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CHITT

TAGON?

a'l

t coach was
or Chiitagung
It was twr.::- O'clock in the

morning and ever}rlhnﬁ was

uiet along the aka-

hittagong highwaj,r The scene
inside the coach was quite
different from the usual scenes
inside night coaches. At two
O'clock in the morning, most of
the thirty-six passengers are
sound asleep. Usually a single
dim light bulb is switched on
and music sets are turned off.
Every sort of attention is
provided +to assist the
passengers to sleep through the
journey. But in this night
coach, every sort of gttention
was being provided to prevent
the passengers from falling
asleep: all the bulbs inside the
bus were switched on, heavy-
metal music was being played
and hot tea was being served.
Moreover, there were four secu-
rity guards among the sixteen
passengers. Two-thirds of the
seats were empty tonight. Any-
one who had read about the bus
lootings on the Dhaka-Chit-
tagong highway would clearl
understand the reason behin
all the precautions obtained by
the night coach.

Farhan and Zillur were
among the twelve passengers in
that bus. They were investiga-
tive reporters of the well-
known newspaper: "The Dhaka
Tribune". Their report on the
IBA bank scandal had made
them famous all over
Bangladesh. This time, they
had a very different assign-
ment; they had to investigate
about the lootings of several
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by Tanzir Latif
socks. The atmosphere grew
tense as the bus cros the

milestone that read: "Chit-
tagong-87 kilometres”. Only
one more kilometre to go. The
bus slowed down to cross a
speedbraker before a damaged
bridge. It entered into the dam-

% hridge and then, everyone
lell sound asleep.

The bus was recovered by the
police, parked beside the mile-
stone that read: "Chittagong-86
kilometres". The twelve but one
passengers, the four security-
guards, the driver, the helper —
all of themm were sound asleep.
All the Iuc%gages bags, watches,
the guards' rifles were missing.
Farhan's camera was also
missing. Three other coaches
were looted that night. One pas-
senger from every single
was Imissing.

The police thoroughly
searched that area but nothing
was found. Most of bus owners
stopped the night-service in
fear of the looters. Farhan and
Zillur placed their report on

the incident:

"Four more t coaches
were looted the

before yesterday.

police combed that area

" but failed to recover any-

Some important facts
were uncovered and dis-
closed

to police. These facts
might help the police to
trace the

-86-KM

N=-00=L7FA

police and the BDR thanked the
eporters for their assistance.

ter all it was their idea to
carry out such an operation.
Zillur's hidden micro cassette
recorder had provided all the
necessary information. They
disclosed it to the police and
asked for their help. The police
and the BDR came on a joint
mission inorder to put an end to
all these lootings. Zillur had
overpowered the looter's ac-
complice in the bus, and
Farhan had taken pictures of
the whole mission with his new
camera. The chapter of the bus
lootings was thus over. Farhan
and Zillur placed their final
report to the Chief Editor of 'the
Dhaka Tribune.' It was printed
on the next day's paper:

The Milestone that read:'
Chittagong-86 kilometres'.

"The mystery of the bus
lootings on the Dhaka-Chit-

was solved at last. After
looting three night coaches

m L

the first t, eight on
the second, four on the

third, the looters were

t while looting on the

fourth night. Thirteen
looters were caught and
most

of the looted goods were
recovered. The police and
the

BDR went on a joint mis-

‘sion to catch the looters.

The bus ovwners have been

buses on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway. They had already
placed their initial report about
the incident and it was printed
in yesterday's newspaper.
Farhan was having a look at it:

"Several night coaches were
looted on the Dhaka-

Chittagong highway over
a space of two days. Three

coaches were looted on
the first night, and eight

were looted on the sec-
ond. It was learned that all
the

people in those eleven
buses were sound asleep
when

found by the police. None
of the , drivers or

helpers could recall how
they had fallen asleep. The

looters were not yet been
traced when this report was

be written. The most
interes fact uncovered is

that all those eleven
buses were found parked

beside
a milestone that read.

"Chitt:gong—ﬁﬂ kilometres™'.

ulice combed that area
today but failed to
recover anything. All
vehicles that route at
t are advised to be
on alert. The police has
asked
for the assistance of the
inhabitants of that area
inorder to catch the loot-
ers. A reward of Taka
10,000 /-
has been declared on any
correct information on the
looters. Cases have been
filed in relation to this
incident. Informers of
the whereabouts of the loot-
ers
are requested to call at
(02) 72572959,
Farhan folded the newspa-
per and kept it inside his bag.
Zillur was sitting next to him.

