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Two Betar
commentators
rewarded

Two noted commentators of
Bangladesh Betar, Chowdhury
Zafarullah Sharafat and
Shamim Ashraf Chowdhury
were awarded Taka fifty thou-
sand each for their commend-
able commentary of the ICC
Trophy, reports BSS.

tate ster for Youth and
sSports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader, on behalf of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
ﬁaw: away the cheques at the
ational Sports Cuuntil yes-
terday.

Shooting coach
meets Obaidul

Newly appointed Olympic
gold medalist German shooting
coach Uwe Riesterer called on
State Minister for Youth and
Sports and Cultural Affairs

dul Quader at the National
Sports Council yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

They exchanged views on
matters relating to improve-
ment of the performances of the
shooters who are preparing to
take part in the 8th SAF Games
and 2nd Commonwealth Shoot-
ing Federation Championship
to be held in Nepal and
Malaysia respectively.

Secretary of Youth and
Sports ASM Shahjahan and of-
ficials of Bangladesh Shooting
Federation were present.

Active chess

Seven players were jointly
on top in the Anwara Begum
Memorial Active chess tour-
nament with three points each
after the third round held at the
NSC chess room yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

They are Reefat-bin-Sattar
(B , Enamul Hossain Rajib
and Abdullah Al Rakib (Moha-
mmedan)., Kajal Mahmood
(Russel Club), akar Kayes
Hassan (Biman), Shawkat Ho-
ssain Pallab (BTMC) and Abul
Quasem Bhuiyan (BTMC).

English soccer
scene

LONDON, Apr 23: Blackburn
and Southampton boosted their
chances of Premier league sur-
vival on Tuesday with vital vic-
tories in difficult circum-
stances, rts Reuter.

Blackburn beat UEFA Cup
hopefuls Sheffield Wednesday
4-1 at Ewood Park — a result
which should ensure them top
flight soccer next season.

Southampton went to Sun-

derland, also battling to stay in |

the top flight, and came away
with a 1-0 victory.

In the t's other matches
Chelsea beat Wimbledon 1-0 in
a re-run of their FA Cup semifi-
nial earlier this ‘morth while
Leeds and Aston Villa drew 0-0.

Blackburn, the 1995 English
champions, took a 3-0 lea
halftime thanks to goals from
Norway's Henning ., Eng-
land wing-back Graeme le Saux
and I:aptain Tim Sherwood.

ary Flitcroft added a fourth

aftcr the interval and, although

Wednesday pulled back a goal
from the penalty spot through
Italian Benito Carbone, Black-
burn never looked like losing.
Norwegian Egil Ostenstad

scored uthampton's vwvital
oal at Sunderland to take

th n into 15th place in
the 20- table.

Sunderland drop to 17th,

just two points above the relega-

tion zone.

Senator calls for

judgement

NEW YORK., Apr23 A US
senator asked the US Olympic
Committee on Monday to ex-
plain why officials linked to
the misuse of more than 1.3
million dollars in grants to the

p that runs amateur

in the United States remain
in USOC jobs, AP.

In a letter to USOC president
Bill Hybl, Sen John McCain
called for a “al.lhnfl;antivelusm

alty” against former leaders
;fmUEAy" and said failure
to do so "would set a harmful

£."

"It would definitely not com-
port with the high standards of
integrity and accountability
that athletes, USOC members
and the American public de-
serve and " he said.

The letter, released by Mc-
Cain's office in Washingion,
mentioned three former USA
boxing officials involved in the
scandal and two — Jim
Fox, a former executive
director and now head of the
USOC's broadcast division; and
Steve Ducoff, a former boxing
treasurer and currently volun-
teer head of a USOC comumittee.

McCain said he was espe-
cially concerned that officials
implicated in the case remained
on the job in the com-
munity and "would appreciate

informed of the rationale
for allowing individuals al-
legedly involved in the misallo-
cation of over three million
dollar in USOC funds to remain
with the USOC.

"This is not a case of minor
man { erTors or a series
of administrative ts.”

