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By Govinda Shil

The Department ol Narcotics
Control (DNC) will launch a
motivational campaign to con-
tain the ever increasing prob-
lem of drug smuggling and drug
abuse, official sources said.

Former drug addicts who are
now leading normal life will act
as advisers in the campailgn
which will include TV films and
other motivational pro-
grammes through the media fo
cus on drug abuse. NGOs will
also be involved in the cam-
paign, the sources said adding
that shortage of manpower and
funds were hindering DNC's ef-
forts to control drug abuse in

the country. A total of 450 out ot

1274 posts in the DNC are new
vacant, they added.

The Department's patrol
works and other operational
activities were being hampered
due to shortage ol manpower
and other logistic support, a se-
nior official of the DNC said.
The DNC head office has nn‘!ly
four vehicles which is too inad-
equate for its operational ac-
tivities, he said.

"We contribute about 25
crore to the national exchequer
per year, but we are given only
six to seven crore taka." he said.

He said that huge amounts of
narcotics were being smuggled
into the country which could
not be recovered due to the poor
logistic facilities, he said a na-
tional survey should be con-
ducted to ascertain the severity
of the problem.

A recent sample survey in
the Dhaka, Chittagong and Ra-
jshahi metropolitan areas re-
vealed that the highest rate of
drug abuse was among the
transport workers, followed by
unemployed youths and sex
workers.

According to figures avail-
able from the DNC, law-enforc-
ing agencies seized 6.672 kgs of
ganja, opium, heroin, cocaine,
charash and bakhar in the last
three years when 9,338 drug-
rElHtE{T cases were filed. Some
67.690 litres of liquid narcotics
like liquor. phensidyl, tari, za-
utpra and home-made wine were
seized in 1996 compared to
82,353 litres in 1995.

Police filed a total of 3.004
drug-related cases in 1996 com-
pared to 2,812 in 1995, showing
a rise of 6.82 per cent. They filed
559 cases in the first two
months of 1997, according to
the DNC figures.

Opposing
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right. "But we do not need to go
for unity with those who had
opposed the country's war ol
liberation in 1971," he said, ar-
guing that such moves woulid
isolate the party from thou-
sands of people who dislike
both the AL and the Jamaal on
separate grounds.

While struggling against the
‘autocratic practices’ of the
Awami League, we should
rather try to win the hearts of
the "secular nationalist forces,”
who dislike Awami League for
its ‘Inherent intolerance to its
political opponents.,’ and the
parties like Jamaat-e-Islami
that betrayed our national
cause in 1971, the BNP leader
said.

"Besides, the Jamaat is not a
dependable friend, because the

arty is destined to seek AL
riendship due to its misdeeds
during our liberation war and
this has been proved more than
once over the last couples of
years,” another leader of the
BNP's left camp noted.

This section of the BNP lead-
ership is also of the opinion
that the party should ‘go slow’
in taking to the streets.

On the other hand, the BNP
leaders with rightwing political
background assert that the
party should now go for unity
with all the anti-Awami League
forces, irrespective of their po-
litical past.

"We need to organise all the
anti-Awami League forces to
free the people from the
clutches of the AL.” a BNP
leader known as a top brass of
its right wing camp. said, argu-
ing that the division of the peo-
ple on the pro-liberation and
anti-liberation lines would
eventually benefit the Awami

League.

Revised quota
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into effect fromn March 26 last.

The rates of other quotas
are: 45 per cent on merit for
class | and class 1l posts, 10 per
cent for women, 5 per cent for
tribals and 10 per cent for gen-
eral candidates of districts.

For the posts of class Il and
IV. 10 per cent for orphanage
residents and disables, 15 per
cent for women, 5 per cent for
tribals, 10 per cent for Ansar
and village defence party mem-
bers and the rest 30 per cent for
the general candidates of dis-

BTV body
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cial handout yesterday.

Other committee members
are: Mostafa Monwar, Syed
Siddique Hossain, Atiqul Haq
Chowdhury, BTV's Director
General and Dy Director Gen-
eral Programme.

