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Custodial Imprisonment?

The number of people, girls and women in par-
ticular. taken into protective custody throughout
the country has registered an abrupt increase over
a period of just one month. While there were 216
such captives — 161 of them female — till February,
by March the figure just shot up to 269 of whom 226
were female. The development is open to interpre-
tations — both positive and negative. Positive, be-
cause the police may have been more receptive to
the individual need for such security and people
may also have felt encouraged to seek the law en-
forcers' help. Negative, because the cases of dis-
putes and muscle-flexing could really be on the in-
crease and/or the police have caught more people
under the vagrancy act to place them under safe
custody. ;

If a month's statistics of people brought under
protective custody shows an abnormal rise there
are obviously reasons to be worried about it. After
incidents like the one involving Seema in Chit-
tagong, both the concept and system of protective
custody have been vigorously questioned. If people
under threat from criminals or powerful quarters
have to languish in jails for no fault of their own —
in extreme cases for 15 and 12 years, as reported in
the Bhorer Kagoj — and the intimidators move
freely about, we need no more proof to say that the
legal system has been a conspicuous failure. The
police prove their incapacity in the face of imped-
iment from the powerful and the state fails to en-
sure safety and security of common people. The po-
lice have moreover shown many times over that
they are unqualified to be custodians of women in
particular.

So, we suggest that the government immediately
sit with the leading women's organisations and le-
gal aid and human rights groups to devise an alter-

tection. The problem has to do with accommoda-
tion in the jails. We wonder what has happened to
the question of jail reform. The government will
have no excuse if there is recurrence of revolt in
one or more of the country’'s prisons. Measures in
this regard must be taken before the situation be-
comes explosive. Let's see the jail reform within a
short time to avert another tragedy on a great

scale,
Clear the Port Mess

Chittagong Port operations have been in a cliff-
hanging balance tilted dangerously towards the
placated caprice, one time too many, of the work-
ers’ CBA. These resumed since March 20 on a con-
ditional prop of the dispute over the use of private
equipment being put off for a fortnight in a last-
ditch bid to reach a tripartite settlement of the
question by the government, the CBA and the port
LISErs, v 1. | - i

A+formal government announcement ending the
temporarily suspended impasse is expected today
going by the agreed time-table. Whichever way the
government decision goes, we would like to place
on record our strongest reservations about the CBA
tyranny against any attempt to introduce a new
technology for a minimal modernisation of the
port operations. All concerned caved in to the
union's resistive pressure sheepishly. Even when
the private parties have volunteered to have their
cargoes unloaded with the help of much-less-than-
super-sophisticated equipment in the tace ot given
incapacity of the port employees, not to speak of
their deliberate wild-cat derelictions of duty, the
former's legitimate initiative floundered against a
wall of opposition. Don't they have a right to self-
applied safeguard at their own cost against unnec-
essary demurrage payment? '
Let's firmly fix our back against the CBA's con-
tinual stonewalling of any move to improve the
operational system at the premier port of the coun-
try in a competitive jolt vis-a-vis the services being
offered by the ports nearer home, let alone those
afar. The government must put its foot down on
their anti-reform, anti-economy and shall we add,
anti-people posture which the nation is in no posi-
tion to countenance any more. What a slide-down
in the situation this is that in addition to the dis-
enchantment being occasionally expressed by for-
eign shipping lines to keep out of Chittagong Port,
we now have our own port users worked up to the
cxtent of saying even they are prepared to boycott
it
Taking all this into account, the government
has to act decisively. To enable the government to
do that it is necessary that the Opposition keep
from fishing in the troubled waters.

Technicality Hog-wash

We have generally learnt to live with the
interminably dangling question mark over our
sense of prioritization the squeaks and squirms
notwithstanding. But, here is an instance of
abysmal mis-perception we really can't put a balm
to or let go with, irksome as it is to the core of our
sensibilities. Some things of such proven validity,
efficacy and profitability like the three units of the
Institute of Public Health (IPII} which have been
locally producing life-saving vaccines and fluids
in an import-unhappy country are gasping for
breath to stay somehow afloat.

