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Y treating the Russian
B;r—isr's haemophilic son
heir, Rasputin beca-

me indispensable to the Rus-
sian royal family. From a mod-
erately successful faith healer
he became an important but
unofficial functionary of the
State. Scandals about his am-
orous adventures and earthy
lifestyle earned him the hatred
of the intelligentsia and the
masses who began to blame all
of Russia's ills on his meddling
with official matters. Jealous of
his all-pervasive influence,
articularly his all-powerful
old over the Queen, well-wish-
ers and upﬁanentﬂ of the royal
family both became unrelent-
ing ftoes. Eventually he was
murdered by those driven b
overwhelming concern wit
this "evil" incarnate. Rasputin
had told the Queen that the
royal family would not survive
him, it is an irony that the
mass hatred for Rasputin ulti-
mately boiled over to bring the
Tsar down after his death.
Pakistan has had its full
share of Rasputins, drawn
mainly from the civil service,
some from the military but in-
creasingly also from the politi-
cal parties and business. Each
political ]'::art¥ has acquired a
core of loyalist bureaucrats
who remain in insignificant
pointments of little influence
when the Party they favour (or
belong to) is out of power. On
the other hand, on assumption
of office they have returned to
the portals of power with a
vengeance Rasputin would have
been envious of. To quote Bar-
bara Tuchman: "every success-
ful revolution puts on in time
the robes of the tyrant it has de-
posed”. In our country there is
80 much Ell:w::t«aeﬂtis.tl to acquire il-
legal wealth with complete im-
punity, that some try to do it
sooner rather than later. A few
civil servants and businessmen
specialised in playing up to
both the sides, some even man-
aging not to be seen through as
rank two-timers. A vast major-
ity of civil servants remain in
limbo, fearful for their careers
and even their existence, anx-
ious to please whoever is in
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Tyrants and Rasputins

Rasputins have a bad habit of emerging from kitchen cabinets, as history will attest Rasputins also have a bad
(and recurring) habit of bringing Tsars down. While no government can do without pocket tyrants, the
executive head of government would do well to keep them confined to his pocket.

power. Any hint of non-com-

liance of instructions (all ver-
Eal] and their careers are dam-
aged, if not shortened alto-
gether.

Successive rulers and their
close associates, motivated out
of their own personal interest,
have utilised this feeling of in-
security of the "great silent ma-
Imrit},r" of bureaucrats to excel-
ent effect, they have been ter-
rorised into willing compliance
with the wishes of the rulers.
Since elected leaders can have
an image problem if they are
seen to be unseemingly authori-
tarian in a democratic society,
a small but composite coterie of
educated hit-men from among
their inner circle and bureau-
crat-collaborators are em-
ployed to ensure that their bid-
ding is carried out, no wonder
in time these hit-men give pri-
ority to their own interests over
either the interests of their
mentor or even the interests of
the State. At the core of almost
every government, you will find
a handful of such pocket
tyrants. Some of themm may not
seem to savour what they do,
the raw power of State machin-

is like giving the first taste
of human blood to a tiger, revel-
ling in the use of it, very much
like our Russian friend,
Rasputin, the tiger soon be-
comes a man-eater.

The two most known pocket
tyrants in recent history were
US President Richard Nixon's
trusted aides Haldeman and Er-
lichman, "the Germans" as they
were nicknamed. While Nixon
was always a tough-enough
character, as the official gate-
keepers these two abrasive per-
sonalities went far beyond the
pale, virtually terrorising
politicians and bureaucrats
alike, laying down the law on
behalf of the US Presidency as
never before seen in the portals
of the White House.

One of the early Presidents
in the US, Thomas Jefferson

had it right when he said al-
most two centuries ago that "the
tyrants of the legislators is at
present, and will be for many
vears, our most formidable
danger. The tyranny of the ex-
ecutive will arise in its turn, but
at a more distant period”. A
government is elected to uphold
the rule of law, when it starts to
behave as if the laws of the land
are not applicable to them than
a situation develops that is
counter-productive to the con-
cept of good governance. His-
tory has shown that maximum
disregard of the rule of law is
usually the prerogative of those
who make it into the corridors
of power on the coatiails of
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whom they serve, since they are
almost never directly elected to

