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3 children burnt
alive 1n city
slum fire

By Statt Correspondent

At least thiree children. two
of them sisters. were burnt alive
in a fire at a slum at Pallabi in
the city Friday night.

The victims were identilied
as Jyotsna, 5, and Sharmin. 3.
daughters of one Abul Kashen,.
and Parul, 4. daughter ol Abul
Kalam. They were caught in the
fire which razed through the
slum at Bauniabad. Pallabi. in
Mirpur Section-11. police and
fire service sources said.

Their parents were oulside
the houses when the fire broke
out.

About eight makeshift hou-
ses were damaged in the fire.

Police. quoting the local
people said the fire originated
from a lamp in a house at about
10:30 pm Friday.

Fire fighters took about an
hour to extinguish the lire.
They handed over the bodies to
the Pallabi police.

The bodies were latér sent to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

PM calls on
President

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yeslerday called on
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
at Bangabhaban and discussed
with him the overall situation
ol the country, reports UNB.

An official at Bangabhaban
did not disclose what specific
issues the Prime Minister had
discussed with the President,
but said during the meeting the
Prime Minister discussed the
procrammes to observe the Mu -
jibnagar Day.

" President Shahabuddin
Ahmed is likely to attend (he
main function of the day at Mu-
jibnagar on April 17. |
~ Hasina also apprised him ot
her intention to perform Haljj
this year. :

Later. Home Minister Major
(Rtd) Rafiqul lslam also called
on the President at Bangabha-
ban. He also told the President
that he is going to Mekka to per-
lorm Hajj this year.

Steps to check
leakage of HSC
question papers

A meeting of the chairmen of
Secondary and Higher Sec-
ondary Education Boards was
held yesterday with Education
Minister A S H K Sadique in the
chair, reports UNB.

The meeting reviewed differ-
ent preparatory activities of the
HSC examination, beginning
on May 8.

It decided to ensure that the
?uestiun papers are protected
rom leakage while being sent
to district level.

Besides, the meeting also de-
cided that the deputy commis-
sioners and TNOs would exam-
ine the trunks containing the
question papers before the start
of examination.

Khaleda’s Khulna
rally today

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia will address
a public meeting today at the
Khulna Circuit House ground,
reports UNB.

Central and local leaders of
the party will also address the
meeting organised by Khulna
District and City BNP. said a
press release yesterday.

— Inside Today
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JICA report on industrialisation of Ctg presented to PM

Special Economic Zone
Act to be promulgated

The government, on princi-
ple, has decided to promulgate
the Special Economic Zone
(SEZ) Act under which concen-
trated industrial belts would be
set up in particular areas for
rapid industrialisation and
economic growth of the country,
report agencies.

The decision came when the
study report on industrial de-
velopment of Chittagong region
was placed before Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina at her secre-
tariat office yesterday.

The study, conducted by the
Japan Industrial Cooperation
Agency (JICA), was designed to
formulate a comprehensive
plan for the industrial devel-
opment of Chittagong region,
the national gateway having in-

ternational port facilities and
an inherited trade and indus-
trial base.

Under the SEZ Act, Chit-
ta%nng Development Company
(CDC) would be set up for rapid
expansion of industries in the

region.

"The JICA study report sug-
gested development of Chit-
tagong as the country's indus-
trial heartland considering its
‘Peo-sirategic position'.

The plan, which estimates a
preliminary infrastructure de-
velopment cost of 1.39 billion
US dollars, aims at concentrat-
ing growth in particular area
for a rapid development of the
country.

The Japanese agency even
suggested that an industrial tri-
angle could be developed around
the Bay of Bengal with Chit-
tagong as its centre.

"Considering the geo-strate-
gic position of Bangladesh and
natural harbour or port loca-
tion of Chittagong in the
broader perspective, an indus-
trial triangle can be conceived
around the Bay of Bengal with
Chittagong region and Chit-
tagong-port at its apex.” it said.

One side of the triangle will
cover Calcutta, Madras.

Colombo and other side Yan-

on., Pukhet, Penang, even as
ar as Kuala Lumpur and Singa-
pore.

In consideration of geo-
graphical and functional char-
acteristics of Bangladesh, it is
logical consequence that Chit-
tagong should be developed as
the primary industrial base, the
report said.

JICA consultant Itaru Mae
placed the report in the meeting
with the Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was appreciative of the
report and asked the BOI (Board
of Investment) to study it
meticulously and bring well-
thought-out proposal to the
Cabinet for approval. '

She expressed optimism that
the country would be brought
under some more Special Eco-
nomic Zones in phases for
overall economic development
through rapid industrialisa-
Lion.