The committee will make
recommendations to improve
the quality of programmes and
determine the acceptability of
dramas telecast by BTV,

It will also determine the
total monthly duration of
package programmes, supervise
the audition test of new artists
and discharge other responsi-

bilities to be given from time to -

time.

Meanwhile, another three-
member committee with Prof
Kabir Chowdhury as chairman
was formed by the government
to take tests for selecting new
newscasters for BTV.

The high-level committee
includes Prof Mustafa Nurul
Islam as member and BTV Di-

rector General as member-sec-
retary.

ideologies

Making an oblique reference
to the ‘official’ party lead-
ership's alleged soft-corner to-
wards the left leaning parties,
another right wing BNP leader
said, "The Left Democratlic
Front has no political base. Be-
sides, the Front has time and
again displayed its weakness to
the Awami League."

The Left Front had turned
down the invitation to attend
the solidarity conference be-
cause of Jamaat's participation
in 1t.

This right-wing section of
the BNP leadership is also of
the view that the party should
immediately launch an allout
movement against the govern-
ment.

4 killed in city

By Staff Correspondent

Unnatural deaths of three
women were reported from dif-
ferent parts of the city yester-
day.

lrPnlss.--':r, a young man, stabbed
on Monday night, died yester-
day at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

Of the three women, one aged
about 40 died at Ramna Park in
the city.

The unidentified woman
suddenly collapsed in the park
during her morning walk at
about 7:30 am. She was imme-
diately taken to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH)] where the doctors de-
clared her dead. The body was
kept in the DMCH morgue till
last night.

Another housewife suc-
cumbed to her head wounds at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH)] early yester-
day.

The victim was identified as
Khodeza Begum, 45, wife of
Mirza Ali Sarker of Rayerbagh
in Demra thana. She was found
unconscious at her neighbour's
house the previous day.

In another incident, a
housewife allegedly committed
suicide by hanging.

She was identified as
Reshma, 25, wife of one Masud
Rana. Lalbagh police recovered
her body from the staircase of a
six-storey building at Azimpur
Colony in the city.

Masud, a rickshaw me-
chanic who resides in a shanty
at Dhanmandi. said his wife
had been missing since Monday
night when she went to buy
medicine.

The young man identified as
Md Ali Bhuiyan alias Babu, 28,
was stabbed and assaulted by a
gang of terrorists in Syedabad
area on Monday night.

The gang of about six mis-
creants attacked him on Jana-
pad road near Syedabad bus
terminal. Babu, a resident ol
Syedabad area, succumbed to
his wounds early in the morn-
ing, police and hospital sources
said.

Police arrested one Kazi
Alauddin in this connection.

PCJSS
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failed to workout the venue of
talks.

In earlier talks, disagree-
ment between the two sides per-
sisted on the key issues of ex-
pelling non-tribal settlers from
the three hill districts, with-
drawal of armed forces, land
rights to the tribespeople and
EI.I'!I autonomous regional coun-
cil.
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SIRAJGANJ, Apr 22; At least
10 persons were injured when
the activists of BCL and JCD
clashed here this afternoon, re-
ports UNB.

Police picked up four ac-
tivists for their involvement in
the clash.

Witnesses said the clash be-
tween the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) and the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) be-
gan at about 9:30 am in a sequel
to a trouble over enjoying a
movie at local Moushami Cin-
ema Hall three days back.

Sources said JCD leader
Shamim was beaten up by some
BCL activists on Sunday.

Since then, activists of both
the organisations had engaged
in sporadic clashes in Sirajganj
town's Mahmudpur and Sayad-
hangara mahallas.

Ctg JCD leader
held with pistol

CHITTAGONG, Apr 22: Police
arrested a Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal leader along with a

istol, loaded with two bullets,
rom Ambagan in the port city
last night, reports UNB.

On-duty police of Double-
mooring thana halted city JCD
vice president and former VP of
Pahartalli College Students
Union, Shafiqul Islam Swapan,
while he was returning home by
a motorbike about 30 minutes
past midnight.

