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ADP likely to

remain
unchanged

The size ol Annual Devel-
opment Programme (ADF) ol
the current tiscal year (1996-97)
is expected o remain un-
changed in view of better utili-
sation of budgetary allocation,
a senior J)lanning ministry ol-
ficial said.

The official told BSS yester-
day that the original ADP was
estimated at Tk 12,500 crore in
the current fiscal with Tk 5,200
crore of the fund coming from
the foreign donors. " .

A draft proposing to keep the
size of AﬂFpunI?:?mEEcd hﬂsq)een
prepared by the planning min-
istry for placing it to the forth-
coming extended meeting of the

National Economic Council
(NEC) for approval. The meetin
is expected to be held on Apri

15 with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in the chair. The ADP

See Page 12 Col 5

Steps taken to
set up seven

power plants:
Noor Uddin

By Staff Correspondent

The government has taken
preliminary steps for setting up
seven power plants, mostly
with private investment, hav-
ing capacity of around 1700 MW

to meet the demand for

r in the country, Energy
mﬂ Noor Uddin Khan said
yes |

Prescﬂt]y the country's
power units can generate
around 2200 MW power, but

tl'(%am now generating around
1 MW mainly due to gas sup-
ply shortage. The demand for
power in the year 2000 will
shoot up to 3150 MW from the
present level of 2100 MW, the
minister said quoting a fore-
cast.

"Which means we will have
to have at least 1050 MW more
in power generation," he told a
group of editors of different na-
tional dailies at a meeting at
the state guest house Padma.

Noor Uddin Khan saidthat
Bangladesh was literally "float-

See Page 12 Col 1
Samad Azad
leaves for
Seoul today

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad leaves for Seoul
today .in quest of Korean in-
vestment and jobs for
Bangladeshis, reports UNB.

His three-day official visit to
the Republic of Korea (ROK) be-

ns on Wednesday, said an ol-
icial release yesterday.

He will be accompanied by
Director General (Far East)
Sirajul Islam and Director
Shahadat Hossain of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs.

l¥h«e Foreign Minister will
ca a letter from Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina for South
Korean President Kim Young
Saf..

During the visit, Azad will
hold an official talk with his
Korean counterpart, Yoo
Chang-ha, covering entire bi-
lateral relations as well as re-
gional and international issues
of common concern.

Matters relating to expan-
sion of bilateral economic co-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday expressed her
willingness to discuss with
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad Khaleda Zia, all
issues now facing the nation
and participate in a live Televi-
sion programme to answer all
questions.

"I am willing to discuss all
issues directly with the people.
Let her also come on Television
and discuss with the people.
Journalists can be present and
ask all sorts of question.”

She made the above offer
while talking to editors of na-
tional dailies and news agen-
cies at the International Con-
ference Centre (ICC) in the city.

CHAITRA 18 1403 BS.

By Staff Correspondent

.In a spirited appeal she in-
vited the major opposition
party to shun politics of nega-
tivism and of misinformation
and indulge in constructive
criticism. " [ am always ready to
sit with the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and discuss national is-
sues. What is needed is sincer-
ity,” she said.

"After being elected, we of-
fered ministership and the
deputy speaker's position to the
BNP so that we can run the
country together. But instead of
cooperation, we only got ob-

~ struction,” said the PM while

recounting her government's ef-
fort to involve the Opposition
and bring about a consensus in

DHAKA TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 1997

Hasina ready to discuss
all issues with Khaleda

governing the country.

Replying to a question on
arrests being made without spe-
cific charges and charges were
being framed after arresting
people, Sheikh Hasina said that
all arrested persons had specific
charges against them or were
involved in destructive ac-
tivities.

“We challenged the opposi-
tion to give us names as to who
were held without charges. The
list submitted by the BNP to
President Shahabuddin has
been examined. Most of them
have been found to be crimi-
nals. Few BNP workers in-
volved had specific charges

See Page 12 Col 7

BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia consoling parents of
Nasir at their house during her visit to Feni yesterday.

' _{\rrest killers of JCD _w_orkers: Khaleda

|Eiai bk e L

Star photo

ine to govt

From Nazmul Ashraf

FENI, Mar 31: BNP chairper-
son and leader of the Opposi-
tion Begum Khaleda Zia today
gave a seven-day ultimatum to
the government to arrest the
killers of two of her party
workers here and initiate their
trial.

"Otherwise we will announce
tough aFitatinn programimes
separately for the Chittagong
division,” she told a larﬁe ublic
meeting on the Sha i:rullah

Kaiser Road at Panchagarh in
the town.
Two pro-BNP political ac-

tivists, Tushar of JCD and
Nasir of Jubo Dal were killed
here allegedly by aetivists of
ruling Awami League.