See Page 12 Col 4
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Kenya's Sandeep Gupta caught and bowled for 16 during the final of the ICC Trophy in Kuala Lumpur Yesterday,

Gowda to continue as caretaker PM

Intense parleys to form new
govt, avoid snap polls

NEW DELHI. Apr 12: A day
after voting outl the govern-
ment, the Congress Party said
today it is willing Lo again sup-
port the minority coalition if it
replaces its leader, H D Deve
Gowda, reports AP.

The United Front main-
tained an official position that
it would not choose another
leader. |

All three major (imlitical
groups huddled day and night to
try and form another govern-
ment to avoid a general elec-
tion. :

President Shankar Dayal
Sharma has not yet decided to
ask any group to form a gov-
ernment.

Shortly after Gowda lost a
confidence vote in parliament

Friday midnight, Sharma
asked him to continue as care-
laker prime minister until al-
lernate arrangements can be
made. Gowda cannot take ma-
jor policy decisions now.

All political parties want to
avoid the expense and the un-
certainty of another election.
The last one was held in May
and resulted in a hung parlia-
ment with no party or bloc
winning a majority.

Gowda's 14-party coalition
metl in his house twice today.
Party spokesman Jaipal Reddy
said the group will not support a

new.  government led by either

the Congress Party the
Bharatiya Janata Party.
"The question of change in

leadership does not arise be-

or

cause no such proposal was
moved by anyone on the steer-
ing committee,” Reddy said.
The Front faces the problem
of finding a suitable replace-
ment to Gowda, given the in-
tense rivalries among its re-
gional leaders. The new leader
alsc must be acceptable to the
Congress, whose support it
needs to form a government.
Congress forced Gowda's de-
feat in the confidence vote and
triggered a political crisis by
withdrawing support for his
10-month-old government.
While Congress has staked
its own_claim tg try to form a
government . it has also indi-
cated it might consider support-
ing the Fron! again if it changes
Scee Pave 12 Col 8

BNPdemonstration
at dist HQs today

By Statt Correspondent
The Bangladesh Nooaalist

Party (BNPY will hold denon-
strations at  alf the district

‘hendguarters dand subimit nieni-

oratida to the Deputy Comnmis-
winners today to protest the gov-
ernment activities ‘opposed to
the interest of the people and
Lhe counntry.,

As part ol the countrywide
progranune, the Dhaka district
unit ol BNP will organise a
rally in Iront ot the partys
Nayabazar city oflice at 10 am
and later submit a memoran-
cdum to the DC of Dhaka. said a
press release,

Meanwhile, the BNP has de-
lerred the civie reception o its
lour leaders released from jail
recently, The reception which
wits scheduled lor tomorrow
will now be held alter Eid-ul-
Azha. A iresh datle will be an
nounced later.

Rebel leaders
of JP place
4-pt demand
By Staft Correspondent

Jativa Party Presidium
members Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury and Shah Moazzaim
Hossain, altter a meeting here
vesterday. announced a lour-
point demand for immediate
implemenitation.

Kazi Zatar Ahmed. another
JP Presidium member who was
recently expelled from the

arty. also attended the meeting
Krl-:il_ at the residence ot Shal
Moazzam Hossain. according to
Ineeting sources

The denmatids are: convening
of a council session ol the party

See Page 12 Col 6
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Dhaka keeping

close watch over

changes in Delhi

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka is closely watching
the political developments in
New Delhi following the fall of
Indian Prime Minister Deve
Giowda's 14-party United Front
Government. :

"We are monitoring the po-
litical scene in India. However,
since its an internal matter we
would choose to remain tight-
lipped.” said a senior official of
the Ministryv ol Foreign Allairs,
on condition ol anonymity.

"Although these are internal
developients, but as India is
our biggest neighbour, the polit-
ical changes are bound to have
ramifications net only in
Bangladesh but in the entire
South Asian region, particu-

larly_in, the (F?M,ﬂ@ﬁ- [ foreign

another senior

policy.” sai

fﬂl‘t(i)%l minis olficial.
: cials at both the Prime
See Page 12 Col 7

Int'l flights
to and from
ZIA resume

By Staff Correspondent

International flights to a
from Zia International Airport
(ZIA) resumed yesierday alter-
noon following the end ol the
wildcat strike by the Indian Air
Traffic Controllers. ;

-The ights remained dis-
rupted lor nearly 24 hours.

The flirst flight that arrived
at ZIA in the evening was from
New York following the depar-
tures of the flights to Calcutta
by Biman Bangladesh Airlines.

