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Israeli author Amosg Oz (R), winner of the prestigious
German Booksellers Peace:' Prize Literature Award, toasts
to the guests at a reception hosted by Hessia's Minister
President Hans Eichel (L) in Wiesbaden Thursday. Og is -

on a leeturing tour in Germany.

— AFP/UNB photo

Italian PM survives no-confidence:

Italian Prime
comfortably

Minister Romano Prodi on
survived a vote of confidence called in the Senate

Thursday

(upper house) after a hard-left ally broke ranks and defied the
Euvernmcnt on a security force for Albania, Reuter reports from

The centre-left government won the do-or-die vote by 162
votes to 81 with one abstention. Prodi was forced into the test
after needing opposition support to approve the Albania

mission.

i

Pete' 1st US envoy to Hanoi: . ué

Senate unanimousl
"Pete” Peterson as

confirmed former congressman Douglas
e first US ambassador to Vietnam since

1975 and the first ever in Hanoi, AFP reports from Washington.
Senators approved Peterson on a voice vote after an
eleventh-hour compromise with a Republican Senator, Bob
Smith of New Hampshire, opposed to any upgrading of US re-
lations with Washington former foe. | :

Lankan jets kill 3 civilians: s v

Air Force jets carried out bombing attacks
village, killed three civilians, the Tamil Tiger
over their clandestine radio yesterday,

Colombeo.

The separatist Liberation
that three jet fighters bombed
district of Mannaron Thursda

against a fishin
guerillas said '
P reports from

rs of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said
village of Nachchkuda in the

~ 'The air force atta:knamag;:rthcreb:ls sank anavyboatﬁl
the same district and killed nine security personnel, the LTTE's

Voice of Tigers radio said.

jimori meets Cipﬁani in Lima:

President Alberto Fujimori me
tage crisis in Lima, Archbishop Juan Luis

mediator in the hos

Thursday with the lead

Cipriani, after the cleric called for both sides to make
concessions, AFP reports from Lima.

Fnammuri met for two hours with Cipriani, a conservative
friend of the president who is one of three mediators

facilitate a settlement in the standofl in which Tupac
Revolutionary Movement rebels have been holding 72 elite

hostages since December 17.
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defence jobs

CANBERRA, Apr 11: Aus-
tralia's defence ministry will
fire 8,000 employees and sell off
some bases and military-owned
real estate as part of a plan an-
nounced Friday to use the sav-
ings for combat readiness, re-
ports AP.

Defence Minister lan
McLachlan said the govern-
ment will save up to 1 billion
Australian dollars (780 million
US dollars) a year from the
major restructuring.

e sale over the next five
years of some small bases and
property. including valuable
ones on the Sydney harbor
front, will generate a one-off
income of more than 500 mil-
lion dollars (dirs 390 million).

"There is no enemy on the
horizon." McLachlan said. "But
there was no enemy on the
horizon in the late 1930s. We
have to be ready for what hap-

. And you don't get a Inthuf
time when things pop up.” he
said.

The plan calls for cutting
some 3,100 civilian jobs in the
Defence Ministry and some
4,700 military jobs from ad-
ministration and support ar-

I

eas. Another 13,000 jobs would
be reviewed to see if they are re-
dundant.

About half the military po-
sitions cut will be re-estab-
lished in combat and combat
support areas.

ome 1,500 positions will be
lost in Canberra alone, home of
the defense headquarters,

Australia has more than
61,000 service personnel in uni-
form. Another 19,400 civilian
employees support defense force
pperations.

A contentious part is a pro-
posal to close and sell bigger fa-
cilities, including the Royal
Australian Air Force bases at
Richmond, Wagga Wagga, Point
Cook and Fairbairn outside
Canberra, between 2001 and
2006.

The initial changes would be
in place from July 1, while most
other restructuring is to be
completed over the next four
years, ‘a Defense Ministry
statement said.

it said the number of com-
mittees and senior ranking

military and civilian tions
will be reduced to lpmr)l.;l deci-
sion making,

FFLY) Arafat

JERUSALEM, Apr 11: Now
that Palestinian police have
helped Israel crack a cell of the
Islamic militant group Hamas
and Yasser Arafat has promised
to help block suicide bombings,
hopes have been raised for an
end to the daily clashes between
Palestinians and Israeli forces,
reports AP.