The fate of the projects funded under the ADPs
from 1982 to 1995 and deserving a re-run from that
point onwards under the revenue budget for their
demonstrative merits has remained inexplicably
undecided. While things on the periphery of na-
tional life have been brought under the revenue
budgets over the years to give them recurring ex-
penditure lines, these life-saving vaccine or serum
units have begging bowls in their hands — thanks
to the technicality or procedural jig-saw. These
specialised production units operative since 1982
have yielded a highly skilled manpower pool of
some 146 technicians whom we must endeavour
not to lose. The stake is so much the higher.

When all the major hospitals of the country are
critically dependent on the products of the IPH
units the government must see to it that these are
brought under the next revenue budget without fail.

native safe arrangement for women requiring pro- :

HE words in the title of

this article were written

in 1960 by Professor John
Kenneth Galbraith of Harvard
University, a liberal economist,
democratic stalwart and a
foremost social critic ol the
United States. in his famous
book, The Affluent Society. He
was sh a contrast between
the private wealth of individu-
als and the sordid state of public
facilities and services in a rich
society. This contrast was an
eye- aPenH to anyone with any
social conscience anywhere in
the world. -

However, it is amazing to see
how apt this contrast between,
and the co-existence of, private
affluence and the miserable
state of public facilities and
services in Bangladesh today.
As the economy is growing,
however slowly it might be, this
contrast is becoming starker
everyday. Rich people spend
their money on luxurious goods
and use the scarcely available
public facilities which, when
are not expanded and main-
tained properly for want of
public revenues or for lack of
appropriate policies, deterio-
rate faster. This gives rise to the
wretched condition of the given
services. Therefore. an inverse
relationship will continue to be
there between the growth of pri-
vate affluence and the state-run
public services, unless remedial
measures are taken at the right
time. However, the main pur-

ose of this short article is to
ocus attention on what is hap-
pening with various public {a-
cilities in the country.

Since the Dbirth of
Bangladesh, thousands of -
ple have become multi-btllion-
aires (a quick proof of this can
be found among the owners of
plots of land and buildings in
the business centres, rich resi-
dential areas and suburbs of big

“cities of the couritry
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Every economic activity has two sides, the positive (goods) and the negative (bads). The positive side brings
forth goods which increases the income and wealth of the economy while the negative side gives rise to the bad
products like industrial and other wastes which reduce the positive values of income and wealth since a por-

tion of the values of the positive part has lo be apant in disposing thees wasles

, let alone
thriving businesses) but the
state ol almost every public fa-
cility has gone to the pits. This
is visible in m?( aspect of so-
cial and public facilities. Some
examples would illustrate the
point.

First, take the case of trans-
port facilities in the cuuntr%. As
any observer can see now, there
are too many cars, trucks pri-
vate business vehicles, private
scooters and rickshaws on too
few roads. The consequence
have been disastrous. First of
all, the roads are over-crowded
and most intensively used by
the owners of all kinds of vehi-
cles and it takes much longer
time to cover the same distances
now than it used to take about
five years ago causing a huge
waste ol working hours ol the
day. It slows down the office
and business transactions. Sec-
ondly, the road condition is de-
teriorating rapidly without any
improved maintenance ser-
vices. Thirdly, the number of
accidents is increasing every
day. Fourthly. the air is pol-
luted with black. poisonous
fumes emitted out of the oil
burning vehicles on the roads
causing severe health hazards
for all the city-dwellers.

The questions that immedi-
ately come to mind are the fol-
lowing: Does anybody care
about these ever-increasing
life-threatening hazards?
Where and how these life-haz-
ards are going to end? One can
only see these growing in num-
bers and volumes and no reme-
dies planned by the policy mak-
ers. If all these continue to oc-

cur at the present rate, one can
be rest assured that the existing
cities will not be liveable in the
next decade or so.

This raises the most elemen-
tary but fundamental question
as to what is meant by develop-
ment. Every economic activit
has to sides, the positive (goods
and the negative (bads). The
positive side brings forth goods
which increases the income and
wealth of the economy while
the negative side gives rise to
the bad products like industrial
and other wastes which reduce
the positive values of income

growth of the values of outputs
neglecting the losses due to the
economy s waste disposal will
not mean economic develop-
ment. Therefore, the values of
life and properties involved in
accidents, insurance costs and
hospital and medical costs due
to polluted environmental etc,
will have to be deducted from
the positive values of national
products as the proper index of
development. Otherwise, the
development indicators will be
fooling the people.