i
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consequences, 2) that their own
personal and selfish interests
can only be enhanced by terror-
ising the bureaucracy to a posi-
tion of compliance to their own
bidding; and above all, most
dangerously 3) that by exercis-
ing total control of all the or-
gans of the State even at the cost
of the rule of law (and in fact
contr to it mostly), the rule
of their master [or mistress)
can be perpetuated forever. As
Asif Zardari's large coterie of
pocket tyrants found out, their
vicious rule lasted for a very
limited space of time in the his-
tory of this nation and despite
their best efforts, the nation
survived.
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Pakistan has had its share
of pocket tyrants in every gov-

office on their own steam except ernment but é)mbahl none so
by shortest, they consider  blatant or widespread as in the
themselves above any form of last regime. Benazir's govern-

accountability and subject to no
self-restraint. The essence of
democracy is that every elected
rson is accountable to his (or
er] constituency in addition to
the State, in the case of pocket
tyrants their virtual existence
at the core of governance de-
pends upon the goodwill of the
mastiers (or mistress) they
serve, as such they have no con-
stituency or electors to be re-
sponsible to but only their men-
tor, to serve them tor better or
for worse, usually worse.

The pocket tyrants act in the
manner they do because, viz 1)
their actions are motivated out
of the national interest which
they believe to be synonymous
with the mentor they serve,
right or wrong and damn the

ment had two faces, where real
power was exercised by Asif
Zardari, through an army of
includings, even monarchs did
not have such absolute author-
ity. Zardari's courtiers brought
the concept of governance into
disrepute. The core of entire na-
tional institutions were de-
stroyed. Moral bankruptcy did
not exclude the Armed Forces,
where the Navy and Air Force
suffered mightily, both morally
and physically, Zardari's vir-
tual dictatorship was not based
on any government notifica-
tion and the devolution of pow-
ers was based on his few pillars
of governance viz 1] of "wise"
men among bureaucrats, con-
sisting of the brightest, the
most effective but unfortunately

s from Karachi -

the most crooked, 2] of
financial experts, consisting
again of the best and the bright-
est with an inherent knowledge
of ways and means of milking
the coffers of the State, 3) of a
core of classmates from Petaro
Public School, of varying talent
and professional expertise but
who were dedicated in blind
loyalty to their mentor, 4) of
opportunistic friends Eﬂciall?r
well-met, again of varying tal-
ent and business expertise, on
the make in the same manner
that they exploited previous
rulers by pandering to their re-
spective eigr::-s and greed, 5) of
landlord friends and relations
using this opportunity as has
been done in every previous
regime to further their selfish

" interests, and 6) of social and

business acquaintances abroad,
who homed into Pakistan like
bees to honey, helping in
mentin% money for Zardari and
themselves through a myriad
number of schemes even as they
structured dummy corpora-
tions. off-shore companies,
front investment funds, real-es-
tate acquisitions, etc., for their
newly-discovered friend and
mentor.

The Zardari influence per-
vaded into every sphere of gov-
ernment and cross-controlled
even those who were essentially
the Benazir's appointees ini-
tially, these eventually fell into
line as they discovered who ex-
ercised real power. As an inno-
vation dedicated to acquiring
total control over the industrial
life of the State the innocuous
discipline of Environmental
Pakistan was brilliant, one
more device in the pyramidical
structure run by Zardari
through his handful of pocket
tyrants dedicated to the flow of
power downwards in order to
maintain a constant flow of
cash upwards.

While Zardari's monarchi-
cal rule cannot be easily repli-
cated, mainly because it is difli-

cult to assemble in this day and
age such a vast array of rascals
dedicated to tlre single prime
purpose of pondering to their
mentor and the secondary con-
sideration of their own greed
there will always be elements in
i'rll]i{ succeeding regimes who

be tempted by the precedent
of the enormous wealth accu-
mulated illegally and mode
thereof as a gnnd enough incen-
tive for misdemeanours them-
selves, all at under a holier-
than-thou cover. The imperfect
confluence between politics and
competence allows such com-
promises to recur, with severe
loss to the nation. Unless the
elected leader grows out of his

inner circle and opts for pro- ,

fessional excellence, competent
people who will react to situa-
tions as necessary and purely
on merit, the situation will go

