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Chanderpaul calms Guyana

GEORGETOWN,
Guyana, Apr 13: A
century by capta-
in Shivnarine Ch-
anderpaul frustra-
ted the Indian bow-
lers alter they had made a mess
of Guyana's top order batsmar
during the second day of their
four-day match on Saturday,
report agencies.

Guyana had been reduced to
95 for five when the West Indies
Test batsman came in.

An unbeaten 103 by Chan-
derpaul allowed Guyana to
reach 214 for six at the close in
reply to India's first innings
total of 341 all out.

Chanderpaul and Vishal
Nagamootoo, who was not out
20, added 83 runs in an un-
beaten seventh wicket partner-
ship. Doda Ganesh was the
of the Indian bowlers with
for 46 off 15 overs.

Earlier, paceman Reon Kin
ripped through the Indians wi
an impressive haul of seven for
82.

The sirapping 22-year-old,
King, lpllljrlng only his second
first-class game, claimed four
wickets for 25 runs in the
morning. India could add just

40 runs to their overnight 293

e

for five with Robin Singh. re-
suming on 26, duly completing
his half-century.

King, who impressed with
his bowling on Friday, contin-

ued in the same vein. He under-
lined his potential by sustain-

I- S,

and edging to the slips before he
could add to his overnight one.
After a brief flourish from
Robin «Singh, in which he
reached his half-cefitury from
103 balls with seven fours, King
was n in the picture when
he induced a false cut from

Singh (54) and later polished off

the visitors tail.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close on the
second day of the four-day
cricket match between India
and Guyana on Saturday:

GUYANA: First innings

t Ibw Kuruvilla 10
Sarjoo b Ganesh 21
Haniff ¢ Joshi b Ganesh 7
Sarwan lbw Ganesh 6]
Percival ¢ Laxman bJoshi 25
Chan aul not out 103
McG c Laxman b Joshi 25
Nagamootoo not out
Extras: (Ibl11, w-2, nb-7) 20

Total: (for six wickets) 214

[ LR i T - Fall uf wickets: 1 .33; 2-44; 3-
CHANDERPAUL...103 n.o 57; 4-57; 5-95; 6-131 |

ing his pace for 35 overs ofi a  Bowling: O M R W
wicket which is offering virtu-  Kuruvilla 14 1 49
ally no support to the fast Ganesh 15 4 46
bowlers. David 15 1 42
The rookie bowler struck in  Joshi 19 3 08
his very first over when he had Singh 3 1- 8
Syed Saba Karim squaring up Jadeja 1 1 O

Jubilations all over
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eral Ershad's regime seven
s ago. .
Flut the green and red

national colour, small or big,
riding in all kinds of vehicles
in the city streets and banging
anything that makes some
noise, ch crowds rejoiced
shouting Viva Bangladesh.
That was the same scene all
around the city and elsewhere
in the country as soon as the
radio commentator almost
snapped his vocal cord while
announcing the victory at the
top of his voice. From the dis-
tant stadium of Kuala Lampur
to the slums of Dhaka, or in the
remote village where a tiny
transistor could relay
progress of the nail-biting fin-
ish, all supporters of the team
le in joy.
a middle-aged bearded

.man with a long punjabi forgot

his bearings as he danced and
jumped at the Science Labora-
tory Road intersection. He was

hundreds who had been

among
drawn like bees to a blaring
loudspeaker, which an enter-

prisi shopowner had in-
stalled, relaying the Radio
commentary.

This was the scene every-

ery sireet corner by had
the loud to te the
peﬂﬂglmﬂmmthntthmm

u |

in a Lumpur. ¥
' u%m a high rise in cen-
*‘tral Dhaka near the National

¥ Stadium, a civil servant too lost

his bearings for a few ecstatic

More gifts
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the children of the cricketers,
forming a trust fund with dif-
ferent boards and organisa-
tions under the ministry.
Rupali Insurance Company
Chairman M G Kuddus an-
nounced a gift of Tk 25 lakh for
of the cricketers. Kud-
dus, president of the BG-

MEA., earlier announced a
of Tk 10 lakh from the BG

for

A Rouf Chowdhury, Manag-
i [Hrmdtheﬂ:gnﬁmup
0 in a letter to the

Cricket Board con-
gratulated the cricketers and
announced an award of a Mit-
subishi 21 colour TV to each
member of team including
the manager and the coach.

