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Uphold true
history of
liberation

war, urges
Shahabuddin

MILIIBNAGAR (Meherpur).
Apr 20: President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed has urged re-
searchers, historians and intel-
lectuals to uphold the "real his-
tory" of the country's liberation

war, reports BSS.

“It is pertinent to highlight
this creditable and glorious
event of our national life im-

artially and factually.” the
Bresidcnt said while inaugurat-
rogramime

ing the state-level
nagar Day

of the Historic Muiji
here on Thursday.

He formally hoisted the na-
tional flag as the last post was
layed in bugle in front of the
Eu e mnnument built in mem-
ory nf the formation of the Mu-
jibnagar Government.

The President cautioned the
pnliticai leadership against
"narrow and petty partisan’
politics which obstructs the na-
tional unity and progress and

See Page 12 Col 4

Bangabandhu

murder: Court

- to examine
witnesses

from today
By Staff Correspondent

The examination of prose-
cution witnesses in the Banga-
bandhu murder case is sched-
uled to start today in the Court
of District and Session's Judge,
Dhaka.

After the fr of charges
against 20 accused in this case
earlier on APrﬂ 8, the District
and Session's J ., Kazi Go-
lam Rasul, had fixed the date
for hea of prosecution wit-
nesses on April 21.

Charges framed against the
accused include criminal con-
spiracy, murder with common
intention and destruction of ev-
idence following the murder.

Of the 20 accused in the
Bangabandhu murder case
lodged with the Dhanmondi

Police Station last October, six |

See Page 12 Cal 5

Hasina returns
today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina returns to Dhaka from
Saudi Arabia this morning af-
5{1 performing Hajj. reports

She will be back by the first
Biman flight carrying returnee
Hﬂ'lé ms at 7.30 am.

E:i h Hasina went to
Saudi Arabia on April 14 to per-
form Hajj.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Hasina on Saturday visited the
shrines of Prophet Hazrat Mo-
hammad (SM) at Madina after
cﬂm leting Hajj rituals.

e arrived at Madina on
compl:tiun of the last formal
Hajj ritual — 'Vidayee Towaf —
from Makkah.

At Madina., Sheikh Hasina
offered fateha at the mazar of
Hazrat Mohammad (SM) and
said her prayers at Masjid-e-
Nabobi. PM's office said.

Another report says, Hasina
had a meeting with Prince Sul-
tan Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Soud at
his place in Mina on Thursday.
th the leaders exchanged
greetings of Eid and discussed
matters of mutual interest, ac-
cording to an official message
received in Dhaka.

See Page 12 Col 4
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NEW DELHI. Apr 20: Inder
Kumar Gujral, the new United
Front coalition leader, was ap-
pointed today as India's next
prime minister., ending three
weeks of chaotic pulit_ical ma-

neuvering, report agencies.
Gujr ‘and his Cabinet will

| be sworn in at 10 am (0430

GMT) tomorrow by President
Shankar Dayal Sharma, Press

Trust of India and United News

of India news agencies reported.
A vote of confidence will be held

DHAKA MONDAY, APRIL 21, 1997

on April 22.

Gujral. 77, would be the third
prime minister India has had
since elections last year left no
party with a clear parliamen-
tary majority.

He succeeds Prime Minisler
H D Deve Gowda who lost a con-
fidence vote last month as a
feuding ally. Congress Party.
withdrew support to his gov-

ernment.
Sharma's invitation came

after both the Front and the

Inder Kumar Gujral waves after he was voted leader of
the United Front cealition succeeding caretaker Prime
Minister HD Deve Gowda on Saturday in New Delhi.

— AFP/UNB photo

Gujral takes oath
as Indian prime
minister today

Congress assured him that the
E{:w government would be sta-
€.

The Congress and the UF to-
day agreed upon a 10-member
coordination committee for en-
suring smooth working of the
new government for which the

Congress will provide outside

support.
Front convenor <Chan-

drababu Naidu and Congress
President Sitaram Kesri are
meeting the President 1o convey
lo him the agreement between

Editorial on Page 4
anral‘s profile Page 8

them for working out the coor-
dination mechanism.
Karnataka Chief Minister J
H Patil said there will be five
members from each side on the
committee to consider any

grievances.
In case of differences, the
Prime Minister and the

Congress president would meet
to resolve them.

Guijral said he along with the
Congress president will work

See Page 12 Col 7

Samad Azad
felicitates
‘Guyral

Dhaka noted with happiness
the developments in New Delhi,
lacilitating Foreign Minister
Inder Kumar Gujral to become
Prime’ Minister of India, re-
ports UNB,

Foreign Minister and acting
president of Awami League Ab-
dus Samad Azad yesterday fe-

licitated IK Guijral on his elec-
tion as the leader of the United

- Front in India.