from bad to worse.
The reason for Mian Nawaz

Sharif's lirst departure lrom
the PM's office is generally said
to be his confrontation with the
then President, the fact remains
that some of his close aides had
alienated a fair number of his
political colleagues by
confining debate about deci-
sion-making to a tight inner
circle who were Johnny-corme-
latelies to Pakistan Muslim
League (PML) and had no elected
basis. In the ultimate analysis,
a large number of MNAs/MPAs
defected to the "dark side" and
could very well do so again four
ears later if they are again
ept at arm's length. One hopes
that the PM, whose sincerity
and patriotism cannot be
doubted. will heed the lessons
learnt from the previous
episode and not become a cap-
tive of his own "kitchen cabi-
net”. Rasputins have a bad habit
of -Erﬂgrgin%l from kitchen cabi-
nets, as history will attest
Rasputins also have a bad (and
recurring) habit of bringing
Tsars down. While no govern-
ment can do without pocket
tyrants, the executive head of
overnment would do well to
eep them confined to his
pocket. We cannot afford Mian
Nawaz Sharif being brought
down again for actions other
than his own.
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EN mother-of-six Da-

ng Gaiyang learned her

youngest daughter-in-
law was pregnant with a second
child, she urged her to have an
abortion. _

"I wanted her to do away
with the birth so she could
qualify for a loan from
Programme Happiness.," 64-
year-old Dang explains.

. The programme grants low-
nterest loans to poor rural

BT'S _Willitfg_:‘]:_qh P?;qr;rqt

: case, yoting couple
received a calf rather than cash.
Wu Chunmei, the official in
charge of the scheme in Dali
county, Shaanxi province, says
they prefer to give something
uscfl.lrrathﬁ' than cash that can
be squandered.

e aim of the programme is
to reduce y and curb
ulation growth in the world's
most populous country, which
has more than 1.2 billion
mouths to feed and which has
long encouraged only one child

couple.

Shen Guoxiang, secretary-
general of the programme's na-
tional organising committee,
says they are helping rural
mothers to escape poverty, illit-
eracy and iliness.

There are about 10" million
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Isn't it strange how words,
just like fashion, can become
the rage? Remember the late

seventies. The word "Disco™
went beyond the realm of the
dance floor and was used to de-
scribe anything fancy or out of
the ordinary. Suddenly we be-
came familiar with disco
clothes, looking disco, and, in
fact, one member of parliament
was even referred to as the
Disco MP. Then the eighties saw
the advent of the word "Pizza."
We began having Fizza Palace,
Pizza Castle, Pizza Heaven, and

hordes of eating joints which

served anythin% and everything
under the sun, but real pizza.
Nowadays the trend includes
words such as "Exclusive,”
which is a story all on its own,
and "Boutique,” which is used to
describe any run-of-the-mill
tailoring shop and which actu-
ally means that the clothes are
100 per cent more expensive
than their value. Let us not for-

Anti-poverty Scheme Aims for Small-family Happiness

People powers
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*)Although India will not overtake China in the next 25 years, it
will add 337m people compared with China’s 207Vm

mothers among the estimated

65 million Chinese who live be-
low the official poverty line,

with a per capita annual in-
come ol no more than 500 yuan
in rural areas. according to Liu

Source: US Dept. of Commerce

Concerned both about poverty and over-population, China has come up with a scheme that
helps and rewards poor mothers who practise family planning. A Gemini News Se;*vwe
correspondent Xiong Lei reports from Beijing on Programme Happiness.

Hanbin, organising committee
vice-chairman.

"These mothers are pillars of
the impoverished families. who
shewutlder the heaviest burdens
aryd ‘suffer-the most i the fam-
ily." he says. They are often un-
~ducated and have health/prob-
lems.

“A family's poverty may not
be attributed to the mother, but
the mother's living quality cer-
tainly determines that of the
family," he points out. .

"Mothers hold the key to
bringing impoverished families
to prosperity. so long as we
manage to help them become
well-off, educated and healthy.”

Because money is limited,
Shen says. priority is given to
the neediest mothers who have
practised planned parenthood.

A total of 22 counties in 12
provinces have been selected as
pilot projects. They are required
to match the programmes
allocation with their own
Granls.