The Tabani Beverage Com-
pany announced free supply of
Coca Cola to all the players for

one .

ani Bank has an-
nounced trophy for each mem-

ber of the team. '
Nepal View Travels (BD) Ltd.
announced Dhaka-Kathmandu-
Dhaka air tickets for the cap-
tain and his wife, the wicket
and his wife and the best
fie and his wife. The com-

complimentary stay at the
s bungalow during the
trip to

BSS adds: Heera Jewellers

will offer d medals to the
team .

Chairman of Mu-
nicipality Hashmat Alil

Shikadar Chunnu will award
ﬁ cricketer a golden chain
accord a reception.

Simco Limited
will award the coach, Gordon
Greenidge. 1000 US dollars.

Anwar Group of Industries
will offer Tk ,000 to three
HTym. ca Akram Khan,

nhazul Nannu, and

Desma Shoe Industries will
offer quality sports shoes to all
members of the team and their
families.

the P have offered life
time treatment
to all the members of the team.

firm, will offer free legal aid for
the next ten years to all mem-
bers of the team.

the -

moments. It was the last over
and the team needed eleven
runs off five balls. A thunderous
sound of cheers down the 18th
floor of the glass-walled office
signalled that there had been a
mighty six. The louder cheer
confirmed it. He was in the
midst of an interview with two
journalists. One of them
stopped writing and ran to his
assistants office where he was
lued to the radio and con-
rmed the result.
Again there was another
cheer, and another. But it

needed no confirmation that |

the Tigers had floored their

rey.

3 %ut on the street few minutes
later, no one had to tell anyone.
As if by magic drums beat and
the na colours flew, lap of
honour had just begun in and
around the Stadium.

Further down at Abdul
Ghani Road, the policemen were
keeping a weary eye on the
street parties, but their heart

- remained hooked to the radio

still detailing the great victory.
However, a few words from
Captain Akram Khan, urging
fans not to repeat last weeks
celebrations that a few ruffians
had marred with imprints of
their dastardly acts. lessened
the 's burden.
Lashing words in the news-
paper editorials and watchful
precautio measures by the

. ciistodians of law had its seda-

tory effects on the gity. ., |
iva Bangladeah,-‘ Viva
sh. The street parties,’

having everything .in their

menu of the day, from masks to
essions with horsemen and

llock carts to fittons, leaving
massive traffic jams in their
wake, mtﬁt;nﬁsd no ti:llalate
3 a new dawn
m Tgf adesh
on the eve of the Bangla new
year.
Sweetmeats virtually disap-
from shops and flowers
and garlands. were being

mnﬂxdu the evcnlnﬁ
ean e, a number of

people fainted and some others
were injured during the celée-
bration in different parts of the

ci erday.
tyAmt 10 people who fainted

were admitted to the Dhaka

Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), hospital sources said.

In an incident, Anwar Hos-
sain, 20, sustained serious cut
injuries in his hand when he

ted against colour spray-
Q‘; Jurain area during the
jubilation.

Besides, at least five pmlplc
were injured whﬁx they fell
from speeding trucks mo-

mjtlflgng the victory cel-
ebration at DU campus, Mirpur

and Paltan areas, DMCH
sources said.

Grand reception
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cricket team members today at
her official residence Ganobha-
ban.

M Bunen 12h Ditekn
at 8:30 last t to bring
home 1:1'1.I;m'l uld:m s' of the
country. e aircraft will re-
turn to the Zia International

at 5:30 this mormning.

A 101-member ’'national
committee’ for the reception
has been formed u:]th hwtirrl;

acting general secre

ul Jalil a.n%l Mofazzal Hus-
sain Chowdhury Maya, MP as
its chairman and member-sec-
retary respectively. Besides, a
30-member committee of 'pa-
trons’ was also formed. -

Arrangements have been

aircraft of

made for an open-air concert at
the civic tion cele-
brated TV Betar artists will
perform.

The reception synchronises

;l' Bengalee st tht‘::d.a o
new y.

