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HE weak and helpless

condition ol children in

Bangladesh is very
much doleiul. Explgi;l?tmn.
oppression and abuse ol them is
increasing day by day. Though
Bangladesh was one of the very
first signatories to the
Convention of Child Rights
(CRC) we have not yet been able
to take concrete steps to,
materialize its concepts. The
working children are consid-
ered by many as the lucky' ones
in comparison to the 'tokais
(scavengers) who are also often
used and abused to enforce nar-
row political 'hartals' through
violent means, such as damag-
ing or setting fire to the vehicles
of innocent persons and creat-
ing immeasurable sufferings
for the common people. But il
we look at the poor and helpless
condition of even the ‘lucky’

ones, i.e., the working children,

we find, absence or inadequacy
of remuneration. long working
hours and few or no holidays,
unhealthy working conditions,
hysically dangerous work,
];c of access to education and
health services, lack of legal
rotection and many other
orms of deprivation and ex-
ploitation.

The employers. in order to
maximise profits and thereby
to become wealthy in the short-
est posgible time, tap the mar-
ket of under-age workers, pay-
ing them substantially less
than that paid to an adult (who,
too. gets a much less salary in
comparison to that in the other
Third World countries). and
gain a lar cheaper and Easill);
replaceable labour force. Suc

CRC and fhe

FOCUS

by Siddiqur Rahman

Black shadows of poverty, destitution and m

Child Labour in Bangladesh

isery lurk around every corner of Bahgladesh.

As a result, togetherness of children and labour is an everyday fact.

inhuman and exploitative em-
ployment's’ do not reduce
poverty, rather the differences
between the rich and the poor
increase immensely. Instead of
elimination of poverty. such
exploitation contributes more
to increasing the vulnerability
of poor children who are more
likely to be abducted for being
exported to the Middle East as
camel jockey or sold into pros-
titution. There are also chil-
dren, who. thanks to our social
condition, are 'sold’ into virtual
slavery or Kidnapped to be bru-
talized. perhaps even maimed,
to prepare them for a life of
Eett}r crimes and beg',pigﬂry ( as the
ig crimes are usually commit-
ted by big bosses of the society,
who though rarely caught. gets
bail easily). In general. child
prostitution and child labour in
industry a great money-earner
for the boss. If this form of ex-
ploitation is to be eliminated,
the social system has to be
than%ed. as suggested by some
social thinkers. Many people
leel that if the society at large.
rebels against all forms of ex-
ploitation and oppression. the
evils such as child labour will
be abolished automatically.
Advocates of children's
rights in the West argue that the
best way to counter child labour

~in the developing countries, is

through sanctions and boycotts.
On the other hand. the UNICEF
in "The State of the World's

Children Report for 1997"
dismisses as a "myth"” the West's
argument that the "only way to
make headway against child
labour is for consumers and
governments to apply pressure
through sanctions and
boycotts." The UNICEF report
cites the case of the Bangladesh
garment industiry-to show how
new legislations in the West end
up hurting the children they
seek Lo protect.

Following the introduction
ol the child labour deterrence
bill by Senator Tom Harkin in
the US Congress, garment fac-
tory owners in Bangladesh fired
some 50,000 child workers.
most of them girls, so that they
will not be accused of employ-
ing children. Harkin's Bill.
which has not yet been enacted
into law. seeks to prevent im-
ports of products made by chil-
dren. It has "panicked the gar-
ment industry in Bangladesh".
says the UNICEF report, since
more than half the country's to-
tal garment exports of 900 mil-
lion US dollars in 1994 were to
the United States.

A study sponsored by
UNICEF and other interna-
tional agencies to find what
happened to these children af-
ler their dismissal has come up
with disturbing results. "Some
were found working in more
hazardous situations, in unsafe
workplaces where they were
paid less. or in prostitution.”.

UNICEF says. So UNICEF does
inot think that merely pulling
out of the workplace will help
uriless alternatives are in place.
It recommends the initiative by
Bangladesh garment exporters
who teamed up with local
UNICEF and ILO offices to re-
habilitate children removed
from their factories. According
to a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) agreed upon by
UNICEF, International Labour
Organization through its Inter-
national Programme on Elimi-
nation of Child Labour
(ILO/IPEC) and the BGMEA
(Bangladesh Garments Manu-
facturer's and Exporter's Asso-
ciation), the garment exporters
have contributed one million
dollars for the scheme which
aims to remove all children
from garment factories and put
them in suitable schools witﬂ a
monthly stipend. By October
1996, more than 4,000 garment
child workers were studying in
135 new schoolrooms where
they also get basic health care,
vocational training and a
monthly cash stipend to make
up for their lost livelyhood.