But tensions remain high,
and in the town of Hebron on

* Thursday, hundreds of Pales-

tinians threw stones and fire-
bombs at Israeli troops who re-
sponded with rubber bullets, in-
uring seven le.

] I‘?egws of fﬁgparrﬂst of the
Hamas cell came as Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu credited the Palestini-
ans for their cooperation in lo-

* bourhood

cating the body of 20-year-old

Sgt. Sharon Edri. It lollowed

weeks of frozen ties betweeri the

two sides.

Palestinian and Israeli offi-
cials also confirmed Thursda
that Yasser Arafat had met wi
the head of Israel's Shin Bet se-

curity agency and agreed to help

International . e
pledges to help prevent
suicide bombings

orevent suicide attacks by Ts-
amic militants.

The meeting, held at US
prodding, was the first high-
evel meeting between Israeli
and the Palestinians since Is-
rael broke ground three weeks
ago for a new Jewish neigh-
in the part of
Jerusalem claimed by the
Palestinians.

Ahmed Abdul Rahman, sec-
retary of the Palestinian Cabi-
net, said the meeting was held
because of Arafat's concern

about the deteriorating security

situation. There have been al-
most daily clashes in the West
Bank since last month's
round-breaking, and three
alestinians were killed this
week in Hebron. !

‘'The body of the Israeli
sergeant was found Thursday in
the West Bank village of Zurif,
outside Hebron. The army said
the Hamas cell that killed the

soldier was also responsible for

the March 21 suicide bombin
in a Tel Aviv cafe that kille
three Israeli women and the

bomber, as well as the deaths of
nine otherdiers.

Residents said Israeli troops
arrested more than 20 people in

. the village Thursday.

The bomber apparently had

not intended to kill himself in

that attack, the army said.

Maj. Gen. Uzi Dayan, head of
Israel's Central Command, said
it appeared that the deadly de-
vice went off by mistake. Clues
found at the bomb site helped
crack the Hamas cell, he said.

. Edri was last seen Sept. 9 at a
hitchhiking post near his army
base in central Israel. The army
said Edri got into a car with Is-

‘raeli licence plates and was

shot and killed a few moments
later.

Netanyahu, speaking from

The Hague, said the Palestini-

ans' arrest of two members of
the Hamas cell had led to the lo-

. cating of Edri's body.

But he said the Palestinians
have yet to show "full coopera-
tion."”

Arafat spokesman Marwan

Kanafani said the coeperation

T L O R Ty
Britain closes its last naval

“in locating Edri's body was not
a sign that Eﬂlitical or security

cooperation had resumed.
"It was a purely
concern,” he said. "Yes, the in-
formation was passed to the Is-
raelis, but it has no security or
_political connotations."

~ Threé top Palestinian offi-

cials were meeting Thursday
and Friday with senior US offi-
cials in Washington, following
a meeting between Netanyahu
and US President Clinton ear-
lier this week that failed to pro-
duce tangible movement toward
restarting the stalled Israeli-

_Palestinian peace talks.
" The Palestinians want an

American assurance that Israel
will stop building settlements
in Jerusalem and the West Bank
pending a final peace agree-
ment, something Netanyahu
has refused to consider.

"What we need is interven-

tion." one of the officials Hanan
Ashrawi, said Thursday. "The
US government must intervene
in these illegal acts.”

humarian

The Drily Star 5

base in Far East

HONG KONG, Apr-11: Britain
today closed its last naval base
in the Far East, putting an end
toa lﬁﬁ-year—nk}]

reports AFP.

dressed in dazzling white tropi-
cal uniform and pith helmets,
played an anthem of retreat as
the white ensign, the flag of the
royal navy, was gently lowered.

presence dat- |

ing back to the very founding of
Hong Kong as a British colony,
A

~ The shore base, called HMS

Tamar, was once home to three
Armadas — Britain's Far East
fleet, the East India Fleet and
the Hong Kong Fleet that
boasted scores of battleships,

cruisers, submarines, frigates
and destroyers.

