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Two-day technical body meet begins .

Joint move to promote SAARC
region as tourist destination

A two-day technical commit-
tee meeting of tourism officials
and experts of the seven SAARC
countries began here yesterday
to adopt a programme for joint
promotion of SAARC region as
a tourist destination, reports
BSS.

The programme includes
joint tour packages, SAARC
travel guide, joint tourism

romotional film — Nepal and
gMRC joint tourism participa-
tion in international tourism
fairs.

Inaugurating the meeting at
Hotel Sonargaon, the Minister
of State for Civil Aviation and
Tourism, Dr Muhiuddin Khan
flamgir, referred to the glori-
ous historical past of South
Asia together with its varied
cultural heritage and said link-
ing the region through package
tours can no doubt contribute

towards a vibrant inter-re-
jonal tourism industry in
outh Asia.

From the Everest, the rool of

the world in Nepal, to the
Iden beaches of Cox's Bazar in
angladesh, Bentola in Sri
Lanka, Goa in India, the
turesque valleys of Bhutan, the

reefs of the Maldives are all ir-

resistible tourist attractions
that South Asia offers., he said

and added in such diversities in

‘the region's natural beauty lies
its real strength in tourism.

The inaugural function was
the Secretary,

also addressed
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourism, Mohammad Ismail
Hossain. Director of SAARC
Secretariat. Ashoke Afttri, and

Chairman of Bangladesh Par-_
atan Corporation Khondkar

shidul Hugq.
The state minister said that

pic-

the present government under
the dynamic leadership of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
attached top prlnritlgetu devel-
opment of tourism. Recognising
tourism as an industry, the na-
tional tourism policy outlines
various incentives for invest-
ment in the tourism sector.

Earlier welcoming the dele-
gates the Tourism Secretary
Mohammad Ismail Hossain, in
his speech, said that during the
present meeting, the delegates
will discuss several aspects of
cooperation, such as joint pro-
motion of South Asia as an in-
ternational tourist destination,
exchange of information,
transportation, training and
investment.

The Chairman of the
tourism council of SAARC
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry has also been invited to

present his rcpan on regional
tourism cooperation.

*  Presenting vote of thanks,
the Chairman of Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation described
the seventh meeting of the
SAARC technical committee
first of its kind in Bangladesh
as a unique occasion to sit to-
gether and discuss and findout
ways and means of cooperation
for joint tourism development
‘of the SAARC member nations.
Moreover this will enhance our
knowledge to face the chal-
lenges of the coming century,
Rashidul Huq added.

The technical committee,
among others, will discuss the
proposals to be considered
the first meeting of the SAAR
touriam \ministers schedule to
be held in Colombo, next
month.
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

“President of Turkey Suleyman Demirel signed the visi-

tors book of Dhaka Sheraton during his stay at the hotel.

Bangladesh Shilpa Bank
(BSB) sanctioned a al cur-
rency loan of Tk 90.24 crore for
three spinning projects after re-
appraisal, says a release.

The approval was
208th meeting of the Board of
Directors of BSB held on Satur-

the citiy; with Dr Jamilur Reza

Choudhury, Chairman of the
Board in the chair.

crore, Tk 26.75 crore was sanc-
tioned for a spinning mill at
Chaudanga while 27.91
crore and Tk 35.58 crore were
sanctioned for two other spin-
ning projects to be set-up at
Sreepur and Kaliakoir under
Gaz’;_ﬂur district.

ese projects will create
backward linkage to export-
oriented knit garments of the
country with total employment
opportunities for 1973 persons.
Besides, these
contribute Tk 55.78 crore to
GDP per annum. It is expected
that after implementation,
these three projects will save

at its

day at the bank's head office in

Out of total loan of Tk 90.24

rojects will

BSB sanctions Tk 90 cr
for 3 spinning

projects
foreign exch ivalent to

ange
Tk 1342.12 crore their
economic life.

Annual confce of

United Insurance
branches held

The three-day fifth annual
conference of the branches of
the United Insurance Company
Limited concluded at the com-
pany's head office in the city re-
cently, says a press relegse.

Inaugurated by the Chair-
man of the Company M Moy-
eedul Islam, the conference was
attended all the branch-in-

charge senior executives of
the any.
In his speech Islam said that

United Insurance continued to
follow the global insurance tra-
dition and appreciated the dedi-
cation of the company's staff
and hoped that they would con-
tinue their effort for the bet-

terment of the company in the

days to come.
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Tk 15 cr interest

tories and are members of the
BGMEA took part in the discus-

declares 15 pc

The PBI surged for the third consecutive day by
close at 595.26. Market sentiment was

1.46% to
positive with 22

sion. 'BGMEA"™ President ™’
Mustafa Golam Quddus was in
the chair while Anisul Huq of-
Mohammadi. Group was the
moderator.

Khondker Asaduzzaman MP

over 8 losers: Tripti Industries’ led the winners list as it 4
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Textile (-7.38%) :

The Jute Spinners Ltd, a 100 -
r cent export-oriented spin-

free loan from §8
China r

Bangladesh will receive 30
million yuan. equivalent to
Taka 15.36 crore, from China
as interest free loan for its eco-
nomic development, reports
UNB. 1

An agreement to this effect
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Hindu holiday.
Trading was dull through
most of the week as investors

undles of CI sheet for hous N Islam. by HRC Group, Dhaka.
and speculators did not wish to | hyjlding and agriculture. ) Efva]:la sarly i A By Different brands of com- —————————
make fresh commitments Each adult refugee would re- Thc;ae faiilies.. Nohy Shad puter, intercom, closed circuit g

ahead of the monetary policy,
due on April 15, as well as cor-
porate results expected from
April.