"Killing of workers one after
another has pushed us to the

int of no return. We won't al-
ow any more. It is time to retal-
iate," the BNP chief said.

Charging
not allowing the administra-
tion to deal with such acts of
terrorism impartially, the for-

See Page 12 Col 3

the government for

Cabinet okays
khas land
policy

The cabinet last night ap-
roved the agricultural khas
and management and settle-
ment policy, an official hand-
out said, reports BSS.

The approval was given at a
cabinet meeting held at the cab-
inet room of the Prime Minis-
ter's Office with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The cabinet also decided to
provide tax holiday facility to
those entrepreneurs and insti-
tutions who would pay 7.50
(seven and a half] per cent in-
come tax on investment at new
industry.

The cabinet also approved
the proposal for amendment to
section-21 of the Drugs
(Control] Ordinance, 1982 to
control publicity of exaggerated
and fraudulent advertisement
in the name of medical treat-
ment.

Detention of 4

BNP leaders:
Hearing of writ
Thursday

The hearing of writ petitions
against the orders of det
ot four senior BNP lead: : T\
been deferred till Thi
morning, reports BSS.

A High Court division bench
comprising Justice M M Hagqg
and Justice M Hasan Amin
passed the orders following a
prayer for time from the state.

Deputy Attorncy General
Kaisar Uddin Ahmed sought
further time to submit the reply
to the showcause notice, served
on the government.

The day was fixed for hear-
ing the writ petitions. Khon-
dakar Mosharraf Hossain,
former cabinet minister, M A
Mannan and Gayeshaar Roy,
former state ministers and
Mirza Abbas, former mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation were
arrested on March 20 and given

| *=

[ ]
L

- detention for 30 days under the

Special Powers Act.

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
appeared on behalf of the peti-
tioners.

The H Court issued rule
on March 23 after writ petitions
were filed on behalf of the de-
tained persons.
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(Gowda asked to seek vote

of confidence by Apr 7

NEW DELHI. Mar 31: India's
President today ordered Prime
Minister H D Deve Gowda to
prove within a week that he can
still muster a parliamentary
majority after losing critical
support from the powerful
Cnn%:'ess Party, reports AP.

The intervention by Presi-
dent Shankar Dayal Sharma
will force an early showdown
between Gowda's crippled
United Front coalition and the
Congress, which put in its bid to
form the next government.

On Sunday, Congress told
Sharma it was withdrawing its
support from the coalition,
ping it of its informal ma-
jority in parliament.

After consulting legal ex-
perts, Sharma instructed
Gowda to summon the parlia-
ment from its recess and seek a
vote of confidence by April 7,
the President’ office announced.

If Gowda loses, he must re-
Sign.

Barring a major realign-
ment of forces, India may hold
an early election, the second
within one year.

Gowda rejected calls for his
immediate resignation and
vowed to stay and fight.
Congress leader Sitaram Kesri
had urged him to step aside in
favour of a Congress govern-
ment.

“There is no question of my
resignation or suggesting disso-
lution of the House,” Gowda told
supporters at his home, Press
Trust of India reported.

“The trial of strength will be
held on the floor of the House,”
he said. He brushed aside ques-
tions about how he could sur-
vive a no-confidence vote with-
out the backing of Congress. "We
will take care of it,” he said.

Earlier today, Kesri sent a

. letter to Sharma formally

stak-
ing a claim for Congress to form
a government.

He told newsmen later that
the next government would be a
Congress-led coalition., but he

did not say who its partners
would be.
Gowda today called a meet-

ing of the Steering Committee
of his 14-party United Front
coalition to seek a way out of
the crisis.

Newspapers said the alllance

may choose another leader.
Likely candidates would be Jy-
oti Basu, the veteran commu-
nist leader from Calcutta, or G K
Moopanar, the regional boss
from the southern city of
Madras.
__Opposition BJP leader Atal
Bihari VEJFH}*‘EE said another
election is likely since no party
could command a majority in
parliament.

Work permits for 1.5 lakh
illegal Bangladeshis in
Malaysia in process

The government has decided
to take stern action against
those who have illegally sent
Bangladeshi people to Malaysia
which caused misery to thou-
sands of job seekers, reports
UNB.

It has also made an ar-

rangement with Malaysian
government for giving work
permit to some 1.5 lakh

Bangladeshi workers who be-
came illegal immigrants after
December 31.

