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The Best Choice

There could not have been a better instance of
reason and farsight emerging from a milieu of im-
pending chaos: Inder Kumar Gujral as the next In-
dian Prime Minister. Just at a time when the more
practical and peace-loving people both in and out-
side India was fearing the resurgence of the funda-
mentalist forces following the unceremonious and
bizarre Congress decision to pull the carpet under
the feet of the Deve Gowda-led United Front gov-
ernment, the think tanks of the 13-party coalition
have shown great sagacity in coming up with a
resolution which is reassuring both for the spirit
of secularism and good neighbourly relationship
in the region.

In this regard, a word of praise needs to be ut-
tered for President Shankar Dayal Sharma who in
a move that caught everyone by pleasant surprise
vesterday, insisted on being provided an assurance
that the Congress would not withdraw support for
the coalition government before the next election.
With the party that quite inexplicably gave birth to
almost a political crisis, complying with the Pres-
ident's demand for the guarantee sooner than later,
Mr Gujral, who served with great distinction as
foreign minister in Deve Gowda's ten-month-old
government, looks destined to be sworn in today as
the 12th Prime Minister of the largest democracy
on earth.

With the breakthrough in the Indo-Bangladesh
relationship as notably manifest, among others,
in the 30-yvear Ganges water treaty yct to sink in
the psyche of people and politicians of both sides.
the fall of the Deve Gowda's coalition government
which undoubtedly established the image of being
the most sincere of all governments as regards im-
provement of bilateral relationship since the days
of Desai, was indeed a very unhappy augury. For
once, it seemed we were destined to return to our
status of what Mr Gujral himself once termed as
prisoners of past; and experience tells us how time-
consuming and costly it is to win freedom from the
spectres of our past. We thank our stars to have
seen such a prospect of regression averted.

Not only for Indo-Bangladesh relationship, the
emergence of Mr Gujral at the executive acme of In-
dia should also usher in a new era of cooperation
in the region. A pioneer in track-ll diplomacy even
when not in power, Mr Gujral has always been the
champion advocate of normalcy in the relation-
ship between the congenitally inimical neighbours
India and Pakistan.

With the background of a diplomat committed to
the cause of peace and progress, Mr Gujral looks
the best bet to address these outstanding issues.
How far ahead he can get India and the region to
jettison the vestigial baggage of the past is
something only future will be able to tell. For the
time being, however., we congratulate Mr Gujral as
the next Indian PM with the hope that he will give
our optimism the best service he is capable of
providing.

The Homesick Millions

More than two million people left for home in
the interior on the eve of the Eid. This is a grana
manifestation of a charming oriental way — and
extension of the joint-family bondage which is
dithering on its way out. It is an yearly gathering
at the ancestral home for the sons and daughters of
the home. These millions haven't yet quite up-
rooted themselves from where they grew. And they
are taking pains to keep their roots alive.

Bikrampur had a unique distinction in the
whole of the subcontinent as a pargana giving
birth to thousands that led British India in educa-
tion and other professions including law and sci-
ence as also in service. This was not a fact found
out from the books. When the festive season ap-
proached, whole families, thousands of them,
started to descend on small and riverine Bikram-
pur from all over India — and even f{rom abroad
across the seas.

It is very gratifving that our city people haven't
turned their back on the poor old houses and sc¢-
niors left behind. Can this be true that their con-
tinuing village connection is proving good to the
villages? Do the people from the capital help set up
schools and clubs and run them? Do they bring
into the villages a lot of printed material along
with the fashions the younger ones bring from the
capital? :

Bangladesh is a cosy little place. All of
Bangladesh, excluding the megacities, is fast be-
coming a sprawling suburbia. With the big cities
growing beyond capacity to unhealthy propor-
tions, there is bound to be an opposite rush to the
villages — of the refined and well-to-do lot. It took
decades for such a pattern to set in the US. In
Bangladesh this can come sooner than one can
think of. The millions that get mad to go to their
village remains. may be only for a day, have possi-
bly not given up their past and roots. If the villages
could only offer jobs, many of them would rather
be there and the villages would start to live again.
There is no other way to save the cities and the
country as a whole.