During a search, police
found the pistol and bullets
from Swapan's possession. He
was sent to jail when produced
before the CMM Court today.

Police said Swapan was
wanted in several cases, includ-
ing the murder of a fire brigade
worker and a retired assistant
super of police.

20 1njured 1n
N’ganj clashes

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 22: At
least 20 people were injured,
two of them with bulletl, in two
separate incidents of violence
here today, witnesses said.

The two parsons were hit
with bullet in a gunfight be-
tween two groups of gamblers
over share of money during
gambling at West Talla under
Fatulla thana. Three others
were injured during the fight as
the gamblers also exploded
cocktails.

Bullet-hit Abul Hussain, 22,
and Helal, 23, were admitted to

In another incident, rival
gangs, one from Paikpara and
the other from Noapara under
Narayanganj thana, clashed
over taking bath at a canal at
Noapara. Four persons were
stabbed and 11 others received
minor injuries during the clash
as the miscreants used lethal
weapons.

Masum, 18, Rama, 15, Kalu,
17, and Habib, 18, were taken to
Narayanganj Hospital with
stab injuries.

When contacted, police said
none was arrested and no case
was lodged in connection with
the incidents.

Jalalabad Day

observed

CHITTAGONG, Apr 22: Glow-
ing tributes were paid to the leg-
endary hero of the anti-Britis
movement Masterda Surja Sen
and his comrades in observance
of the historic 'Jalalabad Day’
today, reports BSS.

On this day, Masterda and
his companions fought the
British soldiers in Jalalabad
hill where the troops swooped
down on them.

To mark the day, different
organisations garlanded the
statue of Surja Sen at the JM
Sen Hall and held discussions.

Chittagong city chapter of
Awami League held a discussion
at its Darool Fazal Market of-
fice with its vice-president Dr
Sayedur Rahman in the chair.

Awami League leaders Kazi
Enamul Haq Danu, Mohammad
Khalequzzaman, Badiul Alam,
Belayet Hossain, SK Chowd-
hury, and Iftekhar Saimun
Chowdhury participated in the
discussion.

SAARC summit
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tion for the welfare ol more
than one billion people in the
region, besides adopting
SAPTA, an arrangement liber-
alising trade among the mem-
ber countries.

The forum, grouping
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka, had also adopted
convention on curbing drug
abuse and child trafficking as
well as action programmes for
the welfare of women and chil-
dren.

The three-day summit will
be preceded by a meeting of the
Council of Ministers to finalise
the agenda of the summit.

Foreign Secretaries and se-
nior officials of seven member
countries will hold meetings in
Male in the first week of May to
prepare the programmes of the
conference which will review
progress of the 13-year-old as-
sociation and endorse new
course of action.

- Narayanganj Hospital.

b !

DHAKA

Hdstess

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 1997

Keeps food warm in 3 heat

resistant glass dishes

T El ben 1 Bl
Offical licensee of Philips
for lighting products, radio and TV sets
Dhalex 8153069, 8196259, 889993
Ctg : 716353 723578, Kiwdna : 7X0304, Bogra: 6215

Blectromcs NV,

-"!5:5:1:-?:' R

e =

A veritable death trap on the footpath along the road in
front of the DB office at Malibag in the city. — Star photo

'Govt to make country
basket case again'

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan said the
present government was going
to make the country a "basket
case" again by destroying its
economy, reports UNB.

"ESCAP has admitted that
the economy was stronger dur-
ing the BNP period,” he said
while exchanging views with
the party leaders of Patuakhali
district at the BNP office in the
city yesterday.

Bhuiyan alleged that the
government in its 10-month
rule had reduced the economy to
a "skeleton" allowing Indian
"marwari” businessmen to loot
thousands of crores of taka
from share market.

"Now it is allowing them to
loot hides of sacrificial ani-
mals worth Tk 500 crore," he
said.

He alleged that the govern-

Accident kills one

Rail link disrupted
for 6 hrs in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 22: A
tempo collided with a railway
engine at Ispahani level cross-

_ing under Pahartoli thana this

afternoon leaving its driver
killed and three passengers in-
jured.