"Many (local} officials have

been so intrigued by our ap-
proach of combining anti-
Fmr:rl},r and family planning ef-
orts that they increase their
grants. he says. g
e Bhangs ¥igang: - head cwof
Puding c¢ounty in Guizhou
provinee, says the local author-
ities are using all poverty-relief
money in the name of
Programme Happiness because
"its focus on poor mothers' well-
being conforms to the reality of
poverty-stricken areas.”

The programme's 100,000
yuan allocation for the county
is a small sum, he says, "but it
represents the correct orienta-
tion and solution we have been
groping for."

Nationally, 17,000
mothers have received
gramme loans.

While Dang Gaiyang of Dali
is tending the call granted to
her youngest daughter-in-law,
beneficiary mothers elsewhere
plant fruit trees, improve the

poor
pro-

soil to increase production, buy |
and raise pigs. milk cows, sheep |

or chickens, or start small
food-processing businesses
with the loans.

They are expected to repay
loams with interest in one to:
tbree years when they are better
off. Shen estimates that 70 per
cent of the mothers will be abie
to repay the loans.

To back up the projects, agri-
cultural technicians or veteri-
narians are contracted to pro-
vide technical guidance for the
mothers. Local organisers are
also responsible for providing
materials and marketing exper-
tise.

In Xuanhan county, Sichuan
province, mothers send milk
fromm cows bought with pro-
gramme loans to dairy-process-
ing plants. Luo Ying, a village
mother of a four-year-old boy.
says she earned more than
2,000 guan from her dairy cow
in 1996.

"l learmed how to build a
cowshed and tend the cow from
the vet from the county town,
and Programme Happiness ol-
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24th April
(All programmes are in local
time. There may be changes in
the programmes)

3:00 Opening Announcement Al-
Quran, Programme Summary
3:10 News in 3:15 Re-
lelecast of pr

from TV Archive 4:00 “4'51
Bangla 4:15 TV Couching 4:
Carton: Shazzam 5:25 National
Television School Debate 6:30
Sor Goal 6:50 Religion and Life
7:00 The News T7:25 Sandha
Malatee 8:00 News in Bangla
8:25 Arabian Nights 9:00 Pack-

ngamn'lﬂ:llﬂhaunm
10:25 Switch 11:30 News in
Bangla 11:35 Friday's pro-

gramme summary 11:40 Close
down

6:00am BBC World News 6:30
Time Out: Holiday 7:00 BBC
World News inc World Business
Report/Asia Today /24 Hours
10:00 BBC World News 10:30
World Focus: The Money Pro-
11:00 BBC Newsdesk
2:00noon BBC Newsdesk 12:30
Hard Talkk 1:00 BBC World
News 1:30 World Focus: The

-_ Hu'q?mg'm 700
BBC World News 7:15 World
Report 7:30 BBC
Asia

wuxt:aacw

The Clothes :
World Today 12:00 The World
Today 12:30 Hard Tak 1
BBC World News 1:30 World Fo-
cus. Panorama 2:00 BBC Word
News 2230 Time Out: Tomor-
row's World 3:00 BBC Newsdesk
nc World Business Report & 24
hw 4:00 BBC Newsdesk inc. Asia
Today & World Business Report
5:00 BBC World News 5:10
Newsrugnt

-(Hindi) 8:00 Awaz 8:30 Ty Tu

CHANNELYV

6:00am Launchpad VJ Samira

7:00 Rewind VJ Sophiya 8:00
Frame By Frame 11:00 The
Vibe VJ Luke 12:00noon Rewind

VJ iya 1:00 By Demand VJ
Trey 2:00 Frame by Frame 2:30

First Day First Show
m?ﬂ. Oye 4:0’0 Planet Ruby

4:30 Big Bang VJ Alessandra
E:Ilgr;'ﬂa.:hd Vi ya 7:00
By VJ Trey 8:00 The
Vibe 9:00 Videocon Flashback
9:30 Top of the Pops 10:00 Lib-
erty First Day First Show 10:30
Malibu Jammin 11:00 Over The