Atrocious

On the eve of Eid-ul Azha, voung Ayesha had all
the pride and privacy of her womanhood robbed at
its dawn in the most horrilying and medieval
manner one can think of. The sixteen-year-old
from a village in the hilly parts of Chittagong was
literally lifted by culprits who barged into their
hut at the dead of night and after tying and gagging
the mother and almost instantly overpowering the
feeble resistance of the younger brother took the

irl to a nearby field for the enactment of a bar-
aric orgy of lust.

Rape as a steady pattern of repression on women
has become a diurnal reality in today's
Bangladesh. With a law enforcing agency which
has quite a few problems of its own both from the
logistical as well as motivational points of view, it
would be an exercise in inanity to call, let alone
- expect the guardians of law to completely rule out
the recurrence of such incidents, but it is quite
practical to expect the law enforcers to go after the
closely spotted accused in the most vigorous man-
ner.

Let this incident be not a part of the longish cat-
alogue of unfjnished cases of repression against
women.

Local Government and Bureaucracy : Meaningful Interface

by Hossain Zillur Rahman

EFORM initiatives on

local governance need (o

bear in mind two
critical round realities.
Firstly, elected local gov-
ernments at the union level
have been a remarkably regular
gresence since independence.
econdly, weak local govern-
ment has not meant any major
void in local-level development
activities since Bangladesh has

witnessed a rich variety of cen-
tral government-and NGO-sup-
orted programmes in this

eld. Thus. it is not primarily
from any considerations of po-
litical or developmental vac-
uum that the question of local
governance gains its current ur-
gency.

Local government needs to
be strengthened not primarily
to substitute for NGO efforts or
to assist central government
project implementation. Local
government cannot be seen
mainly as project implement-
ing agencies. The prior issue of
project formulation, the qual-
ity of project choice, and better
reflection of felt-needs are the
larger concerns which provide
meaning to the discussion on
strengthening local govern-
ment. Effective local govern-
ment represents first and fore-
most a political process aimed
at making and ensuring institu-
tional and developmental

A specific aspect of the feebleness of local government bodies uis—n-_-uis administration is HII;;;hF powers and

responsibilities of the former are invariably defined in general but vague terms while the powers of the
latter are enshrined in specific and precise terms.

choices; they should not pri-
marily be visualised as imple-
menting arms of supra-local
entities.

Empowering union paris-
hads may not in some critical
sense imply a higher interface
with local administration.
Discussions on such an inter-
[ace are frequently premised on
a distinction between regula-
tory and development functions
within administration. "Regul-
atory" functions — police,
magistracy, judiciary and land
administration — are com-
monly kept out of the purview
of reform debates while the fo-
cus is mainly on "development"
functions. Yet, experience
shows that the regulatory or-
gans described above have an
enormous influence over lives
at the local level and in many
ways define, restrict or disrupt
the institutional momentum
and growth possibilities of lo-
cal government bodies such as
the union parishads.

The issue here is not only
one of commonly understood
administrative limitations of

union parishads vis-a-vis its
developmental mandate, but of
a larger problem of negative ex-
ternalities generated by the core
regulatory organs for the judi-

ciary, police, and land adminis-
tration.

In such a context, local gov-
ernment reforrn cannot mean-
ingfully be restricted to devel-
opment functions but must si-
multaneously move beyond to
regulatory functions and ad-
dress dysfunctions within ex-
isting regulatory processes. If
such an expansion of the
agenda is easier said than done,
a moot issue is whether the
more meaningful alternative
may not be to shift the focus
from the interface between lo-
cal government and adminis-
tration to the autonomous de-

velopment of local government
bodies.

A specific aspect of the fee-
bleness of local government
bodies vis-a-vis administration
is that the powers and respon-
sibilities of the former are in-
variably defined in general but

vague terms while the powers of
the latter are enshrined in spe-
cific and precise terms. For ex-
ample, the general power of the
union parishads is to maintain
law and order but the specific
power in this context lies with
the magistracy and the police in
terms of powers of arrest, bail,
etc. At the ground level. it is al-
ways the specific power which
carries the teeth while the gen-
eral power is more a mere dec-
laration of intent.
The specific sociology im-
lied in the distinction drawnm
tween general and specific
powers in many ways lie at the
root of the enfeeblement of lo-
cal government bodies. Such
enfeeblement is compounded by
certain oddities which attach
disproportionately larger at-
tention to representational is-
sues at the expense of jurisdic-
tional issues. Yet, elections by
themselves cannot generate the
‘empowerment” of local gov-
ernment bodies. The jurisdic-
tional issues have to be ad-
dressed on their own terms.
Whether the goal is au-