Fox remains in his while
the district attorn in the
USOC's hometown of Colorado
Springs. Colorado, considers

%chargcs

c:ect:iu\rc director
Dick Schultz said no adminis-
trative action would be taken

against Fox as long as the DA's

investigation remained open.
While lt:knn'lrlredglng that

the case "has been a difficult

and situation for the
Usogglnﬂhc%am said he hoped
his intervention “will lead the

USOC to strengthen its over-
sight procedures for all (sports

LONDON, Apr 23:
Denis Compton,
one of the all-time
| greats of cricket
and an England
—— —--— international at
SOCCET, dlEd Wednesday at the
age of 78, report AP.

The dashing Compton, un-
dnubtedl}r the most popular

rtsnan of his era and the
nriginal playbn]i; of English
sport, died in a hospital eaﬂy
Wednesday following compli-
cations from surgery.

Prime Minister John Major
was one of the first to pay trib-
ute to the man who captivated
cricket fans in the immediate
post-war years.

"There will be a tear in many
an eye at the loss of one of the
greatest batsmen cricket has
ever known," Major said. "It
wasn't just the game he played.
it was the way he played it.

"Those who ever saw Denis
Compton bat have an imper-
ishable memory of the greatest
cavalier of cricket. Quite liter-
ally, he is irreplaceable and the
memory of him and the way he
played will last for as long as
the game of cricket itself.”

It was ironic that the former
Middlesex batsman and Arse-
nal soccer player should die on
the opening day of cricket's
county championship — with
an Ashes series against the vis-
iting Australian team only six
weeks away.

Compton excelled at both
cricket and soccer and inspired
a generation in post-World War

ngland to achieve the same.
Hampered from an early stage
by a knee injury, Compton ig-
nored fitness sessions and re-
lied on his flawless technique
instead to demoralise batsmen
with his timing and footwork.

At soccer, he mesmerised
defenders with his attacking
runs and set u %guals for his
strikers and club and interna-
tional level. Compton was En-

ish sport's equivalent of US
ootball and baseball star
Deion Sanders.

A brilliant right-handed

batsman and unorthodox slow

left-arm bowler, Compton char-
med and thrilled large crowds
with his dashing strokeplay.

He made his cricket debut for
Middlesex in 1936 at the age of
18 and became the youngest
ever to score 1000 runs in his
first season.

He became England's youn-
gest-ever century-maker when
he scored a hundred at the age
of 20 against New Zealand in

DENIS CDMPTON
1937,

In 1947, he scored the most
runs and the most centuries in a
season-records that still stand.
He scored 3,816 runs and 18
centuries, including six against
the touring South Africans.

Long before batsmen wore
helmets to protect themselves
from fast bowling. Compton
was struck on the head and
knocked out ]fla}rmg against
Australia — only to return with
a bandage to acure an unbeaten

145.

The following winter in
South Africa, he scored the
fastest 300 ever in a Test match.
The runs against North-Eastern
Transvaal at Benoni in Decem-
ber 1948, were made in 181
minutes,

Supremely confident in his
ability, he became the first En-
glish sportsman to gain film
star status especially after his
appearances on TV,

Compton was one of the first

Sport
Compton passes away

Hingis hurts
her knee

ZURICH, Apr 23: Top-ranked
women's tennis player Martina
Hingis underwent Eurgez Wed-
nesday for an inju er left
knee suffered m a fall from a
horse, She will be sidelined at
least three weeks, her mother
said, reports AP.

"So far it is certain that Mar-
tina will have to miss Hamburg,
Rome and Berlin,"” said Melanie
Molitor, who also is Hingis'
coach.

The German Tf:mns Fed r

professional sportsmen to build | £

on their public appeal, notably
through his advertisements for
Brylcreem hair gel. He became
known as the Brylcreem Boy.

In 1949, a knee irHury suf-
fered playing soccer flared up,
and impaired his mobility for
the rest of his career.

The injury grew sieadily
worse, and despite scoring 278
in less than five hours against
Pakistan, he was forced to have
his knee cap removed. He scored
a century on his return for Mid-
dlesex and scored a brilliant 94
in the final 1956 Test against
Australia.

Compton, however, struggled
on the tour to South Africa that
winter and retired the following
season. For his career, he
scored 38,942 at 51.85
— including 123 centuries
— and reached a hundred hun-
dreds in just 552 innings. the
quickest player to reach the
milestone other than Aus-
tralian great Don Bradman.

