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A Comw.m Move
Nobody believed that the government would

have the guts to move against the stock market

manipulators, especially as some of the biggest
culprits appeare

to enjoy political clout in the
new scheme of things. Proving mest observers
wrong, the government opted for accountability,
long term stability and healthy growth of our
nascent stock market at the risk of short term neg-
ative impact, with possible political consequences.
Political governments usually shy away from
tough decisions. Ours didn't. We heartily commend
the government, especially Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina for it, and for proving that nobody is above
the law, however rich and powerful. We congratu-
late the Finance Minister for carrying through the
probe and making its findings public in spite of
tremendous pressure for the contrary, and the
robe committee for a job well done.

Findings clearly prove that some people thought
that the stock market was their private hunting

round where no law, no ethics, no norms mattere

ut only their greed. That common investors were
toys to be played with as the ‘gods’ wished. As we
have understood the probe findings, there were two
distinct categories of manipulators — ones who
conceived, planned and executed it; and others who
rode on it. The nexus of listed companies and a few
brokers fall in the first category. It is they who
wrought havoc on our growing stock market; re-
duced millions of small investors to destitution;
and swooped hundreds of crores for themselves.
No effort should be spared to punish this group and
make them pay for the suffering they have in-
flicted on the common people. The group that rode
on the manipulation should also be punished but
only to the extent of their crimes. It would be a fa-
tal mistake to mix up the two groups as it would
create shelter for those who have caused the real
havoc.

Securities and Exchange Commission's (SEC)
role must also be focused here. As the probe report
rightly points out that if the SEC had taken puni-
tive actions against the delinquent brokers and
listed companies in due time then our infant stock
market would not have suffered as it did. What pre-
vented the SEC to act more professionally at that
time.? This should form a part of the probe now.

Free market economy is not freedom to do all
sorts of wheeling and dealing with peoples’ fortune
is the first lesson that we need to learn from this
experience. A thorough reform of the stock market,
change of the rules of the game of DSE and CSE
which will limit the role of brokers to what it is
elsewhere. and computerisation of the stock mar-
ket are among the priority actions that the govern-
ment needs to take now. We must do everything to
restore the confidence of the investors in our mar-
ket. House cleaning is the first step. Reforms will
be the next. The follow-up actions by the govern-
ment must now be very quick so that normalcy re-
turns to the market at the earliest. We hope that the
private sector in general will welcome the govern-
ment action to restore discipline and that confi-
dence in our economy will be renewed.

Endangered Business

The gunning down of two young men by a gang of
assailants in the oftice of an engineer of the Public
Works Department (PWD) at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
eomes within weeks of a similar ghastly incident
that took place in the office of a manpower recruit-
ing agency. The dead, according to the police, were
themselves mastans against whom several cases of
terrorism had earlier been filed with Mirpur
thana. The killers are thought to be the dead ones
rivals in the tender business. If the police are right,
can we have an explanation as to how these known
terrorists could be enjoying free life and doing ten-
der business all the while? Why canno t the police
catch the arms-wielding mastans who failed to ac-
cept the opportunity to surrender their weapons
under the government declared amnesty? =

We are weary of the customary police version af-
ter each such gruesome murder. The police came up
with the same statement when an IPGMR doctor
was killed and also when two young men were shot
dead in a manpower recruiting agent s office. It ap-
pears that where there is money, the mastans go
grab it, and to extend the inference, the police too
are not far behind. Otherwise, why would the police
be failing to take a preemptive action. The home
minister has to intervene personally to make the
police act.

In a situation of abject insecurity economic ac-
tivities are bound to suffer immeasurably. The
promise shown by the home minister earlier is fast
fading out. We have made the point clear that law
and order is the test of governance. On that count
this government is losing its grip. We reckon crim-
inalisation of politics has been responsible for the
pervasive spread of terrorism through the fabric
of the society. Can the government make a choice
between conventional politics relying heavily on
armed cadres and neutral and fair dispensation of
justice? Party politics in that case may suffer a lit-
tle but the future of the people will definitely be se-
cure. -

Tightening Leash

The government has taken a move for legal ac-
tion against medical colleges, dental colleges and
other medical institutions which have come up
without the approval of relevant authorities. Edu-
cational institutions of higher learning have been
operating successfully in the private sector and
anyone competent to run such an institution could
always make use of the provision for it by duly reg-
istering with the government.

