T S S = —

& ====1801>f fors
81 THE COMPUTERS LIMITED

i

Dhaka,
Tel : 839091, 837357

VOL. VII NO. 82 REGD. NO. DA 781

14 to vie for
each DU
(Hons) seat

By DU Correspondent

At least 14 students are going
to compete for each seat in the
First Year Honours courses of
the Dhaka University this year,
according to data available in
the offices concerned.

Distribution of application
forms were closed yesterday.
Applications will be received
tiﬁ Saturday. |

According to university offi-
cials. there are around 4300
seats in the Honours courses
under five faculties of the DU. A
total of 61,200 forms were sold
till the last date yesterday.

Around 15,100 candidates
are expected to compete for 2000
seats in Kha unit (Humanities
group) while 21,480 students
will vie for 1100 seats under Ka
unit (Science, Biological Sci-
ence and Pharmacy faculties).

A total of 9900 forms were

sold in Ga (Faculty of Business

See Page 12 Col 4

Dhaka, Bonn to
strengthen ties

Bangladesh and Germany
have to bolster bilateral
‘ties in all existing fields of co-
operation, reports UNB.

The ement was reached
at the official talks between the
two countries held in the city
yesterday.

German State Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Law Dr
Werner Hoyer, who flew to
Dhaka on Wednesday for a
three-day visit, led his country’s
side at the meeting, while State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hasan Chowdhury led the
home team.

The meeting, held in a
friendly and cordial atmo-
sphere, covered the  entire

gamut of bilateral relations and
international issues of commeon
concern. | ;
Chowdhury briefed his Ger-
man counterpart on the devel-
ments in Bangladesh and the
efforts of the present govern-
ment to institutionalise democ-
racy in the country.
e State Minister empha-
See Page 12 Col 5

Khaleda’s Khulna |
Bally nowApr 13-+ et

The public meeting of BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda

Zia scheduled for ﬂPril 12 at -

Khulna has been de
ports UNB.

The mcctin% will now be
held on April 13 instead of 12,
said a party press release yes-
terday.

Meanwhile, the party will
submit memoranda to deputy
commissioners of all districts
of the country on April 13 in-
stead of 12.

The previous schedule has
been changed due to the final
match of ICC Trophy on April
12, said a press release today.

Cargo handling
at Ctg Port
disrupted for 18-hr

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 10: Some
five thousand merchant
labourers went on a wildcat
strike, disrupting normal work
in the Chittagong Port for 18

hours till 2 pm today.

They went on the strike from
8 last night in protest against
the en of coaster workers in-
side the port. The coaster work-
ers, wanted to share the port's
works, sources said.

Earlier, coaster labourers
virll:rl: not allowed to work inside
the :

ork in the port resumed

from 2 pm after the merchant
workers called off their strike
following talks with the port
authorities, officials said.
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Talks fail : Mid-term polls likely

eve Gowda faces vote
of confidence today

NEW DELHI, Apr 10: Talks to
save the minority government
failed today and Prime Minis-

ter H D Deve Gowda prepared to .

face a confidence vote in Par-
liament and if needed, go for
mid-term polls, reports AP.

The powerful Congress
Party, which decided to with-
draw support to the ruling
coalition, ordered its lawmak-
ers to bring down the 10-
month-old government in to-
IMOITOW'S vote.

The collapse of the govern-
ment almost certain, the 14-
party coalition said it would
urge the President to call for
general elections.

Laloo Prasad Yadav, a key
leader of the coalition, said the

talks with Congress had broken
down.

"Talks are closed. It's all
over," he told reporters. "We are
ready for polls if the situation
arises,” he said. Elections were
last held in May 1996. Elections
this time, could be held in May,
coalition leaders said in pri-
vate. '

A Congress spokesman. V N
Gadgil, said his party remained
adamant that the prime minis-
ter resign, and was setting a
deadline for 11 am Friday (0530
GMT), when Parliament meets

in an emergency session.

Voting is expected to be held
after several hours of debate.
Earlier, Congress issued a
See Page 12 Col 4

Daisy murder
Main accused
executed

A young man convicted of
murdering a teenaged girl was
executed in the Dhaka Central
Jail yesterday, reports UNB.