As an outside-left for Arse-
nal, Compton won the 1 e ti-
tle in 1947-48 and the FA ‘
1950. He also won 14 wartime
Eng]and international caps.

"I remember a particular
England game against Scotland
when we won by several goals to
one and Denis tore them apart
down the left wing," said soccer
great Sir Stanley Matthews. "I
think Tommy Lawton scored
three or four goals that day
from Denis' passes.”

Compton leaves a widow,
Christine, from his third mar-
riage; two daughters, Victoria
and Charlotte; and three sons.
Richard, Patrick and Brian.

I10C looks for reliability

LONDON, Apr 23:
‘Researchers from

(w around the world
.| are meeting in

L Switzerland this
‘week to pool their
efforts to develop reliable tests
for some of the most widely-
used banned drugs in sport, re-

ports AP.
The anti-doping summit
Tuesday and W ay in Lau-

sanne is organised by the Inter-
natiomal~O ic mimitiee,
which has come under scrutin
for what critics say is an inei-
fective drug-testing programme.
About two dozen scientists
from Sweden, Italy, the United
States, France, Canada, Den-
mark, Switzerland, Britain and
Germany are attending the
closed-door meetings.
The 10C wants to hear what
mﬁn:ss the researchers have
e in testing for human
growth hormone (HGH), ery-
thropoietin (EPO) and testos-

Privalova

sidelined

MOSCOW, Apr 23: Top Rus-
sian sprinter Irina Privalova
may miss the entire track sea-
son following surgery to repair
a torn muscle, a newspaper
reported Wednesday, says AP.

Privalova was operated on
last Friday and will spent the
next month in a cast and an-
other month in rehabilitation,
The Moscow Times said.

"It leaves her with less than
two months of preparation be-
fnrc the world championships

in August — too short a time to
g:t into top shape,” Valentin

alakhnichev, rtaidcnt of the
Ruummleucu Federation,
was as saying.

Privalova, who won two me-
dals at the Barcelona Olympics,
recorded the fastest

indoor
times in the world this year at
50 and 200 metres.

She pulled up lame last
month the 60-metre fi-
nal at the world indoor cham-
pionships in Paris.

terone — three of the perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs of
choice in international sport.
EPO and HGH can not be de-
tected by standard urine tests,
while there is disagreement
over the procedures used in
measuring testosterone levels.
"The real aim of the meeting
is to know where we stand right
now on the research,” IOC medi-
cal director Patrick Schamasch
said. "We're not trying to reach

any consensus. We just want'to

give the opportunity for all the
experts to get together and ex-
change ideas. It could help
reach a breakthrough in the

lun% ;

PO, a natural hormone
used in the treatment of kidney
patients, stimulates the pro-
duction of oxygen-rich red
blood cells. It is believed to be
widely used by athletes in en-
durance , such as cycling,
cross-country skiing and long-
distance running.

HGH is considered the ect
alternative to steroi by
strength athletes. It shﬂrtens an
athlete's reco time after in-
tense training and allows a
competitor to work out harder
and more often.

Testosterone, which is con-
sidered a steroid and helps
build muscle mass, can be iden-
tified in urine tests. However,
there has been controversy over

the levels of testosterone con-
sidered acceptable in the tests.

Urine tests measure the ratio
between testosterone and
epitestosterone. Under [0C
rules, the maximum acceptable
level is 6-to-1. Critics say this is
too high, noting that the nor-
mal level for men is 1.3-to-1 or
lower.

Some reacarchers say blood
tests are the best way to detect
EPO and HGH. but the IOC has
backed away from blood sam-
Hnllng and pressed forward with

ding a reliable urine test.

"The 10C will be the first

tor se blood samples
as long as some scientists give
us the real solution,” Scham-
asch said. "lf the solution is

- the fewest

blood samples, we will do so.
But we need to be certain the test
is 100 per cent reliable and can
be done all around the world."

The international cycling
federation recently started tak-
in% blood samples from riders
before races. If the test shows an
excessive level of red blood
cells, the rider is not allowed to
take in the race,

The Lausanne meeting
comes against the backdrop of a
recend! war thcle f
trated mag
scribes drug-testing as a sham
and says athletes rely more
than ever on banned perfor-
mance enhancers.