tonomous growth of local gov-
ernment bodies or enhanced in-
terface with administration. an
associated but no less crucial
issue is the quality of represen-
tation. Negative attitudes of the
bureaucracy towards local gov-
ernment is in no small measure
fuelled by the negative images

bureaucrats hold of elected
functionaries. To an extent.
such negative images may re-
flect bureaucratic prejudices but
~notwithstanding such preju-

dice, the quality issue demands
independent attention.

There are three sets of issues
rtaining to quality. The first
as to do with existing proce-
dures of election based on sim-
ple majority and how well this
reflects the popular will. A re-
view of electoral procedures
around the world suggests this
is a significance area for re-
form. second issue has to do
with screening measures to
keep out negative candidates. If
SCT is to out negative
candidates, the third issues
concerns the more pro-active

concern of improving the gual-
ity of choice available to the
electorate.

L.astly. there is the related
issue of quotas for women and
the poor. While a quota to en-
hance representation of women
is a move in the right direction,
the merit for any quota for the
poor is much more question-
able. This is precisely because
the category of "poor” is not
made up of durabie social char-
ar:tlll:ﬂsufs which are inher-
enty monitorabile for S
such as caste. In such amm;ﬂem
representational opportunity
afilorded by such quotas is

eatly susceptible to manipu-
ation and tokenism as indeed
has been the case in the past.
The more valid a ch here
is the social tion of the
poor, with enhanced participa-
tion in local government as one
of the core goals of such mobi-
lization.

Dr Zillur Rahman Khan is
the Survey Coordinator, Power
and Participation Research
Centre ). The original ar-
ticle was presented at a work-
shop hosted by The Asia
Foundation on March 10-11 for
government. donors, and NGOs
on "Elected and Administrative
Local Government Relations.”
This version has been specially

prepared for The Daily Star.

The Trail of Corruption in the Sub-continent

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

ORMER Prime Minister of
Pakistan Benazir Bhutto

has had the lesson of her
life. In spite of her pre-election
overtures, mostly against the
President Farooq Ahmed Legh-
ari and sparsely against her
major opponent Newaz Sharif
and former cricket-star Imran
Khan, her People's Party faced
an incredible debacle on Febru-
ary 3. 1997 general election.
Though initially and. most
naturally, flabbergasted she
had soon collected herself and
went into stock-taking of her
parly's poorest return. And, in
her own way she seems to have
identified the reasons for such a
massive rejection. Her rodent
allegations against Leghari for
his ﬁaving played a dubious and
intriguing role to bring about
her fall soon receded into the
backyard. She has now discov-
ered that many of her party
leaders mainly and workers
generally, did not work in the
desired manner. Expressing her
displeasure she told a press con-
lerence that she would expel
them from the party. lt was,
however, interesting to observe
that she did not reflect upon her
own lapses. nor upon the ir-
reparable damage done by her
husband Asif Zardari to her ca-
reer.
It may be recalled that Be-
nazir Bhutto was sacked by,

President Leghari on grounds of |

total inefficiency, misman-
agement of administration,
wastage of public money and
corruption, nepotism and
lavouritism etc. Coinciding
with her fateful dismissal. the
arrest of Asif Zardari on yet-to-
be-substantiated grounds of
killing or threatening to kill
his political and/or business
adversaries, Benazir's personal
image sunk into an abyssmal
quagmire with little chance of
retrieval.

Her appeal against presiden-
tial order of dismissal also did
not move the Supreme Court of
Pakistan. The order was upheld
and swinging between two op-
tions of either to contest the
February 3. 1997 election or to
boycott it, she had at last.filed
her party's nominations. Such
halfﬁearted decision could
hardly repair the breaches that
surfaced in the rank and file of
her People's Party. The inter-
vening period between her un-
ceremonious dismissal and the
election on 3rd February, 1997
was so brief that she could not
collect hersell and start mend-
ing the fences. On the other
hand, she lound herself pitiably
ensnared in her domestic front.
For a couple of days she had to
pass through almost an unend-
ing nightmare. She moved, as it
were, heaven and earth to locate
her husband or his where-
abouts. Zardari was picked up
by plainclothes policemen and
taken to unknown destination.
All these malevolent situations
could naturally block her de-
sirable attention to her party
affairs and to the election cam-
paigns.