He was reading Robin Cook's
latest bestseller. Farhan looked
through the window beside his
seat. The bus had just crossed
the milestone that read: 'Chit-
tagong-89 kilometres. An old
man among the passengers
started reciting verses from the

oly Quran. The helper started
checking the doors and the
windows of the bus. A middle-
aged man locked his briefcase
and kept it under his seat. The
securi guards checked their

cartri and the driver
ste nn the accelerator.
Farhan took his camera out

and Zillur switched on the cas-
sette recorder hidden inside his

 looters. Bume other
things were also uncovered
but

they cannot be disclosed
to the public. The reward

has

been increased from
Taka 10,000/- to Taka
50,000/ -.

Informers are requested
to call at (02) 7257295-9 and

(031) 9163026. Night
coaches are advised not

to use that route before-
further notice. Cases have
been

filed in accordance to

this incident;"

The looters had taken every
costly possession they could
find. Th had even taken off
costly shoes! But they had
missed the most important
thing: The Panasonic micro
cassette recorder in Zillur's
sock. Farhan and Zillur had all
the answers to the 'looting mys-
tery.

A luxury night coach was
heading towards the milestone
that read: 'Chittagong-86 kilo-
metres’. Out of the thirty-six
passengers, six were security

uards, two were Zillur and
arhan, and the rest twenty-
eight were original travellers.
The bus was now only one
kilometre away from the mile-
stone. A contingent of the police
force was guarding the whole
area, unseen by anyone. BDR
trucks were following the night
coach from a safe distance.
Farhan and Zillur were sitting
at the back seats. They were
dressed as women, wearing
veils and hezabs. As soon as the
bus to cross the speed-
braker fore the damaged
hnd e. they wore on their gas
s. The bus entered into the
hridgc and everyone except a
man and the two reporters fell
asleep.

Farhan and Zillur pretended
to be asl The other man,
who waa?lgn wearing a gas
mask, got u frmnhiuutaland
quickly took the control of the
bus. He stopped the bus out of
the and its doors.
About twelve armed looters
came of buses and were
just entering into the bus when

the Two BDR (Bangladesh Ri-
fles) trucks came and stopped
beside the bus. The BDR jawans
jumped out of the trucks with
their rifles, and the policemen,
hidden in that
charged with their 303s and
shotguns. The looters had only
three firearms and as they
outnumbered by the ratio 1:7,
they had to surrender. The

thirteen notorious looiers were

handcuffed and taken away.
The officer-in-command of

TEas et o

relieved after a thﬂ:t.
t long anxiety.
The whole plan of opera-
tion of the bus looters were
quite simple. The looters
chose hu:ury night coaches
- because most of its pas-
sengers are well off.
- The picked the coaches
they wanted to loot and one
of their accomplices

boarded the bus as a passen-

As soon as the bus driver
slowed down the bus to
cross the npeudhrnktr
before the
the accomplice, unua.lly
sitting at the back seats,
wore
on a gas mask and dis-
charged a powerful
smnoke bomb which could
ensleep people at an instant.
The man used to get up
quickly from his seat and
take control of the bus.
He then would cross the
damaged bridge and park
the bus near
the milestone that read:
'Chittagong-86 kilometres.'
The looters would come
out of the buses and
take away all the costly
. The accomplice
goc:l:uld also escape with
the looters. This was the
reason
as to why one passenger
was always missing from
the fifteen buses looted.
The looters had chosen
the milestone that read:
'Chittagong-86 kilome-
tres' as the place of action
for
several favourable rea-
sons. This area was usually
empty. There were no
houses or police check
points
nearby. They could hide
in the nearby bamboo bush
fields, and escape quickly
that area. The
speedbraker before the
made the
buses slow down and this
enabled the accomplice
to take over the control of
the bus easily. There was
a small road behind the
bush and could
easily er loading a
small lorry with the looted
oods. A police check-
t will be ed at

mm milestone that
read: Chittagong-86 kilome-
tres.'

add to the beauty of mother
nature and make it more
colourful and beautiful. Like
human beings they have almost
all the things necessary for
normal life. And like human
beings they have the right to
live here, on this planet. Yet, we
do not give them that right.