Meanwhile BNP has decided

to accord a reception to the

Bangladesh cricket team on a

suitable day after their return.

adesh Cricket Board

(BCB) will out a
the -

Now for stadium
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and embra everyone in a
spontaneous show of unity that

we seem to have missed since
the days of our Liberation. Fi-
nally, we had a moment of joy
that transcended all divisive-
ness, prejudice and acrimony.
Our in the ICC Tro-
hy is actually three victories
n one. The first, of course, is
becoming the champion, the
second is to do so without los-
ing a single match, and the
third, is to have qualified for
the World Cup.

What makes all three victo-
ries so extraordinarily glorious
is that we had to fight every
inch of the way to gain them.
With successive matches the

I task got more challenging and

our boys got more determined.
Winning yesterday's final was a

feat in a class of its own.
Through it, we not only became
the champion but also matured
into a world class team with the
necessar skills, nerve,
courage, determination and vi-
sion. :

Above everything else, what
we have won yesterday is self
confidence, a belief in ourselves
that we can do it. All these years
we knew it but never had an ir-
refutable proof of it. Yesterday

we got it.

In this moment of cuglem;‘ia.
our:

we wat?t ng.lwpuint out th
exceptio su . cricket
came without the nécessary To-
gistical support that is needed
to produce world champions.
The first thing we need is a sta-
dium dedicated to cricket and

we call for an urgent decision of

the government in this regard.
Either the main National Sta-
dium or the one at Mirpur could
serve the purpose for the mo-
ment. If the existing ones are
not suitable, then we must con-
struct one immediately. This
E:ﬁer — and we are sure others
join us — offers its space to
articipate in a nationwide
und-raising campaign for this

- purpose. Let us turn this win-

ning into a permanent victory
by working to raise the stan-
dard of our cricket to new
heights, and thereby
boost to all other sporting
events in the country.

Flash Gordon
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fault for the miscarriage of our
dream in Kenya about three
years ago. Set a daunting, if not
impossible, target of scoring
6.64 runs per over to win the
rain~affi_:ctedt “rdnt:lhtctllt] against
Kenya, fough e aggres-
nhl:m:"|Ir behoving the cornered
Royal Bengal Tiger to beat the
simba, the African lions.

Three years back in Nairobi,
Bangladesh were in a similar
situation against the same op-
ponents and almost pulled off
an improbable ﬂctﬁ“bcfﬂrt
being all out for 282 e chas-
ing a mountainous total of 295
runs. That second round defeat
had thrown favourites
Banflndeuh out of the tourna-
ment, a fact that shattered our
dream of carving a place among
the Test- Iaging nations in the
1996 1I!-i"mg:l up.

After that debacle, Amar-
nath, known for his courage in
handling fastest bowlers ol his
time, refused to return
Bangladesh in a shameful ges-
ture of cowardice. Instead, he
ended his responsibility by
sending a report to his ap-

intor Bangladesh Cricket

d (BCB), heaping all the
blame on the cricketers for the
failure. Not only that, he
branded the adeshi crick-

to forge the team into a cohesive
unit, his successor in his

[ A section of Bangladesh

L COoONOW -

: ?ﬁﬂ pulied

“d ‘edbuple, ‘leaving the-
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give a
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e

crowd, who ga

to watch the ICC Trophy final yesterday.
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versity paved the way for
ter glory for Bangladesh as
won the ICC crown in a
photo finish.

The Bangladeshi cricketers,
for whom yesterday's victory
was an icing on the cake since
they had already achieved their
prime target of securing a place
in the next World Cup to be
played in England in 1999, were
to return home early this morn-
ing. A grand civic reception at
the Manik Mia Avenue awaits
the victorious contingent.

The sea-saw aftair, which
witnessed fortune fluctuating

.minute by minute, reached its

climax when Bangladesh
needed 11 runs from the last six
balls. _

But the
swung in Ban

Masood Pilot smashed the first
ball from Kenya's new-ball
bowler Martin Suji for a mas-
sive sixer amidst wild applause
from several
Bangladeshi supporters present
at the ground as well as the mil-
lions of sports lovers glued to
their radio sets at home.
Masood missed the second
delivery
a wide ball . He then took a sin-