The Sports Illustrated arti-
cle described last summer's At-
lanta Olympics as "a carnival of
sub-rosa riments in the use
of performance-enhancing
drugs." It said drug-testing in
Atlanta was "almost comically
ineffective.”

The 10C sanctioned only two
positive drug tests in Atlanta,
at a Summer
Olympics since the 1980
Moscow Games.

Cruytt loses

his case

BARCELONA, Apr 23: For-
mer Barcelona coach Johan
Cruyff lost a | battle against
club president Jose Luis Nunez
on Tuesday in which he had
claimed de gﬂ:’:}-‘amm of charac-
ter, reports ter
Cruyff lodged the law suit in
response to comments Nunez
made at a heated news confer-
ence the day after Barcelona
sacked the Dutchman last May.

Nunez had accused Cruyff of
selling his support to candi-
dates in club elections, sellin
information to the media an
favouring his son Jordi over
other players in the squad.

But a judge said un Tuesday
Nunez's criticisms were made
against Cruyifl's perforrnance as

er rathcr than against

a manag
him as an individual,

- standings immediately.

MHus+ |
azine which de- "

FLORIDA, Aor 23:
-seeded Mich-
ael Chang con-
verted steady pla;
into a 6-3, 6-
victory over Jan-

~

A

Michael Gambill in the US
men's clay court champion-
ships, reports AP.

C who will move up to

No. 2 in world when the ATP
Tour are released next
week. took advantage of the few

openings his 19-year-old oppo-

nmr:_k him. -
s a hang,
25 said. taitntcd and has
serve. | don't think clay
il most comfortable surface,
but he can hit some good shots.”
Chang. whose move to the
second spot was assured earlier
Tuesday when Thomas Muster
lost a second-round match to
Frenchman Fabrice Santoro in
the Monte Carlo Open, scored
the only service break of the
first set in a long fourth gamne.
Trailing 2-1 on serve, Gambill
matched Chang shot for shot in
a game that featured five deuces,
four game points for Gambill
and three break points for

Chang.
Chang finally seized the
break n Gambill netted a

el nornly Wikh Chang
wi

untﬂg;mﬂrmﬂnﬂﬂm
the top seed swept the final

three games.

forehand ap

Chang moves into

Chang became only the
active player to win 500

career matches.
“In a sense it makes you feel
a little bit old," Chang said. "Be-

ing 25, 1 think people forget that

MICHAEL CHANG

this is my 10th year on tour. It's
eat, but | feel like, tennis-
wise. bigger and better things
are a me in the future.
Boris Becker leads active
players with 672 match victo-

Round 2

ries. Muster has 562 and Pete
Sampras 522.

"Earlier, fourth-seeded Alex
O'Brien cruised past Austria's
Gilbert Schaller 6-4, 6-2 to ad-
vance into the second round.

Sixth-seeded Chris Woodruff
defeated Argentina's Javier
Frana 4-6, 6-4, 6-4, and defend-
ing champlion Fernando Mel-
gini of Brazil edged American
gua.liﬂ:r Mark Magklein 7-6 (7-

), 7-6, [8-6). Seventh-seeded
Byron Black of Zimbabwe de-

feated Belgium's Johan Van

Herck 6-3, 7-6 (7-4) in the final
afternoon match.

O'Brien, who climbed from
210th to 38th in the ATP Tour
r 8 last but has been
in a slump over the last two
months, handled the 70th-
ranked Schaller with surpris-
ing ease. A service break in the
opening game of the match was
enough tu earn O'Brien the first
set in routine fashion. The
Amarillo, Texas native then
broke Schaller twice more to
start the second set and wasn't
threatened.

O'Brien consistently outhus-
tled Schaller, running down the
Austrian clay-courter's top-
spin ground strokes and send-
ing them back at difficult an-

D Brien, 27. said it was antic-
ipation as much as reflexes that
enabled him to take control of
the match.

Jean-Marc

tion confirmed that Hingis had
cancelled her appearance in the

Hamburg tournament,
runs from April 28 to May 4.

It is possible that she also
may have to miss the French
Open from May 26 to June 8,
Molitor said.

The injury came just as
Steffi Graf, whom Hingis de-
throned as No 1, was recoverin
from her own knee injury an
planning a comeback, in the
mid-May tournament in Berlin.