The only. difference that
makes animals ‘inferior' to us
is that they do not have any of
those wonderful brains we
have. But that doesn't really
%v: us the right to torture them.

e don't want to consider the
fact or rather think about the
fact that life and freedom aré as
valuable to them as they are to
us. We just point the gun at the
animals and shoot, without,
siving a single thought to the its
eelings. We take care of human
beings, then what's wrong with
taking care of animals. The an-
imals don't even demand that,
they just want us to leave them
alone.

Most commonly. (these days)
hunting and killing are meant
for showing how powerful and
skiég:ul we arehth ul:ir:k the
Str a ‘we-beat ‘them just’
becalise they're dn Dnesjuﬂ
indicate we are’ puwerﬁﬂ peo-
ple? Well, of course ... we are

powerful and merciless.

i

E all know that anim-
als form an important
art of this world. They

Star Phﬂtﬂ

We lock these animals up in
cages for people to come and see
and enjoy. We don't even want
to know that they are starvin
for freedom. Even when we |
them up in cages we don't look
after them properly. Just look
at the incident that occurred at
the Mirpur Zoo in Dhaka. The
animals had to suffer to death
because of personal grudge be-
tween the staff there. Talk
about human rights, abolishing
all animal rights! How can we
call ourselves just, kind and so
thoughtful after this. We have
there animals behind bars and
even after locking them up we

.are not satisfied. We have to

make them suffer for our stu-
pidity. The staff in the zoo was
appointed only to look after the
animals. Instead. look what
they did. These people have no
respect towards the animals (no
doubt). nor towards their jobs.

The zoo is like a prison to
these animals. They haven't
done anything wrong in being
animals, have they? Then why
take their freedom awa
not give them the right
to us? Why don't we let them
live in what ever way they
choose?

This world'is niot nn]y

the Biimafs, “TH ‘ig'ﬂrld”is‘ '

__the animals 100

ol this h‘iulngfﬂl xmrldu!'usl as '
we are. Lets ghre them right

they

Why
owe '

fn'f !

by Ahmed Khaled Rashid

E has Deen called "a stre-

et fighher. 'a fulminat-

H ing maniac’ a cheater

and what not. Controvery has
followed him throughout his
career. He has been fined on
numerous occasions for
showing dissent and using
abusive language.

Yes. he is Steve Waugh. the
jce-man’ of the Aussie Cricket
team. Steve Waugh has showed
to us that cricket is not just a
game of technical and physical
abilities but there is also a men-
1al and psychological aspect in

and you will find very few
p]ay&rs if any, in the world
cricket today who has the fierce
determination. mental tough-
ness and fighting qualities that
Steve Waugh has.

Throughout Steve Waugh's

that his style of hatting is awk-
ward and uncouth. The fact was
out that he couldn't play short
pitched stuff. But these things
didn't bother Steve; he worked
hard on his game and developed
a unique style entirely of his
own. Fast bowlers throughout
the world have pestered him
with short bowling but he is
prepared to hang abeut and take
a few blows on the body. There
can be no better example that
his courageous 200 (n.o) in
Kingston. Jamaica, where he
was impervious against the
hostile West Indian attack.
With the bowl in his hand
Steve is also brilliant. He does-
n't have the pace of Wagar or

career some critics have said .

Danald but bowls some
swingers and cutters and al-
ways chips in with wickets. He

was the first bowler who intro-
duced and rfected the slow
ball in one day cricket. He will

have a word or two to the bats-
man to upset his concentration.
How many times we have see-
him getting after the batsman
in this way and eventually
picking up the wicket.

Steve Waugh is a pugnacious
character who will not flinch
from having a go at the o
nents. He will do anyt ing
(well. almost anything) tu get
the job done. He cﬂ)csnt seem Lo
have a defensive love for his
bedy. His belligerence on the
field is very much typical of the
Australian cricketers of the
past and present. But it is also
true that, whatever he may be
on the field, off the field. he is a
very amiable and affable guy,
which is a testimony of his
professionalism, if nothing
else.