Hasan alias Mahmudur
Rahman, 27. the main accused
in the sensational Daisy mur-
der case in Gazipur, was hanged
to death in the jail at 0059
hours. officials said.

Lutfunnahar Daisy, 15, sus-
tained severe burn injuries
when some youths set her
ablaze after pouring petrol on
her body on the night of Jan-
uary 13, 1990.

Daisy, daughter of labour
leader Shahabuddin of Bali-
gaon village in Kaliganj thana
of Gazipur district and a class
ten student of I{ali%a&gj Pilot
High School, succum to her
injuries in Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital on January 20.

Her family sued six young
men, accusing them of murder.
Hasan, who failed to develop an
affair with Daisy, was the main
accused.

See Page 12 Col 1
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3 rebel leaders want
Ershad to step down

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyva Party chief HM Er-
shad yesterday expelled Kazi
Zafar Ahmed, a presidium
member, from the party while
the three rebel party leaders is-
sued a statement seeking resig-
nation of Ershad as party
chairman.

According to a party press
release last night, Ershad or-
dered expulsion of Kazi Zafar
from the party for his 'anti-par-
ty' activities.

Zafar was earlier removed
from the party on March 18
soon after the party's rally at
the Manik Mia Avenue, but was
reinstated the next day.

Meanwhile, a joint state-
ment signed by Mizanur Rah-

‘man Chowdhury, Shah Moaz-

zam Hossain and Kazi Zafar
Ahmed demanded resignation

of the party chief saying, "if the
chairman loves the party truly
and wants to maintain its soli-
darity he should resign and
hand over EE}WE:I' to the presid-
ium and the working commit-
tee. Otherwise, he will be re-
sponsible for any damage to the
party.”

They also demanded that
party Secretary General and
Communications Minister An-
war Hossain Manju resign from
the cabinet.

“The JP is not a piece of pri-
vate property of an individual,"
the statement said adding that
the party was being run arbi-
trarilv on the whims of the
chairman. It also charged Er-
shad for 'destroying the image
ol the party'.

See Page 12 Col 7
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Political

KHULNA, Apr 10: President
Shahabuddin Ahmed has reit-
erated his call for the political
parties to dismantle their stu-
dent wings to maintain aca-
demic atmosphere on the cam-
puses and save posterity from
ruination, reports UNB.

"Spread of violence and law-
lessness In educational insti-
tutions, specially in the uni-
versities, now impede the learn-
ing process ..." he said at the
first convocation of Khulna
University.

The President, who is ‘also
the Chancellor of the univer-
sity, regretted that violence and
lawlessness have tarnished the
ﬁlnrinua role of country's stu-

ent community in Language

Movement, freedom struggle
and democratic ups :

Shahabuddin said the act of
terrorism sometimes reaches
such a stage that the university
area becomes a battle field.
*The routine s h and state-
ment of the litical leaders

ainst such incidents bear no

ect," he remarked.

He said the conscious stu-
dents should also be alert so
that they are not used as
weapons of the political parties.

'Shahabuddin at first KU convocation

The President, however,
praised the "pragmatic pro-
gramme” of Khulna University
and hoped that it would con-
tribute a lot to national devel-
opment through cultivation of
scientific education and inno-
vation of appropriate technol-

ogy.
He said a skilled manpower

is essential to explore and ex-
tract country's natural wealth

Ershad’s application
for pension,
benefits sent to
LLaw Ministry
By Staff Correspondent

The application of former
president HM Ershad to the cab-
inet division for his pension
and benefits has been referred
to the Ministry of Law and Par-

liamentary Altairs tor opiniorl.

according to sources concerned.

Another application to the
Speaker for issuance of Er-
shad's passport has also been
sent to the Home Ministry by

See Page 12 Col 2

parties urged again
to dismantle student wings

and ensure its proper use and
preservation.

"To reach the economic take-
off, alleviate poverty, and to
meet the growing demands of
the changing world, we must re-
structure our education sys-
tem," he said.

He noted with satisfaction
that work is underway to for-
mulate a balanced education
policy.

A total of 139 students were
given certificates in the convo-
cation of the university, which
started its academic curriculum
in 1991.

First batch student of Com-
puter Science and Engineerin
discipline Anisur Rahman an
Khandaker Shahidul Islam of
the second batch were awarded
gold medals.