The result was a foregone

conclusion but never was so
devastating in anticipation. Of
course she had a premonition of
embracing eventual defeat but
neither she nor anyone of her
party including her myriads of
well-wishers at home and
abroad could imagine such a
massive dimension. However,
Benazir Bhutto appeared to
have absorbed the shock when
she accepted the humility and
instantly declared not to go for
any movement against Prime
Minister Newaz Sharif and his
Pakistan Muslim League. She
seems to have realized that it
would be no use to go for such a
movement when her party has
been rendered an almost micro-
scopic minority in the Parlia-
mernt.

Ms Bhutto's express stand-
point, on the other hand, ap-
pears to have been a direct in-
ducement noticed in Newaz
Sharif's maiden, post-election

tion. It could be possible that
most of the politicians of the
time belonged to the feudal aris-
tocracy who were more power-
mongers than money-minters.
And those having hiﬁﬁtr educa-
tion and enlightened parentage
belonging to ulpge:r middle class
only enjoyed liberal patronage
of their respective party leader-
ship. The lesser ones had to re-
main contented with the resid-
ual part of the whole dispensa-
tion. There was hardly any
dge from any quarter. The
element of "big business” played
its inevitable role as in other
parts of the world but without
any notable trace of personal
aggrandizement.

From mid-sixties and on-
ward things began moving in an
eerie manner in consequence of
the disappearance of the old
guards from the political sce-

But his successor P V
Narasimha Rao is now on the
dock to face a number of
charges of corruption, political
vindictiveness, nepotism and
favouritism. There have been
similar incidences with many
other stalwarts belonging to
Congress and a few major polit-
ical parties. Significantly, no
single party has made such in-
cidences political issues but has
carefully left the imputed par-

en to fight out their cases in
the court of law. Respect for
Rule of Law has been spectacu-
larly preponderant.

The legacy of corrupt prac-
tices having been surrepti-
tiously handed down by the
former Pakistani masters to
Bangladesh has again been an
almost perpetual bitter pill that
the poor people of the country
have been compelled to taste.

Subsequent to his death the
grand old man Justice Abdus
Sattar, Vice-President at the
time, took over constitutional
powers of the President. But
soon he was utterly disillu-
sioned and exasperatingly re-
marked that he was unable to
run the government with so
many corrupt ministers around
him. About this time at least
one powerful State Minister
was sacked by Justice Sattar for
having harboured in his offi-
cial residence a most feared and
notorious criminal. This man
was being wanted by police for
multiple charges of murder
against him.

Between 31st May, 1981
and March 24, 1982 things
moved so fast that Justice Sat-
tar was at his wit's end and did
not know how best to salvage
the rapidly waning situation. A
terrible state of uncertainty be-
sieged him pitiably.

It is, however, not to suggest that the root of corruption planted in the sub-continent by the colonial power and
its sapling nurtured by the greedy and avaricious people here for centuries can be uprooted
overnight. The conscience of the people has to be roused to build the barrier.

observations. He said, inter
alia, that he would not nurse
any malice or vindictiveness
against his political opponents.
He would rather, run his gov-
ernment by consensus with the
opposition or for that matter,
with Benazir Bhutto on all na-
tional issues. His offer appears
to have been a welcome change
from the hitherto very strained
relationship between the two,
Bhutto's response too has been,
as of now, very positive and
without any string of reserva-
tion. Still then, her loud wail-
ing and public implorations tfor
release of her captive husband
could be a distant political
strategy at assuagin% any pos-
sible vengeance by Sharif's gov-
ernment. Time will prove if her
current overture was a deliber-
ate and preemptive exercise to
that end.