The Malaysian government

ave a deadline. December 31,
or the illegal workers living in
the country to collect valid pa-
pers. These one and a half lakh
people had entered Malaysia in
various ways during the last few
years.

The government has taken
immediate steps to issue pass-
ports to these illegal workers
and the Bangladesh High
Commission in Malaysia has
already issued 50.000 passports

to them. The rest one lakh will
get the passports within next
two months.

This was disclosed after a
high-level meeting on man-
power export to Malaysia was
held at the Prime Minister's of-
fice yesterday alternoon with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair. It directed the mis-
sion in Kuala Lumpur to work
day and night for issuing pass-
ports.

The meeting decided to take
steps to stop illegal manpower
export to various countries, in-
cluding Malaysia, and to issue
passports using modern tech-
nology to ensure validity.

[t decided to strengthen the
immigration system of the
country to-plug conduits of ille-
gal manpower export. It also
decided to gear up publicity
against the trend of going
abroad illegally and projecting
its bad impact on national life

See Page 12 Col 6

Rules of Procedure

The BNP members on the
Jatiyva Sangsad Standing
Committee on Rules of Proce-

the committee yesterday, fol-
lowing a sharp difference of
opinion with their ruling party
counterparts on the criterion
for constituting the ministerial
committees in Parliament.

"We walked out of the meet-
ing in protest against the ruling
I:sarly'u departure from an ear-

ier commitment that the
membership on the parliamen-
tary standing committees
would be distributed propor-
tionately according to the par-
liamentary strengths of the
parties and groups concerned.”
Opposition Chief Whip Khan-

BNP members walk out
of JS body meeting

Star Report

dures walked out of a meeting of

daker Delwar Hossain told The
Daily Star last night. |
A ruling party member on
the Sangsad body on Rules of
Procedure told this correspon-
dent on the condition of
anonymity: "We have decided to
form the committees in the
light of the ence set by the
BNP in the fifth Parliament.”
Asked to explain as to why
his party had earlier accepted
the BNP proposal, the AL leader
evaded a direct reply. But he
said that some of the ruling
arty members opposed the idea
ater. "Besides, there was no
such example in parliamentary
democracies of the world that
permits the proportionate dis-

See Page 12 Col 1

Gayebana janaza
for two killed
in Feni today

The Bangladesh National
Party (BNP) will hold gayebana
janaza and bring out mourning
processions throughout the
couniry today in memory of its
two leaders ed in Feni, re-
ports UNB.

JCD leader Ashfaqur Rah-
man Tushar and Jubo Dal
leader Nasiruddin were killed
by assailants in Feni town on
last Thursday and Saturday re-

spectively.
Meanwhile, BNP secretary
eneral Abdul Mannan

huiyan yesterday strongly
protested the filing of 'false’
cases against the leaders of the
BNP and its front organisa-
tions.

In a statement he said, the
overnment in a fresh move
ad filed "false cases" against

Jubo Dal leaders Barkatullah

See Page 12 Col 6

_.BU award Eiven'
Mother, widow
of Col Taher
dem and retrial

Frime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday formally
handed the gallantry award
"Bir Uttam" to the mother of Col
(Rtd) Abu Taher for her son's
heroic role in the Liberation
War, reports UNB.

Begum Ashrafunnesa, the
octogenarian mother of the
great warrior, received the
medal from the Prime Minister
in presence of the widow of Col
Taher at the Prime Minister's
office in the morning.

"After refusing to receive the
award on several occasions, we
have finally decided to accept it
from the present dpru~liberatiﬂn
government,” said Lutfa Taher.
the widow of Taher.

Col Taher was the Comman-
der of Sector 11 during the Lib-
eration War and lost a leg while

See Page 12 Col 4

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

mother at her office yesterday.

handing over the 'Bir
Uttam' award of Shaheed Col (Rtd) Abu Taher to his

— PID photo

| Enrting

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the World Bank
(WB) are willing to fund ij'ects
in the water, energy and infras-
tructure sectors in the South
Asian sub-region comprisin
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal an
the eastern states of India,
based on the outcome of feasi-
bility studies, sources con-
cerned said.

ADB has already prepared a
concept paper while the World
Bank has commissioned an ex-
tensive study of the potential
and prospects of undertaking
projects on a sub-regional basis.

Meanwhile. the focus is now
on the one-day meet of the for-
eign secretaries of Bangladesh,
Nepal. Bhutan and India in
Kathmandu taking place to-
morrow to where the 'concept of
sub-regional cooperation’ is
likely to be officially endorsed
among the four geographically
contiguous nations of South

By M Anwarul Hagq

Asia.