The plain truth is that a section of people found
it convenient to open educational 'shops’ cashing
in on the mad rush of students for higher educa-
tion. But they are clearly violating the Bangladesh
Medical and Dental Council Ordinance, 1980. This
is a punishable offence but not quite adequately so.
It should be more stringent than a two-year jail
term with fine. However, it is good to know that
the authority is processing IegaFcases against the
organisers of spurious educational outfits.

Application of the relevant ordinance can be
only a limited deterrent against the freewheeling
commercialisation of technical education which is

in high demand. In this particular context, the
arents must be prepared to use their judgment for
ing discriminatory and quality conscious in the

| choice of their wards' educational institutions.

An Interview with
Chief Justice

He recalls how he joined the service when his father told
duty." He wonders how many leading lawyers look beyond money and would become
Jjudges to give the country a clean, credible judiciary.

M Ahmadi. after a stint
of 33-year judgeship,
has no regrets as he lays

down the office of India's Chief
Justice., But he is worried
because he feels that the system
has become an "expediency” and
the rule of law a wishful
thinking. Things have been
allowed to drift. "And what
could have been sorted out with
a little imagination now de-
mands Herculean efforts.® he
says. The faith that the found-
ing fathers had placed in the
Westminster form of parlia-
mentary democracy has been
shaken by the manner it has
functioned in the post-Nehru
era.

1 interviewed Ahmadi two
days before his retirement. He
was forthright in his observa-
tions and commented on sub-
jects ranging from the ap-
pointment of judges, judicial
activism and public interest lit-
igation, to the press and the
judgement on Hinduvta. He is
neither looking forward to any
assignment nor wanting to go
back to his home town, Ahmed-
abad, where he began as a city
judge. He will live in Delhi or
around the city, even though a
pension of Rs 5000 a month

President nor the Lord Chancel-
lor in Great Britain, who have

an exclusive right to appoint
judge. "The important point is
not how you select, but whom

you select.”

Asked why the appointment
of three judges to the Supreme
Court took so , he says that
he had to consult his two se-
nior-most colleagues, as is the
procedure. There were differ-
ences. It took time to sort them
out. "This is bound to happen.
All have their own views.,"™ he
Says.

Ahmadi does not raise his
voice, nor does he make any un-
charitable remark. The inter-
view, for about an hour, was
without any invective, We sat in
the sitting room, simple, with
no loud colour or odd furniture
piece. There are a few decorative
things but cased in almirahs.
One painting hardly hides bare
walls.

He does not minimise the
role of judicial activism. In
fact, it is a writ of mandamus,
asking government officers to
perform. He is. however. happy
that some people have chosen to
achieve their objective through
the judiciary. Public interest
cases, he feels, "would have been

him that "it was a call of

says Lthal there has to be a sys-
tem. The chief justice cannot do
so on his own. | reminded him
of the letter | had written re-
questing him to constitute a
larger bench to consider the
judgement which I thought af-
fected the basic structure of the
constitution, secularism. He
says he did not act "for obvious
reasons’. "'But in a recent
{udgement the demand for a
arger bench has been made." he
says.

"It is indeed true that. of late,
many issues which can be de-
scribed as socio-political or re-
ligio-political or eco-political.
are brought to court," says Ah-
madi, "Some of them do have
far-reaching consequences and
affect the social fabric of the
nation. Courts have, while try-
ing to steer clear of areas falling
within political thickets. not
hesitated to exercise jurisdic-
tion in appropriate cases.”

He is unhappy over the ar-
rears (30 lakﬂ cases) in the
court. But he blames the state
for it. The criminal procedure
code has been amended to lay
down that the government can
appoint honorary magistrates,
who need not be even lawyers to
hear cases. "l have written per-
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Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

will not take him far in the
capital or its environs.

"Such are the prospects
which deter !I?;Dﬂd lawyers from
going to the bench.” says Ah-
madi. "Those who should be
judges do not accept the posi-
tion because it is lowly paid,” he
says. "And those who do not de-
serve it are in the queue." He be-
lieves that the salary of a judge
has to be in proportion to his
average earnings at the bar.
"How much should he sacri-
fice?" But then he recalls how
he joined the service when his
father told him that "it was a
call of duty.” He wonders how
many leading lawyers look be-
yond money and would become
judges to %:w: the country a
clean, credible judiciary.