But at its decommisioning

ceremony on Friday, the navy's
only ships were the three ves-
sels of the Hong Kong squadron,
which in recent vears has been
mainly on patrol for smugglers
and illegal immigrants.

"It is a ceremony of great
otion, of great sadness, as we
ul down the white ensign in

thmE Kong for the last time. [t
mar

s the end of an era for th

royal navy," the navy's head,

admiral Sir Jock Slater said.

. 'l very much hope that the

gacy that we have left behind

- - - - i‘and the standard h
A band of the royal marines, 'will be wi?ll: ards we have sct

Hong Kong. We

shall remember our friends in

Hong Kong for many years

ahead." | S
“~TGovernor Chris Patten paid’
tribute to the 'quiet dignity' of
the British and Chinese seamen
of the royal navy in Hong Kong.,

saj,rinlg they had ensured free-

dom for the territory and been a

key influence in shaping its fu-

ture.

The base lies on Stonecuters
island, lying on the western ap-
proaches to Hong Kong harbour.

~ The facility, which has been
modernised and expanded to
accommodate larger vessels,
will be handed over to China's
armed forces, the People's Lib-
eration Army (PLA), when Bei-
jing resumes sovereignty over
I:;I{t;rng Kong on midnight June

jority

Japan okays bill S

to continue lease
of lands for US

'TOEYO, Apr 11: Japan's
lower house passed landmark

US military to continue usinfﬁ
land in Okinawa even if loc
landowners refuse to renew
leases expiring next month, of-
ficials said, reports AFP.

- The House of Representa-
tives approved an amendment
to existing legislation at a ple-
nary session following a deal
last week between the ruli
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP
and the opposition New Fron-

tier Party.

Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto told members of
parliament shortly before the
vote that the ] ation would
help stabilise relations between
Tokyo and Washington, while
fostering the development of
the southern Japanese island.

“The outcome will lead to the
smooth handling of relations
with the United States and
plans for Okinawa's develop-
ment," said Hashimoto, who
has headed a minority govern-
ment since failing to win a ma-
in October elections.

In addition to overwhelmi
support from the LDP and the
New Frontier Party, the bill was
also supported by the Demo-
cratic Party.

lcgislatinn today allowing the

| bases in Okinawa ' &=

Clinton admin says

China may continue arms
to Iran

sales
1

WASHINGTON. Apr 1
China is likely to ignore US
complaints and continue sell-
ing conventlional weapons lo
lran. the Clinton administra-
tion said, Bui administration
experts say the sales. which in-
clude cruise missiles. so lar do
nol violate LIS law. reports AP.

Evernn material that can be
used for chemical weapons do
not violate US bans against
Iran unless the United States
can prove the exporter knew it
was to be put to military use, the
LIS State Department's top offi-
cial lor preventing spread of
mass-destruction weapons told

i | 0 IS Senate subcommitiee on

Japanese Prime Minister Ryvutaro Hashimoto (R) talks to his Cabinet members Chief
(Cabhinet Secretary Seiroku Kajiyvama (C) and Finance Minister Hiroshi Mitsuzuka follow-
mg the passage of the government land-lease bill Friday during the Lower House Plenary
sepsion. The Lower House endorsed the bhill, allowing the US forces to continue use of

the land vwned by 3.000 land owners without

contract after Mav 14,

official procedures to

extend their lease
— AFP/UNB photo
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"Polish citizens
need guns’

WARSAW, Poland, Apr 11:
Acknowledging the rise of vio-
lent crime in Poland — and the
limitations of his police — Inte-

rior Minister Leszek Miller
says citizens need guns in their
homes to protect their lives and
property, reports AP.

"The leftist government pro-
posed Wednesday (April 9) a law
that makes it easier for ordi-
nary Poles to own guns. An
adult with not criminal record,
who passes an exam on use
and gets a doctor's cate of
physical and mental health,

be able to own a gun.