Azad wished him all success
in his new responsibility in the
service to his nation and the
country

He also wished for good
health and well being of Gujral.

Eid-ul-Azha
celebrated

By Staff Correspondent

The holy Eid-ul-Azha, one of
the greatest religious festivals
of the Muslims. was celebrated
in the country on Friday with
due religious fervour.

Muslims across the country
joined Eid congregations and
prayed for continuous progress
of the nation as well as of the
Muslim Ummah. People sacri-
ficed animals in a symbolic
remembrance of Prophet
Ibrahim's (AS) sacrifice for
gratification of Almighty Al-
lah. People also exchanged
greetings and visited friends

relatives and welwishers on the

Eid day.

In the capital, the main Eid
congregation was held at the
Jatiyva Eidgah at 7:30 am where
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
offered his prayer. Judges of the
Supreme Court. ministers, MPs,
city Mayor, leaders of different
political parties. senior offi-
cials and elite of the city also
offered their Eid prayer at the
Eidgah.

Four congregations were
held at the Baitul Mokarram
notional mosque. The biggest
Eid congregation was held at

See Page 12 Cal 1
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Nine murdered

In City

during

Eid vacation

At least nine people were
murdered in the city in four
days since Thursday when the

Eid vacation began. reports
UNB.
- According to hospital

sources, the victims were a
railway police, an activists ot
opposition BNP, a juvenile, a
disabled beggar. a grocer and
four y nun? mert.

Police tound a disabled beg-
gar, Kabir, 25, with several stab
injuries on his body on the Ha-
jaribagh cross-dam in Lalbagh
thana at about 7 am vesterday.

Critically injured Kabir was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his wounds at 12:15
p.

Armed miscreants stabbed
Zakir Hossain, 30, the owner of
a grocery at Maghbazar. in the

small hours on Thursday as he
refused them toll.

After giving treatment at a
city clinic, the extortionists
asked him not to go for any fur-

ther treatment nor Lo lodge any
complaint against them o po-

lice.

As his condition deterio-
rated onn Saturday afternoon,
Zakir's family memmbers rushed
him to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where attend-
ing doclors declared himn dead.

Zakir. son of one Abdur
Rashid Sheikh. was a resident
of 12/T Baro Maghbazar Wire-
less Colony.

A gang of dacoits stabbed a
havilder ol railway police,
Feroz. 45. while coming from
Gafargaon in Mymensingh dis-
trict by Balaka Express train on

See Page 12 Col 7

Premdent Shahabuddm Ahmed with Fnrmgn Mlmster Abdus Samad Azad Pmance
Minister SAMS Kibria, Mayor Mohammad Hanif and former Chief Advisor of the Caretaker

Government Justice Habibur Rahman at the Eid congregation in the city on Frid;:,r. "
— Star photo

and Natore districts during the
last four days.

At least 10 persons were
killed and 27 others injured in
a road accident at Lalpul under
Sadar Thana of Feni district in
the early hours of Thursday, ac-
cording to BSS.

Of the dead, three were iden-
tified. They are: Md Sirajul Is-
lam, son of the late Bashir Ud-
din Khan, AFarjami. Sirajganj.
Selim, son of Md Yunus, Bara-
iarhat, Badar Awlia Mazar,
Chittagong and Taslima Begum,
daughter of Akhteruzzaman,
Baliadi, Nakla, Sherpur.

Police said. a Dhaka-bound
bus of Rajib Enterprise met
with the accident at 1 am at
Lalpul, three kilometers from
Feni on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway when it hit a road-side
tree. Some of the passengers
died on the spot. Others died on
way to the hospital.

The injured were taken to
the Feni Sadar Hospital and the
Feni Medical College Hospital.

Seven people were killed and
20 others wounded in a road ac-
cident al Islamabad in Sarail
thana of Brahmanbaria district

Road accidents kill
26 in four days

By Staff Correspon dent -
Twenty-six people were on Friday. UNB quoting police
killed and 91 others injured in  seurces said.
road accidents in Feni. Dhaka. The accident occurred when
Comilla Sirajganj. Rajshahi a Sylhet-bound bus ramined a

wayside banyan tree on the
Dhaka-Sylhet highway at about
4 am. Seven passengers died on
Lthe spot.

The driver of the bus fled
immediately after the accident,

A bus driver and a tempo
helper were killed in the Dh
city in road accidents during
the three-day Eid holidays.
hospital sources said.

empo helper Rahim Bad-
sha, 13, was seriously injured
when their three-wheeler
ploughed in to a road island at
North Shahjahanpur in the
small hours on Thursday.