~ Ahmadi does not believe
that the judicial commission is
an answer. [t can be expanded.
Suppose the executive does so at
its own choosing, what is Lhe
remedy? On the other hand. he
feels that consultations with
the executive are necessary to
know fully about the person
under consideration. "There is
the Intelligence Bureau reports
and other things."” he says.

"The primacy of chief justice
has to be maintained.,” he says.
"But that does not mean con-
frontation with the executive.”
He believes that the primacy of
the executive should also be re-
spected. Both should hold con-
sultations so that there is an
agreement on the person se-
lected. If the executive is op-
posed to a particular name, that
person should not be appointed.
None suspects the American

wholly unnecessary if the is-
sues were fully discussed in
arliament and people were
ept informed of develop-
ments.” He concedes, however,
that the phenomena of judicial
activism "in its aggressive role"
will be temporary one. "There
has been some over-stepping,”
he admits. "Judges themselves
are aware of the fact that the
non-elected judiciary is neither
meant nor equipped to act as a,
policy-making body."

"Great care must be taken to
ensure that while the judges
play a participatory role. they
do not appear to be entering the
arena or give the impression of
bias to the opposite party,” says
Ahmadi. He cites an example of
the Kerala High Court where
fund was created to Kkill
mosquitoes and where he inter-
vened to have the whole thing
wound up. "How can a judge get
into a situation where we have

. to keep an account and what

note?"

The chief justice is very
harsh on the press. He says that
it does not check facts and
prints ‘lies” which, even when
contradicted. are not corrected
because the press does not seem
to be interested in facts. There
is too much comment in the

news itself. There is no overall
supervision. Every page has an
editor. "There was once pyra-
mid now it is a barrel."

Ahmadi does not want to
comment on the judgement to
define Hinduvta. II-IE ﬁas reser-
vations but is reluctant to spell
them out. Asked why he did not
refer it to the larger bench. he

sonal letters to chief ministers
to point out the provision,” says
Ahmadi. "But there is very little
progress. They are not inter-
ested.”

Dilating on the role of the
Supreme Court, the chief justice
said that it was established
Erimarﬂy "for the purpose of

ein interfrtter and the
guardian of the many salutary
principles that they had en-
shrined within the constitu-
tion.” Initially, its role was
formulated as a constitutional
court. It was only later that the
farmers turned their attention
to the appellets jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court.

"In recent years, the court
has been so heavily burdened
with its appellate functions
that its role as a constitutional
court has suffered greatly," he
says. "The pendency of appeals
had increased to such an extent
that the fixing of constiution
benches had to be postponed as
it was found that when benches
of larger strength were in ses-
sion, the pendency of appeals
rose alarmingly.”

Ahmadi came up to veran-
dah to say goodbye. He spoke in
Urdu as he did many times
during the interview. I could
now see his face more closely, a
face at once sensitive and hard-
bitten, penetrating and gentle. |
inferred during the interview
that he was no split personality,
no enigma, no contradiction,
anomaly or torn allegiance. He
has made a great judge but he
would have made a greater
editor.
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ENERGY SECTOR

"Whither Decisions and

¥ i

' face

pecis of hydrocarbon explor-
ation in B::'jlgll&'h The first
seminar was held in London
from March 24 to March 26 and
thé second, in Houston from
March 31 to April 2. An eight-
member delegation of the
government has been holdi
these seminars with finance
from the World Bank to make
international gas and oil
companies "aware" of the
prospects of hydrocarbon
reserves in 15 explorable blocks
in Bangladesh. A large number
of companies have attended
these "promotional” seminars
and soon they would submit
their proposals for exploration
in these blocks.

These promotional seminars
were sup to be held in July
'96. But due to various reasons
like political change, or-
ganisers' failure and bureau-
cratic tangles the schedule has
been revised at least thrice.
They have been delayed so
much that now they have lost
their utility. What is the pur-
pose of promoting something
which has already been pro-
moted?