What about the quality of in-
ter-city and iInter-district
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and wealth since a portion of
the values of the positive part
has to be spent in disposing
these wastes. If, however, the
waste disposal is not taken care
of in the right way and at the
right time, it can give rise to an
amount of social cost in terms
of environmental pollution,
sickness, deaths, and injuries
the values of which may far
outweigh the initial values of
the positive products of the
economy.

So on the surface, the na-
tional income accounting,
which takes into account only
the positive goods and not the
negative ones, may show the

iransportation system? Roads
and railways exist to connect
various parts of the country.
The state of the railway service
is apalling. Its lines, being used
and abused by political parties
during hartal days, have made
them unsafe and vulnerable to
accidents. No one cares about
replacement of these lines.
However. the two-lane high-
ways connecting various parts
of the country are being heavily
used by private truckers., bus
owners and private car owners.
There is no sign of s limnit.
let alone enforcing them, any-
where in the country and acci-
dents have been taking place

glect of the patients

often. Who cares”?
at about the guality of

. Water su .
electricity and s supplies,
health care a educational

services in the cities and the
coun Everyone sees the
es ol garbage on the streets,
ow these rot and pollute the
air, and how crows, and
humans compete for whatever
they can recover for their con-
sumption. These are visible
even in the most elegant resi-
dential areas of the city. Nei-
ther the city authorities nor its
affluent residents bother much
about their filthy environment.
The roads in the interiors of the
cities are over-used by the pri-
vate builders and developers.
No one wants to pay taxes for
repair and maintenance of
these public roads. The apalling
situation with electricity, water
and gas supplies is hurting al-
most as well as the

. It has become a t-

il;:al issue now T

lames se.

The m in the hﬂ:&;
tals is far worse in terms of
and filth in and around these
institutions. The stories of ne-
by doctors
and nurses, the non-availabil-
ity of doctors in the hospital
and the wr treatment are

well known. e affluent -

tients, of course,

go off to India,
Sin e,

Bangkok and Europe

or the United States. Who cares

for those who cannot afford
such luxuries of foreign treat-
ment? Similarly, the state of
public education is simply pa-
thetic. Teachers in schools are
busy in earning money by giv-

Private Affluence and Public Squalor

ing private tuitions and less in
x:ndn\g time and efforts in the
ss-rooms. They have become
used to selling examination
uestions to e examinees.
t kind of education is tak-

ing place in these schools?
at kind of are these
schools producing for future
nerations? At the level of
igher education, the institu-
tions have become battle-
grounds of political parties. Ev-
eryone talks about depoliticis-
ing the universities, but noth-
ing really hap - Gun battles
erupt en. No one seems
to know how to free the univer-
sities from the mess they have

gone into.

What can be done? On the
questions of transport and en-
vironment, something concrete
can be done. First, increase the
import duty on reconditioned
and new cars and increase the
tax on the gasoline to reduce the
automobile use. Require every
tar, truck, bus and the scooter
to introduce catalytic converter
to eliminate the emission of
black fume in the air. Introduce
strict controls on the number of* *
scooters and rickshaws permit-
ted on the roads. Introduce and
enforce speed limits for all ve-
hicles in the city roads and on
the inter-city highways. For
environmental protection in-
side the cities, enforce a proper
garbage collection system and
charge fees for their clearance
and disposal. Measures for im-
Eruvlng utilit supplies,

ealtheare and cational sys-
tems need thorough overhaul,
and national commitment of
all political parties which can-
not be discussed in such a short
article. Mechanism should be
devised to collect more taxes
from the affluent ones to elimi-
nate the countryv s public
squalor.