Edge 1!1:ﬂﬂmn Rewind V)
Sophiya 1:00 Haysah 2:00 By

Demand VJ Trey 3:00 Big Bang
VJ Alessandra 4:30 BPL Oye

5:30 Jump Start VJ Alessandra

STAR PLUS

630am Ninaad 7:30 Good Mom-
ing India 9:30 Aerobics Oz Style
10:00 Mollie Katzen's Cooking
Show 10:30 Behind The Scenes
Dantes Peak 11:00 Charles In
c 11:30 The Oprah Win-
'irﬂ;o 12:30 Picket Fences
1:30 Santa Barbara 2:30 The
Boid & The Beautiful 3:00
Tehkikaat 3:30 Vasanthahabba
4:00 Banjara Guest House 4:30
Lost in Space 5:30 New Adven-
tures Of Biack Beauty 6:00pm
Charles in Charge 6:30 Mollie
Katzen's Cooking Show 7:00
Maneka's Ark 7:30 Star News

Heart Condition 15
mﬂ 9:30 US Top

Main Main 9:00 Ghutan 9:30
Star News 10:00 Are You Being
Served? 10:30 Baywatch 11:30
The Bold & The Beautiful
12:00mn Santa Barbara 1:00
Star News 1:30 Space: Above
And Beyond 2:30 Mystery
Movie: Halifax FP 4:30 The
Oprah Winfrey Show 5:30 Barn-
aby Jones

STAR SPORTS

6:30am |International Motor-

sports News 7:30 ICC Trophy

1997 2nd Semi Final 1:30 Mida

Cup 3:00 Watersports World 4:00
Omega Tour 1997 The DFS
Galleria Guam Open Hits 5:00
World Wrestling Federation Raw
6:00pm Spanish F'ball League
7:00 ICC gmphy 1997 31'!1?41!1
Place Off 12:30 Spamish F'ball

League 1:00 US PGA Tour 1997
MCI| Classic Day 3 3:00 World
Wresﬂ;? Federation Maw 4:00
Trans World Sport 5:00 Omega
Tour 1997 The DFS Galleria
Guam Open Hits

STAR MOVIES

7:30am Adventure - High Lone-
some 12 (Arabic Subtities) 9:30

Classic : Flying Deuces PG
(Arabic 5?11:39 Family
Dominick And Eugene 15 (Hindi

Subtities) 1:30 Film Club : Thank
You Jack 12 (Hindi Subtities)
3:30 Action - The Glass Shiled
15 5:30 Family ' The Water Ba-
bies PG (Hindi Subtitles) 7:30

Highlights

BBC Coverage of

the UK Election

On Thursday 1 May, BBC
World will bring viewers in 174
countries and territories around
the world special coverage with
an international perspective In
UK Election '97. programme
will go out between 21:00 GMT
(22:00 BST) and 03:.00 GMT
(04:00 BST), combining election
results, analysis and interna-
tional news.

Tim Sebastian, the presen-
ter of BBC Newsdesk, will be
joined by a range of intemational
commentators and by BBC
World correspondents at West-
minster, led by Philippa Thomas.
The leading political commenta-
tor Ivor Crewe, will also be at
hand to explain key results for
an intemational audience

UK Election '97 will draw on
the best of the BBC's domestic

Ewera g for the UK — including
F:l

eter Snow's legendary graph-

ics and Jeremy Paxman's hard-
hitting interviews with top politi-
cians.

BBC World has been carry-
ing special reports from the mo-
ment the date of the election
was announced, gradually build-
ing up to the last week of the
campaign. The channel's evening
strand programme, The World
Today, carries a weekly round-
up of developments each Friday,
presented by Philippa Thomas.
BBC World will also carry spe-
cial coverage from Downing
Street and Buckingham Palace
on Friday, 2 May.

*We will interpret the results
and their possible implications
and parallels in other countries
and seek reaction from the capi-
tals of the world,” said Lucian
Hudson, Editor of UK Election
a7

The run-up to the election
coincides with the Brtain Today
season on BBC World, reflecting
politics and life in the United

Kangdom.

