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The Duily Star wishes its
readers, patrons and well-
wishers a happy Eid-Ul-

Azha.

Eid-ul-Azha

tOomMorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The holy Eid-ul-Azha, one ol
the biggest religious festival of
Muslims, will be celebrated in
the country on Friday with due
solemnity and religious fer-
vour.

Animals will be sacrificed
on the day symbolising Prophet
Ibrahim’s (A) sacrifice in the
name of Almighty Allah.

Eid congregations, sacrific-
ing animals, visiting f[riends
and relatives and exchanging
greetings are the main features
of the Eid-ul-Azha celebration.

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament Beg-
um Khaleda Zia in separate
messages greeted the country-

See Page 12 Col 4
Messages

Eid inspires us
to sacrifice

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed yesterday
hoped that the teac of sac-
rifice of 'qurbani' would inspire
all to ensure welfare of the
paﬁle. reports UNB.

a message on the eve of the
Eid-ul-.&zalila. th?;] b(l:rfiﬂmtntf
said equality an ndage o
hrnth%?nf Islam will gain
new strength through celebra-
tion of Eid-ul-Azha.

The President greeted the
coun on the occasion of

trymen
Eid-ul-Azha.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina greeted the countrymen
See Page 12 Col 7

. The offices of The Daily
Star will remain close on
April 17, 18 and 19 on the oc- |
casion of Eid-Ul-Azha.

Therefore, there will be no

4 day scu
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The Holy Hajj was performed yesterday.

MINA, Apr 16: An estimated
two million pilgrims climbed
Mount Arafat today, leaving
behind traces of a blaze that
roared through a section of
their tent city, killing up to 250
fellow Muslims, reports AP.

Calls of "At thy service O
Lord, at thy service,” thundered
through the valley as the white-
robed pilgrims moved in a mas-
sive white wave up the mount,
where Prophet Hazrat Mo-
hammad (SM) delivered his last
sermon shortly before his death
in 632.

By ritual, every pilgrim must
arrive at Arafat by midday to
stand silently in prayer as a
Elruup It is the climax of the

ajj. which every Muslim who
can afford it must perform at
least once in a lifetime.

The Saudi Interior Ministry
said that more than 1.1 million
Elgrlms had arrived in the

ngdom for the Hajj. They
Lt::rmed a nearly an equal num-
of worshipers from inside

the kingdom.

In Makkah. worshi

to finish

rs to-
ir rit-

1
the midday deadline,

oo |

2m perform Hajj

Burly security guards in long
white robes pushed back wor-
shipers lunging to touch the
holy Ka'aba inside the massive
Grand Mosque. Ka'aba is cov-
ered by a gold-embroidered
black cloth, and was built by
Prophet Ibrahim (A) as the
House of God. Thousands made
their seven counter-clockwise
rounds around the Ka'aba.

"Forgive me O' Lord, forgive
me for my sins. I surrender to
thee and hope for mercy." they
said.

"Directive to
acquire land
for cricket
stadium

The Land Ministry has fi-
nalised all necessary prepara-
tion for acquisition of land to
build a cricket stadium at the
city's Bara Moghbazar, reports
UNB.

The ministry has directed

_the ‘Deputy Cemmissioner of

Dhak# to acquire 17.44 acres of
land there for the stadium, ac-
cording to a PID handout yes-
terday.

The ministry took the mea-
sures as per declaration of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at the civic reception for the
cricket heroes of the country at
the city's Manik Mia Avenue on

April 14. -
Boycott Ingilab,

urge four
L] - -
leading citizens

By Staff Correspondent

Four leading citizens of the
country have urged the people to
boycott The Ingilab. a vernacu-
lar daily, for spreading propa-
ganda against the country's in-
dependence and sovereignty.

Poet Begum Sufia Kamal, lit-
terateur Shawkat Osman, Prof
Kabir Chowdhury and poet
Shamsur Rahman in a joint
statement, issued recently, also
made an appeal to all not to.pa-
ironize this newspaper either
by giving advertisements or by
any other means.