Will Post-Deng China be Able to Cross New Hurdles?

by AMM Shahabuddin

[TH the sudden, but
not unexpected. pass-
ing away ol the greal
leader of new China Deng
Xiaoping. China has lost a great
and dynamic personality. after
Mao Zedong. But the new glori-
ous chapter ol the Chinese
episode. opened by Deng, will be
there with its blazing trail to
show the way to the new leader-
ship to mould the destiny of 1.2
billion Chinese people in years
io come., Deng opened a new
vista for economic emancipa-
tion of his people with his dy-
namic economic reforms, by
opening his country to the out-
side world, leaving for good. the
traditional closed-door behind
the 'bamboo curtain' policy.
His exil from the national

scenario, gave. ride

speculations in' the West about” .7 OF ; .
> as ﬁ-l%ie fe, he would .
also go down in China's history

the e¢apability of his® successor
Jiang Zemin who was consid-
ered by many as a "powerless
transitional figure’. Some even
described him as a "political
vegetarian”. Only future will
show how far he succeeds to
carry the 'torch’' handed over to
him by his ‘'mentor’, Deng.

New President Jiang Zemin,
in his first public statement, al-
ter assuming power, vowed that
he wouldn't “"swerve” from
Deng's policies, adding. that he
would "outdo his "~ achieve-
ments”. This was rather too
frank and too bold an an-
nouncement by Jiang and too
early also. How the people of
China will take such rather
"disrespectful show of arro-
gance” to a leader. who is con-
sidered as the "supreme leader”
and "architect” of China's new
economic order, is difficult to
Erﬁdict. It was Deng who picked

im up, practically from 'ob-
scurity', and groomed him to
shoulder the future leadership,
just as Stalin once brought out
Khrushchev out of 'obscurity'
and put him to responsible po-
sition.

Deng's Good and Bad

Days

Deng had the bitter, and
sweat tastes of both 'the best of
times' and 'the worst of times'
during his long career as a dedi-

¢

cated communist activist, from

the days of Mao Zedong. He fell
from grace of Mao when he
criticized Mao's much-publi-
cised 'cultural revolution’
(1966-1976) as a "grave mis-
take" for which he was stripped

of his post and sent to do 'me-
nial work' in a countryside fac-
tory. He had the worst suffer-
ings in those days. But he stuck
to his gun and endused pa-
tiently with better hopes that
carme literally on a silver plat-

ler after the demise of Mao. But
in one sense, Deng was lucky

Sir, The foundation trainin
is a pgovernment-prescribe
training programme compul-
sory for the BCS Education
cadre members. This training is
conductied by the National
Academy for Educational Man-
agement (NAEM) situated at
Dhanmondi, Dhaka. The train-
ing course has been developed
by the National Training Coun-
cil.INTC). The course is of about
two months, to be precise 60
days duration.

The training course contains
four theoretical subjects, viz. 1)
Bangladesh studies, 2) Public
administration, 3] Manage-
ment ]I)ru-r:ess and 4) Develop-
mental economics. The criti-
cism of a book, writing of a
term paper on a specific topie,
attending daily physical exer-
cise and participating in study
tours also constitute the train-
ing course.

From the above description
of the foundation training
course, it is obvious that the
course may well be worthy and
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"swerve" from Deng

not to leave his country and live
an ‘exiled’ life like Trotsky who
left his country in 1927 due to
his feud with stating, to live in
exile in Mexico where he was
assassinated in 1940. Thus
Deng could come back to power
and rule the country for about
two decades.

But the two sides of each
coin are not always the same of
shining glaze. There are at’
times light and shade. And
Deng's regime shows these two
sides glaringly. Just as he would
be remembered for his historic

._ ' g:ﬁ%as 0

as playing a ‘key-role’ in
crashing the pro-democracy
movement that led to the mas-
sacre a the Tiananaman
Square on 4 June 1989. During
this turmoil. President Ji

was 'politically’ born in the
hands of Deng as a 'mid-wife'.
With both far-sight and fore-
sight, Deng made him Commu-
nist Party chief after Zhao
Ziyang, a reformist and a close
associate of Deng, was stripped
of his post, because he was
dubbed as a supporter of democ-
racy movements so what Mao
did to Deng, the same was re-

peated by Deng in the case of -

one of his close associate Zhao.