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where he died shortly
afterwards.

Deen Islam. 50, a minibus
driver. received injuries as a
tempo knocked him at
Thataribazar in the old part of
the city Friday night.

He was rushed to DMCH
where doctors declared him
dead.

The bodies were sent for au-
topsy.

Two men were Killed and 10

See Page 12 Col 4

BCL activist
killed 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 20: An
activist of Banglades Chhatra
League, Mamun, 25, was g
down by some unidentified 35u
sailants this evening
Chawkbazar area, police said_

The assailants came in a
motor-cycle, shot him dead
while he was standing beside
the Chawkbazar road and fled
away. police said. Mamun died
on the spot.

Police said the attack was |

sequel to an internal feud. None
was arrested in this connection.

BCP activist
shot dead

JHENIDAH. Apr 20: An ac-
tivists of outlawed Biplobi
Communist Party (BCP) was
shot dead by unknown as-
sailants at Bazar anaEFur in
Sadar thana on the Eid day, re-
ports LINB.

Police said Rezaul Islam
alias Babul, 28, of the same area
came under attack at 9 pm
while he along with co-worker
Harun was returning home
from the bazar.

Babul died on the spot.
Harun was reported injured.

Police suspected that Rezaul
might have been killed by their
rival party members.

A case was liled with Sadar
police.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday said the South
Asia Development Triangle. en-
compassing Bangladesh. Bhu
tan. Nepal and Eastern and
north-eastern parts of India.
had tremendous opportunities
for reaching benefits to the
ple of the region. reports B5S.

The Finance Minister was
speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of the preparatory meeting
on South Asia Development
Triangle initiated by the World
Bank.

The finance minister said
the opportunities. particularly
in the fields of energy. Iradt
transport and environment sec
tors, were just waiting to bf
harnessed in the region.

Kibria said, "We have to re-
main cautious in not MIXing u
emotional issues with purely
economic issues to reach the ob-
jective of ultimately bringing
about benefits for the country’s

y-siricken people.

The World Bank Resident
Mission chief Pierre Landell-
Mills.

SAARC Office

in the Foreign

Asia

Director General of

Humayun A Kamal and Chief of
Environment Division of

the World Bank Maritta Koch-
Weser also spoke at the inaugu-
ral session.

The World Bank Resident
Mission Chiel said the South
Asian development Triangle
initiative (SADT) region, home
of about 500 million people,

had the largest concentration of

poverty

But the concentrations of
tential are so tremendous that
there is no reason lor the region
to remain poor if the resources
are tapped through joint efforts.
he said.

Landell-Mills said the future
of the nature of transboundary
cooperation in the region would
largely depend on the political
solution. not on technical as-
pects. but the people from all
groups of profession could help
the political leaders to under-
stand the opportunities existing
in the region

The South Asia Develop-
ment Triangle initiative is an
effort to help promete a vision
of regional development eppor-
tunities that combines coherent
sirategic investment plans,
supportive policy measures and
greater synergy of local action

South Asia Development Triangle

Tremendous scope for reaching
benefits to people: Kibria

prograinmes across borders,

The initiative has met with
some interest in the region in
the new climate of closer coop-
eration and economic liberali-
sation, said an official hand-
out.

Koch-Weser gave a brief re-
sume on the SADT's concept,
areas of possible cooperation
and future of the region.

Koch-Weser said the World
Bank would work as facilitator
or catalyst to support country-
based studies, analysis and ac-
tion under SADT.

QK Ahmed of Bangladesh
Unnayan Parishad, BG Vergh-
ese ol the Centre for Polic
search. New Delhi, and Rehman
Sobhan of the Centre for Policy
Dialogue, also lmiit l?n in tli.lle
discussions highlighting the
potentials of SAE)T

They also discussed formu-
lation of themes on the possible
ways of cooperation in water
resources, energy trade trans-
port and environment sectors.

In the open floor discus-
sions. lormer state minl-ter

Moyeen Nhau, lormer plomat
Rezaul Karim and formper mi-
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Holiday mood

prevails

The capital city appeared in
the grip n?a holiday mood yes-
terday. the first wr::-rking day af-
ter a three-day Eid vacation, re-
ports UNB.

Hundreds of thousands of

ople left the densely popu-
I}eﬂd Dhaka cily to celebrate

Eid-ul-Azha with their near

and dear ones in villages and

towns as the holiday began on
April 17.

On the reopening day yester-
day, attendance in general was
very thin in the Secretariat, the
headquarters of all ministries
and offices of the Republic.
However, attendance ol senior
officials were almost normal.