Mr Newaz Sharif's return to
power with an almost absolute
majority has been equally
startling as the defeat of Be-
nazir Bhutto. He himself was
surprised. "This victory is un-
expected. 1 did not expect such a
big victory” — was his immedi-

ate reaction. Indeed, it was a
landslide victory for him and
beyond his expectation as per
his own version. Nevertheless,
it has become crystal clear that
Newaz Sharif was conscious of
his shortcomings and even not
wholly true, of the charges of
corruption, favouritism and
nepotism that made indelible
imprints on his personal pro-
file. However, he could heave
sighs of relief that his voters
were not swept away by such ig-
nominious undercurrents.

The political scenario in the
sub-continent in respect of in-
dividual politicians has been
more or less same. In the earlier
days following partition of In-
dia the leaderships in indepen-
dent India and Pakistan did not
show much of moral degrada-

nario. Military rulers in Pak-
istan went all out for wielding
absolute powers and in their
efforts at consolidating and ex-
tending their rule in all con-
ceivable civil affairs found ‘a
handful of hitherto disgruntled
politicians licking their shoes.
Their reward soon started pour-
ing in vicious proportions.
Such a wild galore infected even
the lowest rung of the society.

The infamous '22 families’
emerged eventually as the real
mastiers. That was the begin-
ning of the era of corruption
and selfishness. Till now Pak-
istan is languishing with such a
debasing paramour.

In India, however, politi-
cians alone have been leading
the destiny of the country since
independence. Those who were
at the helm of affairs during
early years had unstinted per-
sonal records-of patriotism,
nationalism, sufferings at the

hands of the British masters
etc. They were a bulk of most
dedicated people who were al-
ways prepared to make the

eatest sacrifice of their lives
or the country. Led by Ma-
hatma Gandhi, the leaders of
India showed unique respect for
national integrity in all
spheres of life. They were indeed
incorruptible. By and large, the
serenity of Indian leadership
remained in its place till Indira
Gandhi was in power. But it
soon started waning, allegedly
due to highly ambitious elder
son Sanjoy who used to meddle
in the affairs of the
administration frequently to
the detriment of his mother's
political image. Rajiv Gandhi
died later with the slander of
Bofors upon his corpse. CBI is

currently making a renewed in- -

vestigation and in the course
Rajiv's actual involvement in
the scam may or may not come

up.

Subsequent to the historic
emergence of independent
Bangladesh, the father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman called upon
the coomtrymen to help rebuild
the national economy. It was an
uphill task but he was un-

daunted.

The process of rehabil-
itation of the industrial units
which were ransacked by the
Pakistanis, soon started with
scanty resources poured in by a
handful of donor countries,

Massive support was yet to
come as many countries were
delaying their formal recogni-
tion to independent
Bangladesh. At such a critical
juncture stopgap arrangements
with inexperienced personnel

- had to be made to manage the

industries. There was a total
vacuum in all the areas of de-
velopment. Taking the advan-
tage of the situation some un-
scrupulous people at the helm of
affairs were found engaged at
making their own fortunes de-
nuding the national exchequer
freely. Still then, Bangabandhu
tried desperately to set the
house in order and when things
were gradually brightening he
was killed with almost all his
family members on August 15,
1975.

Ziaur Rahman though per-
sonally behoved a person ot in-
tegrity the people surrounding
his power base perhaps did not.
His political party which was to
legitimize later his militaristic
civil administration was a veri-
table conglomerate, inter alia,

of a number of anti-liberation:

elements besides a handful of
disgruntled politicians desert-

ing from other parties despite

his omnipotence and almost
despotic treatment of his adver-
saries they could curve out
shadowy alleys to promote and
satisfy their mortal pleasures.

Congratulations

Sir, This is to thank and
congratulate the Bengal Tigers
for winning the ICC Trophy and
to express gratitude and thanks
lo the citizens of Dhaka for cel-
ebrating the victory in a nice
and proper manner. We were all
in a jubilant mood and get
waited patiently to accord a
warm reception to our heroes,

The extravaganza reception
which was attended by many
VVIPs along with our Prime
Minister was organised in a
grand fashion, and attended

thousands of people who |

hi{

after many man
enced a joy o
from any
Bangladesh.

But | was surprised that the
Mayor of Dhaka city, who
should have been the natural
spokesman of the citizens of
Dhaka city did not speak from
the lectern.