The energy sector of
Bangladesh has been well pro-
moted — if not by the govern-
ment — by the success of Cairn
in hitting Sangu-1 well in Jan-
uary 1996. Hundreds of world-
renowned oil and gas compa-
nies keep on coming to
Bangladesh following the suc-
cess of Cairn (which is an
opener for all). Earlier, the then
government made many
promises but those did not
make so much enthusiasm
among the foreign companies
as the discovery of Sangu has
done. Because, the discove
was a hard fact and an evidence
that foreign companies can
work in Bangladesh and that
there are tremendous prospects.
Since then hundreds of compa-
nies submitted their proposals.
Leading oil giants like Shell,
Exxon and Halliburton have
engaged their full attention
here. Shell submitted a mind-
boggling 200 billion dollar in-
vestment plan to the govern-
ment. Halliburton's sister or-
ganisation Brown and Roots is
investing nearly 200 million
dollars for Cairn in the Bay of
Bengal. Unocal joined hands
with Occidental in exploring
Surma basin. Do you think they

are still "unaware" of the
prospects in Bangladesh?
Overenthusiasts tend to say
that Bangladesh is "floating” on
gas while even a conservative
of Petrobangla says that
Bangladesh has enough hydro-
carbon reserves to change the
of economy almost
'overnight”, The Energy Minis-
ter himself believes that there
could be as much as 60 trillion

cubic feet () untapped gas in the

country. We know it and the
foreign companies know it. So
what is the need for killing
more time in 'promoting' the
“opportunities” of this sector?
In the past. no government
took the energy sector seri-
ously. Some looked at it as a
"money making place”, some
sin;l;:ly casually and some seri-
ously but without any "depth.”
The past governments had
filed a number of anti-corrup-
tion cases against some oifi-
cials of Titas, PDB, En Min-
istry and other related bodies.
But cases like AB Pipeline

s et A otions?

load shedding when the gov-

ernment knew | that
there would be a of 450
L
. .
by Sharier Khan project has aiready been de-
e yed by two years!
kickback never saw the light of H. While the government is
the day. Remember the  S€cing s:l:;p;a};t or mf;ﬂﬂﬁiﬂ%
Dot the then Encrgy Misicoc e, to have thought about consider-
the dock for that ? No. Why? Be-  !1g a proposal of Midland Elec-
cause subsequent governments tric Company, UK to build a 110
did not take these matters seri- MW power plant within "six
ously. months” of signing final
Consider the case of the 2greement
ower sector. In 1971, Besides there are some seri-

angladesh had an installed
gowcr eneration capacity of
50 while the demand was
for 183 MW in hours, thus
a surplus of 367 MW. In

1980 our installed capacity was
822 MW a demand
of 462 . In 1985, the in-

stalled capacity was 1141 MW
Wmt a peak demand of 887

. Even in 1990, the installed
capaci:::r was 2352 against a
demand of 1509 MW, now
we have 2658 MW immtaum:;f

ta

W . Yet wP:at:kan actuall
enerate around 1600 M
eaving an astonishing short-
fall of to 500 MW, Be-
cause of the AB Pipeline. The
construction of AB Pipeline was
disturbed because of corruption.
But nobody was ‘Buniahad for
the corruption. Worse of all,
nobody took prompt action to
build the AB g line before the
crisis : the of
the stry not forecast early
last year that there would be a
crisis of 450 MW this season?
What did the government do
about it then? We are not aware
of any action taken at that
point of time.

We appreciate the govern-
ment for giving considerable at-
tention to the energy sector
now. Still we should say there is

highest level of the t
with of this
sector. had been much of
"promotional talks" and
"promises”. We know, for deci-
sions regarding hydrocarbon
sector it requires some techni-
cal knowledge and understand-
ing which again takes some
time. But we didn't know such
"some time" could be so much
time that the country on turn is.
now heavily affected and going
to be affected more by the delay
in decisions. Here is a list of
delayed decisions/indecisions
of the government:

A. The post of Petrnhang[!a
chairman remains vacant for

.the last three months.

B. It took three months extra
time for the PDB to conclude the
bidding for three barge mounted
plants.

C. The bidding procedures

Pom:r plants are a
east three months. R

D. The Power Cell wds cre-
ated in mid- 1995 to frame vari-
ous important documents in-
cluding a model Production
Sharing Contract (PSC). The
model was okayed only a
few weeks ago.

