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‘Govt to evaluate performance

of pry school teachers

Education Minister AS H K
Sadigue yesterday said the gov-
ernment has taken up plans 1o
introduce a programme to eval-
uate the performance of the
primary school teachers. re-
ports UNB.

To overcome the qualitative
and intrastructural problems of
the primary education sector. a
number ol steps have already
been taken. he said while
speaking at a dialogue on the
occasion of publication of an
"Independent Review of
Bangladesh's Development.” .

Organised by the Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD). the dis-
cussion was participated by pol-
icy-makers ol the government,
academnics. officials. and repre-
sentatives ol dilterent donor
agencies and NGOs.

Speaking on the CPD study
on primary education., con-
ducted by Prof Muzaffar
Ahmed. the minister said the
government now plans to spend
more for this sector as Lthe Ku-
drat-e-Khuda Commission re-
port recommended that 60 per
cent of the total education bud-
get should go to the primary ed-
ucation sector.

At present. there is no effec-
tive system for evaluating the
teachers' performances. he said,

adding the government has
planned to introduce an evalu-
ation procedure instead of the
existing routine monitoring
sysiem.

He told the lunction that due
lo several socio-economic prob-
lems the standard of quality ot
teachers could not be ensured.
while, the non-government
teachers could not be provided
training for lack of infrastruc-
tural facilities. ;

But the government has
taken decision to introduce a
crash programme for (heir
training though it is not sutfi-
cient for achieving the goal, he
said.

Sadique said that a high-
powered committee was work-
ing on the overall problems of
the primary education sector
and the government would de-
cide its policies on the seclor al-
ter receiving the recommenda-
tions.

In his study, Prof Muzallar
Ahmed. a renowned economist,
suggested that il the foundation
of "our education has to be
strong we need to pay more at-
tention to the quality of the ed-
vcators and the quality of
teaching malterials besides im-
proving the physical environ-
ment for curricular and co-cur-

ricular activities with a more
creative and innovative bias.”
The study noted that the en-
rollment particularly, the en-
rollment of female students
have increased and rate ot drop-
out have reduced in the recent
riod.
P Bul the standard of educ:ﬂ-
tion could not be ensured as de-
sired as according to conven-
tional standard, about 50 per
cent ol students achieve mini-
muin compelence securing only

30 per cent marks in all sub-
jeets. the study said.
Rehman Sobhan, who

chaired the function, said the
objective of the CPD study is to
review the problems and
achievements in different sec-
tors from a non-partisan angle
and the CPD study reports will
be made available to the coun-
try's policy-makers including
the MPs for necessary action.

Former member of the
Planning Comimission Kazi Fa-
zlur Rahman. member of the
commission Kazi Shamsul
Alam. senior research fellow of
BIDS Mahmud Alam, UNESCO
representative Dr Ansar All
Khan. Shamsi Hossain of GSS,
Monika Malakar of SIDA and
Anwarul Haq of Primary Edu-
cation Departinent also spoke
on the occasion.

Mohiuddin Ahmed dead

From Page 1

several times. He breathed his
last at 8.15 in the morning.

Born on Janu 15 in 1925
at village Gulishakhali in
greater Barisal district, Mohi-
uddin had his graduation from
Brozo Mohon College in 1948.

He played active role in
Pakistan movement in early
1940s as a member of Nikhil
Bharat Chhatra Féderation and
then Nikhil Bangiyo Muslim
Chhatra League.

Mohiuddin was the general
secretary of Nadia district Mus-
lim Chhatra League 1943-44,
Barisal district Chhatra League
1945-46 and general secretary
of Barisal district Muslim
League from 1947 to 1950.

n 1951, he was elected gen-
eral secret of Purba Bangla
Muslim League and secretary of
the convening committee of

Pakistan Ganatantri Dal in
1953-56.
Mohiuddin was elected

member of the state assembly
in 1954 on Juktofront ticket. In
1956, he joined Awami League
and next year he joined Na-
tional Awami party (NAP).

