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Seasonal Fruits and Their Consumptidn
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Patterns in City

The seasonal fruitshuctc}up}r
an important place in the busi-
ness p{?i' 5idgwalk eatables.
Though most of our people, by
and large, are hard pressed to
spend extra money beyond their
essential needs, they seem to
harbour a definite craving for
the native seasonal fruits. This
perhaps explains the existence
of so many food vendors on
sidewalks and their brisk busi-
ness at all seasons.

Various types of fruits ac-
cording to our seasons are sold
on the sidewalks. To make their
wares easily accessible to cus-
tomers with small means, the
fruits with some size are cut
into small pieces carrying low

rice tags. A cursory view of the
gusiness in some areas suggests
that, depending on the seasons.,
the favourite items are cucum-
ber. water melons, pineapples,
papaya, Ereen coconut, etc.
When the temperature rises in
summer. the items mainly of-
fered are sugarcane juice, water
melons and iced shorbat, ice
cream, green coconut. Black
berries and sweet hog plum
(amra)] when in season also
draw a large number ol cus-
tomers.

At all seasons, fruits of one
kind or another are amply
available. We find in the bazars
large supplies of them. Yet the
irony is that the majority of the

ople being poor, many of such
mts remain out of reach of
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Syrian Vice President Abdul
Hatim Khaddam. who was due
to make a briel stopover at
Delhi Airport on his way back
home from China, was com-
pelled to land at the ZIA, chang-
ing his route to bypass India,
yesterday afternoon.

Schedules of at 14 interna-
tional flights of various air-
lines to and from ZIA between
6:50 am and 10:25 pm yesterday
remained uncertain till filing
this report at midnight last
night.

The flights scheduled for de-
parture were: Riyadh bound
Saudia at 12 noon; Calcutta
bound Indian Airlines at 3:30
pm; Jeddah bound Biman at 5
pm; Calcutta bound Biman at 5
pm; Jeddah bound Biman at
5:30 pm: London bound British
Airways (BA) at 8:55 pm.

However, Biman's Calcuttia

d§ strand

By ASM Nurunnabi

many of them. Some of the con-
spicuous areas of the city where
the fruit vendors operate extend
from one end of Baitul Mukar-
ram to the old railway gate
across Gulistan and Stadium
areas. They also operate in
front of some important office
blocks in the Motijheel Com-
mercial Area. The hospitals in
the city also provide suitable
locations for the fruit vendors.
. In the old part of the Dhaka
city. the Sadar Ghat area, the
Moulvibazar area, and the dis-
trict court areas play dominant
roles in the fruit trade,
Badamtali is said to be the
largest fruit market in the
countirv. Supplies ol various
kinds of fruits are made to the
different parts of the country.
Turnovers in this respect
amount to a daily average of
Taka one crore as reported.
Among the fruits, bananas
occupy a more important place
in the market. There is a large
area in the market known as
Kolapatti where transactions Lo
the tune of Taka 5 to 6 lakh per
day is said to be a routine affair.
In its range and variety,
flavour and sweetness, marngo
occupies a unique place. Though
mango is a native fruit, nowa-
days it has become relatively
costly even in season. It is
rather a gastromic luxury and
out of reach for many. On the
city sidewalks, one may see
fruits like papaya, pineapples,

flicht was rescheduled for 3 pm
today (Saturday) and BA's Lon-
don flight was expected to de-
part at 2:20am today, airport
sources said.

Flights scheduled for arrival
were: Kuwait Airlines f{rom
Kuwait at 6:50 am, Biman from
Jeddah at 8:50 am, India Air-
lines from Calcutta at 2:40 pm.
BA from London at 5:40 pm,
Biman from Dubai at 8 pm, Bi-
man from Hong Kong at 8:05
pm, Emirates from Kuala
Lumpur at 8:05 pm and Singa-
pore Airlines (5Q] from Singa-
pore at 10:25 pm. However, BA's
London flight was expected to
arrive at 12:50 am today and
SQ's Singapore flight at 10:42
pri last night.

Meanwhile, over iwo hun-r
dred hioine-bound Bangladeshi
passelgers got 5tranded_ 111
Pakistalnn as a Biman flight

melons, ete, being sold in cut
pieces to suit the lean pockets of
customers, as already noted, but
none will ever find mangoes be-
ing solo in like manner. ie. in
cut pieces. The reason appar-
ently is that the price of a good
quality mango usually is so
prohibitive for a man living on
a low budget that he tends to
forget about it.