It is always pleasure to
watch Steve Waugh in the mid-
dle. the way he looks, eyes full
of calmness, determination.
and intense concentration. He
has gone from strength to

strength and has now become
one of the leading all rounders
of world cricket today and one
can be assured of the fact that
wherever, whenever he plays

cricket, he will play the only
way he knows how to play — the
hard way.
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I '51 is for the sixth time
at we are participati
in the ICC, to earn ap;lagcg
in the World Cup. On the last
five occasions miserably failed
to capitalize our good fortune.
We failed because of our own
faults and we have no one to
blame for it. Bangladeshi
players have tremendous
vitality but cannot show their
worth at the right moment. As
we are getting one day status,
soon it is extremely important
::hat we quality for the World
LII:IL'I"h.\\: ICC tournament has al-
ready started; we have qualified
for the second round as ex-
pected, infact there is no reason
why Bangladesh cannot go to
the semifinals. Bangladesh be-
came the only unbeaten team in
their group. and easily made to
the second round. One aspect
which I observed is the fact that
our players are behaving like
professionals for the first time
and they are playing positive
cricket, which they should have
done earlier. They made a
Shaky start by beating Ar-
gentina, but 111 their other
matches they played excep-
tionally well. ﬂur gattin was
hnwever not upto the mark
They batted well, but could not
manage a score which they
could have had. They have lack
of application, as coach
Greenidge pointed out, and they
must improve on it. The day the
openers gave their country a
good start, the middle order to-
tally cnlla]lased and the day the
openers played bad. the middle
order succeeded. Infact cansis-

tency must prevail, if
Bangladesh face against good
teams. They have to do well in
every department.

Their bowling and fielding
has definitely improved, but
there is a scope lor more im-
provement. We must remember
one thing that is, in the first
round we plaiyed against teams
that are not of our standard, but
in the second round we will face
stiff challenge from the other
teams, like Holland and Kenya,
who are good cricketing sides.
Kenya will also be a problem
though they are not in
Bangladesh's group. In my opin-
ion Bangladesh's batting should
improve. 1 do not have any idea
why their batting has
down. We could not bat com-
fortably in any ol the first
round matches except the one
against East Africa. Against
Holland and Kenya if
Bangladesh cannot score above
220, then they will have prob-
lem. Their fielding has defi-
nitely improved but they should
practice llllt]ll% the sLumps
more ol len tich they are
weak in.

In my .opinion four teams
will go to the semi-finals,
Kenya. Bangladesh, Holland
and Scotland. If Bangladesh
can become Champion in their

roup, they will most probably
ace Scotland, and can move
into the finals, while Kenya,
will face Holland. If my equa-
tion is right, Bangladesh and
Kenya are supposed to meet in
the final, in Kenya on April
12th. Now let us focus on the

other three teams.

-"'L:-

gone
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by Ishrak Ahmed Siddiky

In the fifth ICC., Kenya be-
came champions and got a place

o play in the World Cup. They
are a good side and has the ca-
pab:]iéy to turn the game
around. Let us not forget that
they beat West Indies in the
World CuF. Last month they ar-
ranged four nation trophy
which gave them a lot of experi-
ence. All the players who played
in the last Wurlci’ Cup, are play-
ing in the 1CC.

Holland is one of the
favourites to win the ICC trophy
this year. Though half of lhE
teamn those played in the last
World Cup are absent. They still
have a good prospect to quality.
In the fourth ICC trophy they
became runners-up. ’l%ey have
some good players who are re-
sponsible for their success in
the past.

Scotland in my opinion will
qualify up to the semi-finals.
They have a long cricket her-
itage ol playing cricket and has
improved a lot. Most of their
players play in the country,
which makes them experience.

Twelve crore people's eyes
are focused in Kualalumpur.
They have a dream that their
team will play in the World Cup.
The last five times they were
deprived of seeing Bangladesh
in the World Cup. Cricketers my
earnest request don't let them
downi. We know you can do it.
Oh God! Please %ve us a gﬂ{}d
fortune. Let nothing stop

this time. Our heads wn]l I'IS'E
high when we will hear the tune
of 'Sonar Bangla' in Lords. Let
us hope for the best. God bless

our Cricketers!

We want thls tlme th.E ICC tmphv in Akram's hand.

The Unloved

by Shehzin Mozammel

O N a misty morning,
up on a cliff,

there s e stands.

Hurt, alone, depressed,

tears embed her eyes,

and flow quickly down the
smooth contours of her face.