He returned to Awami League
in 1973 and was elected MP in
the country's first parliamen-
tary election. He was also an
elected member of assembly in
1970, and member of the Jatiya
Sangsad in 1979 and 1991. He
was Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the 1979 parliament.

Mohiuddin was the president
of Afro-Asian People's Sol-
idarity Council 1968-72. In his
long political career, he was
jailed in 1941, 1943, 1946, 1950
and 1958-1962.

A close political associate of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Mohiuddin left be-
hind his wife, two sons, a
daughter and a host of political
colleagues, relations and ad-
mirers to mourn his death.

Namaj-e-janaza for Mohi-
uddin was held at the Baitul
Mukarram Mosque after Asr
prayers yesterday and another

anaza will be held at Motbaria
hool playground in Pirojpur
tod Ja at 9 am.
e will be buried at Mirpur
Intellectuals’ Graveyard today
after Johr prayers, family

sources said. .
President Shahabuddin

Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Speaker of the
Jativa Sangsad Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury have ex-

pressed deep shock al the death
of Mohiuddin Ahmed.

In a condolence message, the
Prime Minister said the late
leader had dedicated his whole
life to the welfare of the people
and stru
the right of the masses. "l fee
the pain of losing one of my
dear ones," she added.

Recalling the life-long strug-
gle of this dedicated politician,
the Prime Minister said that
Mohiuddin Ahmed was a
classmate of the Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in Calcutta Is-
lamia College. He also took part
in the hunger strike demanding
Bangla as state language when
he was in custody along with
Bangabandhu in 1952.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her deep sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
family and prayed for the peace
of the departed soul.

30 injured in
Khagrachhari clash

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 12: At
least 30 persons were injured
during a clash between two
groups of tribals and non-trib-
als today in Maizchhari bazar
area under Mohalchhari thana
of Khagrachhari hill district.

Of the injured, four persons
were brought to the Chittagong
Medical College Hospital while
the rest were admitted to the lo-
cal hospital. ,

Police said the trouble began
at around noon centreing the
beating up of a non-tribal pick-
pocket at the bazar by some
tribal people.

The incident angered a group
of non-tribals that led to a two
hour-long clash with the trib-
als, police added. |

Police rushed to the spot to

brirllg the situation under con-
trol.
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Restaurant worker
killed in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Apr 12: A
restaurant worker was killed by
his colleague at West Moth-
erbari Railgate area in Double-
mooring thana here today, re-
ports UNB.

Police said Rusel. 20, an em-
ployee ol Mehraj hotel. was
killed by one of his colleague at
6:30 this morning following an
altercation at the hotel.

The body was sent to the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital for aulopsy and none
was arrested in this connection.
However. the accused was ab-
sconding.

City AL extended

meet today
By Our Correspondent

An extended 'me:;:ting of the

Dhaka city unit of Awami
League will be held at the party's
ceniral office at Bangabandhu
Avenue at 6 pm today.

Flights

From Page 1

n.-:--::e;ve their relations I[rom the
CGult courntries.

Biman's new

schedule
BSS adds: Biman resched-

uled all its incoming and outgo-

ing western flights, said a press
release yesterday.

According to the new sched-
ule. Biman's flights on April 11
will operate from Dhaka in the
following manner: BG 003 Lon-
don, Paris will depart at 11:30
pm on April 12, BG 049 Doha,
Jeddah at 11 pm on April 12, BG
009 New York at 7 pm on April
13. BG 078 Hong Kong at 0:30
am on April 13, BG 070 Kuala
Lumpur, Singapore at 1 am and
BG 033 Calcuita at 3 am on
April 13.

The new schedule for the
flights on April 12 is: BG 029
Bombay. Dubai will depart at
7:30 am on April 13. BG 005
London at 4:00 am on April 14
and BG 019 Karachi, Muscat at
1:00 pm on April 13.

The passengers who booked
on different Biman flights have
been requested to maintain
contact with the Motijheel sales
office as well as the airport of-
fice regarding re-scheduled

flight departure and arrival
times.
Meanwhile, all the Hajj

flights of Biman for both ba
lottee and non-ballotiee pil-

| grims have been completed.