But the export industries
"exploit a relatively small per-
centage of child labourers”, the
UNICEF report confirms.
Therefore, an MOU as the above
and the appeasing and tran-
quilizing work of NGOs. etc.,
can only suppress the problem
partially and for the time being

in the context of rapidly in-
creasing landlessness, destitu-
tion, prostitution, etc., in the

.present system of the country

and society. Like many others,
the NGOs, too, are vowed to pre-

serve the present system by re-

ducing its hazards and by creat-
ing a sense of charity. However,
the far greater percentage of the
oppressed and exploited child
labourers and the innumerable
‘tokais’, born and bred in the
fast growing slums. will remain
out of reach of this opportunity
created by the MOU to get such a
charitable sustenance.

In spite of the slogans and
programmes of poverty allevia-
tion, giving of alms and aid,
holding of seminars and work-
shops, the condition of the poor
is deteriorating and more and
more people are being reduced
to destitution. Beggary, prosti-
tution and many other im-
moral professions have become
inevitable issues in the country.
A large number of children live
in the slums and on the streets

victims of commercial sexual
exploitation. Reports in the
media indicate that trafficking
of young girls from Bangladesh
to neighbouring countries is on
the rise. Very often they are sold
to brothels. Once forced to this
situation, they are isolated and
unable to communicate with
the outside world. At the root of
the commercial sexual ex-
ploitation of children lies
poverty, the inability of rural
and urban families to support
and educate their children, says
an ILO report (Report Vi/l,
Child Labour : Targetting the
intolerable, page 16). Poverty is
a basic social scourge. While
poverty escalates, there can be
no peace.

Black shadows of poverty,
destitution and misery lurk
around every corner of
Bangladesh. As a result, togeth-
erness of children and labour is
an everyday fact. Social
thinkers must come out to find
out appropriate ways and mea-
sures to stop the process of re-
cducing ple to destitution, in-
stead of glorifying charity and
mere slogans, seminars, work-
shops. MOUs and the likes.

The wriler is a former re-
search fellow of the Islamic Re-
search Institute. Karachi,

Sa've the Children from Traffickers

by Ekram Kabir

The traffickers are doing more harm to the society

than perhaps the armed terrorists are

doing. But identifying and eliminating the child-smugglers once and for all are not that
hard — all that the authority concerned needs to do is enforce the existing law strictly,

' ESCUING sixteen about-

to-be-trafficked-away
children from a Banani
ouse on Sunday last is a
praiseworthy move on the part
of the law-enforcing personnel.
But for the sheer number of
traffickers and their activities,
;::crg m!ghﬂ;: only a tip u'l:'.{tha inite-
; are groups of peop
— a racket — involved in it and
child-trafficking, though an
unpardonable crime, is their
trade to make a :

Although the highest pun-
ishment for this abominable
act is 'life imprisonment' or
'‘death sentence’, yet it is un-
abatedly going on in an organ-
ised manner. That the entire

country is coyered by child
traffickers' net_is, evident. from..

the rescue reports in recent
ears. Such reporis., mostly
the grassroots, came from
the districts of Chapainawab-
anj, Lalmonirhat, Jessore,
atkhira, Comilla, Dinajpur,
Dhaka, Bagerhat, Manikganj,
Cox’s Bazar etc.
Organisations like Unicef,
Bangladesh Jatiya Ainjibi
Sapgstha, Shishu Adhikar Fo-

rum, Save the Children Funds .

etc., are well aware of the fact
even if it is hard to find the ex-
act statistics of smuggled out
children. Everyday, a large
number of children, including
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with the help of honest law-enforcing personnel.

grown up girls, go missing from
ﬁll?ﬁ& homes, entra the
traffickers’ lofty and convinc-

ing promises of better living.
Consequences of this traf-
ficking are horrifying. as the
victims end up in different for-
eign lands with no options left.
They, especially the girl chil-
dren are sold to various broth-
els as prostitutes, and some-
times, are forced to become
‘kepts.' Small children are used
as jockeys in infamous camel
races in the Middle East which,
however, has now been reduced
due to various international
. But newer ways to use

children have been evolved: dif-

ferent body parts — whigh alap.

inclugdes, blood | — likg kidney.

comgea-and-other usable parta
at high prices in richer

aresnld
countries. Weill, il does nol sto
here — the remains (skeletons
also fetch quite well in those
countries. '

