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BNP stages walkout
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tribution of membership on the
standing bodies.”

The dispute surfaced when
some ruling party members, in-
cluding an inﬂucnlial minister,
asserted to exclude the BNP
proposal from the draft report
of the committee.

It should be mentioned that
the last three meetings of the
committee produced nothing as
the BNP members refused to
discuss anything tullnwmg the
Sangsad Secretariat's failure to
present the 'correct’ minutes of
the October 31 meeting that
recorded the BNP proposed
amendment relating to propor-
tionate membership.

In yesterday's meeting. the

sad Secretariat placed the
«:h"ﬂ[g t report that included the
said BNP amendment seekm;?
proportionate distribution o
membership on the ministerial
bodies.

The BNP legislators in the
committee argued that the rul-
ing party should stick to its
earlier commitment that the
membership on the parliamen-
tary standing bodies on various
ministries should be dis-
tributed among parties and
groups on the basis of their re-
spective strengths in the House,

Refusing to accept the propo-
sition, the ruling party mem-
bers in the committee said that
they would follow precedence
established during the fifth

Noor Uddin
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ing" on gas. "There could be as
much as 60 trillion cubic feet of
fas in our untapped reserves.”
e said. "But detailed survey is
required for confirmation."

He said in the next few
ears. four companies. which
ad signed Production Sharing

Contracts for hydrocarbon ex-
ploration in eight blocks of the
cuuntg with the government,
were likely to inwzsl around 500

million dollars in the gas sector -

alone,

“We are hopeful about a big-
ger amount of investment for
the remaining 15 blocks which
are now open for bidding,” he
added.

He informed the editors that
the governmnent was setting up a
private power distribution
company called Power Grid
Company Bangladesh in Ram-
pura under Asian Development
Bank funding.

This power gird company
would be a private company
owned by the PDB and it would
have a private management
system. "The PGCB will be a

Tk 500 cr DPRK
projects for Ctg

CHITTAGONG,; Mar
North Korea will build a ﬂvr:—
star hotel-cum-shopping-com-
plex, a satellite town and a
monumert in the port city at a
cost of Taka 500 crore under
overall management of the
Chittagong U‘{b Corporation
(CCC), reports B

A Memorandum Of Under-
standing (MOU) to this effect
was signed here today.

Ershad advised

complete bed rest
By Staff Correspondent

The medical board formed
for the treatment of former

Parliament when the BNP was
in the Treasury Bench.

Before walking out of the
meeting, BNP leader Prof AQ M
Badruddoza Chowdhury said
that it was the AL members who
initially proposed to bring
about major changes in the

Sangsad Rules of Procedure to
make them ‘consistent’ with
parliamentary democracy and
invited the Opposition to
pose amendments to that eflect,

He also said that the BNP
moved the amendment Sf't’kll'l%

proportionate distribution
membersh:p on the ministerial
committees on the basis of AL
assurance, and at one stage the
ruling party accepted the pro-

puaa],' President and .Jatiya Party
Kldnapped Ctg chiet H M Ershad has advised

. him complete rest and to lead a
bUSII]essman tension:iree life. sources con-

cerned said.

One JP leader talking to The
Daily Star said, Ershad while
in Rangpur had suffered a se-
vere chest pain and the doctors,
after a thorough check up, ad-

rescued

CHITTAGONG, Mar 31: Po-
lice rescued a businessman
within half .an hour after he
was abducted by gunmen from vised him full rest.
the busy Agrabad area of the | - Ershad was admitted to the
port city today, reports UNB. National Cardiovascular Insti-

Witnesses said, a group of | tute in the city last Saturday.
four gunmen forced their way Yousuf Hossain Humayun,
into a private car of business- | the legal counsel of Ershad told
man Sarwar Hossain Chowd- The Daily Star that the chances

hury as soon as he boarded the | of his going i abroad for medical
car at about 11 am in front of treatmen! could not be ruled
his residence at CDA Colony out.
and drove the car along with the Kh aled a
victim.
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mer prime minister urged the
public servants to perform their
duties "fearlessly".

"This government is not the
last one. There will be other
government's in future,” she
remarked.

Begum Zia, accompanied b
about 50 party leaders, includ-
ing some top ones, reached the
local Circuit House at about
3:30 pm. From there, she went
to visit the grave of Tushar at

Dacoity & murder

5 get life term
in Barisal
after 19 years

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 31: The Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge today

convicted five persons to life
term in a dacoity and murder
case after over 19 years the in-
cident took place and the case
was filed.

Two of the convicts have by
now died and two others are ab-

sconding.
The convicted are, Abdul

Khaleque Howlader, Abdul
Mannan Howlader, Abdul Sat-
tar Bakshi. Altaf Hossain

Howlader and Dholut Mia alias
Fazlu Mia. Twelve accused per-
sons were acquitted in the
judgement passed by District
and Sessions Judge Md Momin-
ullah.