Other summer fruits that
posses gastronomic attraction
are jack fruit and water melons.
Once jack fruit was favourite
among common people because
it was comparatively cheap.
Now, because perhaps of reduced
supply of this fruit on account
of gradual denudation of such
trees. the price of this fruit has
lately become steep with
consequent deprivation for
many common people. The
same is the story about water
melons. Some observers have
noted that. inspite of the high
prices of these fruits and their
plentiful supply in the bazars,
the people placed more com-
fortably financially, and those
who can't check their tempta-
tion even with lean budget, we
find many ready buyers for
them. This seems to be the stark
reality of urban consumption,
when considered against the
background of the vast segment
of the city population hard put
to fend for even two meals a day
in which there is no place for
fruits of any kind.

ed at ZIA

from Saudi Arabia was com-
pelled to land at Karachi Air-
port in the afternoon.

However, a Kuwait Airlines
flight landed at ZIA in the
evening overflying India with-
out taking any service of the In-
dian ATC, airport sources said
adding that the three Hajj flight
rescheduled last night were
supposed to operate in the same
way. But, the modus operandi
could not be confirmed from
Biman.

Anxious people were seen
thronging the enquiry booth in
front of the departure lounge for
flight information. Card phone
booths were overcrowded as all
wanled to let their families
know about the developments.

Some airlines took their
passengers to different city ho-
tels for rest because of the un-
certainty,
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Deve Gowda govt falls
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Gowda said he knew when he
took office 10 months ago that
he could be threatened the
Congress, which toppled two
other short-lived governments
in 1979 and 1991 in similar
fashion.

"l knew Congress was going
to ditch me, 1 was expecting it."
he said in an 80-minute speech
that went from humorous deri-
sion to anger.

Gowda, an un choice
for prime minister last June,
said he was leaving office with
no regrets. "I am satisfied, in
this 10 months, I have not be-
trayed my people. 1 have not be-
trayed my nation,"

Congress which governed
India for all but five of its 50
years, denounced the policies of
the United Front government
and demanded that Gowda re-
sign. But its accusations are
widely seen as a pretext for
Congress' bid to regain power.

Backstage talks reportedly
focused on whether Congress
and the United Front could
combine again under a new
leader after Gowda's resigna-
tion.

Neither parfy wants an elec-
tion that likely would benefit
the Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party The
BJP is largest party in the legis-
lature and has been gaining
strength in each of the last
three elections.

Hours before the legislature
convened, a delegation from the
14-party coalition went to, Gow-
da's home to appeal to him to
step aside. Gowda refused.

In an earlier speech intro-
ducing the motion, Gowda indi-
cated he was surprised by Con-

Zinat
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that Ershad must resign from
the chairmanship of the parﬁy.
sources close to the three lead-
ers told this correspondent last
night. "They will meet today to
decide the next course of ac-
tion,” one source said.

Shah Moazzam Hossain and
Kazi Zafar Ahmed were con-
tacted by The Daily Star over
telephone. Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury could not be
reached as he was away in
Chandpur last night.

The three leaders of the
party on Thursday had de-
manded Ershad's resignation
from the post of chairmanship
of the party on "moral grounds."
They gﬂd also demanded that
Anwar Hossain Manju, secre-
tary general of the party rﬁsiﬁn
from his cabinet post in the
Awami League governmment.

Of the three. Kazi Zafar
Ahmed was expelled again from
the party on Thursday by the
chairman for his "anti-party
activities."”

Naziur Rahman Manju, ad-
ditional secretary general of
Jativa Parly lalking to The
Daily Star last ni%l‘lt sald, "Zi-
rniat was removed [rom the pre-
sidium of the party following
demands from the mid-ranking
leaders and workers of the
party.”

Asked about the demands of
the three ‘rebel’ leaders of JF,
Naziur Rahman said, "Offi-
cially, we are yet to receive the
statement." "We can discuss the
matter at the presidinm meet-
ing if we receive their written
statement," he added.

Naziur Rahman also said
that a meeting of the JP presid-
ium which was scheduled to be
held gesterctay was cancelled. It
will be held on April 14, he
added.