The Baily Star

Pre-budget consultation

Kibria exchanges views
with NGO representatives

As part of pre-budget consul-
tation, Finance Minister Shah
AMS Kibria yesterday ex-
changed views with the repre-
sentatives of non-governmen-
tal organisations on a wide
range of budgetary measures,
reports UNB.

Issues like pavertf allevia-
tion, eradicating illiteracy,
mother and child health-care,
family , and rehabili-
tation of slum dwellers and
river-erosion-affected people
came up for discussion.

Besides, s of the
ment institutions,
environment conservation,
drainage and river excavation,
and flourishment of silk indus-
try were discussed and recom-
mendations put forward.

Kibria said as the NGOs are
playing an important role in
the country's development,
opinion of their leaders is of
great significance in formulat-

ing a e-oriented

gﬂm leaders th the
finance minister for giving
them a chance to express their
opinion in the budget-making
process.

They stressed the need for
proper allocation in different
sectors for the solution of dif-
ferent problems.

Terming the present rela-
tions between the government
and the NGOs as supportive,
Kibria said the recommenda-

Biman reaches
Jeddah with 1000
Hayjj pilgrims

A Biman Bangladesh Air-
lines flight carrying about
1,000 Bangladeshi Hajj pil-
grims safely reached Jeddah
amidst transport strike by offi-
cers and employees of Indian
Civil Aviation. according to a
message received in Dhaka yes-
terday, reports UNB.

The flight., that failed to
communicate with the Indian

Civil Aviation authorities due
to the strike. was delayed and

finally left Dhaka for Jeddah
on Friday.

It was also carrying a par-
liamentary delegation. led by
Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury. Other members ol
the delegation are: State Minis-
ter for Religious Affairs Mau-
lana Nurul Islam and Forest
and Environment Minister
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury.

Syrian Vice
President, FM
leave ZIA

Syrian Vice-President Abdul
Halim Khaddam and Foreign
Minister Shahraih left Zia In-
ternational Airport yesterday
afternoon alter a day's stop over
forced by Indian air traffic
controllers’ strike, reports
UNB.

The two Syrian leaders were
on their way back home from
China but the aircraft carrying
them could not land in New
Delhi to retuel due to the sirike.

Poet Sufia Kamal
advised to take
complete rest

Doctors have advised Poet
Sufia Kamal to take complete
bed-rest for three more months,
a family source said yesterday,
reports BSS,

A panel of doctors, after a
thorough check-up over the
weekend, said the 86-year-old
poet is yet to gain enough
strength to attend public func-
Uﬂns and meet people person-
ally.

Poet Sufia Kamal is suffer-
ing from arthritis, -blood pres-
sure irregularities and insom-
nia besides her old-age compli-
cations.

The poet has been bed-ridden
since November last year.

tions put forward by the NGOs
wmldpl‘;c considered with due
importance during budget for-
mulation.

sentatives of ADAB,
B , UCEP, CCDB, GSS,
Shakti Foundation, CARE, Ni-
jera Kori and Proshika, among
others, attended the consulta-
tive meeting held in the Fi-
nance Ministry's conference
room.

JS body discusses
Pvt members’ Bill

A meeting of the standing
committee on 'Privet Members
Bill and Private Members Reso-
lutions' was held at the Sangsad
Bhaban yesterday, reports UNB.

The meeting, presided over
by the committee president Col
(retd) Shawkat Ali. also dis-
cussed Bill to amend some arti-
cles of the Constitution brought
by Salauddin Quader Chowd-
hury MP and decided to place a
report in the parliament in this
regard.

The meeting also discussed
"Private Company lofficials
and employees) Condition ol
Service Bill 1996." said an olli-
cial handoult.

Yasmin murder

From Page 1
the prosecution counsel for his
"contradictory submission” in
the court. The other PW, Amir
Ali, a trader of "Daasmile” in
his submission narrated how
Yasmin was lifted by the police

at dead of night on August 24,
1995. He also submitted that in

the next morning her body was
recovered from a place about
five miles off the Dinajpur-
Saidpur highwatm

e court, adjournment
on March 15 last, had recorded
depositions of 34 PWs out of to-
tal 54.

