydrocarbon
reserve at a of 4000 feet at
Sangu-1 well in January 1996.
After drilling an appraisal well
near Sangu-1, it had confirmed
a gas reserve of over 1 trillion

See Page 12 Col 1

500 POSTS FOR ONLY
FEMALE CANDIDATES

BRAC 1s seeking applications from female
candidates for the following positions:

BRAC

1. Programme Organiser: Candidates must be Masters
in any discipline. Age maximum 33 years. Salary
Taka 4050/-. Selected candidates will have to nde bi-
cycle or motor-cycle. After appointment, 1f necessary,
BRAC will help to teach the candidates to nide by-cycle

or motor-cycle.

2. Programme Organiser (Accounts): Candidates
must be Masters in Commerce. Age maximum 33 years.
Salary Taka 4050/-. Selected candidates will not be
needed to ride bi-cycle or motor cycle.

3. Programme Assistant: Candidates must be HSC
Age maximum 25 years. Salary Taka 2200/- (including
food allowance). Selected candidates will have to nde
bi-cycle. After appointment, if necessary, BRAC will
help to teach the candidates to nde by-cycle.

Accommodation will be provided at all BRAC Ercﬁj:cts.
On confirmation BRAC’s staff will be entitled to
benefits such as Gratuity, Providend Fund & Insurance.

Applicants are requested to mention the name of the
district where she would like to be interviewed Plegsc
indicate the senal number and name of the post applied

for on your application.

Please apply with detailed curmculum vitae and a recent
passport size photograph to Personnel Department,

BRAC Center 75, Mohakhali

than May 10, 1997.

Dhaka 1212 not later