But the situation at the air-

rt remained chaotic since the
light schedule was disrupted
Friday morning. Only two
flights. one from Calcutta and

| the other from Kuwait. could
| reach Dhaka on that day.

The departure lounge was
crowded with waiting passen-
gers. Hundreds of people also
gathered of the arrival lounge to

See Page 12 Col 3

' Yasmin murder:

2 more PWs

cross-examined

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Apr 12: Hearing
of the Yasmin rape and murder
case resumed today in the dis

| | trict and sessions judge's court.

Rangpur.
All the nine accused in the
case who are facing trial under

| Section 201 (34) of the Penal

Cocle were on the dock.
Two more prosecution wit-
Nnesses were cross examined to-

| day in the court by the prosecu-
| lion

and defence counsels.
During the hearing Kamrul
alias Helal, a journalist of Di-
najpur was declared hostile by
See Page 12 Col 5

B il

— AFP/UNB photo

Kenya post imposing total of 241

Steve Tikolo smashed a hur-
ricane hundred to help Kenya
post an imposing total of 241
against Bangladesh in the final
of the sixth International
Cricket Council (ICC) Trophy at
the Kilat Kelab ground in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday. :

But only one innings of the
grand finale of the two worthy
opponents could be completed
as overnight shower enforced a
delayed start yesterday. leaving
Bangladesh to stay back before
beginning their chase at 7.30
am (BST) today.

Organisers had to go for ev-
ery possible means, which also
included a chopper blower, to
dry out the soggy ground, and
the match eventually got un-

. derway after lunch, allowing

only 50 overs of play.

Allter calling the cpin cor-
rectly, skipper "Akram Khan,
instead of batting first. opted to
chase a set targel. Initially, his
ploy seemingly paid off as

Sports Reporter

Kenva were reduced to 58 for
three wickets. But Bangladesh's
success ended at that point in

the face of some excellent bat-

ting display from Steve Tikolo,

who scored a masterly 147 off
152 balls.

The sturdy right-hander.
who came into bat at his cus-
tomary position of number
four, whacked three huge sixes
and fifteen hits across the rope
to celebrate his first ton in the
22-nation meet.

Together with skipper Mau-
rice Odumbe, who scored a
workman-like 63-ball 43,
Tikolo put on 138 runs for the
fourth wicket to steer Kenya
from the mire to a commanding
position of 196 before the for-
mer fell seven runs short of a
chancy half-century.

Tikolo started his innings
duite cautiously and then grew
in confidence to punish all the
Bangladesh bowlers with an ar-
ray of shots. The Kenyan run-

machine, after surviving a cou-
ple of close calls while on ner-
vous nineties, virtually set the
field afire once he reached the
magical three-figure mark.

The swashbuckling innings
of Tikolo finally came to an end
when he was caught at deep off
the bowling of Khaled Mahmud
Sujon in the 48th over. But by
that time Kenya were strongly
placed at 230 for 6. Rafique, the
most expensive among the
Bangladesh bowlers, then
stymied the late onslaught with
two quick wickets to eventually
finish with three for 40 runs in
his six overs.

Earlier. Bangladesh had a
sensational start when new-
ball bowler Saiful Islam re-
turned make-shilt Kenyan ope-

- ner and vice-captain Asil -

rim for a duck in fifth ball ef

the innings. And when Lhe

right-arm seamer trap Oneé-

down Otieno leg belore the
See Page 12 Col 7

Govt firm to wipe out terrorism
from campus: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
lasina yesterday said her gov-

‘ernment is determined to wipr
oul terrorism and irregularities

Ironi the campus o enhance the
standard of education and re-
eslablish the dignity of teach-
ers. reporis BSS.

"We are loolh and nail
against the practice ol giving
arms to the students tor achiev-
ing political and other selfish
ends” Sheikh Hasina told a del-
egation ol the Bangladesh
Sikhak Samily Federation at
the International Conlerence
centre.

The Prime Minister pointed
oul that even when she was in

‘the opposition she handed over

books and khatas instead ol
arms to students.

Ecducation Minister AH S K
Sadigue, Federation chairman
Sheikh Mohammad Amanul-
lah. secretary general Kazi
Farugue Ahmed, president of

Corruption case
against ex-BNP
minister, 2 others

COX'S BAZAR. Apr 12: Auti-
¢ orruption Bureau today liled a
corruption case o with the loeal
police against three people in-
cludinge lorer state minister
for land Kabir Hossain, reports
LIND.

The two other accused in the
case are: APS to lormer Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and BNP
leader Salahuddin Ahmed MP
and his brother-in-law Mo-
hammad Habibur Rahman.