If parliament passes the law
when it comes up for considera-

tion in June, it will end the cur- .

rent system undeér which gun
permits are handed out at the
whim of local police chiefs.
According to Miller, who
oversees national and local po-
lice forces, easier access to guns
will make Poles fell safer. "One
needs a gun at home in case of
qu or physical assault.," he

Since democratic reforms
began in 1989, the crime rate
has risen from 547,589 offenses
to last year's total of 897,751. Of
those, 1,040 were committed
with weapons.

'DPRK remams dangerous military

threat despite its looming famine’

TOKYO, Apr 11: Despite its
looming famine and its latest
political compromises, com-
munist North Korea remains a
dangerous military threat, the
US Joint Chiefs of staff said
Friday, reports AP.

North Korea is expected to
disclose next week whether it
will agree to a longstanding US-
South Korean proposal for four-
party talks aimed at achieving
a permanent piece on the
peninsula.

And some people bee it is
bound to say yes, given the steps
it has taken in the last two
years. In that time, it has signed
a nuclear accord with the
United States, apologized to
South Korea for sending a sub-
marine into its waters, and
reached out to other countries
for financial assistance to fight
widespread starvation.

“Gen John Shalikashvili,
chairman of the US Joint
Chiefs of Staff, said Friday that
if all those issues lead to dia-
logue "that's positive.” But he
also said there has been no de-

America's military
with the South.

cline in North Korea's
formidable milit capability.
"On the military side, the
North Koreans have just com-
pleted an extensive winter
training cycle," he told re-
porters. "lIf they are in such
great difficulty as they claim
they are, and if they are in need
of assistance, why are they
spending their resources on this
kind of military" exercising?”

Shalikashvili said he did
"not want to fuel any kind of

war talk here.” But he said that

US and South Korean forcust
remain “"very vigilant and very
ready for the unexpected" as
they wait to see if the talks take
place and reduce tensions in
Korea.

The border between North
and South Korea is the world's
most heavily guarded. It forces

- include 37,000 US troops.

Earlier this week, Sha-
likashvili visited South Korea
for three days to reaffirm
alliance

North Korea has 1.2 million

men under arms, the vast ma-
jority of whom are poised along
the demilitarized zone, which
lies only 50 kilometers (30
miles) north of Seoul, the South
Korean capital.

Earlier this week, US con-
essman Tony Hall returned
m North Korea with vivid de-
tails of the widespread starva-
tion that has resulted from two
years of flooding there.
Watching families eating
bark, grass and weeds to sup-
plement their meager daily ra-
tions, Hall agreed with interna-
tional relief agencies that have
redicted a famine in the North
g}r this summer.

Shalikashvili said the food
and fuel shortages across the
North don't E:.:Fpear to have seri-
ously affected its military.

Despite these problems, he
said, the North conducted the
extensive winter exercise and
its air force has been flying
more flights in the last two or
three years.

"We need to stay ready and
watchful,” Shalikashvili said.

US President Bill Chnton

the 53rd Annual Dinner of the Radio and Television Corres

high fives a "clone” of him played by actor Darrell Hammond at

pondents on Thursday in

Washington. President Clinton, along with his wife first Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton,
attended the event honouring correspondents.

— AFP/UNB photo

Taliban likely to launch new oﬂ"ensive to
capture rest 25 pc land

£

KABUL, Apr 11: With the ad-
vent of spring and the failure of
UN-sponsored peace talks, the
purist Islamic Taliban seems
increasingly likely to launch a
new offensive to capture the 25
per cent of Afghanistan they do
not control, reporis Reuter.

As warmer weather thaws

the snow that froze the front
lines between the Taliban and
the opposition in the Mountain
Passes of the Hindu Kush, man
observers are looking beyon

the possible resumption of
fighting and asking what will

" happen if the Taliban take the

opposition held northern

provinces. . . : L e
“"The United Nations' special

representative to Afghanistan,
Norbert Holl, recently warned
that a military solution runs
the risk of widening the con-
flict.

"A military selution ... may
just change the dimension of
the political problem from a
domestic issue to an interna-
tional issue." said Holl.