Ten 10:00 Romance: No Gerater
Love 15 12:00 Best Of The

Boogeymen : Pumpkinhead Il —
Bloodwings 18 2:00 Action - One
Man Army 18 4:00 World Cin-
ema ; Limporant C'est Daimer
18 (English Subtitles) 5:30 Fam-

ily - Chnisimas Comes To Willow
Creek PG

ZEE TV

6:00 Jagran 6:30 ZED 7.00 ZED
7:30 Adamiya Pradhan Mantr
8:00 News 8:30 Ru-Ba-Ru 9:00
Disney Hour 10:00 Gaane An-
jaane 10:30 Jhatpat Khana 11:00
Andaz 11:30 Zmbo 12:00 Khana
Khazana 12:30 Mast Mast Hai
Zindag 1:00 Aakanksha 1:30
Silsila 2:00 Hum Paanch 2:30
Tara 3:00 Raahat 3:30 Low Cal
Show 4:00 Campus 4:30 Suhana
Safar 5:00 Chanakya 6:00 Filmi
Deewane 6:30 Disney Hour 7:30
Raahat 8:00 Gaane Anjaane
8:30 Chutki Baja Ke 9:00 Yeh
Kahan Aa Gaye Hum 9:30 Das-
taan 10:00 Vakaalat 10:30

News 11:00 Umeed 11:30 Nirma
Hum Paanch 12:00 Action Hindi
Feature Film: Jugnu (Dharm-
endra, Hema Malini) 12:30
Daraar 1:00 Ek Aur Mahabharat
1:30 Raahat 2:00 Hanste Khelte
2:30 TMM 4:00 Tara 4:30
Casper Kya Scene Hai 5:00
Surtal 5:30 Suno Bhai Sadho

EL TV

12:30 Hindi Feature Film 2:00
Akhri Dac 2:30 Kal Bhi Aaj Bhi
3:00 Siyaram Kamal Kombina-
tion 3:30 Cine Smyle 4:00 HFF
(B/W) 7:00 Music Capsules 7:30
Stand By 7:40 Music Capsules
8:30 Haseen Pal B:40 Brigadier
Balwant Bhawan 9:00 Abhinetri
9:30 V3+ 10:00 HFF 1:00 Parag
No. 1 1:30 Zandu Balm Dance
Mania 2:00 Guarati Band 3:00
Aakhri Dac 3:30 Amar Prem
4:00 Dard 4:30 ZED 5:00 HFF
5:10 Haseen Pal 6:00 Shad-
antra 6:30 Liberty Public
Demand 7:30 Anuraag 8:00
Jaguar It's My Choice 8:30

=

Stand-By 8:45 HFF

8:00 am Tilawat Aur Tarjuma/
Hamd/Naat 8:20 Cartoon 8:30
Khabrain 8:45 Cut Piece 9:20

and Roshni 9:45 Phool
Chandi 10:05 Sona Chandi
(Drama Serial) 10:30 Buttons
and Rustys (Eng Film) 10:55 Mill Sa
Naghma 11:00 Khabrain 11:10
Aabshaar (Music Programme)
11:55 Tele Play (Drama Serial)
12:45 pm Qawaali 12:55 Quran-
e-Hakeem and Bismillah 1:15

ficers have also designated an
area of lush grass for us benefi-
ciary mothers to get the feed
from,"” she says.

Her name is inscribed on a |

Elate fixed on the door of her

ouse, indi¢ating that she is the

recipient -of a special rloan.
"This is our way to promote the
programme and planned par-
enthood." says Li Ping, director
of the Family Planning
Commission of Xuanhan
county and chief organiser of
the local programme. "These
plates also help lift the women's
status in the rural community.”

Doctors are sent to give
physical check-ups and treat-
ment {o beneficiary mothers.
Night schools have also been set
up for them,

Li Yong'e, a 42-year-old
mother of two in Laochang vil-
lage, Human province, is full of
gratitude for the programimne.

She was bedridden for years
with a uterus illness, and the
family was destitute,

"Programme Happiness has
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get the 'be all and end all’ of ev-
eryone's lives— BUSINESS. We
say accounting business, ship-
ping business, and garments
business to let everyone know
that we are not struggling. The
omission of this word implies
that we are not doing too well.
And since no one will ever ad-
mit they are not doing well,
business it is. When describing
others, the word "Smart” in-
variably comes up. It means the
person speaks English and
wears expensive clothes with
matching shoes and bags.
Brains has nothing to do with
the description.