Deng More Cautious than

Gorbachev

Deng was indeed a champion
of "building socialism with
Chinese characteristic”. He was
in the fore-front in his philoso-
phy although similar voices
were heard from some after
communist leaders, including
Marshal Tito and Fidel Castro.
Deng successfully brought out
China from behind the tight-
roped so-called "bamboo cur-
tain" rigid communist economy
to the outside world with fresh
air from the West with its open
market economy. Although he
became appreciably quite lib-
eral in his economic policy,
perhaps taking a cue from West-
ern economic success, but he
proved rigid so far as 'import-

ing’ western type of democracy
was concerned. Perhaps he
learnt a hard lesson from Gor-
bachev of former Soviet Union,
who was raised to the sky bK the
western leaders and orches-

trated media because of his

‘openness’, both politically and
economically, with two popu-
lar, slogans of glasnost and
prestroilca that led to his quick

bl

fall. Deng was cautious and
took measured steps avoiding
‘pitfalls' and 'minefields'.

Deng started his economic
reforms particularly from the
rural areas where the vast ma-
jority of 1.2 billion people live
and work. His policy brought
about a tremendous change in
the quality of life of the peas-
ants and landless labourers
during 1979-1984, when, ac-
cording to one estimate, the
farmer's incomes rose by 17 per
cent a year, lifting them from
near-subsistence level and giv-

ing, dhesn aaore,

every rise has its fall and an in-
evitable crash follows a certain
period of boom. So happened
with the flourishing Chinese
farmers in the 1980s. And some
media reported that their an-
nual income fell from 17 per
cent to only 2 per cent, creating
a panic and havoc among the
farmers. There was shortage of
jobs, dearth of scopes the na-
tional economy seemed to have
reached a saturation point,
Ironically, it led to huge exodus
of unemployed farmers and a
large-scale migration from the
rural to the urban areas in
search of jobs. Millions of
farmers were on march. Per-
haps a cruel reminiscence of the
historic Long March which led

the Chinese people to establish

world's second Communist
country. According to one re-
port, about ten million mi-
grants entered Guangdong
province (Canton).

Economic Disparity : A
Different Stroke

But there is another side of
the boom. The boom has shown
a tragic boomerang too. When
millions were on the march in
search of jobs and food for sur-
vival, important cities, like Be-
jing. were bursting with activi-
ties of the 'meo-rich’ people.
Thus Deng's policy created an
outright economic disparity
among the people, creating a so-

called elite class, and a poor
class. The elite class in Beijing
and other flourishing cities had
their posh new bunglows, new
imported cars, domestic ser-
van's and "even feed their pets
with imported pet-food”, as one
report says. while their poorest

‘cousins’ were struggling for

food and shelter on an annual
income of $65 only!

Although Deng was success-
ful in later years to tide over the

impetus. for ‘b
ther rise. But just as !ﬂﬁgpeﬂn *
with westérn economic system, -

difficult time through subse-
quent five-year plans, but still
niuch was left to be done to stop
the recurrence of the huge mi-
gration of rural farm people in
search of jobs in the urban ar-
eas. According to one estimate,
by 2020, China's urban popula-
tion could more than double
from its current about 400 mil-
lion to some 840 million, and
says an analyst, "unless a way
can be found to control it, the
next century will present China
with breeding grounds for civil

New President Ji.;ng Zemin, in his first public statement, after assuming power, vowed that he wouldn't
's policies, adding, that he would "outdo his achievements".

said : "Such official graft
threatens the entire future of
the nation and the Chinese
Communist party'. Jiang has
touched the right chord at the
right time. Even horse-racing
and gambling (so-called capi-
talist or vices), which
were bahned in China for the
last four decades or so, have
come back under the new name
of "horse intelligent taste”, and
gamblers are around under the
new name of "fun-seekers”, just
to dodge the prevailing law.

unrest...." (Chicago Tribune report). At
- - wesleast, the new, leadership in,
wm # *China, is no longer t,ed.. r

2T

Today. China's coastal areas
are said to be the fastest-grow-
ing economies in the world. Un-
fortunately, that doesn't mean
that the whole of China is
throbbing with new prosperity.
When blood accumulates at one
particular place, that's not a
sign of health. People in the
faraway rural areas in this vast
country are still struggling on
their subsistence-level income.