One analyst in Kabul sees
two major problems if the Tal-
iban to manage to take the
northern province.

“If the Taliban defeat the op-
roﬂtinn, it is goi to push
arge numbers of disgruntled

heavily-armed opposition
over the border into the
Central Asian Republics. They
are unlikely to go into mitc
retirement,” the analyst .
“The Central Asian- Re-

ublics north of here are still
ragile, and the last thing they
need is another destabilising
factor, sald the analyst, who
asked to remain anonymous.

"He said the Central Asian

states are also nervous about
having a radical Islamic

movement on their southern
border.

“Islam has been blamed for
much of the instability that has
Etagutd the region since the

reak up of the former Soviet
Union, including the civil war
in Tajikistan and riots in
Uzbekistan. B

"The Central Asians are
frightened that the Taliban will
further encourage Islamic radi-
cals inside their borders, and
may even try to continue their
crusade northwards — Bukhara
(in Uzbekistan) used to be major
site of Islamic pilgrimage,” he
said. ;

The Taliban have denied
they have any ambitions out-
side of Afghanistan's borders.

Last Saturday, foreign min-
l!t%“ﬂ of four Central ﬂiu{ian Re-
publics — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzs-
tan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
— and the Russian first deputy
forei minister met in the
Tajik capital Dushanbe to dis-
cuss the issue of stan.

In a joint communiqué re-
leased after the meeting, the
foreign ministers expressed
their anxiety at the continua-
tion of armed hostilities in

Afghanistan and stated their
readiness for "close joint ac-
tion," in protecting their com-
mon borders. The communigué
did not define what form this
Zaction would be.

The analyst believes a Tal-
iban vir::tmf'y in Afghanistan at
the cost of possibly expanding
the conflict and destabilising
Central Asia could defeat the
objective of improving trade
and regional prosperity.

"It is a question of trade. The
Afghan conflict has held up
economic development in the
whole region by blocking natu-
ral trade routes from Central
Asia to the Sub-Continent and
the Indian Ocean. But if you get
a unified government In
Afghanistan at the cost of a
broader conflict involving
Central Asia itself, economi-
cally very little is gained,” he
sald.

Differences over
Afghanistan have already led to
an estrangement between Pak-
istan and Iran.

"The prospects of the United
Nations being able to persuade
the warring factions to come to
a peaceful settlement, always
dim.

In a recent interview, Tal-
iban leader Mullah Mohammed
Omar told a Pakistan-based
newspaper that he believed a
military solution was more

likely.
"'l"le time for a negotiated
solution is fast running out as

Thursday. d
Chinese officials say such

so-called dual-use materials

which include missile compo-

| nenits sold to Pakistan and

Iran. are exported for civilian
applications. ’

Hoth Democratic and Repub-
liean senators saw in Robert J.

Einhorn's lestimony evidence
ol a misguided and naive inter-
pretation ol China's actions.

“If the government in Beijing
doesn’t know. theri Chinese of-
licials must be wearing huge
blinders.” said Sen. Ted
stevens., "It seems these danger-
ous missiles are going to Iran.

but we're doing nothing about
Fii e =] 5 el . ; 4 |

spokesman said.

The Strait Times newspaper said police investigators called
the suspect, who could not be name publicly until formally
charged, the "Dracula molester” because he bit his victims on
the neck or lips, leaving some of them bleeding.

The suspect was believed to have preyed on at least nine
ranging in age for six to 16 years, since December by waiting for
themn in public housing estates and then stalking them before

|

Off the Record
- 'Dracula molester'

SINGAPORE: A 22-year-old waiter dubbed the "Dracula mo- .
lester" for assaulting and leaving bite marks on schoolgirls has
been arrested in Singapore, police said today, re

The man was caught in an ambush at his home after the
parents of a nine-year-old schoolgirl who was kissed, hu
and then bitten by the suspect reported the incident, a police

pouncing in lobbies or stairways.

Sick man's Internet plea

‘LONDON: A woman in the United States was playing
scrabble on the internet with a man in Britain when he mes-
saged her: "I've fallen on the floor and I can't move or see. Please

get help," reports AP.