So how do some words be-
come so fashionable? It proba-
bly has something to do with
the fact that some of them
sound catchy to start with. But
many people feel that by using
words like "pizza' that everyone
else seems to be using, they are
with the tirnes and being trendy
beyond belief.

brought hope to my life,” says
Li. Now restored to health, Li
has planted 300 pear and 60
kiwi-fruit trees with the loan,
and is learning to read and
write at night school.

"The programme is a real
help to us needy mothers,” she
says. "With our illness, illiter-
acy and poverty eliminated, we
can become self-reliant.”

The scheme is helping

c h_ﬂl.":,r%ﬁ: attitudes, top.

flagers used to 16qK ddwn
ori thosé without sbris’and usu-

~ally blamed the womnien: for fail-

ing to give birth to male off-
spring,” Li says. "You seldom
hear that kind of gossip now.
The villagers envy those who
are eligible for Programime
Happiness loans and regret not
having practised planned par-
enthood.’

Dang Gaiyang beams when
talking about her improved life.

"I have borne six sons, but I
still remained poor for many
years,” she says. "It's not neces-
sarily true that you'll become
wealthy if you have many chil-
dren. That's why | persuaded my
daughter-in-law to apply for the
Happiness loan rather than
having a son.”

The writer is Cultural Editcr
of the Beijing news-feature sei-
vice, China Features.

Mugaddar (Drama Serial) 2:00
Putjhar (Drama Serial) 2:45
Perspective and Health Forum
3:40 Taleemi Maloomat 4:35
Ayrat Aur Qanoon 5:05 Home
Economics 5:25 Humaray Saath
5:55 Vama (Drama Serial) 6:25
Aiou Courses 7:05 Mugabil Hai
Aaina 7:20 Ainaik Wala Jinn 7:45
English News 8:05 Jawaan
ngeet 8:45 Eendhan (Drama
Serial) 9:00 Break for Headline
News 10:00 Khabamama and
Commercial News 10:35 Mast

Close down

8:30 am Yaadon Ki Baarat 9:00
The Three Stooges 9:30 Dennis
The Menace 10:00 | Dream Of
Jeannie 10:30 Bewitched 11:00
Taak Jhanak 11:30 Gaane Jane
Mane 12:00 Ghav 12:30 pm
Premier (Serial) 1:00 Boogie
Woogie (Serial) 1:30 The Young
And The Restless 2:30 Cine
Matinee-Hindi Feature Film 5:30

Barat 7:00 | Dream of Jeannie
7:30 Bewitched 8:00 Surf-Wheel
Of Fortune (Game Show) 8:30 5
Star Xpressit 9:00 Siddhi
(Serial) 9:30 Mahayaga 10:00
Aahat 10:30 Janee Kaha Mera
Jigar Gaya Ji (Serial) 11:00 The
Young And The Restless 12:00
Yeh Sadi Nahi Ho Sakti {Serial)
12:30 Bindas Bol 1:30 Surf-Wheel
Ot Fourtune (Game Show) 2:00

Music 11:00 Dance 11:30 Parlia-
ment Hour 12:30 Monorama
Cabin 1:00 Janmabhumi (Serial)
1:30 Trnishna (Sernial) 2:00 Clas-
sical Music 2:30 Surja Sunnan
3:00 Ghum Nai (Serial) 3:30
Tanaporan (Serial) 5:30 News
6:00 Aparajito/Pallikatha 6:30
Mone Rekho More Gaane 7:00
Darsaker Darbare 7:30 Bangla
Sambad 8:00 Salbone Katha

Mast Sanyo 11:15 Urdu Feature
Film and Khas Khas Khabrir/

The Three Stooges 6:00 Dennis
the Menace 6:30 Yadon Ki

10:30 Janmadin 10:35 Classical

Premier 2:30 Closed (Serial) 8:30 Chetana (Serial)
9:00 Janmabhumi (Serial) 9:30
Monorama Cabin (Senal) 10:00
DD 7 Bengali Movie Club Film Show
1:00 Closed
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by Jim Davis

WHEN I HAVE A BAD
DAY EVERYBODPY
HAS A BAD DAw

— XS,
H’?

/T INTO

SPASM
IT FINALLY

PTING
IRCUITRY
AND CONVULSING
ERKY

BEFORE

SUBS/DES.
MOTIONLESS
IN THE WATER'

NOT QUITE
A BULL'S - EYE -
BUTIT'LL DO!