Anyway we are thankful to
pur cricket team and also to the
past national cricket players
who played in previous ICC
tournaments in 1979, 1982,
1986, 1990, 1992 and in 1994
without whom the tradition of
playing cricket in Bangladesh
could not have been estab-|
lished. We recall their contri~|
bution to the cause of cricket in

years experi-
achievement
sportsmen of

Bangladesh along with today's
heroes.

We wish continued success in
cricket in the future which
would inspire other
Bangladeshi sportsmen and
players in other games to
achleve success in their field of

sports.

Munira Khan
Dhaka

Pﬁzes for the Stock

Swindlers .

Sir, While many individuals
and organisations are declaring
pl‘izﬂs/g awards for the victorious
Bangladesh Cricket Team, |
would like to declare the follow-
ing prizes for the shamelessly
notorious Stock Swindlers in
Bangladesh:

1) 10 years rigorous impris-
onment for each one of the
Stock Swindlers.

2) Confiscation of their
movable and immovable prop-
erties right away.

3) Freezing of their Bank Ac-
counts with immediate effect.

_+4) Pursuing their criminal
cases relentlessly and tena-

court.
Would anyone like to add.

Ef,i;u:;ly till final conviction by |

more prizes for this ‘gang of
common cheats?'

Jamaluddin
Nillchet, Dhaka

"Stairway to
Nowhere"

Sir, It was a relief to read
Anindita Sarkar's article, 'S-
tairway to Nowhere' in the
Dhaka Day by Day column on
10-4-97.

This particular prose of
Sarkar's reflects clarity of
thought, acute observation
owers, respect for the English
anguage and a healthy ap-
proach to life in Dhaka city.
The jibe at 'foreign tourists’
demonstrates deep perception
and was aptly and neutrally
phrased.

This is a column that most
Daily Star readers look forward
to, because it bears an unwrit-
ten rule of innocent honesty
with a touch of cheekiness.

In the future, I look forward
to pieces of such quality and
above.

S Asna Chowdhury
Dhaka

Acid-throwing

Sir, Acid-throwing is a curse
for the victims. Unfortunately,
this evil deed — acid throwing —
is going on unabated by our so-
called male lovers. By doing so,
the acid-thrower may find him-
self as a villain, but the victims
find their life in jeopardy — a
life which is most and always
desirable than death.

How unfortunate! But who
should be blamed for this?
It is very natural that any

proposal of love or marriage
might riot result in success. Be-
cause love or marriage is
something that emanates from
the heart. Mere proposal and
temptation cannot promote
true love. It is a matter of inter-
action between minds and
hearts.

Then, why should an
unsuccessful or a disappointed
lover commit such crime? It is
because he is not a true lover.
His feelings are rather lust.

Imprisonment seems to have
become a blessing for these
criminals. They should be dealt
with something more than that.

Md Rajik Miah
Degarmwnt of English
Jahangirnagar University.
Dhaka

General Ershad did not lose
a single moment to move in. So
long he was a silent observer of
the hobnobbing of both civil
and military personnel with
the power centre. Zia being his
junjor in the army, Ershad

could have pﬁ"cﬁn'iu&ical"_.l;'téﬂtk—_ d
e had no

ings to sire him. hac
choice. Justice Sattar was
forced to hand over power to
him. For about nine years he
ruled and many of Zia's men
soon changed colours only.
They received. in due course. all
the earthly patronage from
him. Corruption soon assumed
sta ering proportions.
rshad and almost all his
cabinet colleagues eventually
ended up in jail subsequent to
the mass upsurge in 1990. His
regime was, and even today lis,
branded as autocratic by the
opposition of yesterday and to-
day. However, compared to the
repressive measures of his time
(which could be debatable) the
alleged acts of massive corrup-
tion, perversion and many
other worldly vices were un-
fathomable. Besides matters re-
lating to money, corrupt prac-
tices of the time were alleged to
have defiled the sanctity of our
religion Islam even though Is-
lam was inducted as the State
religion in our Constitution at
Ershad's personal initiative.
And BNP, led by Begum Zia.
was installed in power for the
second time since 1975 after Er-
shad, in 1991 election. She too
promised a clean administra-
tion but failed miserably. In the
name of so-called "unnayaner
joar” (tide of development)