Talking to this correspon-
dent last night Shah Moazzam
said, "Zafar's expulsion from
the party bears no meaning.
The question of the chairman's
authority in the party has al-
ready been raised.” :

"Il is a whimsical and non-
political decision we are trying
to salvage the JP." '

Kazi Zafar Ahmed said "It
(expulsion) further proves how
a political party is being re-
duced to a one man show,”

"This is a move triggered by
an apolitical section of the
party against political ele-
ments. We have raised the ques-
tion of basic principles,” Zafar
said.
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gress decision to end ils back-
ing for him, saying it had never
tried to interfere in policy mak-
ing during his government's
term.

Jaswant Singh, sgakm,g for
Bharatiya Janata Party, ac-
cused the government and
Congress of bringing shame on
India through their personal
disputes and partisan politics.

"Go, depart, leave these
chairs.” he said, "Go back to the
people,” he said. urging elec-
tions.

Last-ditch efforts to patch up
the Congress-Front rift on
Thursday broke down.

Intellectuals
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relentlessly to put the country
on right track. Hasina said.

The intellectuals assured the
Prime Minister of their allout
cooperation and said they
would stand by her side on is-
sues relating to people’s rights
and wellare.

They suﬁ;esled that all logi-
cal issues should be projected in
a positive way. They lelt that
the party and the government
should act as separate entities.

Those who attended the
meeting included Neelima
[brahim, Poet Shamsur Rah-
man, Prol Kabir Chowdhury,
Dhaka University Vice Chan-
cellor Prof A K Azad Chowd-
hury. Svyed Shamsul Haq, Prof
Muntaseer Mamun, AAMS Are-
fin Siddique, ABM Musa, 5an-
tosh Gupta, Abed Khan., Syed
Hasan Imam. Borhanuddin
Khan Jahangir, Asaduzzaman
Noor, artist Shahabuddin,
Nirmalendu Goon, Mahadev
Saha, Rafigunnabi. Kabari
Sarwar, Tarana Halim, Lucky
Inam and Dr [nam Ahmed.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed, Agriculture and Food
Minister Matiya Chowdhury,
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Mohammad Noor Ud-
din Khan, State Minister for In-
formation Prof Abu Sayeed,.
and Awami League leaders Ab-
dul Jalil, Mozaffar Hossain
Paltu and Abdul Mannan were
present.

BNP programme
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front organisations to actively
participate in the programme.

As part of the programme.
the Dhaka district unit BNP
will hold a rally in front ol par-
ty's city office at Nabab Yusuf
market tomorrow at 10 am.

After the rally, it will submit
memorandum to the Deputy
Commissioner of Dhaka, said a
press release.

Dhaka district BNFP Presi-
dent Barrister Nazmul Huda MP
has requested all leaders and
workers of BNP and its front
organisation to make the pro-

a success.

Meanwhile, an eme1l'\%1enc¥
meeting of Dhaka City BNP will
be held at 6 pm today at 29
Minto Road, official residence
of the Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament.

City BNP convenor Sadeq
Hossain Khoka MP has re-
quested pro-BNP ward com-
missioners and all concerned to
attend the meeting.

Hearty reception
awaits cricketers

A hearty reception and a ga-
lore of gift boxes are awaiting
the 1999 World Cup qualifier
Bangladesh team when it re-

turns home on April 13, reports |

UNB.

A Bangladesh Biman flight
will carry the national heros
from the Malaysian capital of
Kuala Lumpur.

Members of the national
cricket team are likely to pay a
courtesy call on Primme Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

Bangladesh Cricket Board
will organise a victory proces-

- sion with the cricketers in the

city.
A large num%er of motor-
bikes, cars and other vehicles
will escort the cricketers in the
colourful rally.

Hostess Trolley

T El ics Limited

Official licensee of

Philips Electronics N.V.

for lighting products, radio and TV sets
Dhaka: 815306-9. 819625-9, 889993

Cig..716353, 723578, Khwina: 720304, Bogra: 6215

-

Lete make
fhings better
PHILIPS

o

Piracy in Bay:
10 arrested

CHITTAGONG, Apr 11: A
large police team in a pre-dawn
swoop today arrested ten people
and recovered huge gquantities
of goods looted from the BIWTC
shili)_l;m AI)rll 7. reports BSS.

e alleged pirates were ar-
rested from Daulatpur village of
Patiya thana after a five-hour
operation, Additional Police
Super (North) Sheikh Maruf
Hasan told journalists at the
press club here this afternoon.