The driver was identified as
Jalal Ahmed, 35.

Railway police said the
shunting engine hit the tempo
at around 1:30 pm while it was
crossing the railway lines.

Angered by the accident, a
mob put barricade on the lines
disrupting rail communica-
tions for six hours until 7:30
pm, police said.

The train movement re-
sumed after the mob lifted the
barricade following a meeting
between the railway authorities
and local leaders.

20 shops gutted
in Nabiganj

HABIGANJ, Apr 22: A devas-
tating fire burnt down some 20
shops at the thana Sadar bazar
of Nabiganj in the district early
loday, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the blaze,
originating from a grocery at
5:30 am, raged through other
shops and eﬁ’““ed goods worth
an estimated Tk 1.5 crore.

Firefighters from district
headquarters and Moulvibazar
rushed to the spot and extin-

ished the flame after a two-

our combat. :

ment this year did not provide
bank loans for local business-
men to procure hides. As a re-
sult, they suffered loss while
"marwaris’ took the advantage.

The BNP Secretary General
also accused the government of
destroying industry and agri-
culture and creating miseries to
the common people.

He said the present "auto-
cratic and subservient” gov-
ernment was trying to cling to
power by means of repressive
measures and curbing press
freedom to gag people's voice.

Bhuiyan reiterated the de-
mand for resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner,
saying that greater movement
will be launched if he does not
quit.

~ Party's Joint Secretary Gen-
eral Haris Chowdhury. leaders
Shahjahan Omar, Air Vice
Marshal (Retd) Altaf Hossain
Chowdhury, Shahadat Hossain,
M A Rab Mia, Montu Chowd-
hury, Sohel Baten, and Mofaz-
zal Ali Khan Dulal were present
among others.

Pak govtwon't

fund film on
Jinnah

KARACHI, Apr 22: The Pak-
istan government has with-
drawn promised funding worth
around 1.5 million dollar for a
film on the life of the country's
founder Mohammad Ali Jin-
nah, a minister said today.

"We feel that government
should not be involved in the
business of the film-making."
advisor for information
Mushahid Hussain told AFP,
explaining the government's
decision.

Hussain said the decision

was taken after he met with the
movie's producer Akbar S

Ahmed, who plans to release
the film on August 14, Pak-
istan's Independence Day.

"We reached a consensus that
it would be in the interest of
credibility of the film that the
government not fund the
movie."

"Any funds that are required
for the completion of the movie
would be generated from private
contributions and donations,”
he said.

The film has been criticised
by a section of the Pakistani
media which objected to its
script and to selection of Hol-
lywood star Christopher Lee
best known for his "Dracula”
role to play Jinnah.

‘eral cooper

ALGIERS,

Apr 22: An armed
group massacred 93 villagers

including women and children,
early today. in the bloodiest
such attack since the start of an
Islamic insurgency five years
a%o. authorities said, reports
AP.

Security forces announced
without comment the death toll
in the pre-dawn massacre in the
village of Haouch Mokfi, near
Bougara, about 20 kilometers
south of Algiers.

Members of a family who
fled the area described the heav-
ily armed group as Islamic

erillas. They said the group
ggan killing villagers because
they refused to "collaborate.”

Armed groups depend for
their survival on the aid of
simple citizens who provide
food, money and other necessi-
ties.

"We have no more to give.
They've already taken every-
thing," said one member of the
family which arrived in the
capital, He and his kin spoke on
condition of anonymity.

No further details were im-

mediately available.
Village massacres around
Algiers have become a preva-

lent form of violence since the
start of the insurgency.

The Haouch Mokfi massacre
was the hig%;:eat single mass
killing since the birth of the in-
surgency after the army can-
celled January 1992 legislative
elections to thwart a victory by
an Islamic fundamentalist

arty. At least 60,000 people

ave been killed in the conflict
between security forces and
militants.

President Liamine Zeroual
has scheduled the first legisla-
tive vote since then for June 5.