ﬁ: off that extra. ball. leaving

asibul Hossain to score three

~ runs from as many deliveriés. -

But much to the horror of
the whole nation, Hasib swung
and missed the fourth ball.
However, agony soon turned
into ecstasy as the | ace-

the nmext and

.just a run away from an oul-
right wvictory. Hasib's bat

dulum decisively
gladesh's favour
when wicket-keeper Khaled

thousand of

while the third one was

missed Kenyan speedster Suji's
delivery which rapped him on
the pads and the lanky pacer
known for his lusty hitting ran
as if his shirt was on fire and
Bangladesh were home and dry
with two wickets to spare.
Khaled Masood remained
unbeaten on a seven-ball 15
which included two towering
sixes while Hasibul was not out

on five. Although the two tail-
enders completed the job, it was
rather a collective effort with
every one contributing to the

d success. :

After a horrible start with
opener Naimur Rahman return-
ing for a first-ball duck, an ex-
periericed Minhazul Abedin
Nannu and hard-hitting bats-
man Mohammed Rafique, gave
Bangladesh a desired start
putting on 50 runs in only 6.5
overs.

Rafique, who was strategi-
cally promoted in the batting
order to exploit the first seven-
over fielding restriction,
whacked two huge sixes and as
many boundaries in his whirl-
wind 26 off only 15 balls.
Nannu hammered a six and a
four in his 27-ball 22 before
both departed in quick succes-
sion.

But undaunted by the fall of
two quick wickets with the ad-
dition of only 13 runs to the to-
tal, skipper Akram Khan and
his deputy Aminul Islam Bulbul
keEitnpace with the mounting
asking run-rate putting on 53
runs for the fourth wicket.
Aminul, later adjudged the best
fielder, Bm;:htd IE:: g1;'E1'1-a-l:uzdl 3*{ to

erge as lighest run getter
'grfnhfsge éidé'.'l?ﬂs polished knock
inclhurled a sixer off his Kenyan
counterpart and left-arm spin-
ner Asii Karim while a portly
Akram Khan chipped in with

thered at the Kilat Kelab ground in Kuala Lumpur

]
S

— AFP/UNB photo

Bangladesh in the Big League

an invaluable 22 off 27 balls

- inclusive of a six also against

the Kenyan vice-captain.

Although the left-arm spin-
ner finished with three wickets,
he gave away 31 runs in his four
expensive overs,

Saiful Islam contributed an
invaluable 14 off 13 balls which
included a timely sixer against
Asif Karim over mid-wicket in
the 23rd over. This particular
over was perhaps the turnin
point of the match as it yielded
14 runs for Bangladesh which
also included another sixer
from Khaled Masood. |

The collective effort, how-
ever, overshadowed another
brilliant performance by Steve
Tikolo, who had scored a mag-
nificent 147 on Saturday to
help top seeded Kenya to a
commanding total of 241. The
sturdy right-hander won the
Man of the Match award , but
the final glory went to
Bangladesh, the deserving
winner in the battle of the two
top teams of the meet .

Besides, the victory also
completed a revenge cycle for
Bangladesh who beat all three
teams — Holland, U.A'E and
Kenya — that had defeated them
in their previous ICC Trophy in
Kenya in 1994

This time around in
Malaysia where frequent rain
and public protest against Is-
rael's participation hogged the
limelight periodically, Bangla-
desh, in a unique display of
indomitable spirit eliminated
UAE, the champions of the fifth

1CC 'Frnghly in the first round
before' deliverinig the parting |

shot to Holland in their last
second round match with a
sensational three-wicket win .

LONDON, 13:
The Football As-

. sociation of Ire-
o= land (FAI) have
. B officially warned
Wimbledon-again-

. st catin to Dublin as the

Londoners look to cross the
Irish Sea in a bid to join the
Premiership elite, reports AFP.

Dons' owner Sam Hamman
had requested a meeting with
FAl officials to discuss the
move, but the association's

chief executive Bernard O’'Byrne

indicated he saw no point in
any discussion.

Leading Irish clubs strongly
oppose the Wimbledon project
as they fear their domestic

ame- will collapse if Wimble-
on muscle in and draw huge
crowds for matches with giants
such as Manchester United and
Liverpool. .
The FAI have alre ap-
ealed to FIFA and .UEFA as
hey battle to keep the club at
arm's | ;

Wimbledon's meteoric rise
through the four English divi-
sions saw them ultimately out-

w their old home at modest

ugh Lane, which could not be
brought up to standard follow-

Taylor report on ground
ﬁety in ﬂ{é late 1980s.