The meeting spread over two
sessions is due to be inaugu-
rated by Nepalese Foreign Min-
ister Prokash Chandra Lohani
while the deliberations would
be chaired by acting Nepalese

Foreign Secr=tary Kumar
Prasad Gywali.
The Asian Development

Bank has already prepared a
concept paper on the potential
of sub-regional cooperation
centering the "Ganges-Brahma-
putra—M%%hna (GMB) ecological
region.” The ADB's Director for
Programmes. based in Manila,
is due to attend the Kathmandu
meeting.

Talking to The Daily Star
Bhanuphol Horayangura, ADB
Resident Representative in
Bangladesh. confirmed the
bank's participation at the
Kathmandu meeting and said
the ADB was willing to provide
a grant for the study of the first

ADB, WB willing to fund water,
energy projects in S Asian region

phase of the concept. He said
further financial involvement
will be based on identification
of projects based on feasibilily
reports and "subject to discus-
sions in Kathmandu.”

The ADB Representative said
the Bank has provided substan-
tial financial assistance for
projects in education, road con-
struction and infrastructure
development in the Mekong
Basin (ooperative regioll.

Picrre Landel-Mills. the
World Bank Resident Represen-
tative in Bangladesh talking to
The Daily Star. said the Bank
has already undertaken a study
on possible projects on a sub-
regional basis. He said the con-
cept paper after the completion
of the study would be presented
al a workshop in July. The pa-
per, called "Development Tri-
angle” will contain the ideas
and opportunities lor coopera-
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City AL leader
murder: 2 held

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons have been ar-
rested in connection with the
murder of Abdus Salam, a lea-
der of Awami League in Demra
area.

According to the police,
Aftabuddin and Lahauddin
taken into custody for interro-
Fa“ﬂn are among the 14 persons
isted in the FIR lodged in
connection with the murder
Sunday night.

Abdus Salam, 45, Vice Presi-
dent of AL in Ward No 88 under
Demra thana sustained fatal
injuries in his chest and belly
as an unidentified gang opened
fire og him at about 9 pm Sun-
day. He died shortly afterwards.

Meanwhile, the Awami Jubo
League will hold a rally in the
city today to protest the killing
of its leaders and workers
across the country.

The rally, to be held at
Bangabandhu Avenue, will be

resided over by the Jubo
Ecague chief and addressed by
ministers Abdur Razzak, Tofael

| Ahmed, Mohammad Nasim,

Discontent among aspirants

No change in Ctg city
AL's leadership likely

From Nurul Alam ,

CHITTAGONG. Mar 31: The
triennial conference of council-
lors ol Chittagong city Awami
League will be held tomorrow
amid simmering discontent
among partymen as a new lead-
ership is unlikely to emerge in
city committee, party insiders
said.

A total of 445 councillors are
expected to attend the confer-
ence to be held at the Engineers
Institute here at .0 am after a
gap of four years.

New faces who were aspiring
to take the leadership are no
more in the race as incumbent
B}rtsidtnt of the city committee

A Mannan and General Sec-
retary Mohiuddin Chowdhury
are reportedly trying to hold on
to their positions, the insiders
added. Mannan is also State
Minister for Manpower and
Mohiuddin is Mayor of the

Chittagong City Corporation.

The incumbent president
and general secretary could
hard]i,' spare time for organisa-
tional activities of the party
that triggered a simmering dis-
content among the councillors
as well as party workers, the
insiders said. Most of the coun-
cillors are reportedly wanting a
change in the leadership, they
said.

Aspirants for the post of
general secretary of the city
unit were Khorshed Alam Sujon
and A Z M Nasir. Nasir was re-
portedly linked with Akhtaruz-
zaman Babu group, party
sources said. Organising Secre-
tary Enamul Hoque Danu and
Joint Secretary Sekandar Hyat
Khan had bright chances to re-
place Mohiuddin if he stayed
off, the sources said. But

Sev Page 12 Col 4

World Bank s Dhaka Resi-
dent Mission Chief Pierre Lan-
dell-Mills said cap-
ital market earned the ta-
tion as a problem arca,rmmg
away portiolio investors, re-
ports UNB.

“This is something to worry
about ...." he said in his brief
comment on the capital market
while the members of

of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) at a city hotel yesterday.