Attendance in other gov-
ernment offices in the capital
was more or less the same.

Only about 25 per cent of the
staff turned up and stayed in
their respective offices for
barely a couple of hours.

Secretariat sources said vir-
tually no business was done in
the offices. No visitor was seen
crowding the Secretariat gates
on the first working day after
the 3-day holiday.
© Turnouts of officers and
employees in banks and com-
mercial establishments were
also thin. However, transaction
in banks were not affected.

The Dhaka Stock Exchange
swung back to business yester-
day. as trading resumed follow-
ing the Eid vacation. But the

See Page 12 Col 1

Unika Devi for
UN role 1n
peace talks

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Apr 20: Ra-
ikinari Unika Devi, now seek-
ing government's recognition to
become the tribal chief of Mong
Circle in the countrys insur-
gency-torn southeastern Kha-
}:rdfhhan Hill District, pleaded

or involving the United Na-
tions [(UN) and local tribal
chiefs in the peace talks.

Talking to a group of visit-
ing journalists at her palace at
Manikchhari of Khagrachhari
district, 60 km off the city. on
the occasion of tribals' main
festival "biju’, the would-be
tribal queen Unika alleged that
some foreign powers were in-
volved in keeping the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts problem
alive.

"So, to tackle these forei

wers including a big ntif,ﬁn
Egur of Bangladesh, involve-
ment of UN in the peace ti-
ations is essential.” she said.

Unika observed that both
overnment and Parbattya
hattagram Jana Sanghati

Samity (PCJSS), the parent or-
ganisation of Shantibahini,
should come down to be flexible
nt from their rigid stands to
nd out a solution to CHT prob-

- See Page 12 Col 1

Tanners allege fund shortage

Only 30pc hides and
skins of sacrificed

animals bought

By Morshed Ali Khan

The leather sector may suf-
fer a serious setback this year
cue to non-availability of funds
lor procurement ol hides and
skins during the Eid-ul Azha
period, sources in leather in-
dustries said.

The government reduced
bank leoans to tanneries by
around 75 per cent, refusing
loan to those who had defaulted
on the previous year's loans,
sources in Bangladesh Tanners
Association claimed. The
banks recovered about 200
crore taka out of the 300 crore
taka loans given during the last
Eid season. About 80 crore taka
was given to the tanneries this
year lor the purpose.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, Muzalfar Rahman. Vice-
Chairmian ol the Banﬁladtsh
Tanners Association. said: "We
could only buy 30 per cent of the
hides and skins available dur-
ing this peak period (three days
of Eid) because ol non-avail-
ability of funds. The rest are
either rotting or being smuggled

oul of the country.”

He said about 30 lakh pieces
ol cow hides and 75 lakh pieces
ol goat skins are normally
available in the munlnr during
the three days ol Eid and the
tanners procure more than
forty per cent of the quantity.

The loan cut-back will cause
closure of lifty to sixty per cent
of the 400 tanneries in the city's

Hazaribagh area. Muzaftfar
said.

Leather industrialist Nurul
Islam Parvez said the loreign
exchange earning from the
leather sector will also fall
drastically this year. "Last year

the earning was about a thou-
sand crore taka. This year it is
sure to come down to 300 crore.”
Parvez said.

A top official of Agrani
Bank. requesting anonymity,
said, "It was a matter ol policy
to crack down on the default-
ers.” He said 100 crore taka is
still due from last year s loans.
"Even the borrowers who paid
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300 shops, 200 houses
gutted in Bandarban

BANDARBAN. Apr 20 A
devastating lire gutted 300
shops in the main market of
Ruma thana sadar and 200
dwelling houses in the adjoin-
ing areas on Friday. reports
B5S.

The fire that originated from
a tea shop at 3 pm continued for
two and a half hours, according
to official sources. The shutter
of the tea stall was closed when
the mishap occurred.

Bandarban Local Govern-
ment Parishad Chairman Mong
Kaya Ching Chowdhury. Bir
Bahadur MP and Deputy Com-
missioner of Bandarban visited

Slum set on fire

at Maniknagar
By Staff Correspondent

A slum in the Maniknagar
area under Demra thana was set
on fire by miscreants yesterday
evening. according to police and
fire brigade sources.

Seven units of fire fighters
from four fire stations rushed

-ta the spot and doused the blaze
at around 7:30 pm. said fire
brigade sources.
ere were no casualties.
At least half of over 350

See Page 12 Col 2

the affected areas yesterday.

Mong Kaya Ching Chowd-
hury said. according to prelim-
inary estimate the loss would be
about Taka 5 crore and the
number of families affected
would be around 600. Most ot
the victims were now staying
under the open sky. he said.