The dacoity was committed
on a trawler loaded with paddy

Choto Dholia and also met his
parents. She also offered fateha
at the gave of Tushar. Before
returning to Dhaka, Begum Zia
also visited Nasir's house in the
town to console his parents.
She also offered fateha at
Nasir's grave.

Chaired by the district BNP
Convenor Mosharraf Hussain
MP, the public meeting was also
addressed by party Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, central leaders Oli
Ahmtd Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury, Tariqul Islam and
others.

Begum Zia alleged that
Awami League, after coming to
power, has unleashed a reign of
terror on BNP workers.

fire broke out at a jute godown in Narayanganj yesterday.

Samad Azad
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operation, particularly in
creased investment Lt

Bangladesh. will figure promii-
nently in discussion.

South Korea, which has so
far invested about 200 million
US dollars in Bangladesh, has
agreed to provide Dhaka with a
fund of 30 million US dollars o
purchase locomotives. |

Besides, the Foreign Minis-
ter will meet Ministers for
Labour, Trade, Industries and
Energy in South Korea.

During the meetings. Azad
will seek expansion of trade,
more investment and setting up
of joint-venture industries in
Bangladesh and recruitment of
Bangladeshi manpower for Ko-
Pk

The Foreign Ministers will
also meet with the executives ol
leading Korean industrial
complexes. including Halla.
Hyundai and Samsung.

SC Bar Assoc
polls held

SC Correspondent

The annual elections to the
Executive Council of the
Supreme Court Bar Association
was held yesterday.

1256 votes were cast out of a
total of 1448 votes.

The contenders for the post
of President were Barrister
Shafiq Ahmed and Barrister
Nazmul Huda.

Out of 700 votes counted till
the filing of this report close to
midnight, Barrister Shalfiq
Ahmed was ahead of his con-
tender by 13 votes.

Portfolio investors
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vocated a big push to the pri-
vatisation prﬂ%rammes. saying
privatisation is not only im-

rtant because it addresses the
osses, but also because it is a
vehicle for accelerating devel-
opment through better use of re-
sources and attracting foreign
investment.

—Star photo

N’ganj fire
From Page 1

A late night BSS report says,
enghfbgudnwns containing over
bales of hiﬁ quality ex-
portable jute worth about Taka
50 crore were gutted at Shita-
lakhya area in a day-long fire
which broke out early this
morning.
District administration
sources and owners, of the
odowns alleged that the inci-
ent of fire might have been
committed by an organised
gang of anti-state elements as
part of the country-wide sub-
versive activities.

ADP
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was revised downward during

the last few years due to non-
utilisation ol budgetary alloca-
Lion.

"We are extremely happy at
the performance of various
ministries regarding ADP im-
plementation. The implemen-
tation is being smoothly sprf:ad
over the whole of the year,” the
official said .

Planning ministry sources
said the utilisation of ADP al-
location during the last seven
months [July 96 to January '97)
was Taka 5283 crore which is 4
per cent higher than that of the
corresponding period of las!
fiscal.

Of the total utilisation ol
ADP allocation during the last
severn months, Taka 3153 crore
spent Ilrom the domeslic re-
sources and Taka 2130 crore
speiit [rom the foreign aid.

P
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Janaza
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Bulu MP, Moazzem Hossain
Alal, Abu Syed Khan Khokon
and Mizanur Rahman.

He also condemned the fili
of a 'false' case against DUCS
AGS Nazimuddin Alam MP.

Bhuiyan said the leaders and
activists of the BNP and its dif-
ferent winﬁs were being ha-
rassed as the government initi-
ated 'false' cases aiming to halt
the ongoing movement against
the ruling party.

Police in p]ainclﬂthes are
frequently rarl{'y out raids
on the houses of BNP leaders. he
further alleged.

He ur the government to
refrain from such repressive
measures on its political oppo-
nents and demanded immediate
release of the arrested BNP
leaders and supporters.

Work permits
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and image.

The meeting was told that a
lot of people who went to
Malaysia with valid papers fell
illegal changing their profes-
sion. And authorities concerned
were directed to recover the
passports of such illegal
workers and take action.

It also decided to unearth the
ways through which the people
are going out and identify the
rackets involved in unautho-
rised manpower export for
taking action against them.

The meeting. which dis-
cussed the condition of expa-
triates in Malaysia, was in-
formed that after taking the
necessary actions, the prospects
of exporting manpower to that
country would expand as the ef-
ficiency of the Bangladeshi
workers had been recognised by
Lthem.

The meeting was also in-
formed that about 50,000 people
were still living in distress in
the forests of Thailand.

The government is conduct-
ing its diplomatic efforts to set-
tle the issue with Malaysia to
accommodate these people in
the neiglibouring countries.

Hasina ready
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against them."”

About the Special Powers
Act, she said "It is not as black a
law as it is made out to be. One
can always make a writ in the
High Court and get bail. Don't
forget five successive govern-
ments kept it."

She expressed her dismay at

the hartal call by the opposi-

tion on March 23 and asked,
why were raillines uprooted,
and jute godowns set on fire?
"Suc litics can never be for
the benefit of the people,” she
said.