JP rebel leaders
discuss action
plan today

By Staff Correspondent

The three rebel leaders of
Jatiya Party will sit today at
the residence of Mizanur Rah-
man Chowdhury to discuss
their next course of action if the
expulsion of Kazi Zafar Ahmed
is not withdrawn, sources con-
cerned said.

JP chief H M Ershad held a
meeting with party Secretary
General Anwar Hossain Manju
and Naziur Rahman Manju last
night at the residence of Naziur
Rahman.

The meeting was held as the
11 mid-ranking party leaders
mediating for a solution to the
present crisis were reportedly
told by the rebels that they
would not meet Ershad unless
Zafar's expulsion was with-
drawn. The outcome of the
meeting could not be known.

Shah Moazzam Hossain,
spokesman for the three rebel
leaders, when contacted, said
that they would meet Ershad
only after the expulsion of Kazi

ar was withdrawn.

Hailstorm
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from Sherpur: Hailstorm ac-
companied with gusty wind
lashed Sherpur town and its ad-
joining areas yesterday after-
noon affecting standing Boro
Crops.

The hailstorm, starting at
about 5 pm, lasted for about 15
minutes whitening the area.

District agriculture officer
Kazi Ataul Haq told The Daily
Star that at least five per cent
Boro crop was damaged by the
hailstorm.

Strong JEC
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each other in the fields of agri-
culture, communications and
industrial sector, she told the
Thai Deputy Foreign Minister.
The Thai minister said
Bangladesh and Thailand could
share their experiences in the
field of textiles, electronics,
pharmaceutical industry, hos-
pital mana.%ement and building
orchard and fruit management.
There is also scope for bilat-
ation in the field of
fishing installing aqua indus-
tries, poultry farms and rice
cultivation, he said. :

L

Gujral wins confidence vote
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dambaram to return.

"l appeal to you, please come
back and take charge,” he said.

Chidambaram, the darlin
of industry in India and abroad,
unveiled a bold tax-cutting bud-
get in February, increasing the
pace of reforms first launched
in 1991.

But he was forced to step
down after his regional party, a
key part of the previous admin-
istration, said it would not join
the new government after its
chief lost to Gujral in an acri-
monious front leadership con-
test.

Chidambaram, urged by one
speaker after another to return
to the fold, refused to commit
himself today but asked the new
government to pass his budget
into law next month.

"Please pass the Chi-
dambaram budget,” he said.

The House was adjourned
until April 30 after the vote.

Gujral had opened the contfi-

dence vote debate by calling for
national consensus after weeks
of political chaos, culminating
in the fall of the previous front
coalition on April 11.

"Let us all promise to run the
government through consen-
sus,” he said.

The 77-year-old former
diplomat, who has retained the
cabinet of the last front gov-
ernment but kept the finance
minister's job vacant, said
there would be no shift in pol-
icy.

ll'ier: backed the last govern-

ment's economic policies,
adding: "We will keep the for-

eign policy of the previous gov-
ernment, expand it and
strengthen it ... we will form
new relations with our neigh-
bours.”

He also appealed to the
Hindu fundamentalist opposi-
tion to rally behind the coali-
tion, saying: "We are not ene-
mies.”

The former minority
coalition fell when

Front
the

Congress (I) party withdrew its
support and launched an unsuc-
cessful bid to form it own coali-
tion.

The Congress renewed its
backing after Deve Gowda, who
it accused of ignoring its opin-
ions, was replaced as front
leader.

Congress parliamentary
party leader Sharad Pawar un-
derlined the new pact, praising
Gujral, who has retained the
foreign minister's portfolio, as

"a very experienced man.”

"We will support him and his
government with all our
might."

e said if the partners re-
mained on good terms, Gujral
could survive until the end of
the current parliament in 2001.

The rapid reconciliation be-
tween the Front and Congress —
both were determined to avoid
new elections which they feared
would play into the hands of the
Hindu nationalists — removed
any real drama from today's
debate.