For several seasons the Dons
have been tenants at Crystal
Palace's Selhurst Park ground
in south London, but Hamman
is now cas his net further
afield, frustrated with local
council opposition to the club's

warns Wimbledon

scheimes to build a new stadium
nearby.

- Although Premier league
chairmen last week allowed
Hamman to press on with his
Dublin plans neither the league
nor the FA have offered their

backing to avoid offending

their Irish counterparts.
Hamman is believed to have
investors and builders in Ire-
land ready to start work on a
purpose built 30,000 seater sta-

" dium.

And he also has the backing
of the influential Dublin Inter-
national Sports Council who
have identified potentially at-
tractive commercial spinoffs
from the scheme.

But FAI spokesman Brendan
McKenna said late Friday that
his organisation's opposition to
the plan was unwavering.

“The FAI can only restate its
policy, which is to continue to
reject any attempts by any club
to relocate within FAI jurisdic-
tion," McKenna said.

Indian Fed Cup
soccer 1n May

KOCHI, Apr 13: Sixteen
teams will participate in the
Kalyani Black Label Federation
Cup football championship
scheduled to be played from
May 5 to 15, according to K N
Mour, secretary, All India
Football Federation (AIFF). re-
ports PTI.

Antlers start
in style

TOKYO, Apr 13: Brarzilian
striker Mazinho scored a hat-
trick to help titleholder Kashn-
ima Antlers down newcomer
Vissel Kobe 5-2 as the J-League
season opened on Saturday, re-
ports Reuter. :

The 31-year-old midfielder
scored once in the first half and
twice in the second to lead the
Antlers to their 100th victory
in the league. :

But the Antlers did not have
an easy game. Vissel, promoted
from second-tier Japan football
leapue status after last season,
took the lead twice in the first
half with goals by Swiss mid-
fielder Thomas Bicel and vet-
eran forward Akihiro Na-
gashima.

In other J-League action,,

South Korean striker Ko Jeong

| Woon of Cerezo Osaka made a

successful regular-season debut
with a 68th minute equalizer
before Hiroaki Morishima's
winning goal earned Cerezo a 3-
2 away victory voer Nagoya
Grampus eight.

Jubilo Iwata, under new
Brazilian manager Luiz Felipe,
beat Sanfrecce Hiroshima 2-1
at home on second half goals by
Masashi Nakayama and newly-
acquired Brazilian defender
Adilson.

Gamba Osaka marked a 4-1
home victory over Bellmare Hi-
ratsuka, while Shimizu S-Pulse
beat Kashiwa Reysol 1-0 and
Flugels downed visiting Avispa
Fukucka 3-1.

—
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Scoreboard of the sixth ICC
Trophy final between Bangla-
desh and Kenya in Kuala
Lumpur on Sunday:

KENYA: A Karim b Saiful 0
SK Gupta ¢ & b K Mahmud 16

K Otieno lbw b Saiful 2
S Tikolo ¢ Saiful b K Mahmud 147
M Odumbe st K Masood

b Rafique 43
T Odoyo b Rafique 1
H Modi not out 12
A Suji st K Masood b Rafique 1
Extras: (b-1: 1b-9;: w-9) 19

Total: (For 7 wkts in 50 overs) 241
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-15, 3-
H8: 4-196: 5-212: 6-230; 7-241.
Did not bat: L Tikolo, MA
Suji and Patel.

Bowling: OMRYW
Saiful Islam 9 039 2
Hasibul Hossain 6 015 0O
Athar Ali 5 @2 0
Khaled Mahmud ¥ 131 2
Enamul Haq 10 041 O
Naimur Rahman 4 021 0O
Md Rafique 6 140 3
Akram Khan 3 02 0
- BANGLADESH _

Naimur Rahman b M Suji 0
Rafique ¢ Odumbe b M Suji =~ 26
M Abedin c Patel b Odoyo 26
Aminul Islam b Karim 37

Akram Khan ¢ Odoyo b Odumbe 22
Enamul Haq ¢ Gupta h Karim 5
Saiful Islam ¢ Odumbe b Karim 14