E. It took more than nine
months to think and re-think
and finally okay the PSCs of
Rexwood Oakland and UMIC
when the government already
had the experience of signing
five PSCs before.

F. Why did it take so long to
decide that load management
should be enforced to minimise

| eign ifivestimérit 'ahd we critf> =

ous issues which should be ad-
dressed immediately: ”

A There exists a serious tus-
sle between the expert group and
the bureaucrats within
Petrobangla and the PDB which

is affecting progress of work.
B: There goes on a constant

'unhealth attle between the
PDB and DESA for the last five
years.

C. There is a lack of motiva-
tion among the employees of
PDB (with exc ns however)
to s promptly.

D. trade union ies in
PDB and DESA are obnoxiously
protecting thugs who believably
devour up to Tk 400 crore a
year]

We know that the bureau-
crats have answers for all these

uestions. But we are tired of
their wise answers. We want to
see some actions. And it's now
or never. Bangladesh is stand-
ing on the edge. While bureau-
crats continue to deliver defen-
sive s hes (via the author-
ity), towers are collapsing,
cities are plunging into dark-
ness and "fatmen” are getting
away with public money.
. the bollomline is:

A. Bangladesh does have
tremendous hydrocarben re-
serve tials which ‘can, if
seriousl , ¢h the
face of the country almost
overnight.

B. There is already a
tremendous enthusiasm among
large oil and gas companies in
investing in Bangladesh. In-
stead of "promotional trips" it's
high time the experts of Ener
Ministry, Petrobangla and P
be equipped to cater for the need
of these companies.

C. The government should
also keep an eye on the experts
and officials concerned to avoid
any chance of corruption. A
corruption like that of
Schimiter would lead us to a
greater trouble. Recognition of
talents and efficiency of experts
and officials is a must to hbost
their morale and keep them to
their commitments and thus

out

avoid possible corruption. Al-
low officials and erts to talk
to press freely so that the cor-

rupted people can be cornered

for 77 “M'egft " weastyorthecorruption (if there -
naghat/ aﬁnmfﬂmﬁfﬁy . Ltﬂ%ﬂﬁéﬁg JasspeRe. < e
o Cali |

! Currently we need for-

cise government's failures to
draw investors' attention. But
in the future the table might
turn. Remember how the press
reacted to the "child labour” is-
sue of the garments sector? Ul-
timately  Bangladeshis will
stand beside Bangladeshis and
the government will be bene-
fited from maintaining trans-
parency if it is on the right
track.

E. Now we want to see ac-

tions, only productive actions
without further wastage of time
in any unproductive parley.
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“Pﬁ]iutiun of a
different kind"

Sir, I thank Mr S A Mansoor
of Gulshan, Dhaka for his letter

under the he "Pollution of
a different kind" published in
The Daily Star dated 23rd
March, 1997. The problem he
has focussed on deserves serious
consideration by the gov-
ernment as well as by all con-
scious citizens.

Manpower recruiting agen-
cies have become lucrative
business and centres have been
set up in various residential ar-
eas by resourceful persons defy-
ing all existing laws.

In many such places 'medi-
cal check-up centres' have also
been set up to facilitate recruit-
ing business. Almost everyday,
hundreds of people visit such
centres, Rickshaws, baby taxis,
tea stalls. food vendors and
many others are found crowd-
ing the area. Since the potential
clients carry good amount of
cash, hijackers find a good
hunting ground.

Road No. 11 at Banani had
earned notoriety in this regard.
A huge C I Sheet structure has
been raised to accommodate a
manpower recruiting centre in
one of the houses at Road 11,
Banani.

I urge all conscious citizens,
particularly Bangladesh Envi-
ronment La s Association
(BELA) to take up the matter
with appropriate authorities.

A R Khan
House-32, Road-7
Banani, Dhaka-1213

"Penal Code"

Sir, Nowadays, the code for
penalising the criminal offend-
ers is a much talked-about one.
Actually, in the official )
it is termmed as "Penal ". But
in most national dailies, dra-
mas, literature etc., the same is
often wrunlgeigrm termed as
"Bangladesh Code" (BPC).