Hearing will resume tomor-
row.

The nine accused are — for-
mer police superintendent of
Dinajpur Abdul Muttaleb, for-
mer Kotwali thana Officer-in-
Charge Mahtab Hussain, for-
mer Kotwali thana SI Swapon
Kumar Chakravarty, former Of-
ficer-in-Charge of DSB Matiur
Rahman, former Kotwali thana
ASI Jahangir Alam and Moinul
Haque, former police line con-
stable Abdus Sattar, former po-
lice line driver Amrita fgt
Barman and,Dr Md Mohsin.
medical officer of Dinajpur
General Hospital.

- Parul killing
None arrested

so far
By Staff Correspondent

None was arrested so far in
connection with the killing of a
garments worker in the city
about a week ago.

Parul. mother of two, sus-
tained serious burn injuries on
April 7 when two terrorists set
fire to her body at her house be-
side lhe town protection em-
bankment in Mohammadpur,
police said.

Daughter of one Abdul
Khaleq. Parul. 24, died at the
DMCH Friday afternoon, hospi-
tal sources said.

Meanwhile. Home Minister
Raligqul Islam visited the house
yvesterday allernoon and an-
nounced a reward of Tk 30,000
for information leading to the
arrest of the accused, according
lo a senior police official.

The police official said last
night the terrorists Hasan and
Babul attacked Parul as they
lailed to rape her. Police were
hunting the terrorists. The
Sammilita Nari Samaj (SNS)
protested the killing of Parul. It
demanded exemplary punish-
ment of the persons involved in
the incident.

The SNS will hold a protest
rally in [ront of the Jatiya
Press Club on April 15, said a
press release.

.Spl Economic Zone

From Page 1

The major economic task
facing the government is to
tackle the enormous problem of
unemployment.

The report, in this regard,
said the government should ac-
celerate pace of industrialisa-
tion through promoting domes-
tic and foreign investment,
creating a more market-driven
economy strengthening the role
of private sector.

The study team has suggested
a 25-year plan with five years
interval planning period, styled
"Chittagong Industrial Devel-
opment Plan (CIDP).

It has been worked out indi-
cating general development di-
rections at well as Fene.ral phys-
ical expansion of Chittagong
district. :

Major development compo-
nents of the plan are: overall
infrastructural development of
the metropolitan area, includ-
ing creation of a new industrial
city on the southern bank of
river Karnaphuli.

The plan also includes con-
struction of new crossing over
the Karnaphuli, a new deep sea
harbour with modern con-
tainer-handling facilities and a
new modern international air-
port.

The study team has identi-
fied four Special Industrial De-
velopment Regions (SIDR) —
Chittagong, Dhaka, Sylhet and
Khulna — and s ted enact-
ment of a law for establishing
.Special Economic Zones.

With the SIDR, the study
team suggested, SEZs should be
established with high-quality
physical environment where
investment will be encouraged

}» with attractive fiscal and non-

fiscal incentives and other fa-
cilities. :

The study team has identi-
fied the area for the first SEZ on
the southern bank of Karna-

huli in around 275 hectares of
and. The development and
construction cost of the pro-
gosed SEZ has been estimated
2 million US dollars, and land
acquisition cost 3.45 million
dollars.

The development and con-
struction cost should be met
with 30 per cent equity and 70
per cent long-tern loan.

The tnrg-term loan may be
arranged from Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), Overseas
Economic Cooperation Fund
(OECF) of Japan and local

banks, the report suggested.

Among the principal pro-

jects and pr es s

in the study report, priority
should be to the construc-
tion of Karnaphuli river-
crossing and a deep sea port off
Chittagong seaport.
Construction cost of a river-
crossing over the Karnaphuli
through a or tunnel is es-
timated at million dollars

“and construction of deep sea

will cost about a billion US
ollar, the report added.
Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria, E Minister Noor
Uddin Khan, te Minister for
LGRD and Coo atives
Abul Hossain, State Minister
for Planning Dr Mohiuddin
Khan Alﬁr, State Minister
for Jute extiles M Faezul
Hugq. Cabinet Secretary Ataul
Hugq, to the
Prime Minister Dr S A Samad
and secretaries concerned were

present in the meeting.
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Thai trawler with
22 crew 1
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 12: The
navy personnel this morning
impounded a Thai fishing
trawler and arrested its 22 crew
on a charge of illegal fishin
inside the territorial waters o

Ban{%{ad:ah_

They were taken in to cus-
tody near the Saint Martin's
Island.