Arrest warrant protested
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in international financial
markets and with multilateral
financial ncies such as the
World , IFIC and ADB with
whom Runa had excellent rela-

tionships.”
The Peregrine Chairman
further said, had been an

ardent advocate of reform of the
adeshi financial and cap-
ital markets which she recog-
nised as being inefficient and
corrupt... in addition to the
work she has done for
adeshi businesses she is
currently the advisor to three
multinationals who between
them were planning to bring
USS 1.5 billion of investment
into Bangladesh; this would
have represented the biggest
ever private sector investment
in Bangladesh .... as for Pere-
ggnt. | assure you that we will
everything in our power to
rotect our employees from the
alse accusations made against
them."”
In his reply. Dr Haroonur

Int’l Rain Water
Catchment Confce
begins in Iran

A five-day International
Rain Water Catchment Confer-
ence began in Tehran on Mon-
day, reports UNB.

Iranian President Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanﬂani inaugu-
rated the 8th International
Conference, being participated
by some 60 countries,
to a message received in Dhaka
today.

A three-member esh

'dclcgatiun. led by Food and

Agriculture Minister Begum
Motia Chowdhury, is atten
the conference.

The other members of the
delegation are Dilara Harun MP
and Bangladesh Ambassador to
Iran Moazzam Ali.

Earlier, Begum Motia
Chowdhury visited the Iranian
Institute of Forestry and
Range-Land Management and
Research Institute which main-
tains a rich collection of 1.25
lakh species of plants and vege-
tation.

Showing keen interest in the
various stages of research pro-
jects in Iran, she discussed the
possibilities of joint collabora-
tion and assistance between
Bangladesh and Iran in the
fields of forestry, community
forestry and water conserva-
tion.

Runa Laila
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missal of the case as per the law
which states: "Where the defen-
dant appears and the plaintiff
does not ap when the suit is
called for hearing, the court
shall make an order that the
case be dismissed.”

Pilnik is still legally mar-
ried to Runa. '

Amir said Runa had filed a
divorce suit in the UK, which
she later withdrew.

Another case filed by Runa
to annul the marriage is pend-
ing with Dhaka's Second Sub-
Judge Court.

BTV’s attitude

From Page 1

BTV's April 5 invitation
came as a follow up of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's offer
to discuss with the Leader of the
Opposition the national issues
in a live TV programme. Hasina
made the offer on March 31
while talking to the editors of
national dailies and news
agencies in the city.

When contacted, State Min-
ister for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed said that BTV was eager
to cover events no whether
those were of AL, BNP or JP, on
the basis of their news value.

He alleged that on a number
of occasions BTV crew were not

allowed to cover BNP pro-
grammes. Despite re[peat e-
quests from BTV for BNP's

scheduled programmes it did
not get any response. He, how-
ever, pointed out that unlike the
previous occasions, BTV cov-
ered the Eid-reception hosted by
Begum Zia on April 18 and
faced no bar.

BB governor
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der criminal procedure code b
formulating new laws." he said.

The Governor mentioned
that the banking sector was
burdened with outstanding
loans to the tune of Tk 13,000
crore, of which Tk 5,000 crore
remained with 137 defaulters,
who, despite their ability, were
not repaying the public money.

He called for strengthening
the legal framework for loan
recovery in order to build a
stronger banking system,
which is needed for infusing
dynamism in the economy.

The central bank governor
said strict banking laws existed
in all countries across the
world. "It is unthinkable in any
cuuntrf.r that anybody does not
repay loans with interest. But,
in our country, we are unable to
create such situation.”

BB deputy governors MI
Khan, Dr Mn{lammad Sohrab
Uddin and Ataul Huq., manag
ing directors of scheduled
banks and high bank oflicials
were present in the meeting and

expressed their opinion lor

| amending banking laws

Rashid, Chairman of Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC). said: "] was surprised to
read your letter. Peregrine is
not in the list of accused com-
paniesﬂfand firms. In fn;t. the
name of your company has not
been mentioned in thlgT
Report nor has it been accused
of any -doing. However,
Ms Runa Alam her associ-
ate set up a brokerage firm."
SES Company Limited and en-
e héxmwm 1“'}:“ Dhaka
toc C q u
Committee set up by tmgg
has named it as one of the firms
which indulged in la-
tion of the market. On the basis
of the . the Commission
has filed a case in the courts
here in accordance with the rel-
evant law. Your letter therefore,
appears misconstrued. Your
remark that the action taken
against her for "poli mo-
tivated reasons” is a utely
baseless.