Hingis' pause won't affect the
She
has a 771-point lead over Graf,

The mass-circulation daily
Blick reported that the 16-year-
old Hingis was able to stand and
laugh off her fall Monday from
the horse, which belongs to a
friend. But when she awoke the
next day she was unable to
straighten her left leg.

Hingis was then examined at
various hospitals and special-
ists near her home in Trueb-
bach in eastern Switzerland on
Tuesday.

On Wednesday she under-
went arthroscopic surgery for a
partly torn ligament, Molitor
said, but she didn't disclose
where the operation was per-
formed or whether Hingis re-
mained hospitalised.

Last January Hingis was un-
injured when she fell from a
horse in Australia before going
on to win the Australian Open.

Molitor previously has in-
sisted that Hingis have as nor-
mal a life as possible and con-
tinue to enjoy her passions for
equestrian sports and roller
blading in spite 1::!' any risk to
her career.

She made no comment
Wednesday on whether  she

ﬁfm ﬁhﬂﬁgﬁcmj opinian,, An

Davis Cup

Aussie-US semi
on Sept 19

MELBOURNE Apr 23: The
United States will host the

*Davis Cup semifinal against

Australia in September on
hardcourt, increasing the like-
lihood that Pete Sampras will
lead their challenge, Tennis
Australia (TA) said today, re-
ports Reuter,

The tie will be played in ei-
ther North Carolina, or Wash-
ington DC from September 19-
21, TA said in a statement.

Australian non-playing cfg-
tain John Newcombe said the
United States' decision,
hosts, to play on one of a Sam-
pras’ favourite surfaces sug-
gested the world number one
would take part.

"We want the US to field
their best team, so for the
(ruling body) USTA to select
hardcourt lndlcatea that Pete
Sampras will play,” Newcombe
said in the statement.

The United States had been

ted to opt for the slower
clay surface if Sampras did not
make himself available, TA
said.

Australia reached the semi-
finals with a 5-0 rout of Czech
Republic earlier this month,
while the Americans overcame
Netherlands 4-1.

The winner will meet either
Sweden or Italy in the Davis
Cup final in late November.

AIFP’s soccer

match Sunday

PARIS, Apr 23: The Interna-
tional Soccer Players' Union
(AIFP) said on Tuesday a benefit
match long promised to Belgian
man would take
place on Sunday in Barcelona,

s Reuter.

AIFP said in a statement the
match, which has been repeat-
edly blocked by several soccer
authorities in the past year,
would be played on April 27 in
Barcelona's Olympic Stadium.

Last mont the Spanish
Football Association vetoed the
benefit match being staged in

that |
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Sampras, Muster dumped

i "l MONTE CARLO,
gy Monaco, Apr 23:
Pete Sampras, Bo-
ris Becker and Tho-
Q mas Muster, all
. rated No. 1 in the
world at some time and all
winners of Grand Slam events,
now have something else in
COINITON.

All three lost at the Monte
Carlo Open in one afternoori.

Becker, Muster and Sampras
followed each other on Centre
Court of the 2.3 million dollar
tournament Tuesday. They fol-
lowed each other out of the
tournament, losing in their
first matches, reports AP.

Magnus Larsson of Sweden,
a former top 10 player, beat
Sampras, the world's top
ranked player, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Fabrice Santoro nf France
won his third straight match
over Muster, winner of the last
two Monte Carlo tlﬂES 6-2, 7-6
(7-3).

Becker, a three-time finalist
here and three-time Wimbledon
winner, lost to Renzo Furlan 1-

6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-4) in a first—mund_

match.

Sampras and Muster had
firsi-round byes as the top two
seeded players.

Earlier this week, Sampras
tied John McEnroe tfor third in
total weeks at the No. 1 spot in
the tennis rankings at 170.

Becker also was No 1 for a

time and Muster was the last No

"My tensions were way too
loose. Playing the weekend, it
was cold and rainy. We all went
down with the tension,"” Becker
said. "Today was a warm day.
My tension was too loose. I was
forcing it."

The problems played havoc
with his service game. At one
point in the third set, he made
just five of 22 first serves.

"There were times when I
just missed it six, seven, eight
times in a row,” Becker said.