As all the offices remained
closed due to Eid holidays.
Chowdhury said. government
relief could not reach the af-

fected people as yet.

Barisal

UNB from» Barisal adds:
Some 25 shops were gutted in a
fire that raged through a bazar
in Mehendiganj thana head-

uarters in Barisal on Thurs-
ay. police said.

The fire, said to have origi-
nated from a mosquito coil, gut-
ted shops of cloth, medicine,
fertiliser and betel-nut worth
about Tk 50 lakh.

Fire fighters could not reach
the spot for lack of suitable
road communication.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah visited the fire-ravaged
market and announced com-
pensation of Tk 10,000 for each
of the affected shopowners.

He also assured bank loan to
help them resume their busi-
ness as gquickly as possible.

Dhaka, Bangkok
sign accord to
avold double¢
taxation

Bangladesh and Thailand
have agreed to expand economic
cooperation under {'Dint venture
in new areas including fish-
eries, poultry, composite tex-
tile. dyeing and chemicals, re-
ports UNB,

The newly identified areas
alsa covered food processing,
agro-based industries, leather.,
footwear, plastic and rubber,
and tourism.

The agreement was reached
al an official meeting between
the two countries in the city
yesierday atternoon,

Details will be worked out at
the next meeting of Bangladesh-
Thailand Joint Commission to
be held in Bangkok at the earli-
est.

The meeting was tollowed by
the signing of an agreement on
avoidance ol double taxation
between the lwo countries.

State Minister for Foreign
Alffairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
and Thai Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Pitak Intrawithyanunt
signed the accord.
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3 murdered
. . :
in N’ ganj
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Apr 20:
Three persons were murdered in
separate incidents and the body
of an unidentified man was re-
covered from Shitalakhya river
inn the town during the last four
days, police and hospital
sources said.

Abdul Bari. 55. a sub-assis-
tant engineer and a resident of
New Khanpur Bank Colony, was
stabbed to death by an alleged
mugger at Salimullah Road on
Thursday night when he was re-
turning home with his 11-year
old daughter after shopping.
police said. Bari was rushed to
Narayanganj Sadar Hospital
where doctors declared him
dead.

When Bari was attacked. his
daughter started screaming.
Pmplt‘* came in. caught the mug-
ger. beat him and handed him
over Lo Sadar thana police. He
was later sent to jail custody by
courl, police said. Police identi-
fied the alleged mugger as Jewel
and said there were other cases
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Muggers clash
with police 1n
city : 3 hurt

Two policemen and a mugger
were injured in an encounter at
Hajaribagh in Lalbagh thana
vesterday, hospital sources
said, reports UNB.

The clash began when potlice
arrested an alleged mugger from
the area at about 5:30 am and
his associates attacked the law-
entorcers to snatch him.

The muggers exploded sev-
erial handmade bombs leaving
two cops injured and the ar-
rested mugger snatched from
Lhem.

One of the muggers, however,
was wounded in the encounter
and police arrested him.

The wounded policemen —
Idris Ali and Abul Hossain —
and arrested snatcher Khokon,
20, were admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Dialogue only 1t
Ershad withdraws
expulsion order:

3 rebel leaders
By Staff Correspondent

The three 'rebel’ leaders of
the Jativa Party (JP) have
agreed to hold a discussion with
party chief HM Ershad provided
the expulsion order on Kazi Za-
far Ahmed was withdrawn, said
Shah Moazzem Hossain last
night.

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury. Kazi Zatar and Shah
Moazzam, the three senior
leaders of JP. staged a rebellion
a ainst party chief Ershad

allenging his leadership in
l]:lf' party. Of the three, Kazi Za-
far was expelled on grounds of
anti-party activities.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Shah Moazzem said that the
three leaders had held a discus-
sion among themselves yester-
day morning that lasted for
about two hours.

“There is a possibility of
holding a discussion with party
chief HM Ershad." said Moaz-
zam adding, "the expulsion or-
der against Zafar has to be
withdrawn before the dialogue
takes place.”

The rebellion of the three JP
stalwarts was first reported on
April 9. They had been demand-
ing resignation of HM Ershad
from the chairmanship of the
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DU student drowns

in Barisal

BARISAL. Apr 20: One Mo-
hammad Naser, a final year
student of Dhaka Uniw:rl.'l.t}'
drowned at Shikarpur eng

hat in the district on April 1

e was coming home [ro
Dhaka to celebrate Eid-ul A:-l'm
reports BSS.

His body was recovered on
April 18 from the river near the
ferry ghat, police sources
He was buried on the aaml:{hy