About the dramatic decrease
in the water level in the Ganges
within four months of signing

the Treaty, the PM admitte
that Bangladesh was getting
less water than agreed. “"We have

already taken it up with the In-
dian government, and are look-
ing into the causes of this de-
crease.”

In reference to the recent
BBC report that the West
government has asked Delhi to
talk to Dhaka about the quan-
tum of water to be made avail-

able to Bangladesh, the PM
said. "We have not received any

Police havilder
closed in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Mar 31: A police
havilder has been closed on a
charge of releasing four youths
who forcibly collected tolls
from truck drivers near the
Keane bridge here early yester-
day.

Meanwhile, a case has been
filed against the four young
men.

Police said, the youths
stopped some trucks and
snatched Tk 4200 from them
forcibly. Some transport work-
ers caught themm and handed
them over to the police men
who, after some time, freed the
toll collectors.

communication or request
from India about the 'I'realy

About the forecast that rev-
enue earning will be less this

ear compared to the last, the

me Minister said that her

overnment was aware of that
act and was looking into ways
to overcome its impact. How-
ever, she noted that by Janu
this year 43 cent of the AD
had already implemented,
which was a better performance
than the previous year's.

About the law and order sit-
uation, ::3 ecially the political
killings. e Prime Minister
appealed tn all parties to coop-
erate in eliminating this men-
ace. "All parties must combine
in this effort. Ruling party
alone could not do this.

Information Minister Abu
Sayed informed the editors that
eight letters were sent to the
Leader of the Opposition invit-
ing her to debate national is-
sues on television. Letters were
followed u rsonal con-
tacts. Nothing came of this ini-
tiative, he said.

ADB, WB

From Page 1

tion on regional basis in the
likely areas of energy, trans-
port and infrastructure. He said
the WB is taking the assistance
of a team of experts and organi-
sations in the sub-regional
countries.,

Dr Saleemul Huq, Director
of the local think-tank BCAS,
said his organisation is also
providing some assistance in
the study undertaken on identi-
fying potential of likely pro-
jects for the Dﬂﬁ!npmcnt Tri~
angle.” He added the World
Bank study is headed by a re-
puted Harvard University aca-
demic Prof Peter Rogers. Work-
shops will be held in Dhaka,
Delhi and Kathmandu on the
subject and a geeparatm}* meet-
ing is due to held in Dhaka
this month.

at Charmonar on the
Bukhainagar river on March 4,
1978 in which four persons
were thrown into the river and
killed, according to the prosecu-
tion story,

model for the PDB which will
monitor if there is any im-
provement in power distribu-
tion. If the result is positive, we
will go ahead with the idea on a
oreqater scale,” he added.

About administrative re-
forms, he said the World Bank
is waiting for the Administra-
tive Reform Commission to be-
come effective to manage re-
form programmes as the gov-
: ernment has accepted many of
E _ - the recommendations of the re-

: _ R port titled "Government That

CmertaEseal e dnh GUEGR Works."
e I T Regarding the erratic power
% | b sector, the World Bank resident
: mission chief said some correc-
tive actions are still needed to
address the system losses "if

"They are involved in killing
BNP workers instead of imple-
menting election pledges.”

She said, "the more you at-
tack us, the more the movement
will become vigorous."
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: The pricing situation of gas

needs to be addressed to attract
more foreign investment in the
sector, he suggesied.

Col Taher
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Ef& f g*;_'*'}; in action during the war. On

et 3 July 21. 1976, Taher was qfz WWW A7 A7H 9"3
44 han}_;ed in the Dhaka central QWT W ‘TC’:U Q& 9‘@ 9'

jail after he was found guilty of
sedition by a summary military
s o tribunal during General Ziaur
. Rahman's time.

Lutfa Taher said she had de-
clined to receive the medal from
previous governments, who,
were in power after the assassi- 4
nation of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, as "those regimes were
against the spirit of the Libeta-
tion War.”

Handing over the medal.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
said that her government was
trying to restore the spirit of
Liberation War and give recog-
nition to those who fought for
independence.

She lamented that the na-
tion had to pay a lot due to dis-
unity among the pro-liberation
forces and called for forgi nﬁ
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the mother and the widow of
e | Col Taher demanded retrial of,
what they alle ged 'killing’ of
: the va.hant freedom fighter. -
Expressing gratitude to the
Prime Minister, Dr Anwar Hos-
sain, younger brother of Col
Taher, said "Taher was killed at
the instruction of Ziaur Rah-
marn."
He said public prosecutor of
the cnns_plratnrial trial AT M
Afzal (now Chief Justice) also
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Dr Anwar said the body of
his brother was wrapped with a
torn bed-sheet after he was
hanged. "They did not show
minimum respect to the hero
even after his death.”

Ctg AL
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chances of Mannan and Mohi-
uddin relinquishing their posi-
tions were slim, the sources
added.

A bB5-member executive
committee of Chittagong city

unit of AL is likely to be formed
tomorrow.
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