They noted that the main
goal of The Ingilab was to cre-
ate misunderstanding among
people about the War of Libera-
tion, the country's indepen-
dence and sovereignty, preach
fundamentalism, incite hatred
among the believers of different
religions. generate anti-India
sentiments. oppose the rights of
women and propagate against
the progress and development
of the country.

"Giving advertisements to
the Ingilab will mean financ-
ing the antiliberation f{orces.
That's why we are fervently ap-
pealing to all ministries, gov-
crnment offices, directorates,
departments. semi-government
organisations and ‘'national’
and 'multinational’ business

See Page 12 Col 3
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Death toll from Mina

fire soars to 343

MAKKAH, Apr 16: Tiw death
toll Irom the huge blaze that

ripped through 70.000 pilgrims'

lents in Mina soared to around
343 mostly Asians, reports
AFP.

While the mass of pilgrims
gathered for the climax of the
annual Hajj. at Mount Arafat,
20 kilometers from Makkha,
officials sifted through the
charred wreckage of Tuesday's
lire at nearby Mina.

New tents were hastily
erected to replace those incin-
erated by the inferno. which
also left more than 2,000 people
injured.

The last Saudi toll said 217

" pilgrims had been killed and

1.290 injured, although a Saudi
olficial told AFP that many of
the injured had life-threatening
burns.

Indian prime minister H D
Deve Gowda expressed "shock

and anguish" over Tuesday's
tragedy, which is believed to
have cost the lives of around
100 Indians and 60 Pakistanis.

Pakistan President Farooq
Ahmed Leghari, meanwhile,
said in a statement he was
"deeply anguished" while Prime

MAKKAH, Apr 16: At least 343
eople were killed in a huge
ire that ripped through pil-

grims' tents in Mina on Tues-

day, the Saudi authorities an-
nounced today, a late night

AFP report said.

Minister Nawaz Sharif ex-
pressed his shock and sympa-
thy for the families of all vie-
tims.

An estimated 80,000 Indians
were among the two million
pilgrims at Makkha, while
120.000 had travelled from
Pakistan and more than 10.000
[rom Bangladesh.

The identification ol victims
is being hampered by the

charred stale of many ol the
badies. In addition, the authori-
ties insist all pilgrims hand
over their passports on arrival
in Makkah.

The inferno was sparked by
a gas canister used for cooking
and fanned by strong winds it
swept through the Mina en-
campment, about five kilome-
ters south of Makkah, witnesses
said.

King Fahd today expressed
conidolences on his own and his
country's behalf to the families
ol the victims from Saudi Ara-
bia and other countries.

President Bill Clinton ex-
pressed his sorrow on Tuesday.

"l was deeply saddened to
learn today of the tragic loss ol
life in Saudi Arabia among the
pilgrims performing the hajj.”
Clinton said in a statement is-
sued during a visit to New York.
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Mujibnagar Day
today

The historic Mujibnagar
D:.&' will be observed today in a
befitting manner, reports UNB.

On this day in 1971, the first
government of independent
Bangladesh was sworn in at a
mangrove of village Bhaberpara
Baidyanathtola,
Meherpur district headquar-
ters. The place has been re-
named Mujibnagar.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, the father of the
nation, was the President of the
government in exile, known as
the “Mtgihna ar Government."

As Bangabandhu was im-
prisoned in Pakistan jail, vice-
president Syed Nazrul Islam
took oath as acting President
while Tajuddin Ahmed as
Prime Minister.

Members of the cabinet were:
Capt Mansur Ali (Finance), A H
M Kamruzzaman (Home Af-
fairs, Relief and Rehabilita-
tion)., and Khandaker Mosh-

taque Ahmed (Foreign Affairs

d Law).
anl The proclamation: of inde-

pendence by Bangabandhu

s o

15 kms off

Release BNP
leaders, workers
before Eid:
Mannan Bhuiyan

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan de-
manded release of leaders and
workers of his party and its
differént wings, who were ar-

rested on "false" charges, before

Eid-ul-Azha, reports UNB.