About one hundred police
forces cordoned off the village
and arrested the dacoits from a
wedding ceremony.

Later on the basis of the
confession, police recovered the
looted goods including five for-
eilgn made suitcases, five tolas
of gold ornaments, blankets,
sarees. spices, cosmetics. re-
charge lights, folding umbrella
and torch lights.

Jubo League leader
held in Sirajgan)

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 11: Police
arrested a Jubo League leader
from his residence at Shahjad-
pur bazar in the district today,
reports UNB.

The arrested leaders, Nasir
Uddin, 28, is an accused in eight
cases under terrorism law,
Shahjadpur police said.

Gas supply
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company found disqualified
under the financial criterion
had the maximum level of hori-
zontal drilling experience in
Bangladesh,” said a source.
“This company had conducted
hnrlzuntaF drilling under at
least five to six rivers. It is cur-
rently conducting horizontal
drilling under three more rivers
in the south-eastern part of
Bangladesh."

Later the Jalalabad Gas
Company and Petrobangla re-
quested the ADB to review the
case of this 'disqualified’ com-
pany in view of its wide experi-
ence in Bangladesh. But the
ADB refused to consider the re-
quest and asked the pre-quali-
fied companies to submit their
financial proposals.

But none of the five compa-
nies participated in the finan-
cial bidding, the sources said.
Only one comipany that did not
even participate in the pre-
qualification bid submitted a
proposal saying it has a joint-
venture agreement with one of
the five pre-qualified compa-
nies.

At this stage, the ADB post-
poned the financial bidding.

Now. the ADB has again
asked the five pre-qualified
companies to submit their fi-
nancial proposals,

One of the objectives of aug-
mentlnﬁ gas supply to the
Chhatak region is to provide
gas to a private cement factory
which is also being co-financed
by the ADB. The cement factory,
to be set up soon, will need
around 10 million cubic feet gas
per day.
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at the conference. would be
given an institutional shape to
consolidate the national soli-
darity and undertake various
programmes in future.”

Besides the Jamaat, all the
factions of Muslim League. Is-
lami Shashantantra Andalon,
Khelafat Majlish and some
other like-minded arties,
groups and individuals had also
attended the CNS,

Talking to The Daily Star,
BNP leader M Morshed Khan,
ME. one of the organisers ol the
conference, said that the CNS
steering committee would meet
soon to chalk out its next course
of action for "economic eman-
cipation and protection of the
national independence.”

Terming the CNS a platform
for ay irrespective of political
beliels, Khan said, "It must
come up with the expectation of
the people of all shades of
opinion.”

On allying with the parties
known for their anti-liberation
role during the War of Libera-
tion, Morshed Khan said, "As a
freedom fighter, | think, after
25 years, we should not look
back but towards the future of
the nation.”

Commenting on the ruling
party's move, he said, "I don't
see it from a negative point of
view. It's good that the culture of
talking has started of late.”

Two days after the CNS,
Prime Minister and AL chief
Sheikh Hasina met the leaders
11 Left parties at the Interna-
tional Conference Centre in the
city Wednesday.

The nearly three-hour meet
agreed in principle to "consoli-
date the unity of all the pro-lib-

Share scam
O have no links
with FCSL, says

an accused

MKM Mohiuddin, an accused
in the share scam, yesterday

said he had resigned from First
Capital Securities Ltd (FCSL) as
a director in December 1995
and transferred his shares ac-
cordingly, reports UNB.

In a clarification, he said the
Board of the FCSL accepted the
resignation and informed all
concerned, including the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commis-
sion, and the Dhaka and Chit-
tagong stock exchanges.

Both DSE and CSE have
amended their records accord-
ingly, he said. adding that the
FCSL also submitted returns for
changes of directors and share-
holders to the Registrar of Joint
Stock Companies on January
20 last year.

"Therefore, 1 have no con-
nection whatsoever with First
Capital Securities Ltd with ef-
fect from December 31, 1995,"
said Mohiuddin, one of the 32

ople against whom the SEC
erc? cases alleging share mar-
ket manipulation.

Fresh polarisation

eration forces and resist any
move by the anti-liberation
litical parties and groups.”

Commenting on the AL
chief's muting with the es,
an influential member of
Sheikh Hasina's cabinet told
The Daily Star on condition of
anonymity. "On the question of
protecting the country's inde-
pendence, the Left parties have
extended their cooperation to
s

Workers' Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon who had
attended the meeting said his
party will support all moves by
the ruling Awami League for
boosting the spirit of the Liber-
ation ar. Defending the
Shikha Chirantan, Menon also
demanded trial of the war crim-
inals.