Analyst Devesh Kumar at
the foreign brokerage Daewoo
Securities said no fresh buying

commitment was likely until
the monetary policy was an-
nounced and corporate results
started rolling in.

He said share prices were ex-
pected to move 'sideways' next
week. .

"We do not expect any dra-
matic movements in prices or
BSE sensitive index," he said.

In trading. Associated Ce-
ment Co lost 126.50 ru to
1,471 rupees, Bomba eing
shed 2.75 rupees to 121.75 ru-
pees, Glaxo was down six rupees
to 277 ru . and Reliance In-
duutnag 1 2.25 rupees to 285

ru :
The State Bank of India was
down 10.50 rupees to 303 ru-
ees, Tata Engineering re-

tedc!glt rupees to 375 ry-
pees and Tata Steel decreased
six rupees to 177.75 rupees.

N

Each refugee family would be
ven Taka 15 thousand, two

ceive five kg rice, (two-and-a
half kilo per minor) each week
for nine months, besides four
kg dal, two kg soyabean oil and
two kg salt per month for each
family. Two bundles of corru-
gated tin sheets would be pro-
vided to each family for house
construction.

. Each farmer family owning
land in the CHT after proper
evaluation would receive Taka
10,000 for purchasing a pair of
bullocks. Egir:h landless family
would receive Taka 3000 (three
thousand) for buying a cow ac-
cording to provisions.

The eement was signed
between Bangladesh's director
(special affairs) of Prime Minis-
ter's Secretariat, SSM Mufaidul
Islam, and the President of the
Hill Chittagong Refugees Wel-
fare Association, Upendra Lal
Chakma, here on March 9.

Besides providing the
refugees with two bundles of
corrugated .tin sheets, they
would also be given timber
permits  for constructing

Students the refu
fwnuld be aﬂﬂmm enro

» colleges and universities. |

. the mine, told the ceremony.

waived. Loans, taken by them
from the Hill Chittagong Wel-

owned land in the CHT, would .
‘have it returned to them. Those,

who before fleeing the CHT had
been in service. would be rein-
stated after their cases were re-
viewed sympathetically under
existing service rules.

Qualified young Chakma,
young men and women would be
recruited in the third and
fourth category posts in Chit-
tagong refugees welfare board
and the local administration.

Those refugees, who had
crossed the age limit for em-
loyment, while in camps in

ipura, would be considered

for jobs after raising the age
limit for them.

Those students, who ob-
tained SSC and HSC certificates
from educational institutions
set up in the Tripura refugee
camps, on production of docu-
ments, would be allowed to sit
for a "special examination.”

in

said the garment sector was the
worst sufferer due to hartal and
suggested that this issue should
have a special focus in parlia-
ment considering its impor-
tance in the export income.
Alhaj Mogbul Hussain MP
urged both the government and
the opposition MPs to strive to-

ning mill of Bangladesh and a
concern of Shams Group, has
declared dividend at the rate of
15 per cent for the year 1995-96,
say a company press release.

The announcement was
made at the 17th annual gen-
eral meeting of the sharehold-
ers of the company at its corpo-

27 exhibitors, said the Chief
Executive of CEMS, Ms Mehrun

television, PABX and cellular
phones as well as spare parts ol
various products and electron-
ics are on display,

Biggest Japanese
coal-mine closes
after 124 years

TOKYO, Mar 30 : Japan's
biggest and oldest coal-mine
was shut down today, ending its
124 s history as a bol of
Japan's industrial development
before and after World War II,
reports AFP.

Some 1,200 employees at-
tend a farewell ceremony at
Mitsui Coal Mining Co's Miike
Mine in Omuta, Fukuoka pre-
fecture, on southwestern
Kyushu Island, after 160 miners

finished their last shifts early

Sunday, officials said.

“The Miike Mine, the na-
tion's largest and with the
longest history, shuts down to-
day," Shintaro Isoda, head of

S s
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Microsoft Corporation conducted an 1l-day training on

SQL Server 6.5, Visual Foxpro 3.0 and Windows NT
Server 4.0 from March 8 to 18 at a city hotel. The training
was organised jointly by Microsoft Corporation India (Pvt)
Ltd and Microsoft- authorised distributor in Bangladesh
M/s Desktop Computer Connection Ltd. About 160 IT
professionals and managers from various organisations
including many multinational, NGOs, banks and foreign
missions participated in the training programme.
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Berth position and performance of vessels as on 30.3.97
Berth ﬁlnme of vemﬂ Cargo L Port Local Date of Leaving

The above were the shipping
vessels of Chittagong Port as per

BCner Notice
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Tenders in two-envelope system are invited by the
| General Manager (Purchase), BCIC, BCIC B_haban.
Purchase Department (17th floor), 30-31, Dilkusha
Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000 from bonafide traders &
| agents for purchase of photocopier. Tender No. Pur-

4.1477/96-97 dated 19.3.97. Tender with earnest money al
| the rate 1% of the quoted value will be received up to 11:00
AM of 10.4.97 and opened immediately afterwards in
presence (if any) of the tenderers. Schedule containing rules
& regulations of submitting tender and form will be
| available at Tk 400.00 (four hundred) only (non-refundable)
| each from (1) Accounts Department, Head Office (3rd
floor). BCIC Bhaban. 30-31, Dilkusha Commercial Area,
| Dhaka, (2) BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad Commercial

No schedule will be sold on the date of opening tender.



