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Tougher programme
after Eid: Khaleda

From Staft

KHULNA, Apr 13: BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia yesterday said that her
party would announce a tougher
movement programme after the
Eid-ul-Azha to protest what she
called the government's move to
give corridor to India In the
name of transit, import power
from that country and form a
sub-regional grouping in the
name of South Asian Growth
Quadrangle undermining the
SAARC.

Addressing a big public
meeting at the Circuit House
Maidan, the Leader of the Op-
position in the Jatiya Sangsad
alleged that the Awami League
government failed to carry out
its responsibilities in all areas

Yasmin murder
case: Hearing
adjourned till

May 25

From Our correspondent
RANGPUR, Apr 13: Trial of
the Yasmin rape and murder
case in the district and session
judge's court was adjourned till
May 25 after recording the de-
position of one more prosecu-
tion witness, Shahjalal, a po-
lice constable today.

With this the total number of
PWs submitting depositions
rose to 37 out of 54.

The prosecution counsel did
not examine Ehah{la}a] and
submitted a praver before the
court saying that the PW might
have been 'gained over' by the
accused persons. The defence
counsel cross-examined him
with the permission of the
court, Shahjalal, during the
cross-examination by the de-
fennce counsel denied having
said that he knew nothing
about the Yasmin rape and
murder incident.

Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud,

Correspondent

and lost its credibility. People
do not believe the ruling party
any more, the former Prime
Minister claimed.

"Time is high to take steps to
save the country from Indian
domination and safeguard our
national independence and
sovereignty,” she said and
called for unity of all "Nation-
alist forces” under the BNP.

Referring to the Prime Min-
ister's offer for an 'opened dia-
logue' with her, the BNP leader
said, "There cannot be any talk
with the government sidetrack-
ing the parliament." She said
the offer for talks is meaning-
less keeping "hundreds" of BNFP,
JCD and Jubo Dal leaders and
activists behind the bar.

Presided over by acting pres-
ident of Khulna city BNP Mor-
shed Alam. the public meeting
was addressed by among others
former Speaker Sheikh Razzak
Ali, KCC Mayor Sheikh
Tayebur Rahman and Maudud
Ahmed.

Begum Zia claimed that the
country's economy was ruined,
export earning come down and
imports increased by 100 per
cent under the government. The
government was borrowing
money from the central bank
for payment of salaries.

PM leaves tfor
Makkah today

Prime Minister 'Sheikh
Hasina leaves Dhaka for Ma-
kkah today to perform the holy
Hajj, reports UNB. :

he Prime Minister will
leave for the pilgrimage by a
VVIP flight of Bangladesh Bi-
man at 1.30 pm. She is expected
to return home on April 20.

Foreign Minister and
Awami League Presidium mem-
ber Abdus Samad Azad will act
as acting President of the party
in absence of party chiel and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
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Golden boys
From Page 1

"I am extremely happy and
delighted at the news,” said the
President in a message of felici-
tation as the brawny boys beat
Kenya in a nerve-wrecking fi-
nale of the tournament in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.

He said the victory demon-
strated indomitable energy.
perseverance and determina-
tion of the players for winning
the game and for bringing home
the ICC Trophy. .

"They have earned pride and
honour for the nation.”

The President mentioned the
praiseworthy role of the man-
ager, captain, coach, players
and officials of the team in
clinching the grand victory and
expressed the hope that they
would continue to brighten the
image of the country abroad in
future.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today congratulating
Bangladesh team said "the
whole country joins me today
in congratulating our cricket-
ing heroes on being the ICC-
champions.

"My words are not adequate
to express how happy I am at
this historic moment. Our

solden boys have heralded the
dawn of a new cricketing his-
tory and posted the marvel-
milestone in the annals of the
gaine of cricket.”

"l am very very happy. I have
no language to express my hap-
piness," said the Prime Minis-
ter who burst into tears as
Bangladesh Betar announced
the victory.

She prayed to the Almighty
Allah and said, "l am confident
that Bangladesh from now on
will never look back. Its for-
ward march has begun and it

will not be stopped.
In a messa g ?axecl to skipper

Akram Khan, Begum Khaleda
Zia, now visiting Khulna,
sreeted the cricket heroes on
behalf of the people, her party
and her own behalf for winning
the 1ICC Trophy.

Praying Ign the Almighty Al-
tah. she said the nation will
ever remember the golden sons
of the soil for boosting the
country's image abroad through
the heroic victory.

JP presidium

meet cancelled

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Jatiya
Party Presidium which wds
scheduled for today was can-
celled last night, according to

P -
. meeting was called last
week against the backdrop of

three top party leaders' de-
mands for resignation of HM
Ershad from the post of chair-
man of the party and of Secre-
tary General Anwar Hossain
Manju from his cabinet post in
the Awami League government.

Party presidium members
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury,
Shah Moazzam Hossain and
Kazi Zafar Ahmed had made the
demands recently.

Kazi Zafar Ahmed has al-
ready been expelled from the

Pﬂr’ﬁ'- .
eanwhile, sources in the
arty told this correspondent
ast night that hectic parleys
was going on to "save the party
from a possible split.”

Pahela Baishakh

From Page 1

will broadcast special pro-
grammes while newspapers will
publish special supplements.

Students of the Fine Art In-
stitute will bring out a colourful
rally in the morning.

Bangla Academy will hold a
cultural programme at its
premises in the morning.
Leading artistes of the country
will participate.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy has arranged a week-
long painting exhibition on
"Sundarbans in the eyes of an
artist” at its gallery.

Chhayanaut will hold its
traditional cultural programme
at the crack of dawn at the
Ramna Batamul. Nazrul
Academy will also hold a’ musi-
cal soiree at Ramna Park at 6
am.

Leading singers of the coun-
try will participate in a cultural
programme of Bangladesh Na-
tional Museum in the morning.

Baul singers from different
parts of the country will present
a cultural programme organ-
ised by the Dhaka Reporters
Unity at 7 am at its office
premises at Segun Bagicha.

Socio-cultural organisa-
tions like Bangladesh Udichi

Shilpi Gosthi, Nabagitika
Shilpi Gosthi, Bulbul itkala
Academy, Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad, Benuka Lalitkala
Kendra, Rabirag, Rotary Club of
Dilkhusha and others will also
hold separate programmes in
different public places across
the country throughout the day.
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Coming soon: AKTEL GSM, the one mobile phone system that uses the latest GSM technology to
give you crystal-clear digital sound quality and complete security. It's brought to you by
TM International, a joint venture company between Telekom Malaysia,Malaysia's leading
telecommunications provider, and A.K. Khan & Co. Limited. |
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