He made the demand when a
group of 11 Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal leaders of Pabna district
unit, released recently, met
with him at party office yester-
day morning.

- Bhuiyan alleged the entire
country turned into a wasteland
due to killings, terrorism, filin
of false cases, harassment an
other autocratic activities per-
petrated by this government.

"The sky and wind that
blows over the country became
%ﬂ{:m amidst the cries of af-

cted and victim families,” he
said.

"Thousands of BNP leaders
and workers are now in jail
without charges and man

A
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Post-Eid programme

BNP may agitate for
CEC's resignation

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNFP's planned anti-govern-
ment agitation alter the Eid-ul-
Azha is likely to concentrate
mainly on its demand for res-
ignation of Chief Election
Commissioner [CEC} Moham-
mad Abu Hena lor his alleged
partisan role during elections,
highly-placed sources in the
party said.

- However, the nature of the
planned agitation is yet to be
linalised, the sources said.

The party has been demand-
ing resignation of the CEC since
the June 12 parliamentary
election.

BNP earlier boycotted by-
eleclions to three Jatiya
Sangsad sealts alleging that fair
elections could not be held un-
der the 'partisan’' CEC. The three
seats had fallen vacant due to
the deaths of three Awami
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Nayabazar in the city yesterday.

3 rebel leaders’

conditions for
dialogue

with Ershad

By Staff Correspondent

The three ‘rebel’ leaders of
the Jatiya Party (JP). have
"agreed for a dialogue” with
party chairman H M Ershad
provided he accepts their de-
mands, Shah Moazzam Hos-
sain, one of the three leaders
told The Daily Star alter a
meeting here yesterday.

The three presidium mem-
bers of the JP — Mizanur Rah-
man Chowdhury, Shah Moaz-
zam Hossain and Kazi Zalar
Ahmed — held the meeting at
the residence of Shah Moazzam

Hossain. »
“We have agreed for a dia-
See Page 12 Col 8

r this sacrificial cow at the cattle market at
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Sacrificial animals

flood markets

By Staff Correspondent

A large number ol cattle were
brought in to the city s cattle
markets from different parts of
the country yesterday.

Unlike previous years, most
of the herds of cattle and goats
seenn  [looding the 19 te.nﬂ_ro—
rary markets and their adja-
cent roads. came from villages
across the country. Market or-

ganisers in Banani, Dhan-
mondi, Nayabazar. Rayer
Bazar. Gabtoli and Kawran

Bazar said about 90 per cent or
more of the animals were com-
ing from villages.

According to them, most of
the cattle arriving in the city

were reared in villages under
the extended facilities of agri-
culture loans for beef fattening
given to farmers. For one rea-
son or other, the flow of Indian
cattle was remarkably low until
late last night. "This is good
news for the local farmers,” ob-
served a market organiser in
Nayabazar,.

Traders complained about
the way tolls were collected
from them en route to Dhaka.
They alleged that at every union
on their way to Dhaka, either
the law enforcing agencies or
the local maastans realised

See Page 12 Col 7

Moopanar, Gujral front-runners

UF chooses new leader today

NEW DELHI. Apr 16: Ha‘ﬂllﬁ
regained the support of its feud-
ing ally, Congress Party. the
United Front coalition is ex-
pected to choose a new leader
tomorrow to replace HD Deve
Gowda as India's prime minis-

ter, reports AP.
"The leadership question
would be resolved amicably.”

said Front leader GK Moopanar

tnd:'y.

oopanar, a regional power
broker, and Foreign Minister
Inder Kumar Gujral are the
front-runners (o succeed

Gowda. |
Moopanar, who delected
from the Congress Party last
year to form a regional party in
Tamil Nadu state, appeared well
aced ahead of a meeting of the
nited Front coalition's steer-
ing committee set for 3:00 pn
(0930 GMT) tomorrow. ,
As a former Congress mem
ber, Moopanar is seen as a link
between the United Froni and
Congress. He is close to Sonia
Gandhi, the widow of former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi.
The United Front coalition

appeared ready to form a gov-
ernment by early next week un-
der a new prime minister, a de-
mand the powerful Congress
Party made when it withdrew
support from the coalition two

Prime Minister Gowda re-
mains head of a caretaker gov-
ernment that has been paral-
ysed by the political turmoil.