many (if not all)] squandered
money in unproductive areas,
politicized the bureaucrats and
in some cases, used them as
tools for personal gains. Free
but highly prejudicial financial
and other favours were al-
Iegedlr distributed amongst
party leaders and workers and
even near-relations abusing
power. The former PM and a
number of her cabinet col-
leagues, party MPs, youth and
student leaders are now under
investigation of the Bureau of
Anti-corruption on charges of
{rnrruﬂtlnn. nepotism etc. The
BNP. however, loudly deprecat-
ing these issues threaten deter-

rent action against the govern-
ment.,

Last, not the least, we may
have a look at Sheikh Hasina's
stance on the issue of corrup-
tion. We shall remember that
unlike her ecessors, she did
not fail to be very categorical
about it when she selected her
cabinet colleagues. She did
firmly forewarn every body
that she would be the last per-
son to tolerate any act of cor-
ruption on the part of any min-
ister, MP and party leaders. She
had promised a corruption-free,
accountable and transparent
government. Obviously, she has
to depend on the men/women
around her and upon their in-
dividual personal integrity. Her
recent summary -sacking of a
minister of state. even ostensi-
bly on grounds of indiscipline
and of flouting PM's order, con-
firms. to an extent, that she
means what she says. Still
then, and in spite of her genuine
feeling for the people, would she
be able to fight out the menace
of corruption single-handed?
Can she really say with firm
conviction that some of the
men around have not already
been in the vicious current be-
ing trapped by the usual vested
interests? In any case, she may
not have any reason to be com-
placent in the least about her
own, ersonal information
network.

It is, however, not to suggest
that the root of corruption
planted in the sub-continent by
the colonial power and its
sapling nurtured by the greedy
and avaricious people here for
centuries can be uprooted
overnight. The conscience of
the people has to be roused to
build the barrier. Concurrently,
stringent laws must be enacted
to keep the potential perpetra-
tors of corruption away from it.
In the course, she may have to
re-shuffle a number of portfo-
lios in the cabinet in order to
disseminate too much concen-
tration of powers on any single
minister. The sooner she does it

I am a frequent visitor to
Dhaka on business purpose,
and have known the city for
more than 12 {ears. I believe I
voice the complaints of many
when stating that the pande-
monium and confusion caused
by the proliferation of the rick-
shaws is fast becoming a real
problem, requiring urgent re-
medial action.

Most of the time the traffic
situation is not good in certain
parts of the city, and especially
when it rains, the situation be-
comes intolerable, for more
rickshaws clog the roads.

Travelling in this densely-
populated capital nowadays is a
sheer waste of time, energy and
money altogether, which I call a
perennial problem for a devel-
oping countries like
Bangladesh. I believe it is about
time that the government
should do something about the
matter — and the sooner it is
done the better.

India has similar problems,
and recently announced the
abolition of unlicensed rick-
shaws in Calcutta, the last ma-
jor Indian city to do so. The
Calcutta City Corporation has
drawn up a revolutionary plan
to phase out the man-pulled
rickshaws since November last
and has simultaneously taken
up a scheme to rehabilitate the
rickshaw-pullers News rf;gmrts
showed there were only 5 000
rickshaws licensed before the
\Ciilrutta police stopped issuing
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the better.
\

permits in 1995.

However, no-one wishes to
deprive the rickshaw-pullers of
their livelihood, but their pres-
ence in such numbers here re-
veals the need for some control
and also better bus transporta-
tion.

There are various options —

that can be considered — as
listed below:
1. Increasing licence

charges. which may reduce the
number of rickshaws, and in-
troducing new licensing re-
guirements.

2. Using funds generated
[rom the licences to provide
more buses.

3. Preventing further unli-
censed rickshaws from coming
on the roads.

4. Zoning areas in which the
rickshaws may operate, and
having no-go areas, which are
easily traversed on foot. or
where bus is a possibility.

5. Another possibility would
be to have rickshaws of differ-
ent colours operating only on
designated roads, or areas. On
reaching the boundary, they
would have to pass passengers
to other operators

Needless to say, it would be
ood to see some action pn the
ﬁt‘i'lﬂl“lﬁ rickshaw situation in
Bangladesh its
capital city :

The writer is Director of a
Hong Kong based comparny. orne
of the major European garment

exporters from Bangladesh /

specially in