The crew were handed over
to the Port thana police this af-
ternoon.

Police said the crew would be
serit to the court tomorrow.

Hasina leaves for

Makkah tomorrow

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will leave Dhaka for
Makkah tomorrow to perform

the holy Hafj‘]l reports UNB.
A VVIP flight of Bangladesh

Biman will carry the Prime
Minister to the holy city. She is
expected to return home on
April 20.

3000 vehicles
stranded at
3 ferry ghats

MANIKGANJ, Apr 12: About
3.000 vehicles remained stran-
ded at Aricha. Nagarbari and
Daulatdia ferry ghats today as
Eid rush in passenger traffic
gradually started, reports UNB.
~ *Local BIWTA and BIWTC
sources said the traffic jam was
due to inadequate number of
ferry and arrival of huge vehi-
cles ahead of Eid-ul-Azha.

A long queue of transport
has already crossed four kilo-
metres on the Dhaka-Aricha
highway from the terminal.

BIWTC put serial to 2,000
vehicles for ferrying at the
three terminals and there were
1.000 more beyond the serial 1o
cross river Padma and Jamuna.

BIWTC chairman and its
other high officials visited
Aricha ghat today.

JS body reviews
agency reports
on Shima’s death

The 4th meeting of parlia-
mentary enquiry committee on
"The death of Shima Chowd-

hmgr in Chittagong Jail" was
held at Jatiya S Bhaban
yesterday, reports UNB.

Presided over by committee
chairman Forei Minister
Abdus Samad Azad, the meeting
reviewed the reports related to
the death of Shima received
through different agencies.

The meeting decided that the
committee members would visit
Chittagong after Eid-ul-Azha to

ather more information about
the incident.

It urged all concerned to
work actively for p an ac-
ceptable report before the next
parliament session, said a press
release.

Committee members Col
(retd) Shawkat Ali, Opposition
Chief Whip Khandker Delwar
Hossain, zi Shamsur Rah-
man and Prof Khaleda Khanam
attended the meeting.

Home Secretary Shafiur
Rahman, Inspector General of
Police M Azizul Haq, IG (Prison)
Brig Waliur Rahman Chowd-
hury and officials were also
present.

Rebel leaders
From Page 1

by May. subnussion of HM Er-
shad's resignation betore the
council session. democratisa-
lion of the party constitution
and resignation of party secre-
tary general Anwar Hossain
Manju from his cabinet post in
Awami League government to
make the JP a truly opposition
party. They also demanded an
end to "scandals" centering the
party chairman. the sources
said.

When contacted Naziur
Rahman Man{'u, additional sec-
retary general ol JP said, "Res-
ignation of party chairman HM
Ershad from his post and that
of secretary general Anwar
Hossain Manju from the cabi-
net do not arise.”

Meanwhile, it is learnt from
party sources that some mid-
ranking leaders of the party
persuaded the three top-rank-
ing leaders yesterday to "keep it
intact.”

Naziur Rahman Manju told
The Daily Star last night that
they were looking forward to
the presidium meeting sched-
uled for April 14. According to
him letters regarding the meet-
ing have been sent to all the
presidium members from the
party secretariat.

When contacted after their
meeting. the three "rebel lead-
ers” told The Daily Star that
convening of a meeling at any
level of the JP would not solve
the present crisis unless these
issues were addressed.

“The ball is now in the court
of Ershad.” commented one of
them adding, "il the secretary
general fails to convene the
meeting of the council by May,
the next person after him will
call the meeting."

Asked if he meanut that the

" additional secretary general

would then convene the meet-
ing, he said, "the constitution of
the party does nol recognise

| that post.” He did not elaborate.