Education Minister AS HK
Sadique. former education ad-
viser Prof Zillur Rahman Sid-
diqui and KU Vice-Chancellor
Prof Dr Golam Ali Fakir also
addressed the function.

Registrar of the university
Prof Abu Baker conducted the
convocation programme while
treasurer Prof Abdur Razzak
gave vote of thanks.

— Star photo

Road encroachment
No DCC action

in last one

month
By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka ity Corporation
(DCC) ollicials yesterday said
they were unable to prevent en-
croachments on the city roads
as the three magistrates, who
joined the DCC recently, were
yet to get magisterial powers
from the Establishment Min-
istry.

They disclosed this when
asked about what they were do-
ing to remove the construction
materials and the illegal occu-

pants from the city roads.
sce Page 12 Col 8

BCL activist shot
dead in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 10: One
activist of Bangladesh Chhatra
League was shot dead by his ri-
vals near the Pahartoli Fazlul
Hazera College today, police
said. :

According to police, Md Rus-
sel, 18, a second year student,
was chased by his rivals who
later fired on him. He died
shortly afterwards.

Police said, the killing was a
sequel to internal conflict.

Later, some supporters of
Russel staged a demonstration
protesting the killing.

Oil and gas exploration

Govt hopes to sign PSCs
for 15 blocks by Dec 16

By Staff Correspondent

Some 60 international oil
and gas exploration companies
have expressed their interest in

articipating in the bidding for
wydrocarbon exploration in 15
blocks of Bangladesh, Energy
Minister Noor Uddin Khan said
yesterday.

The government expects that
roduction sharing contracts
PSCs) for all these blocks

would be signed by December 16
next.

Till now different foreign oil
and gas companies have signed
five PSCs with the government
and it is expected that there will
be an investment of more than
500 million US dollars under
these five agreements very
soon, the minister said.

Addressing a press briefing
on the outcome of the recently
concluded promotional semi-
nars on the prospect of hydro-
earbon exploration in
Bangladesh. the minister said,
"our - special emphasis is on
faster implementation of deci-
sions."

An eight-member govern-
ment delegation led by Ener
Secretary TDut‘iq-ﬂ-E]Eﬁ};
Chowdhury held two rounds of
promotional seminars in Lon-
don and Houston throughout
March 24 to April 3. Some 30
companies attended the sermni-
nar in London and 30 others
attended in Houston.

The press briefing was at-
tended, among others, by ex-
perts of Petrobangla and offi-
cials of the Energy Ministry.

According to the Energy Sec-
retary. the bidding lor the 15
blocks were opened on March
15 and it would close on July 15.
"After that, we will complete re-
view of the bidding documents
within one month and, finish
all negotiations and procedures
with the participants to sign
P5Cs by December 16,” the En-
ergy Secretary said.

In the past, signing of PSCs
took more than two years of ne-
gotiations, he noted.-"But this
time, we have developed the ex-

See Page 12 Col 3

IMF team due this month
to negotiate $600m loan

By Govinda Shil

An International Monetary
Fund mission is likely to visit
Bangladesh later this month to
open negotiations for a 600 mil-
lion US dollar loan, official
sources said.

"The negotiations will be
based on the Policy Framework
Paper prepared by the IMF."
said an ofticial of the Ministry
of Finance.

He said the loan, if dis-
bursed, would help the coun
in its Balance of Payment (BOP)
situation and strengthen the
foreign exchange reserve.

The loreign exchange reserve
stood at about 1.77 billion dol-
lar on March 17 of this year as
against its peak position of 3.4
billion dollar in April 1995, ac-
cording to Bangladesh Bank
statistics.

A Bangladesh Bank official
told The Daily Star that IMF
was not happy with the reform
programines, specilically over
the privatisation process of the
losing state-owmned enterprises.

Bangladesh may not require
IMF's 'Standby Arrangements’
for which interest is higher,
indicated the finance ministry
official. "The other window,
which is left for us is taking up

rogrammes under the En-
Eanccd Structural Adjustment
Facility (ESAF)," he said. The

official also added that a three-
year ESAF programme might be
considered by the government.