It may sound surprising and
unbelievable, but a '95 issue of
the Newsweek ran a story on
child-trafficking and exposed
the worldwide network of kid-
napping children and selling
their body parts. And later,
human rights workers in India

confirmed this report to be true,
Mentionable here is that a few
ars back, business of human

parts was expanded to In-

dia. Reportedly, showrooms
were established in different
provinces there. According to
reports, they were exporting
those to the hospitals of devel-
oped countries. In the process,
Indian parents started losing
their children. With the in-
creasing demands of human
body parts, densely-populated
Bangladesh was handy and
within easy reach. What is more
surprising is that traffickers in
India were seeking help of fe-
male traffickers here in
Bangladesh to meet their busi-
ness demands. Under various
ressures, the government in
ndia was forced to ban the
business, but it still continues
as an iljegal opne, So,
Barigtadéstii Btill remains vl
nerable _Lﬂ the vice of missing
childred.”™ ™ 7 Ly T ®
Past experience of
Bangladesh suggests, apart
from kidnapping. the absolute
r are prone to be deceived by
uman-smugglers who target
the families with unusual num-
ber of children. For any
promise is "hope” to the striving
poor, the gullible and illiterate
parents, in majority of the
cases, hand their innocent
children over to the deceivers
who keep on changing fashion
for their evil motive. The words
and behaviour of traffickers are

“subtle role in
~ UnliKely (6 gt any |

Epul!:uynn‘li'

so convincing that the children
willingly accompany the
traders only to end up in uncer-
tainty that is simply fatal for
them. The Banani incident was,
perhaps. the newest style of de-,
ception.

Most of these criminals go
scot-free due to lack of wit-
nesses with evidences. And
later, when the poor parents
realise what blunder they have
committed in handing their
children over to those elusive
providers. they suffer in re-
morse. In addition, poverty

revents them to appoint
awyers or even to go to police
stations. Moreover, often the
pnﬁ!.'?ﬂlalki border security per-
sonnel are alleged to play some
'%vuur t:lff the traf-
lickers, and the aggrieved are
Stice.”

All these are disturbing sig-
nals for the society. The tral-
fickers are doing more harm to
the society than perhaps the
armed terrorists are doing. But
identifying and eliminating the
child-smugglers once and for
all are not that hard — all that
the authority concerned needs
to do is enforce the existing law
strictly, with the help of honest
law-enforcing personnel. After
all, a nation is not a nation at
all, if it cannot take care of its
children.

Disney Hour (cartoon) 7:30
Raahat 8:00

Madness Again?

where they can easily become
HE German governmeit
called upon agricultural

I and health experts for
an emergency meeting on
Janu 22, following a report
of the confirmation of the
nation's first case of BSE
(bovine spongiform en-
cephalopathy) or the mad cow
disease in a locally born
bovine. Although the diseased
cow came from Hoxter in the
state of North Rhine-West-

halia, its mother is believed Lo

»e born in the UK.

Barbel Hohn. the state agri-
culture minister, revealed that
whereabouts of the cow's
mother were unknown. Al-

though the federal agriculture
ministry claimed that there

Coughing

CCORDING to doctors atl
the Royal Northern Infi-
rmary in Inverness i
the Scottish Highlands, moving
house may be a significant
factor in contracting asthma
and other allergic diseases. The
experts say that increasing
nmobility of families in
developed countries may have
contributed to the dramatic rise
in the prevalence of asthma in
children.
The health experts held re-
sponsible new environmental

allergens (molecnles that trig- .

er _gan al l‘gm}gj - Teaction) HR A .
ﬁeﬁ' \sSe Or %‘gajf T;ictm!!:ﬁl?r% -
volved in

pd I, Ly owing of a hpuse;
which ma e more serious

than factors like pollution or
central heating.
Writing in the Archives of

were "no risk to consumers" and
that several states like North
Rhine-Westphalia imposed
strict controls on all calves of
cows originating in the UK, the
government asserted that the
case provides powerful evidence
that BSE can be transmitted
from mother to calf.

Germany retains only about
3,000 UK-born cows as import
of live cattle over the age of six
months has been prohibited
since 1990, and younger cattle
and beef imports from the UK
has been banned only recently.
The swift reaction reflects the
concern ol the Germany gov-
ernment that the incident will

compromise the nation's claim
to be free of BSE.

UP Facts

Disease in Childhood. Jane
Austin and her colleagues adniit
that there are not enough
evidences to prove a casual
link. However. a study pub-
lished in the British Medical
Journal recanily suggested a
possible link between moving
houses and contracting asthma.