Up to 1947, the code was
named as "Indian Penal Code"

and d Pakistan ; 1t
was "Pakistan Penal Code".
Now the code is barely "Penal
Code". This should be informed
for kind knowledge of all.

Md Al-Mamun

ARt e
Agrabad Branch, Chittagong

Sir, We are ashamed to see
hooliganism that had been
overwhelming in the last two
consecutive hockey semifinals
held between our top level
hockey clubs on 15 and 17
March 1997 at the Hockey Sta-
dium in the Karmmaphuli Garden
City Club Cup tournament. Has
hooliganism nowadays become
the very common phenomenon
in our sports arena? Where
should we hide our shame?

The other countries like
Malaysia, Indonesia and Thai-
land are developing their rank
in each field of sport from once
the same position as ours,
whereas our players and club
officials are still very often be-
ing engaged in common prac-
tices like disobeying the rules
and discipline of games, as-
saulting the umpires or referees
and fighting among themselves
in the playground. This is very
shocking. and disappointing.
How can the players develop
their match temperament,
quality and skill when they
neither respect the judgement
nor obey the rules of the games?

Could we e to the players
to be decent in the match so that
we can march forward with our
country's 'fairplay movement'?
We do expect and hope that the
Bergideet 1inokes Feicwtion

e oc eration
will take +r.::‘ur.a“_-mpolm1r legal ac-
tion against the players who
engaged themselves in beating
and assaulting the umpires in
those two hockey semifinals.

Dr K Chakma
CDF Hospital
Shams TE

Moulvibazar, Sylhet

Leader of the
Opposition

Sir, In a civilised and demo-
cratic country, the Leader of the
Opposition is considered to be
the second most important per-
son next m;.ltlir to the Prime Min-
ister, for today's Leader of the
Opposition could well be the
Prime Minister of tomorrow,
All public utterances of the
Leader of the Opposition must,
therefore, be I{Jﬂly restrained
and, in particular, on sensitive
international issues and, under
no circumstances, such utter-

———=z=

ances should éxceed the bound-
aries of what is generally
recognised as international de-
cency.
As published in February 3
issue of your esteemed paper.
um Khaleda Zia has report-
edly said : "Bangladesh which
earned independence through a
bloody struggle can never sup-
port the suppression of people
seeking independence” in the
seven north-eastern states of
India. Such irresponsible and
Emvncatjve utterances can only
arm instead of fostering
friendly relationship with a.

neighbouring country. What is

happening in India is no con-
cern of ours and. similarly,

what is happening in our coun-

try is no concern of India ex-
cept, of course. with regard to
any actions which affect our re-
spective national interests.

A Qayyum
69 Gulshan Avenue

Dhaka 1212

FMDA for world
peace

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn to a letter in this regard
by Mrs Kaberi Barua, General-
Secretary of Human Welfare
Society of Chittagong, pub-
lished in The Daily Star on
6/1/97. It is heartening to know
that the "Foundation for Moral
Development Approach
(FMDA)" has initiated a pro-
posal to the United Nations on
"Universal Moral Development
Programme". The objective of
the FMDA is to create moral
awareness and conscience
among the world population
through the universal moral
development programme. There
is no doubt that this approach,
as a package-deal programme
will definitely help in curbing
and combating all the disas-
trous calamities of the world
today like, corruption, AIDS,
poverty, violation of human
rights, environment pollution,
terrorism, drug abuses, smok-
ing, etc.

In fact, these are the genuine
by-products of immeoral human
activities of multifarious types.
The unique programme of the
FMDA will certainly pave the
way to ensure sustainable peace
and l]ustit:e for human beings
for all time to come. We believe

==

that the FMDA will be a propet
‘common platform” for the
world people irrespective of
colour, religion and nationality
to work for global peace
through universal moral devel-
opment prograrine.

S0, we appeal to all the for-
eign missions in Bangladesh to
convey the message of this uni-
versal benevolent programme
of FMDA of Bangladesh to their
respective governments and
peoples for their information
and valued consideration.

We really feel proud that
such a universally moral issue
has emerged from our
Bangladesh. Now it is becoming
crystal clear that today or to-
morrow, the whole world popu-
lation, for the sake of their
peaceful and meaningful exis-
tence. will have to follow the
guidelines of the global moral
development programme of
FMDA.