According to the case, H()
acres ol land i sadar thana
were illegally leased out to
Hahib during the previous BNP
regime:

Bangladesh College Sikhak
Samity Principal Zahirul Is-
lnin. secretary general ol
Bangladesh Madhymik (secon-
dary) Sikhak Samity Moha-

* mmad Selim Bhuiyan. presi-

dent of Bangladesh Sarkari
College Sikhak Samily
Principal Ali Akbar Khan and
secretary general of Bangladesh
Sarkari College Sikhak Pa-
rishad Mohammad Toha also
spoke on the occasion.

The Prime Minister urged
the federation members to im-
part such education and wisdom
to their pupils as they could
dhoulder the responsibility ol
running the nation in luture.
"You have to prepare our new
generation who could be able to
face very courageously the
challenges of the coming
century which would be tough
and competitive.” she said.

While speaking on raisiig

Sec Page 12 Col 8

Ahmed dead

Veteran politician, parlia-
mentarian and Awami League
presidium member Mohiuddin
Ahmed died of heart attack at
Suhrawardy Hospital yester-
day. He was 72, reports UNB.

Mohiuddin was hospitalised
on April 4 and operated upon

See Page 12 Col 1

JP bound to split: Mannan Bhuiyan

BNP Secretary General Ab-

' dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday

! divisions at

| sub-regional

said the "Jatiya Party is bound
to split because of the opposing
views ol its top leaders on some
fundamental national issues.’

The JP is gripped by sharp
the top level on
questions ol supporting the
Awami League government and
its moves regarding Ganges wa-
ter-sharing treaty. creation of a
forumm and other
pressing political matters, he
told The Daily Star and a few
other dailies at the Minto Road
official residence of the Leader
of the Opposition in the city last
night.

Referring to the on-going
conflicts in the JP resulting in
the expulsion of a presidium
member. Kazi Zafar Ahmed,

By Nazmul Ashraf

and dropping of Zinat Hossain
from the

T i . =

presidium, the BNP

Mannan Bhuiyan

secretary general said, "Zinat is
just a pretext... In fact, the party
has plunged into deep crisis
over its stance on the crucial
political issues.”

Repiyinﬁ to a question
Mannan Bhuiyvan commented,
"For a person like Ershad (the
JP chief), it will be very diffi-
cult to survive in the national
politics.”

He denied his reported secret
contacts with the JP "rebels” but
said his party will forge unity
with any party. group or indi-
vidual willing to fight against
the government and for safe-
guarding the country’'s indepen-
dence, democracy and national
interest.

"We want to launch agitation
against the government's mis-

See Page 12 Col 7

BTC distributor robbed
of Tk 10 lakh in city

By Staff Correspondent

A group ol armed muggers
looted over Tk 10 lakh from a
company microbus at Dhan-
mondi in the city yesterday.

According to witnesses the
microbus belonging to Asmah
Lid., a BTC distributor, was in
tercepted by a group ol lour
bandits in [ront ol Nibedita
Nursing Home at Road No 7 ol
Dhanmondi. The money was
heing taken for depositing in a
nearly bank.

The men fired several shots.
broke the windshield of the ve-
hicle with iron rods and forced
the four employees out of the
microbus. The company ac-
countant, Rezaul, was shot in
the hand while the driver and
iwo other employees were
severely beaten up.

Within minutes, the robbers
hoarded the microbus and drove
oll towards Mirpur Road. A mo-
torbike was seen poing along
with it.

The Director of Asmah Ltd..
Towtiqul Hasan Topu. later told
this correspondent that his
stafl were taking Tk 10.60 lakh
io deposit with a bank at
Kawran Bazar. He has filed a
case with Dhanmondi thana.

Dhanmondi police said the
microbus was recovered from
near the Shia Mosque in Mo-
hammadpur. Two men were
being interrogated. Moham-
madpur police said three sus-
pects were also picked up in
connection with a separate rob-
bery.
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Treasured Possession
for Coastal Areas

Trees will be a precious asset for you
when you live in the Coastal areas. When
well-grown trees will protect you and
your home from storms and tidal surges.
When pruned wisely they will give you
fuel. When you choose the right species,
they give you fodder for your livestock.
Some trees like guava, mango and jack
will give you fruit as well.

You can now well undesrtanc
can give you more. Plant trees by road-
sides, embankment slopes and around
your homestead in a planned way. Help
trees to grow. You will be immensely ben-
efited in the long run.

For further information contact your
local forest official today.
| “Plant Trees Along the Coast.”

Coastal Greenbelt Project
Banabhaban, Mohakhali, Dhaka.

... Irees