Meanwhile, the Wall Street
Journal's international edition
on April 15 carried a on
the Peregrine's problems in
Vietnam, Burma and
Bangladesh. In Vietnam, the
chief of its subsidiary, Nguyen

Trung Truc, had been arrested

on tax evasion charges. Earlier,
the company was fined for op-
erating a business from an un-
registered office.

"Truc's arrest comes on the
heels of several other setbacks
for Peregrine in its strategy of
investing in emerging mar-
kets.... earlier this month Pere-

rine ran into problems in
esh... neit has Pere-
ﬁrlnc'a foray into Burma been a
a one,” the journal said
adding that it shut down its of-
fice fighting a court battle
with its representative Ms
who tried to wrest control of its
prawn-processing venture.

36 Manipuris
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desh currency worth Tk 2028,
Indian currency worth Rupees
27640, ﬂl‘:jl: camera, I:Jm: minlt_
tape recorder, some clipp o
Ingjean newspapers ang lelﬁlaeta
in Manipuri language were
recovered from their pos-
session, the official source
added.

However, no arms were
found with them. All the ar-
rested are between 15 anﬂn 22
years of age. On interrogation,
th infu:ﬁmd that they
had come to visit esh,
and meet the Manipuri com-
munity here.

The SP, Sylhet declined to
say anything about the interro-

gation.

SAARC states
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that there was a need for insti-
tutional mechanism for set-
tlement of trade disputes
amongst the businessmen in
the region and decided to move
further for establishment of
such a mechanism.

‘He said the ninth CEC meet-
ing will be held before the sec-
ond meeting of the commerce
ministers,

Meanwhile, immediate past
finance minister of India P
Chidambaram, while partici-
pating in the discussion on the
motion of confidence to Gujral's
government in Lok Sabha, said
today that India being the
largest country in the region
should provide trade conces-
sions 'unilaterally to other
SAARC countries.

BB: Bank loans
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Monirul Alam (Tk 3.23 cr),
Alamgir Kabir (Tk 0.67 cr), and
Abdus Salam (Tk 0.48 cr) of
NCCBL; Sultana Hashem (0.44
cr), Bazal Ahmed (Tk 0.43 cr),
Abul Khair Chowdhury (Tk 0.05
cr), Sharif Zahir (Tk 0.05 cr),
Kazi Enamul Hugq (Tk 0.13 cr),
Hazi Yunus Ahmed (Tk 9.17 cr)
of UCBL: A B M Feroze (Tk 1.55
cr) of City Bank; A K M Abu
Taher (Tk 2.30 cr), Abdul Awal
Mintoo (Tk 4.34 cr), and Zainul
Huq Sikder (Tk 6.27 cr) of NBL.

Arrangements are being
made with Islam Group for
rescheduling of loans of
Wazedul Islam (Tk 4.27 cr) and
Azharul Islam (Tk 4.27 cr) of
Uttara Bank.

In a similar move in 1995-
96, notices were served on 36 di-
rectors of nine private commer-
cial banks. Of them 15 had re-
paid their loans, five resigned,
one faced cancellation of his di-
rectorship while the rest had
obtained stay order from court.

Cricketers
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ate member of ICC, is almost
certain to get the One Day In-
ternational {ODI] status in the
next ICC meeting in London on
the first week of June.

In its meeting tomorrow, the
BCB will take necessary steps (o
prepare the national team for
the coming Asia Cup Cricketl
featuring host Sri Lanka, India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh from
July 15-31

A source close to national
coach Gordon Greenidge in-
formed that some new methods
of training would be introduced
for the national team to get ac-
customed with modern cricket.

In the first o second week of
May, Bangladesh cricket team
may go to Cox's Bazar, not for
any vacation but as part of their
training on the sea beach