The IMF resident mission
chief Jane Bove, talking to The
Daily Star on Monday said the
amount of loan will be deter-
mined following discussions
with the government officials.

He said there are many crite-
ria to, determine the loan
amount for the member coun-
tries of IMF. Bove also said that
the country might not require
‘emergency (standby arrange-
ment) loan' because it is only
considered when the country is
hit by natural disasters.

The country's import pay-
ments were experiencing s aﬁ
rise in the recent years. It to
27,140 crore in the 1995-96 fis-
cal from Tk 23,455 crore in
1994-95. The deficit in forei
trade in 1995-96 was Tk 13,294
crore as against Tk 10.324 crore
in the previous fiscal.

jubilation, were causing
1 noyance to the citizens, ob-
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sprinkling of
colours banned

The Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice yesterday imposed a ban
under the DMP ordinance on
exploding crackers and sprin-
kling ol colours in the
metropolitan area, reports BSS.

The move has been taken to
protect the honour of the school
and college going students and
women, for free movement of
traffic and maintaining law
and order, according to a press
release of DMP.

The press release said, dif-
ferent opportunist individuals,
organisations and institutions
during the moment of national
an-

structing traffic movement,
teasing school and college going
girls and harassing women
pedestrians by exploding crack- |
ers and sprinkling colours.
Exploding of crackers and
sprinkling of colours in the
metropolitan area are punish-

See Page 12 Col 3

4 cos to submit
final bids for
3 barge-mounted

power plants

The Ministry of Power, En-
ergy and Mineral Resources yes-
terday invited four interna-
tional bidders for establishing
3 barge-mounted power sta-
tions, reports BSS5.

This 3 power stations will
produce a total of 300 megawatt
of electricity.

Mohammad =Noor Uddin
Khan, the Minister for Power,
Energy and Mineral Resources,
while opening the final negotia-
tion at WAPDA building yester-
day morning gave directives to
the officials concerned to speed
up the process and establish the
three power stations immedi-
ately.

The four bidders invited for
final negotiations includes M/s
New England Power Company
of USA, M/s Smith Cogenera-
tion International Inc, USA.
M/s Westmont Offshore, Sdn,
Bhd of Malaysia. and M/s
Wartsila Power Development
Asia Ltd of Hong Kong.

The minister said the gov-
ernunent has taken the secision .

to establish the barge-mounted
See Page 12 Col'6

Some BNP leaders

get ad-interim bail

A High Court Division bench
yesterday granted ad-interim
bail to a number of BNP leaders,
said a press release, reports
UNB.

The division bench, com-
prising Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman and Justice Moham-
mad [ftekhar Rasul, granted ad-
interim bail to former state
minister Shahjahan Siraj,
former deputy minister Abdul
Hye, former MP Abu Taher,
former Upazila Chairman Ad-
vocate Mujibur Rahman,
Bagerhat district BNP leader A
T M Akram Hossain.

The bench also granted ad-
interim bail to DUCSU VP
Amanullah Aman, MP, and
AGS Nazimuddin Alam, MP,
BNP leader Salahuddin Ahmed,
Jubo Dal leader Abdus Salam

Azad, Commissioner of Ward

No-56 Chowdhury Alam, Sabu-

jbagh thana BNP president
Shamsul Huda, Motijheel
thana BNP president

Borhanuzzaman Omar, Ramna
thana BNP general secretary

Abul Ahsan Noni Talukder, act-

See Page 12 Col 4

ESCAP-BOI regional meet recommends

BOI network should promote
relocation of industries

The ESCAP-BOI regional
meeting recommended that the
network of Board of Investment
(BOI) in Asia and the Pacific re-

| gion should design its activities

in a manner to promote indus-
trial relocation and utilisation

| of industrial complementari-

ties, reports BSS.

“The ongoing industrial re-
location process was a
significant contribution to
industrial development of the
countries and strengthening the
fundamentals in su the
region's dynamism,” the
ESCAP-BOI! recommendations
adopted in the rm:-n:lud‘l;f ses-
sion of its first regional net-
work ing yesterday.
Thirty-four participants
from nine regional countries
including Bangladesh, China,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal,
Philippines, Repu of Korea
and Vietnam attended the
three-day meeting held in the

The meeting in its recom-
mendations observed that in-
dustrial relocation and utilisa-
tien of industrial complemen-

tarities along the sub-groups of
countries held a great promise
in reshaping the industrial
scene in the region.