The new Chinese government,

headed by Jiang. will have to
meet this “f rush” of the
growing population which is
e ted to reach at "peak"” at
1.6 billion by 2040, even work-
ing on its present one-child pol-
icy. China's current Five-Year
plan, launched in 1996.
promises several million new
jobs to meet the situation. Chi-
nese economic planners fore-
cast economic growth of about
nine cent each year for next
decade. :

If that goes ahead undis-
turbed and unhampered. Jiang
will, no doubt, emerge as a pop-
ular leader, next to Deng, even
if he can't "out-do" him!

Ugly Face
But apart from economic

problems, Jiang will have to
deal with pernicious "evils” that

"have already entered Chinese

social life, like corruption.
grafting, bribery. gambling.
prostitution. A recent media re-
port said that China had con-
victed some 41 bank officials
for “franding” in a city near
Shanghai, thrnugh “illegal” in-
vestment, of 1.5 billion Yuan (S8
184 million). It shows the ex-

- tent of corruption and 'craze' for

getting rich quicker. Unless
checked. such vices would eat
into the vitals of the Chinese
nation. Jiang himself, com-
menting on this., has rightly
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usable to any member of any of
the BCS cadres, but there is
1iwothing specialised for educa-
tion, i.e. the course is aevoid of
any pedaguglcal elements.

It may be mentioned here
that I had the privilege of con-
ducting my MEd thesis on "De-
termination of Bangladeshi
College Teachers' Teaching
Competency in Biology".

- The research revealed that
only 20 per cent of the college
biology teachers have profes-
sional qualifications, i.e. B. Ed.
and/or M.Ed. degrees. The sit-
uation may be similar in case of
the teachers of other disci-
plines. The investigation also
revealed that teachers having
professional qualifications are
superior in competency at 5 per
cent level of significance to the
untrained teachers, while the
teachers having completed the
foundation training (and no
professional degree) are not
significantly superior to the un-
trained ones. _

Therefore, it is imperative
that the college teachers should
also acquire at least the B.Ed
degree like the school teachers.

But it would be impossible for
the government to provide the
B.Ed training to all the un-
trained college teachers all at a
time. Hence it is suggested that
the NTC should reshuffle the
foundation training course so
that at least the government
college teachers can have some
pedagogical studies during their
compulsory training.

ere may be two ways of
reshuffling. One is to lengthen
the training course duration
from two months to three
months so that the course may
contain at least two more sub-
jects like Educational Psychol-
ogy and Principles of Educa-
tion. The other way may be to
replace some repetitive subjects
by some essential elements of
pedagogy. especially the above
two. Now, what are the repeti-
tive subjects in the present
foundation training course? It
would not be unfair to state that
the subjects like Bangladesh
Studies and parts of Public
Administration and Develop-
mental Economics are mere

titions of the BCS examina-
tion course that has been com-

pleted by the BCS Education
cadre members before entering
the cadre service.

M A S Molla :
Trainee, Foundation Trainin
National Academy for
Educational anagement
(NAEM)
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

"Let there be..."

Sir, It's time for someone to
invent and market a gadget,
which can be fitted over the
flame of the gas cooker in my
kitchen for emergency llg‘hti ;
when electric power fails. No
lnmgcrmg with or connection
to the gas line. Something in-
condescent, smokeless. If such a

lighting unit is available, it

may be imported.
ndly, LP Gas lamps may
be marketed. Light and

portable, it will have large
ulc“?, not be at th

€ must at the mercy
of the electricity wallas!

AZ
Dhaka-1207

§4 52+ % pfollow a policy. as they, say.

"Hear all. see all, say nowt
(nothing)". :

Political Unrest : A New
Phenomenon

The recent bomblasts in and
around Beijing, killing several
people. unheard of before, and
political demonstrations in the
north-western province of Xin-
giang, dominated by a Muslim
ethnic group, have undoubtedly
rung the danger bell. They
carry ominous signals. Besides,
discontent and unrest is brew-
ing in Tibet, now a province of
China, for autonomy. It is an-
other pain in the neck of Bei-
ing. It's looming large on the

orizon.