When contacted, BSD leader
Bazlur Rashid Feroz told the
Daily Star, "We assured the PM
of our allout cooperation as re-
gards resisting any act by the
anti-liberation communal
forces and upholding the spirit
of the Liberation War".

He termed the CNS a plat-
form of extreme-rightist par-
ties.

"Through Wednesday's move,
the process of dialogue among
the pro-liberation parties have
began and it will continue”, AL
acting general secretary Abdul
Jalil said.

Sirajganj College
VP arrested

SIRAJGANJ, P;pr 11: Police
arrested the VP of Sirajganj Is-
lamia Govt College Students
Union, Tipu Sultan, from his
Dhanbandhi residence in the
town on Thursday night, re-
ports UNB.

Sadar thana uibollcl: said they
arrested Tipu Sultan, a leader of
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
in connection with a case filed
against him. He was sent to jail
hajat.

Kidnapped
schoolgirl

killed

SIRAJGANJ. Apr 11: Mis-
creants violated and killed a

.schoolgirl who was kidna

from her house at village .
tap in Ullapara thana on Th-
ursday night, reports UNB.

The miscreants Kidnapped
Beauty Khatun, 14, a class nine
student of Protap High School,
al gunpoint, police said.

Mohiuddin
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Minister Salahuddin Yusuf and
State Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Prof M _Aman-
ullah visited Ahmed in the hos-
pital in the evening and stayed
there for sometime.

His wife Rebeka Mohiuddin
has urged the coun en to
pray for early recovery of the
Awami League leader.

Battle for ICC Trophy
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Scottish team by 72 runs. The
cricket-crazy nation, after a
brief respite, will be eagerly
awaiting to see its cricketers
add another feather in their
<aps by defeating the mighty
Kenyans today.

A win for Bangladesh will
not only enable them to lift the
ICC Trophy after five previous
abortive attempts, but also help
cricketers to settle an old score
with Kenya, who had defeated
Bangladesh in the fifth ICC

Trop dY in 1994 which eventu- -
ally da

shed our hopes for a
World Cup berth.

But this time around,
Bangladesh, who are enjoying
an unbeaten status with eight
wins and a rain-forced draw
against Ireland in the second
round, are confident enough to

- roll up the tourney in a befitting

manner,

The Bangladesh team, led by
Akram Khan, is likely to field
the same eleven which played
in the previous match against
Scotland. But it will definitely
be the toughest encounter for
Bangladesh as the Kenyans,
who are still basking in the

pride of defeating the mighty
West Indians in the last World
Cup in 1996, are also in a fine
fettle with their skipper Mau-
rice Odumbe in a scoring spree.

Bangladesh coach Gordon
Greeni Ee and tour manager
Gazi Ashraf, however, believe
that if their players maintain
their natural game, a win would
not be a big deal.

Meanwhile, a reception was
accorded to the Bangladesh
cricket team at the Hotel Crown
Prince in Kuala Lumpur yester-
day for their glorious victory in

the ICC Trephy semi-final
against Scotland.

~ State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader, now in the
Malaysian capital to greet the
Bangladesh cricketers for
achieving the World Cup berth,
was present at the reception, ac-
cording to a message received in
Dhaka.

Team captain Akram Khan,
addressing the reception,
sought blessings of the coun-

n for their victory in the
final match.

DMP request
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portunity of the celebration re-
sorted to such activities.

Police picked up 295 people
from various parts of the city
for creating public nuisance on
the day.

DMP officials said police
will be deployed in 80 points of
the city today to prevent recur-
rence of Wednesday's frenzied
jubilation.

While special police teams
will patrol the city streets
plainclothes policemen, includ-
ing 10 teams of the Detective
Branch of DMP, will keep an
eye on the jubilation.

Bangladesh cricketers and
officials from Kuala Lumpur
have also urged the countrymen
not to create a situation that
will hamper their morale.

BSS adds: Chittagong
Metropolitan Police (CMP) yes-
terday imposed a ban on ex-
E}udin crackers, and sprin-

ing of colours in the city. in
order to maintain law and or-
der, ensure smooth movement
of vehicles and protect the hon-
our of women including school
and college-going girls.
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