It also recommended that
the network could be used by
one BOI to request another BOI
for identifying selected groups
of investors who would be will-
ing to relocate their industries
abroad — such as textiles, gar-
ments, leather. electronics

components and parts and food

Holiday for tribal
people in CHT
Apr 13

The government has de-
clared holiday on the 30th
Chaitra 13) for Chit-

Hill thcl on thtm;:i
sion of ‘Biju’, eatest tri
festival, Lﬁlﬂ.

m.:n official mwccmcm
hdid:ln_‘):rdmll ge applicable for
the people in the CHT

ﬁm. From now on the day
be a “regional holiday.”

processing.

The meeting recommended
that the regional network
should assist the countries in
benefiting from emerging new
production processes.

It recoonmended that ESCAP
should mobilise extra-bud-
getary resources to undertake
activities of the regional net-
work.

The meeting said that the re-
gional network should aggres-
sively promote dissemination
of information on investment
opportunities and specific in-
vestors/manufacturers who
were seeking investment col-
laboration in the developing
countries.

It recommended that, where
relevant, the national BOIls
should be further strengthened
to perform their promeotional
role. In this regard. the meeting
recommended that resources
should be made available to the
national BOls to upgrade their
technical and managerial ca-
pability in providing their ser-
vices.

See Page 12 Col 5

Murder case filed against

Benazir, 2 ex-ministers

KARACHI, Apr 10: Pakistani
police has registered a murder
case against former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto fol-
lowing a complaint by the head
of an ethnic party. a police offi-
cial said today, reports AFP.

Bhutto and two former min-
isters have been accused of in-
volvement in the alleged 1995
murders of two relatives of the

87 Pak civil
servants
suspended
for corruption

ISLAMABAD, Apr 10: Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif has launched a crack-
down against corruption sus-
pending 87 senior civil servants
on charges of graft and mal-
practice, reports AFP.

An official statement, an-
nuuncle:('tﬁlth: sweeping action
late Wednesday, said inquiries
had also been initiated against
a number of other officers.

The suspended officers in-
cluded seven federal secretaries,
a few serving and former presi-

See Page 12 Col 3

exiled chief of the Krachi-based
Mohajir Qaumi Movement
(MQM), Altal Hussain, he said.

Police will "soon" start in-
vestigating the complaint
lodged by local MQM leader,
Shoaib Bokhari, at a Karachi
police station late Wednesday.

Bhutto left Pakistan for
London on Tuesday. It is her
first trip abroad since she was
dismissed last November by
President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari for alleged corruption
and misrule.

Bokhari has also named
three police officials in his
complaint, the police official
said.

The accused ex-ministers are
Naseerullah Babar, interior
minister in the Bhutto cabinet,
and Syed Abdullah Shah, for-
mer chiefl minister of Sindh
rovince of which Karachi is

€ capital.

The cumﬂlajnl alleges that
Bhutto and five others were in-
volved a "murder conspiracy”
leading to the killings of a
nephew of the MOQM leader, Arif
Hussain, and a brother, Nasir
Hussain, in Karachi in Decem-
ber 1995.

At the time authorities said
bullet-ridden bodies of the two
were found in eastern Karachi.

Rajuk Comh‘lercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most ideally located Commercial Plot
Nos. 7 and 9 measuring more or less
640.14 sqr. metre (9 katha 9 chattak) and
560.59 sqr. metre (8 katha 6 chattak)
respectively on Saidabad-Jatrabari main
road, Dhaka will be allotted for 99

years lease on open auction as it as where .

basis.

Applications on prescribed form to
be obtained with terms and conditions
from Janata Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch,
Dhaka on payment of Tk. 500/- (Taka five
hundred) only in cash for each set (non-
refundable) and will be received by the
Deputy Director (Estates), Rajuk from
the intending bidders up to 2.00 PM on

29-4-9/.

The auction will be held on 30-4-97 in
the conference room, 3rd floor of the Rajuk
Bhaban, Dhaka at 10.00 AM. |

DFP-8483-7/4
G-988

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha -

Dhaka