Gowda’'s government in
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Lett make
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4 jailed for killing
housewife

in Magura

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Apr 12: The
mother in-law husband of a
housewife were sentenced to life
termm imprisonment for killing
the housewife and two others
were given five years' terms in a
judgement by the Additional

istrict and Sessions Judge's
court here recently.

Judge Md Golam Rabbani
awarded life term to Fuljan
Nesa, 60 .and her son Atiar
Rahman, 34, and five years im-
prisonment to Awal and Ayub.
Two other accused, Samser and
Abir, were acquitted.

The prosecution case in brief
is that Sabina. 19, wife of Atiar,
was beaten to death at her hus-
band's house at Balarampur vil-
lage in the district on April
24.1995. A UD case was lodged
with the local thana in this
connection. Later. the police
getting post mortem report filed
case against the convicted per-
SOns

Dhaka keeping

From Page 1
Minister's office and Lhe For-
eign Ministry were keeping
themselves abreast of the de-
velopments in India. sources
concerned said.

The last general elections in
India that ultimately paved the
way for the formation ol Dt-lw-
the
middle of last year coincided
with the change of government
in Bangladesh. ; :

Both the governments
moved quickly to improve
Bangladesh-India relations.
Most significant was.the sign-
ing of the 30-year Ganges water
sharing agreement,

An important geeting of the
Joint Economic Commission
(JEC) was also held where de-
tailed agreed miriutes on trade
and economic cooperation was
signed. A meeting of the Joint
Working Group (JWG) on cross-
border related issues. including
that of curbing terrorism, was
also held. ,

During the tenure of the
United Front government, fresh
negotiations were conducted
paving the way for a new round
of repatriation of Chakma
refugees.

However, a crucial review of
the progress of the water accord,
against the backdrop of the low
flow of the Ganges, could not
take place as a scheduled minis-
terial-level meeting of the Joint
Rivers Commission was aban-
doned.

Mannan Bhuiyan

From Page 1

deeds. We want to launch the
agitation along with all na-
tionalist democratic and fpatrh
otic forces, no matter if they
are leftist, rightist or centrist,"
he said. BNP will launch anti-
a?vemment agitations after

e Eid-ul-Azha, the party sec-
retary general said.

Asked about his party's cur-
rent move to ally itself with the

"anti-liberation forces.,” the
BNP leader remarked, "We
would like to launch the

planned agitation with those
whose present positions are for
independence, democracy and
national development.”
Reacting to the President's
fresh call to the political par-
ties to sever relations with the
student organisations to end
campus terrorism, Mannan
Bhuiyan said, "President’s con-
cerns against campus terrorism
are justified ...But cutting off

our relations with the student

bodies is not the solution. The
government must be sincere in
curbing terrorism in educa-
tional institutions.” -

He reiterated his party's
stance that fair polls could not
be held under the present "par-
tisan" Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC). He said that his
party would consider contest-
ing any polls including the by-
election in a Manikganj con-
stituency only when the CEC
resigned. He warned that his

party would resist holding of
anEy polls under the present
CEC. A Jatiya Sangsad seat
from Manikganj district has
fallen -vacant following the
death of BNP MP Nizamuddin
Ahmed.

Asked about BNP's allega-
tion of rigging in the June 12
general elections held under a
caretaker government, Mannan
Bhuiyan said, "Now we'll have
to evolve measures how fair
polls can be held under a care-
taker administration.”

Kenya post
From Page 1

wickel lor only iwo. Kenya were
threateningly reduced to 15 for
two.

The strong band of Bangla-
deshi supporters at the stands
and crores at home went wild
when Khaled Mahmud Sujon
took a spectacular catch fronr
his own bowling to send Gupta
for 15.

But then Steve Tikolo and
Odumbe. the two prolific run-
getters ol Kenya, changed the
whole complexion of the game
displaying some exciting cri
chket.