It was unly Becker's sixth
match of the year. He missed
two months because of a wrist
injury and lost in the first
round at the Australian Open,
virhere he was defending his ti-
Lie

In Becker’'s last match last
week at Tokyo, he was ham-
pered with a thigh injury and
lost 12 of the last 14 games
against Frenchman Lionel
Roux.

Sampras was returning to
tournament tennis after with-
drawing from two Asian tour-
naments with an injured wrist,
Earlier in the year, he won
three tournaments and had a
20-match winning streak.

He played late in the after-
noon when it started clouding
up.

"It is really tough to play in
these conditions. I am gong to
go home for two weeks and

come back for Rome," Sampras
said.

rMﬂUﬁnlrﬁﬂmﬂ -af- Sweden. plays. a backhand- return

against top seeded American Pete Sampras during their
second round engagement at the Monte Carlo Open on
Apr 22. The Swede beat Sampras 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.

— AFP/UNB photo

1 player before Sampras last
year.

Becker played around noon,
and complained that the heat

affected the tension of his
racket strings.

Larsson knew the conditions
would help him.

"I thought the courts were
heavy and it's hard to finish the
points," Larsson said. "Obvi-
ously that's in my favour

against Pete.”

It was a different story on a
hard court last month as Sam-
pras beat Larsson 6-2, 6-0 in
Key Biscayne, Florida.

Key Biscayne was the sight of
the last major tournament that
Muster, more noted as a clay-

court Epecialist WOrn.
Now, Muster is just another
clay-court loser, pping his

second consecutive match on .
the surface.

"I won a lot on clay the last
two years, but that doesn't mean
that things like this can't hap-
gen Muster said. "People may

saying I would lose less
maiches on clay than on hard
courts, which seems to be the
opposite this year."

Muster won 40 consecutive
matches on clay in 1995 and
had a 113-7 record on clay since
1993.

It was the second consecutive
week Muster lost to a French-
man, bowing to Cedric Pioline
last week in Barcelona.

Santoro teased Muster with
off-speed slices and lobs and
kept running down shots and
returning them as he beat
Muster for the third consecutive
time dating back to 1992.

"The first set was pretty per-
fect. I don't remember playing
teninis like that. I'm not as pow-
erful as him, and 1 have to play
like this (to beat him,)" Santoro
said.

Muster served for the second
set at 5-4, but Santoro broke
back with the help of a double-
fault by Muster. In the
tiebreaker, Muster double-
faulted on match points.

"l am not saying 1 am not
confident or not playing well."
Muster said. "A few things
aren't working the way | want
it. I am now 60-70 per cent of
my normal capacity, and it's
not enough.”

Johnson goes
to Britain

in June

LONDON, Apr 23: Double
mpic gold medalist Michael
insun will run his first race
in Britain for three years when
he competes in the 400m at a
Grand Prix meet in Sheffield on
June 29, reports AFP.

Johnson, who became the
first man to win the 200m anu
400m at the same Olympics in
Atlanta last summer, will use
the race as a test to decide
whether to go for the same dou-

ble at the World Champi-
onships in Athens in August.

"At this point in time | am
still undecided as to whether to
compete in the 200m or 400m in
Athens,” said the 29-year-old
Texan. "The race in Sheffield
may well point me towards the
decision.”

His- decision te-. rage -in
Sheffield comes less than a year
after he was refused a place at a
meeting in London for fear of
demoralising his British rivals
just before the Olympics.

lan Stewart, the British ath-
letics federation's events direc-
tor, said: "It will be fantastic to
see Michael Johnson in Britain
after his spectacular Olympic
performances last year.
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Spain, earlier Iana to have it
organised in Paris where the
AIFP is based, were also op-
posed and abandoned.

The benefit match hit anoth
snag last week when the Belgian
Soccer Union said it would op-
pose the game which AIFP sec-
re -general Didier Roustan
h to stage in Brussels,

Bosman's case in the Euro-
pean court of justice brought an
end to transfer fees for out-of-
contract EU players but left
Bosman himself financially
Etr;]mdcd after a five-year legal

X

gTh: match will be played be-
tween a European side and a
team from the rest of the world,
top players like Manchester
United's Frenchman Eric Can-

tona and B an Hristo Sto-
ichkov will play for Europe
while Diego Maradona will lead

the other team.
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