Khaled Masood not out 15
K Mahmud st Otieno b Odumbe 5
Hasibul Hossain not out 4
Extras: (b-3: 1b-4, w-5) 12

Total: (For eight wikts in
25 overs) 166
Fall of wickets: 1-0; 2-50: 3-
63: 4-116: 5-118: 6-123: 7-139:
8-151.
Did not bat: Athar Ali Kha

o

Bowling: O M R W
Martin Suji 4 0 28 1]
Steve Tikolo 4 0 29 0O
Thomas Odoyo 5 0 27 1
Tony Suji 2 0 26 1
Asif Karim 4 0 3l 3
Maurice Odumbe 3 0 18 2

Bangladesh were set to

score a revised target of 166
runs in 25 overs.

Result: Bangladesh won the
match by two wickets.

Man-of-the-match: Steve
Tikolo (Kenya)

Man-of-the-series: Maurice
Odumbe (Kenya)

Batsman-of-the-series:
Stephen Tikolo (Kenya)

Best fielder: Aminul Islam
Bulbul (Bangladesh)

Best wicketkeeper: Khaled
Masood Pilot (Bangladesh)

Match Umpires;: DB Nair
(Australia) and Venkataragha-
van (India)

Third Umpire: NT Plews
(England).

Unsporting!
RIO DE JANEIRO, Apr 13: A
goalkeeper was taken to a E:o;ig

station and charged wit
sault after punching a referee

who sent him off durir% a
maich at the Maracana Sta-
dium, Reuter.

Valtenir, who plays for Rio
Branco, left the Maracana in a
police car surrounded by four
officers after referee Kleber
Goncalves made a formal com-
plaint during Thursday night's
match against Flamengo in a
Copa Brasil match.

Valtenir was shown the yel-
low card for time-wasting after
half an hour of the game, re-
acted by throwing the ball at the
referee, and was immediately
‘sent off.

On being shown the red card,
Valtenir rushed at the match of-
ficial and grabbed him by the
neck. He then punched him
twice and kicked him before
police sto the attack.

He left the pitch shouting
"the referee's been bought by
Flamengo" into the micro-
phones of radio and television
reporters,

Valtenir was released by po-
lice after being charged and re-
fused to make any comment.

His actions soured what
should have been a night of
glory for the part-timers who
came from the small city of Rio
Branco, in the heart .of the
Amazon rain forest near the
border with Peru.

Most of the players had
never visited Rio de Janeiro be-
fore and had only dreamt of
playing in the Maracana.

o Branco won the first leg
of the second-round tie 1-0 at
home last week when Flamengo
sent a reserve team to spare
their star players the exhaust-
ing plane journey.

On Thursday, they held on
until the last minute of the first
half when Romario scored for
Flamengo. Romario scored
again r the interval.

The Copa Brasil involves the
winners of the 27 state champi-
onships played throughout the
country is designed to give
teams from remoter areas the
chance to play against the big

clubs.

Flamengo joined Atletico
Paranaense, Vitoria, Gremio,
Corinthians, Internacional,

Ceara and Palmeiras in the last
eight.

M United may

go to court

LONDON, Apr .13: Manch-
ester United may consider legal
action to force an extension of
the Premier league season after
officials rellccted their plea on
Thursday for help in easing a
fixture backlog, reports Reuter.

Championship leaders
United still have six league
games and at least one Euro-

an Cup match to squeeze in
fore the May 11 line.
But their request fell on dead

ears as the Premier league's
two-man board saw no reason
to lengthen the season.

United chairman Martin
Edwards was furious at the de-
cision. branded the officials
‘amateurs” and vowed that
United would appeal and con-
sider legal actions
"The Premier

posed to be the best in
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Asian junior

badminton

MANILA, Apr 13: Third seed
Taufik Hidayat of Indonesia
and China's Gong Ruina won
the boys' and girls’ singles com-
ﬂ:titmn Sunday in impressive

nal round victories in the
Asian junior badminton cham-
pionship, reports AP.

China dominated three of
five games in the final round of
the seven-day competitions but
suffered a humiliating defeat at
the hands of Malaysia when
two top Chinese players lost in
the boys' doubles at the Ninoy

. Aquino stadium.

The 16-year-old Hidayat
from Bandong, Java, recovered
from a slow start on the first set
to beat China's Chen Hong, 15-
11, 15-27 in the boys' singles
match.