We whole heartedly con-

atulate the Founder of FMDA
or propagating such a noble
idea in the preater welfare ol
mankind at all levels of all
times.

Shailch Mahbub Ahmed
Final Year (History) Dhaka

University
Dhaka-1000.

Long live Nelson
Mandela

Sir, On the august occasion
of Silver Jubilee of our Inde-
pendence, we in Bangladesh
were honoured to have Nelson
Mandela amidst us for he is, to-
day. a unique figure in history,
an apostle of peace, the like of
whom grace humanity very
rarely. Mandela's fight has a
universal theme,; it is a fight for
freedom, freedom to be himself,

a fight for justice. Even a small
grain of knowledge of the prac-
tice of apartheid in South
Africa could invoke a sense of
outrage and injustice in any-
one, regardless of colour or
creed, who calls himself a hu-
man being. It was a unique situ-
ation there and cannot be
judged by any other standard as
other freedom struggles else-
‘where. Chamberlain's be-
haviour towards Hitler proved
that to some rogues of history
one just cannot afford to turn
the other cheek.

- EErrE mi.s ity Aihe.

When democracy was
sprea fast across the world,
white South Africans allowed
to ¢ on with its primitive,
barbaric apartheid policy. Lo-
cal Africans numbering about
25 million were enslaved in
their own homeland by about

four million of white South

Africans.

Mandela after coming out
from jail, where he was impris-
oned for long 28 years, did not
start hate campaign — he

reached love instead of hate.

e did not want any repression
on those who tortured him and
black the South Africans.

We have to rise above our
petty political moorings to get a
perspective of a complex world
which, however, is not easy.
There should be freedom for
ourselves, our families, our
communities; and ultimately
freedom for all mankind. We
should to know where we are
in the ladder of moral evolu-
.tion. Is freedom for one neces-
sarily at the expense of an-
other? Mandela's greatness is
that he is committed to real
freedom that all of us aspire to
deep down within our selves,

Long Live Mandela

A M F Quadir
Dhaka-1207

Mining engineering
institute needed

Sir, We are really grateful to
the Almighty that the Dinajpur
has been blessed with bounties
of Nature. With the excavation
work of coal mining the name
of Bangladesh as been

recorded in the mining history
of the world. Two more coal

fields with puge quantity of

quality stocks have been dis
covered in Dinajpur. These re-
serves are located at a reason
able depth and viable lor exca-
vation,

The reserve of coal has
also been found in Khalashpir
of Rangpur. The work of lime-
Jaypurhat

stone project in
started long before the indepen
dence. but the work could not
progress due to dearth of capi
tal

starte

The hardrock project of
Madhypara, Dinajpur. has been
after a long pause Pan-
chagarh has immense deposits
of stone and thick sand. The

Patgram of Lalmonirhat 'dis-

trict has huge quantity of
stones.

Dinajpur has been identified
as one of the most valuable dis-
tricts as far as mineral re-
sources are concerned. The dis-
trict is also very important as a
surplus producer of food grains.

There was a Mining Engineer-
ing college in Lahore, Pakistan.
Our boys used to obtain degrees

from this Enllt%e in the past. At

present, the BUET is imparting
some education on the subject.

But we need to establish one

full-fledged Mining Engineer-

ing college /university to use our

boys/girls in our mine fields.
The Education Minister re-
cently indicated that 12 techni-

cal colleges or universities will

be set up in different districts.
Northern Bangladesh has al-

ready undergone a considerable

amount of mining work. There
should be one Mining Engineer-
ing college /university nearer to
the fields. The authority con-
cerned should look into the
matter.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Dy. General Manger

Sonali Bank, Head Office
Dhaka

Why politicians
should run
broadcasting?

Sir, Referring to a Star re-
port, it is not understood why a

JS Committee should
broadcasting. as speculated.

How and why it is the job of
the JS should

politicians? Why
come in the operation?

The implications may be
such a
should be

adopted, not seen anywhere in

far-reaching. Why
unique system

the world?
The present

be independent, and its recom-

mendations should be in public

interest — not forgetting mini-
mum controls in the demo-
cratic spirit. including freedom
from over-cantrol by the politi-
cians!

A Zabr
Dhaka

rumn

‘Commission’
or "Committee” is supposed to

A R —