For a moment it seems,

that she shakes her fists

at the heavens in fury,

as if claiming to take revenge.
She calls out to her beloved,
no reply.

She calls again,
still nothing but an echo,
She sighs.

Distressed, she slowly

makes her way to the edge

of the cliff,

and looks down.

The blue

water below is unusually calm,

as if it were in a deep slumber,
She glances at th:esrf(y

once more, and grins. ..
.. she jumps....
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by Zenith T Ahmed

The Life is good
But some
Those le who are sick,
Know is bad,

For that reason they have

To sleep on the bed,

And can't have fun.

But some of the k

Know how to come strong.
A child is sick in winter.

But gives the fault to herself.
Also those who know

are sick.

A world of
Tn eat healthy food: eggs and
milk
To be used as medicine

by Naureen Rahnuman with Daulat Ara Begum

OCTORS were always
making me do exercises.
They also told me
how great | was doing. 1 was
lying there thinking.

Great’? | haven't done anvthing
but endure the ride. I'm just ly-
ing here. I can't mwove anything.
Every moruing | woke up hop-
irg to recover more and more. |

was miraculously recovering
clay by day.
Life is a blessing

I came back Lo my home af-
ter staying 14 days in hospital.
Then after staying one day in
Dhaka. I came Krdl.k to 5\:111::-1 h_'-,F
aeroplane. From the airport |
went home by an ambulance.
The ambulance siren was
screaming as we pulled up to our
house.

Evervday lots ol people came
to my house to see me. At home.
| got around under my own
strength as much as possible. |
was struggling every waking
hour to take back my body.
That was the focus of my life
now: that. and my love for my
family and my faith in the
Lord. 1 had no doubt | was going
to get through it. Time for me
was measured not by days any-
more but by momentis that
meant something to my body.
Day by day, slowly | started to
sit on my own. My father,
mother and brother was always
beside me. They were encourag-
ing me to recover. Days weril,
weeks went and then months.
Each day it seemed God was
blessing me with gifts.

The doctors were right about
the fact that I had a long way to
go. It had been 54 days since my
injury. | had lost 10 pounds.

At last my dream ¥artlally
turned into reality. The day
was a memorable one. The doc-
tor opened my plaster and told
me that I could start walking al-
ter a week or so. | was eagerly
waiting for that day when |
wuuld' able to walk. 1 recall

detail of the time | took
m rst shower. The feeling of
1hat cool glorious stream of
water running down my f[ace
was one of the most delicious
sensations I'd ever felt.

Al last my dream turned inje
reality, | started to walk. When iy

put my teet down on the tloor, |
was =0 scared. My heart was
pounchng. My lather. mother
and brother helped me to walk,
[t was paintul and also
painstaking. My lamily was
anxious that I nmght fall down
tause | couldn't balance my

hody properly.

My dreain did turn into real-
ity. The dream: which 1I'd
thought about countless times
as | had lain down in hospital
beds staring up at the ceiling.

| then went to my dentist and
he opened all the wires from my
mouth. He also removed the
metal plate. I was fully all night.

[t lias all been so unreal. To-
day as | sometiine stand in my
verandah, watching birds fly-
ing 1 the sky. seeing the breeze
bend the trees above me. [ won-
der: Has all this really hap-
perned to me?

As proofs I've a scar on my
leg, where there was a fracture;
and there are scars where the
SCrews went in. through my jaw.
Thev'll be there torever, | guess,

For a long time, | didn't
thaink about the fact that I'd
never be like betore, that part of
my lite was behind ine. | some-
time see photographs of mine
where | was runnmg. jumping
and doing skilltul activities. 1
look at the pictures recalling
about each ot those moments
and all they meant 1o me. 1

I know now it was a kind ol
mourning, a stage 1 had to
through betore [ could -truly
leave those times behind. and
go about the business ol mmoving
OI1.

People want to know if I ever
ask Wﬁy me? When [ look back
and remind myself of where ['ve
been ol where | was only a mat-
ter of months ago, where | was
yvears ago, and all the hlesuin%:
I've received throughout m
with so much life stlll ahead of
me, how could I ask: Why Me?

If I've learned anything from
my experience, it's that the Lord
is with us if we falter, He is with
us if we fail. He is with us when
we break, and He can help make
us whole,

I've also learned that all of
life is a blessing. That realiza-
tion has been a real mirw &
me.