The survey covering more
than 1.500 children of age group
12-14 in the Highlands indi-
cates that asthma. coughing
and eczema occurred more in

children wha Jived for.a. short,
tung‘ﬂ;—”;i;ge Y§ars, or | sg?jr?h;&_q

their heimes. -Austin
the , Highlands were ‘ideally
suited” for the study of interior
environimental factors possibly
related to the high incidence of
asthma. _

Coke

HANKS to U5S-based Sun
T Company, environmen-

tally cleaner coke-
making Sun Coal technology is
on way in Bellary Coke and
Power Ltd, Tamil Nadu, through
the industry of Raytheon
Engineers and Constructors,

Che Laily St Entertainment Guide

anee Anjanee

5:00 Sigma 5:30 Kal Bhi Aaj Bhi
6:00 Avinetri'Kamal Kombination

which has won a contract for
the same. The technology
eliminates hazardous by-
products like ammonia, nap-
htha. benzene. and sulphuric
acid, produced by older cvoke-
producing ovens.
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Ruhul Amin Kajol, who had
his recent exhibition at the
Zainul Abedin Gallery. at the
Fine Arts Institute, has always
been an avant garde. He is fa-
mous for his traffic paintings
in Scandinavia. He represents a
generation of artists who have
rebelled against tradition. Ka-
{)c:-l's paintings have always

een statements of a profound
understanding of an experience
or event or feeling. While his
motifs of birds or slightly dis-
torted humans arise from a re-
flection on experience, cullure,
history and the world, they are
very personal, and insist on
this aspect every time they are
on canvas. The result is that the
motifs appear new in each
painting. The colour red is
siriking and distinctive in his
work as he explores the dy-
namism of the colour every
tiime he uses it.

Kajol tries to rise above time
and space in order to incorpo-
rate the complete vision as in
his "Colony" series. His paint-
ings have a strong social con-
tent which is placed through
irony. He incorporates naive
forms and motifs into his main
work and exploits urban folk-
ism.

In his recent exhibition of
"Cold Fire" and "New Age Land-
scape” he is inspired by life in
Scandinavia. "The atmosphere,
weather and colours were cold".
It this is how he feels. why does
he stay in Denmark? "That is
my second home, my shoshur
bari, 1 can’t just get up and walk
away, | have to live with it."

Kajol explaims. 1640 . 1 '3

by Fayza Haq
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hard to tolerate. It was bitlerly
cold and the temperature was
mminus 15 degrees.” Kajol recalls.

"Bohemian Landscape”
brings in the Czech Republic
where Kajol was doing a work
shop. It was cold and snow-cov-
ered. One finds circles of white
outlined by green.

In "Flying Fire" once again
one sees swirls of white, "the
cold burnt my face fingers and
toes,” Kajol says. "1 was literally
tormented with the cold.” he
adds.

One finds circles of blue and
white balanced with red ones in
"Organic Growth of Cold”. "This
is a meditation on the way cold
grows.” Kajol explains.

"Red Colour in Black River”
brings in a river punctuated by
arrows. The river is shown as
bleeding. This depicts the polit-
ical crises in the Black Sea. The
effect is like that of a moving
dragon.

In "Radio Active Landscape’.
One finds a scientific fantasy of
growing trees in an unnatural
way. The trees look like human
beings while the background
sky is black.

Kajol explains, My works
are very personal. | try to let out
my feelings spontaneously.
This is not completely abstract.
The feelings are objective. 1
move from one style to another.
There have been many changes
in my work within 13 years.

"I've made 10 series in all.
The first was 'Colony’ which
dealt with our colonial heritage.
It dealt with the Dravidians,

Aryans: Mughals, Persians; the

‘B Y $ peen im- _ British, , I then dealt with
purtmﬁf‘sf}:}? ﬁﬁi{kﬁaﬁaﬁl'mm— ‘ 'Snge*t}r in '84-'86. Nature,

ments. on . his pie
Birds". The feathers are done
with strokes of blue, white red
and mauve,” the background
canvas has been kept in the vir-
gin form.

"After a long period of cold

you long for spring and sum-

mer,” Kajol explains his "Prey
for Green '87". The cold dark pe-
riod of autumn and winter is
depicted in the left forefront
with brown and red strokes,

Swirls of white and green come

on the right hand side. "The
first winter in Scandinavia was

Baba
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ILivingl: Human-and Women caime: in 87-

'89. 1 did 'Poetic Surrealism in
'90. | then dealt with 'unbal-
anced World' in '92 and Vio-
lence' in '93. | then dealt with
'The National Flag'. 'Song of
Loneliness’ '95 was my last
work," Kajol sums up his work.

Kajol. who is living and
working in Denmark since 86,
has had 12 solo exhibitions in
Europe and Bangladesh. Apart
from traffic art. Kajol has been
recently invelved in ship
graveyard art installations in
.Chittagong
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