FICCl President Mahbub
Jamil chaired the meeting, at-

| tended by representatives of dif-

ferent foreign companies oper-

the Foreign Investors’ Chamber

ating in the country.
Landell-Mills said the l;134::1'1;-
folio investors became shy of
investing here as the major
layers in the international
usiness hubs are worried about
the developments that have
taken place in the market.
“Now the real challenge is to
rebuild the confidence that
there will be b:a-l?lg opportunity
once n, to vate ¢
ital magr:lw ventures fhnrnugh
The World Bank mission
chief observed that the recent
crisis the need for re-
forms in the capital market and

Capital market needs reforms

strengthening the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(SEC), the et regulator.

Landell-Mills in his address
reviewed the state of economy
and said the report that the
economy is passing through a
recession is not correct.

"It appears that the economy
has slowed down, but it is not a
recession,” he said. He noted
that ex s are not performing
up to the mark. but said there
was still scope to recover as it
did in previous years. :

The World Bank official,
however, observed some diffi-
culties in achieving revenue
targets which he described as
ambitious. It remains a matter
of concern, he told the in-
vestors' chamber members.

He also noted that the bor-
rowing by government from the
banking system went up in re-
cent months and suggested the
?Jﬂmr::;ﬁ!. to be cautious in

5 ’

There were some risks that
credit to private sector might be

crowded out, but the problem
mainly lies with the shortage of
good clients, not with the
shortage of money in the banks,
he observed.

About the annual develop-
ment programme (ADP), Lan-
dell-Mills said the publie in-
vestment should be in good
projects and the government
should look into the content
and quality of the projects be-
fore approval.

“It's true that more invest-
ment is needed, but not any
kind of investment. It should be
quality investment," he said
and also called for full use of

Portfolio investors now hesitant, says WB Resident Mission chief

available external resources.

In this context, he gave a list
of some projects listed in the
ADP — like a three-star hotel at
Zia International Airport, a
fast-food restaurant, cement
factory, fertilizer factory, sugar
mill and World Trade Centre —
and said such should be
left for the private sector.

Pointing at financial re-

forms, he said the sector does
need priority attention as the

country is facing a default loan
roblem -which is more acute
an that of other country. .
Landell-Mills strongly ad-

See Page 12 Col 4

ICC TROPHY

' Bangladesh face
Hong Kong today

Bangladesh will face Hong
Kong today in one of the four
inaugural matches in the eight-
team second round of the ICC
Trophy in Kuala Lumpur, re-
ports UNB.

Bangladesh Betar will pro-
vide running commentary from
7.30 am (BST).

Bangladesh will meet Ire-
land in their second match on
Wednesday and play against
Holland, the third finisher of
last ICC Trophy. on Friday after
a rest day on Thursday.

Fire at raw jute
godowns
at N’ ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 31: A
total of 18 godowns of Popular
Jute Exchange at Tolaram Moor
here caught fire at around 6:45
am yesterday, according to
witnesses.

The fire was brought under
control at around 11:00 am,
said Fire Brigade officials
adding that dumping work was
continuing even at night. No
case of injury or casualty was
reported. The extent of the
damage could not known im-
mediately.

The cause of the fire in the
godowns of the raw jute ex-

company was not
nown, said Ere {mﬁgade offi-
cials.

The owners of the company
could also not be contacted.

See Page 12 Col 5

Fire at Ctg
Z1a Museum

CHITTAGONG, Mar 31: A fire
broke out at the Zia Museum in
the cit%r's old Circuit House
where former President Ziaur
Rahman was assassinated in
May 1980, reports UNB.

A security staff of the mu-
seum., Ramzan Ali, fainted
while trying to put out the’
flame.

Matiar Rahman, Assistant
Curator of the museum, said the
fire was noticed at the VIP relax
room on the third floor of the
museum at about 1.45 pm.

He said the security staff
rushed to the scene and brought
the fire under control using the
museum's own extinguishers
and sands before the firefight-
ers reached the spot.

Rahman said the fire, which
originated from the blast of a
tube circuit, partly gutted a ly-
ing carpet on the floor. The in-
ci

ent was reported to the Di-
rector General of the National
Museum.

100 shops looted
in Bandarban

COX'S BAZAR, Mar 31: A
group of armed tribals stormed
the Baichhari Market in
Naikkangchhari thana of Ban-
darban hill district and looted
cash and goods worth about Tk
eight lakh on Sunday evening,
reports UNB.

Witnesses said about 50
armed tribals attacked the
market, 30 miles from Bandar-
ban town, at about 8 pm, looted
cash and goods from more than
100 shops. and fled into a deep
fnn:sR ple, including an

Fifteen , inclu
army habilder, Abdul Hamid,
30, were injured as the gunmen
fired indiscriminately during
the ration. Hamid came to
his village home on leave,

A case was filed with

Naikkhongchhari police.