That's why the Chinese mili-
tary forces have been put on
"top alert' in both Xingiang and
Tibet in a bid to "curb separatist
activities” in these areas. Ac-

cording to a media report, the

plead: B united China to its

Chinese Military Commission
has urged the "regional forces to
be on alert to prevent overseas
elements from inciting unrest
in Xinjians in a move to split
the motherland”. Also, a Chi-
nese "armed riot police” has
been sent to both Xinjiang and
Tibet "to back up military .
forces and police”. But China
should take a lesson from the
'‘Book of Knowledge' of Russia.
Because what is Chachnya and
Maldova to Russia, Xinjiang
and Tibet is to China. ia
has learnt a lesson hard way
that use of military forces often
backfires and results in total
disaster.

It's, therefore. obvious that
the post-Deng Chinese leader-
ship has a tremendous task atlﬂ
s6l, by Deng, overcoming both
the socio-economic issues,
which are creating economic
discontent among the vast ma-
Jmilﬁ ol rural population, on
one hand, and on the other, to
pacify, politically, the political
unrest that is commenting
troubles in some areas. As the
Chinese government has al-
ready expressed its apprehen-
sion about the "overseas ele-
ments inciting unrest”, it is to
be seen how far the government
succeeds in its economic as well
as political mission.

“As the old adage says : 'A
chain is no stronger than its
weakest link." the new leader-
ship will have to show their
economic and political sagacity
to identify "the weakest link" in
the chain of their unity to pre-
cept an obvious assaull on it
from any side. The enenies .l-
ways hit at the weakesl point to
settle their score.

BNP lawmaker Giasuddin

| Quader Chowdhury proposed a

bill to increase the powers of
the members of the parliament.
The bill known as "Parliament
Member-Special Provision
Law, 1996", if turmed into a res-
olution of the parliament, will
just be another barrier in the
way of development.

Firstly, a member of the
parliament is a lawmaker, not
an administrator. The govern-
ment governs the country
through its various organiza-

"supreme” person of his/her
constituency the government
and development programimes

less red-tape.

Secondly. why should a
would-be cnmﬁan Jfirm or in-
dustry need the MP's permis-

sion to set up an industry? We
live in a free market society, in
a society of private enterprises.

has to come mainly from the
private sector and from inter-
national investment. If some-
one decides to set up an industry
in an area, the industry be-
comes an asset to the area. Why
would there be need to ask the
MP? If the concerned MP really
does want development to come
he would clear the path of for-
malities and red-tape to attract
investment ... It is really unfor-
tunate that there are people in
the parliament who think oth-
erwise ... to pasting another red-
tape in an already sticky bu-

reaucratic process. A member of

the parliament who would want
suf rs would hinder the
development of his/her con-
stituency.

Permission of the MP to
provide relief?..... that to me
does not make much sense. If

tiohs and institutions. However
if each and every one of the par-
liament members becomes the

shall face hindrances and need-

Development in our couniry
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Path of Development

Joy Alamgir

there is a disaster in an area
that gives rise to the need of re-
liel and if someone or some
agency wants to forward relief
why would that entity need the
MP's permission? Why would
an MP want the power to stop
relief activities? His/her power
to give permission to relief
supplying entities would not be
a positive power but would be a
power to negate relief. Is that
what he/she really wants?
Would he/she really want
his/her area struck by some
disaster not to relief? This
bill if granted by the parlia-
ment would not be a of

rowth and development. The

ill also says any kind of reha-
bilitation programme has to
have the MP's permission .... |
had to laugh at this. These pro-
grammes are designed to give
those members a second chance
in life. Again, why would a
member of parliament want
rights that would let him stop
any kind of rehabilitation pro-
gramme?

Permission for Food for
Works programme? Wouldn't
an MP want his people to be
employed? Why would he want
such a power that would give
him the right to deny permis-
sion to employment providing
firms/entities to operate in
his/her constituency*

He would be an adviser to ed-
ucational institutions in his
constituency — | am afraid that
as current politics go, a right |
such as this will become a tool
for politicizing the growing
minds before the minds develop
political judgement. So this
right may further politicize our
already heavily ticized edu-
cation system.

| hope that the current par-
liament will see through this
bill and vote on it ingly.