Differences among the 13 re-
Elunal Earties that comprise the

ront have delayed the choice
of a new leader, The leaders of
See Page 12 Col 8

Manikganj-3 constituency,
which fell vacant due to the
death of a BNP MP, is also in
Lhe offing. BNP lost in the by-
polls in a Laxmipur con-
stituency in September last
year.

However. as regards the by-

polls in Manikganj-3 con-
stituency. lhe party policy-
planners are "unwilling to let

the confirmed seat go unchal-
leniged,” one source said. BNP
candidates had bagged the seat
for last three consecutive
terms.

"We're willing to contest the
Manikganj by-poll but the par-
tisan CEC must go." BNP secre-
tary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan told this correspon-
dent. The schedule for the by-
polls is yet to be announced.

Mannan Bhuiyan said he
hoped that the CEC would re-
sign for the sake of fair elec-
tions. "Otherwise. we will com-
pel the CEC to resign through
massive agitation," he added.

BNP has now been demand-
ing the CEC's resignation at its
public meetings. Besides. the
party also sought the Presi-
dent's intervention in the mat-
ter when a three-member dele-
gation led by its secretary gen-
eral called on him on Tuesday.

"The planned agitation pro-
grammes is likely to include a
demonstration before the CEC's
office at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
in the city to press for his res-
ignation.” a standing commit-
tee member of the BNP said.
preferring anonyvmity.

The agitation programines

See Page 12 1

No Bangladeshi
killed in Mina
fire incident:
Religious Minister

State Minister for Religious

Affairs Moulana Nurul Islam
said yeslerday from Mina that

k none ol the Bangladeshi Hajj

pilgrims was affected in Tues-
day's fire at Mina, BSS quoting
an official handout said last
night.

‘The State Minister informed
that all the pilgrims from
Bangladesh were safe.

However, he said one Javed
Ali Mondol from Jamalpur
(passport-number 4690) was
}fsilled in a stampede during the
ire.

He said three Bangladeshi
pilgrims were injured in the in-
cident the injured are: Chan
Mian of Gazipur (passport
number 3809), Imanullah of
Gazipur (passport number 3839)
and Amina Khatun of Brah-
manbaria (passport number
2160). All the injured are now
under treatment at Nur Hospi-
tal in Makkah.

See Page 12 Col 3

Unika Devi urges
PM to restore
her right as
Mong chief

CHITTAGONG. Apr 16:
Unika Devi. successor to the
Mong Raj family of Khagrach-
hari hill district urged Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to up-
hold the tradition of succession
| of the Mong and restore her
right as Mong chiet, reports
BSS.

Exchanging views with the
journalists at her palace at
Manikchhari, 60 km from here,
on the eve of the Bangla new
?’E‘EI.T Unika Devi, 59, congratu-
ated the present government
for its efforts in resolving the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
problems.

She also said this is for the
lirst time the people of CHT got
a holiday to celebrate their
Baishakhi Utsab. This is possi-
ble due to the good gesture of the
present government.

See Page 12 Col 1

5 promoted as
additional
secretaries

By Staft Correspondent

Five Joint Secretaries have
been promoted as Additional
Secretaries.

According to a government
notification yesterday, they
are: Mohammad Giasuddin
Pathan. DG, NGO Bureau, Abdul
Halim of Housing and Public
Works Ministry, Kazi Abdul
Bayes of LGRD Ministry, Mo-
hammad Mosharrafullah of
Civil Aviation and Tourism
Ministry, Golam Rahman of
Commerce Ministry and Aziz
Ahmed Choudhury. DG, Pri-
 mary Education.
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