Gong Ruina of China won
over compatriot Zhou Mi, 11-5,
11-5, to take the girls' singles,

‘I'm very happy,"” said the
slim Hidayat. who played with
powerful forehand drives. He
advanced to the finals with a
stunning upset victory over top
seed Xia Xuanze of China in
Saturday's games.

In the mixed doubles compe-
tition, top seed Cheng Rui and
Gao Ling of China played with
awesome teamwork to beat
Malaysians Chan Chong Ming
and Limn Pek Siah, 15-7, 15-9.
The Chinese duo capitalised on
the Malaysians' poor defense to
win the match in 45 minutes.

In the girls' doubles, China's
Gao Ling and Yang Wei domi-
nated Malaysians Chor Hooi
Yee and Lim Pek Siah, winning
by 15-10. 15-8.

Malaysia retaliated by
scoring an upset in the boys'
doubles competition.

Malaysian Chang Chong
Ming and Jeremy Gan beat top
favorite Zhang Yi and Cai Yun
of China. 15-6, 15-3.

The competition, which
opened Monday, included teams
from Singapore, Iran, Macau,
India, the Philippines, Viet-
nam, FPakistan, Cambodia,
Nepal, Burma, Bangladesh,
Kazakstan and Syria.

Bausch and
Lomb marks
history

AMELIA ISLAND, Florida,
Apr 13: Upsets continued to
haunt top-seeded players at the
Bausch and Lomb Champi-
onships. with only one of the
first seven making the semifi-

nals, reports AP.
M i Pierce. the eleventh

seed, handily defeated No 2
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario of
Spain 6-2, 6-1, Friday night.

Pierce said experience was
the key.

Tve played Aranixa quite a
few tim?s, an;:l thelliut btéh:tlzl
maybe four times 1Ve
hcr}:" Pierce said. "l think I
know her game and feel [ know
the right way to play her."

Sanchez-Vicario said her
head wasn't in the game.

"Against Mary, yoyu have to
hit gg:p shots, and my shots
were coming up short,” she
said. "She was returning them
for winners and took control of
the match. She was the better

player tonight."
’Y‘wu more top seeds went

down to defeat in quarterfinal
lay Friday afternoon, when
ﬂra Majoli surprised fourth-
seeded Conchita Martinez 1-6,
6-3, 6-3. Amanda Coetzer also
continued her hot play with a 6-
2. 6-4 triumph over sixth-
seeded Mary Joe Fernandez.
This is the first time in the
“history of the tournament that
at least one of the top five
seeded players failed to a ce
to the semifinals. Top-seeded
Jana Novotna was defeated
Thursday night.

Majoli, the eighth seed in the
tournament despite her No 9
standing in the world, appeared
overmatched in the o ng set
against Martinez. Majoli lost
the first five games, winning
just five points.

Majoli went on to lose the
first set 1-6, then lost her serve
in the first game of the second
set when she had consecutive
double faults. But she won a
marathon game on Martinez's
serve in the second and man-
aged to stave off a comeback.

In the deciding third set, Ma-
joli broke Martinez four of five
times en route. That put Majoli
not the semifinals against
Pierce.

Coetzer was in total control
in her match nst Fernan-
dez. The 12th-seeded Coetzer
needed just 35 minutes to sweep
the first set. She battled Fer-

nandez on even terms through
eight of the second, be-

fore holding her serve and
breaking Fernandez at love in
the final game.

No 6 Lindsay Davenport was
even more dominating in her
58-minute 6-2, 6-2 win over un-
seeded German Jana Kandarr.
She held service in her first two
attempts of both sets, but Dav-
enport won the last five
in each to earn the t to meet
Coetzer in Saturday's semifi-
nal.

Wrestling in
Iran on

TEHRAN, Apr 13; The 12th
Asian Greco-Roman and free-
style wrestling tournament
opened here on Saturday. re-
ports Xinhua.

The tournament, which runs
for a week, drew 13 countries
and regions, including entries
from China, Japan, South Ko-
rea, DPR Korea, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, India and the
host Iran.

Most wrestlers of South Ko-

" rea, Kazakhstan and Iran had

competed in the 26th Olympic
Games in ﬁﬂm_ ta last summer.