Bangladesh, who have also a
quite convincing batting line-
up. will have to score 4 84 runs
per gver to win the match,

orecard on Page 11)

JCD-BCL clash
at Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH. Apr 12: Two po-
licemen were seriously injured
during a clash between the ac-
tivists of the Bangladesh Chha-
tra League and the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal here this evening.
Eyewitnesses said the clash
started when some BCL activists
reached the venue of JCD
council session at 6-30 pm.
Both the ps made chase and
counter-chase. Later the dias of
council meeting was ransacked
allegedly by the BCL workers.
CESP Doste Mohammad and
Habilder Bashar received in-
juries during the clash. They
were rushed to the Jhenidah
Sadar Hospital.
The JCD activists also dam-
aged a petrol pump and some
shops. j

Baby beaten
- todeath

By Staff Correspondent

A minor boy, reporiedly as-
saulted by his father aboul two
weeks ago, died in the cily yes-
lerday morning.

Joni, about one r old, was
severely beaten by his father,
Toyeb Ali. who also beat his
mother, Rehana. in their house
at Tejkunipara following a
[amily feud. The boy succumbed
to his injuries at about 8 am,
police and the .Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
sources said.

Rehana left her husband's
house and shifted to a place in
Kamrangirchar a few da{ls ago.

Lalbagh police took the body
to the DMCH morgue for au-
topsy. An unnatural death case
has been filed.

PM: Govt firm
From Page 1

the standard ol education, the
Prime Minister said that her
government would enunciate a
modern education policy. based
on science. technology and neec
of the hour in the light ol the
famous Dr Kudrat-e-Khuda Ed-
ucation Policy.

The Prime Minister. while
speaking on her government's
vow to eradicate the curse of il-
literacy from Lhe country,
called upon the teachers to de-
plu{ the students in this noble
task. :

The Prime Minister urged
the teachers to help her gov-
ernment streamline that edu-
cation system as well as to stop
leakage of question papers.
copying in the examination
}aﬂ's and other illegal prac-
tices. -

The Prime Minister also
urged them to remain vigilant
against the motives of these
who wanted to fish in the trou-
bled water through creating ar-
tificial issues by setting fires on
college buildings. jute-godowns,
disrupting examinations and
fuelling illegal activities and
patronising violence and ter-
rorism.

Earlier, the federation lead-
ers hailed the decision of the
Prime Minister to relegale the

responsibility of the chancellor
lo the President.

They extended total support
to the Prime Minister in her ef-
forts to build a &rnspcrnus
hunger-free Bangladesh.

Earlier. one minute silence
was observed as a mark of re-
spect to the father of the nation.

Intense parleys
From Page 1

its leader.

But in a significant devel-
opment Congress law-
makers - protested party chief
Sitaram Kesri's decision to
withdraw support to the coali-
tion and triggering the crisis,
Press Trus:tngf India news

ency reported.

- At‘i}c:ut 150 Congress law-
makers of both houses of par-
liame!pthhaw - a meet-
ing of the party to mFaml
tﬁﬁt}r for what they called "a
blunder,” PTI said.

Meanwhile, the rightwing
Bharatiya Janata Party — the
largest group in Parliament —
m-:lg to explore the possibility of
coming to T.

“WE hamnt been able to
talk to any regional party” of
the Front, said BJP s
Sushma Swaraj. BJP was in

r for 13 days last May, but
could not find a majority.

President Sharma will now
have to decide which group has
the best chance to a vi-
able coalition.

But the numbers in parlia-

ment do not add up to a
majority. The United Front has
178 members, the 140

and the BJP and its 193 in
the 545-member lower house.

The t needs a major-
ity oj 272 seals.

The political uncertainty
has worried trade groups that
fear the momentum of the eco-

nomic reforms will be lost.
"The fall of the government
and the manner in which it has
ha has caused deep sad-
ness in the Indian industry”,
said Shekhar Datta, chief of the
Confederation of Indian Indus-

, the largest trade bocg
u-yﬂth:r iﬁultﬂﬂ and busi-
ness organisations expressed
similar views.

Today's newspapers were
outraged by Congress chief
Kesri's sudden withdrawal of
support. In a front- edito-
rlas, the mwﬂmuwmm

ress newspaper ac-
Eﬂ?] was “crass, unthinking, ir-
responsible.” '