John Elliott, 24, has cerebral palsy. Alone at home at Didcot,
e 50 miles (80 kilometres) west of on, he'd had a spa

playing the sﬁselling game with Dee
Dobyne 4,000 miles (6,400 kilometres) away in Maywood,

a villag
he sat in his wheelchair

Chicago, IlI.

It happened in the early hours of Wednesday. Mrs. Dobyne
him back: "I'm not going to leave you. I don't know
what to do but I'm going to find a way to help you."

She heard no more from him. He'd passed out. She thought
he lived near a town called Cheltenham, which was right, but
she had no phone number or postal address for him.

messag

vic-
ern
Afghanistan. We feel a military

the Taliban are marchi
toriously into nort

solution has better prospects
right now after numerous failed
attempts to reach a peaceful ne-
gotiated settlement,” Omar was
reported as telling the News on
Sunday.

‘Maintaining the status guo,
with the Taliban in most of the
country and the opposition
holding most of the provinces
that border Central Asia, is un-
likely to provide a stable solu-
tion in the long term.

Both sides in the Afghan

conflict have said they are
committed to a wunified
Afghanistan.

As long as the conflict con-
tinues, plans to bulild a pipeline
between Central Asia's gas
fields and the Sub-Continent
through Afghanistan will re-
main on hold, notwithstanding
the desire of the Central Asian

states to break the stranglehold

of Russia on their economies.

Iran, which has already de-
veloped strong trade ties with
the republics, has suggested an
alternative route for the
pipeline through its territory.

Although the possibility of a
unified Afghanistan appears
closer, it will not necessarily
lead to development of a re-

onal economy. The splits that
Sy

t

E:Jm region as a whole. °* |

IL."¥es these materials are get-
ting to lran. But no. we are do-
ing something about iL.” EMm-
horn. a depuly assistant secre-
Lary ol state. responded.

Asked by Sen. Max Cleland

whether US pressure would

slow down future shipments.
Einthorn said: "It's hard to pre-

dict the luture. but China has‘
become the largest seller ol
conventional arms to Iran. .. We

have inlormation of discus-
sions between Ilran and China
aboul additional conventional
weapons sales. We expect there
will be more.” .

"There just has to be better
enforcemend.” panel member
Sen. Carl Levin told a reporter
after sharp questioning ol Ein-
horn about why sanctions have
nolt been imposed lor Chinese
shipment of dual-use chemicals
to lran, .

Shipments to Iran, one ol
seven couritries on the State
Department's list ol terror-ex-
porting countries. were the
main theme ol the hearing by
the Senate Governmental Af-
lairs subcommittee dealing
with weapons proliferation.

Einhorn said a major von-
sideration on the dual-use gues-
tion is that China's contrels
Oover many exports are surpris-
ingly lax, ™

ports AFP.

ed

girls,
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7 die as quake -
jolts China

BEILJING, Apr 11: An earth-
uake measuring 6.6 on the
alchler scale hit the northwest
Chinese region of Xinjiang to-
day, kil at lease seven -
ple, a local government official
said, reports AFP.

The State Seismological Bu-
reau (SSB) said the quake
struck Jiashi county of Jiashi
in western Xinjiang at 1.34
b.p.m. (0534 GMT).

"We now have seven people
confirmed dead and 20 injured.”
a Jiashi county government of-
ficial said by telephone, addi
many buildings had collapse
and the death toll was expected
to rise.

Cloud of magnetic
matter heads
toward earth

WASHINGTON, Apr 11: A
huge cloud of etised mat-
ter that spewed from an erup-
tion on the sun is headed to-
ward earth. where it could dis-
rupt telecommunications,
NASA said yesterday. reports
AFP.

Tgt solar cloud c}nci. not pn?;
any danger to e, but cou
l-mick satellites H.!II]'Id high-volt-
agelines out of service, said Jim
Sahli, a spokesman for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space
Administration.

The "very large” solar cloud
occurred Monday around 1400
GMT and became an immense
"coronal mass ejection.” he
added.



